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March 2023 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is at 10:00 a.m. 

In-Person and by Livestream, 

and anytime on Youtube.com. 

I’ve discovered how quickly people suffer heart-

wrenching setbacks and how true is the old 

saying, “Life is fragile; handle with prayer.”   

 

Turkey and Syria have just seen one of the 

worst earthquakes in history.  I won’t repeat the grim statistics 

here, but the magnitude of their loss and suffering hangs like a 

shadow over our entire global family.  We pray for the bereaved 

survivors, the injured, the vulnerable, the medical community, the 

churches affected, those in recovery work, and agencies including 

our own United Methodist Committee on Relief.  “We lift them up 

to the Lord…”  “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

 

I’m writing soon after the mass shooting at Michigan State 

University.  How suddenly three college students died in the prime 

of life.  One day their families felt such optimism for their future, 

but now they weep over lost lives and shattered dreams.   

 

We all come to moments when it seems our own sky is falling: a 

health crisis, an academic failure, a work crisis, a break-up, or 

bereavement.  It could be a more personal loss or change: a 

home, a car, a pet, disability, or when a dear friend moves away.  

Changes remind us how fragile life is…or at least life as we know it 

now.  Life itself is also amazingly resilient.  In Lent we long for 

Easter.  As we wait, prayer helps us find our way forward.  So 

again I say, “Life is fragile, handle with prayer.”  

 

I love you all, 

 

Pastor Doug McMunn 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 
 

Feb 26– April 9 
Lenten Series: 

Deeper into The Lord’s 
Prayer 

 
Friday, March 3 

World Day of Prayer 
 

Sunday, March 5 
Holy Communion, Lent II 

 
Sunday,  March 12 

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins, Lent III 

 
Sunday, March  19 

UMCOR  Sunday, Lent IV 
 

Sunday, April  2 
Palm Sunday 

 
Sunday, April 9 

Easter Breakfast, Choir 
Cantata, Easter Egg Hunt 
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—From Pastor Marianne      

     “Sometimes, one person makes all the difference. One person 
contributes to a chain of events and encounters, all of which result 
in something much larger than you might have imagined at the 
time” writes author John E. Harnish in his book, “30 Days With E. 
Stanley Jones.” 
     Harnish explores the influential life of Jones who was a 

missionary to India, friend of Gandhi, (Jones’ book about Gandhi was credited as 
one of the things that inspired Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in non-violence), confidante 
of President Roosevelt, nominated twice for a Nobel Peace Prize, just to name a few 
of the ways God used his life as a witness to God’s kingdom.  
     For E. Stanley Jones, the “one person” who impacted his life greatly was his 
childhood Sunday School teacher. She taught him weekly in church and was with 
him at the altar when he gave his life to Christ. Miss Nellie Logan’s ministry to 
children indirectly impacted people around the globe. 
     This got me to thinking about those people in my life who have influenced me and 
my walk with God in the Christian faith. My confirmation teacher, Mr. James Reese 
comes to mind. I remember him as an old man (he was probably early 60’s – oh 
brother!) when I was in 5

th
 grade. His passion for God and the church inspired me as 

a kid and I gave my life to Christ a couple of years after my weekly classes with him. 
I thank God for Mr. Reese. 
     Harnish writes, “Our lives are an intricate weaving of happenstances and high 
moments, simple encounters and almost-forgotten experiences. We have all been 
influenced by a multitude of people on our life journey, but if you look closely you will 
discover that, often, one particular person had a particular influence at a particular 
time, all of which contributed to what was to follow and set the direction for what was 
to come.” 
     You can be that power of one in someone’s life. 
     Oh God, thank you for the people in my life who changed my world, one step at a 
time. I want to be a faithful witness for you. Help me take a step by the power of your 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Small Group Discussion 

Pastor Marianne leads a small group discussion on the 

first and third Tuesdays of the month. Right now the 

group is studying Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, Holy 

Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others. To the left is 

a picture of the small group. You can see that some 

people meet in person and some join online. If you are 

interested in this small group discussion, please con-

tact Pastor Marianne, 248-875-3783. 
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Men’s Ministry News 

 
Prayer and Planning: We meet at church for prayer and planning on the 4

th
 Monday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m.  All are welcome.  Next on 2/27 and 3/27.  We are praying for our church.  Please pray 

for us! 

 

Bible Study: We meet for a community-based Bible study each Thursday at 8am in our pastor’s 

study.  It’s also available by Zoom.  All are welcome.   

 

Church Repairs and Maintenance: We meet as “Men with Tools” on the 2
nd

 Saturday of odd 

months, 8am – 12pm.  Join us on March 11.   

 

Discipleship: We encourage all men to practice their faith with us and participate in the full life of 

our church.  We plan our own ministries and support church events sponsored by other groups in 

the church.   

 

Recent Highlights: Men took an active part in the January Spaghetti Event sponsored by Missions 

and in February, the Pie Bake, sponsored by the Men, the Friendship Brunch, sponsored by the 

Worship Team, and the Blood Drive, sponsored by the Men.  These were fun and successful events, 

and the men had fun supporting them.   

 

March Event: A Field Trip is planned to Stahl’s Automotive Collection in Chesterfield Township at 

26 Mile Road and Gratiot.  Meet at 9am at MUMC to carpool.  Stop for breakfast on your own dime.  

Entrance at the Collection is free. Return in mid-afternoon.   

 

April Events:  

April 9- Men will cook and serve the Easter Breakfast.  All are welcome to help.   

April 30- Men will host an all-church “Fifth Sunday” potluck lunch after worship. 

 

Golf Outing: Save the Date- Saturday, July 8.  All are wel-

come, not just for the men.     

 

Cherry Pies     

The Men’s Ministry made 152 

pies on February 9-10 with fan-

tastic help from some friends! 

The late Maurie Wildt started our 

pie-baking tradition.  He died in 

1998.  Our commercial refrigera-

tor was donated in his memory. 

On this 25th anniversary year of  

Maurie’s death, five members of  

his family came and were a  

tremendous help during the pie bake.  Thank you! 
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UMCOR Sunday – March 19 

 

Each year on the fourth Sunday of Lent, we invite a 

special churchwide offering  to support the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief.  Please consider a 

special gift as UMCOR is actively responding to so 

many disasters.  There will be a special offering enve-

lope available.  Checks are payable to MUMC and 

marked “UMCOR” on the memo.  Gifts are also wel-

come on the church website. 

Blood Drive 

As a result of a truly successful Red Cross Blood Donation 
Drive on Friday, February 17, many lives are literally being 
saved as a blood shortage rolls through the country. With a 
goal of 30 pints, the MUMC event received ten percent more 
with 33 pints. “We are so appreciative of the many members of 
our church who gave blood and also volunteered to help by 
checking in donors and serving fruit juice and other treats pro-
vided by The Red Cross to persons who have finished their do-
nations,” says Wayne Loder, MUMC Blood Donation Leader. 
This was the first blood donation drive at MUMC since 2014. 
Shannon Walters, Red Cross representative, wrote after the Blood Drive, “Great job…thank you so 
much! Looking forward to the next one.”  Plans are to make this a regular event with drives tenta-
tively planned for Fridays, June 9 and October 13

th
.  

Friendship Brunch 

Sunday worship had a special flavor on February 12.  We in-

vited friends to join us in The Commons for a friendly brunch.  

The hall was decorated for Valentines Day (Thank you Ann 

Koss and friends), and the worship hour began with a deli-

cious buffet, prepared by Chief Cook, Jeff Ranck and the 

kitchen crew.  Thank you!!!   

 

The Praise Band played in the sanctuary (Thank you band 

and Tech Team!), and we stayed around the tables for a modified worship service.  We received lots 

of positive feedback, so please keep your eyes open for the friends that you can invite next time! 

Friendly Reminder: Will you bless the church someday with a gift from your life savings?  Some 

people save on taxes by giving directly from retirement accounts, perhaps when it’s time for 

“RMD’s.” (Required Minimum Distributions).  Consult your tax advisor.  Will you leave a gift for the 

church in your will?  You may give to the General Fund, the Building Fund, or to the Endowment 

Funds.  For more information, please contact the Finance Chair, Dave Ebert, 248-408-5622. 
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3/3  Ethan Kirwin 

3/4  Madison Gurke 

 3/4 John Orr 

3/5  Karen Antrim  

3/5  Judy Culbertson 

3/7  Doug Radeka 

3/9  Jessica Harris 

3/12 Gary Herwick 

3/13 Grant Marquardt 

3/14  Brendan Shove 

3/14  Dana Shove 

3/15 Cheryl Damman  

3/15  Eric Smith 

3/19 Brooke Bruletti 

3/19 Jeana Marquardt 

3/19 Sue Tonello 

3/23 Ron Tribble 

3/24 Alexandra Andersen 

3/24 William Antrim 

3/28 Justin Thompson 

3/31 Thesia Wolf 

 

Stitching for 

Others meets 

on Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for everyone! No experience 

necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, 

sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

3/10/84 Doug & Marianne McMunn 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 

 

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten! 

Why should we read 1,000 books to our children before kindergarten? 

Study after study comes to the same conclusion, that children who are read 

to at home are better prepared for school and will continue to do well 

throughout their academic career.  

How on earth do I read 1,000 books before they are five? Reading just one 

book a day to your child, grandchild, or child in your care, will easily get the 

child to the 1,000 books. Even reading the same book over and over and 

over again counts.  

Every day in our classrooms, at least one book is being read to the children in our care. It is a favor-
ite part of the children’s day. It is the one point where almost every eye is focused on the teacher as 
the words are read and the pages turned. Children love being read to. It is such a simple gift to give 
your child. Make it a point to read to a child soon! 



7 

Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction  

 

A great Spaghetti 
Dinner, a wonderful 
Silent Auction, 
friendship, and even 
music and dancing, 
all highlighted the 
first MUMC dinner 
of the year Satur-
day, January 28 in 
The Commons!  Jeff 
Ranck and a crew 

of enthusiastic volunteer chefs and servers kept the food 
coming. In the Parlor Kecia McKane with back-up from well 
over a dozen donors who created exciting themed baskets 
for the silent auction drew plenty of bidders. It was also one 
last opportunity to choose an artistic 
framed photo from Bill Lorenz, long-
time MUMC member who donated, 
upon his death, dozens of profes-
sional pictures to the church as a 
fundraiser. The event raised approxi-
mately $1700 with $600 going to 
Readers to Leaders Scholarships, 
and the remainder applied to MUMC 
Ministry Shares. Thanks to everyone 
who participated in making this a 
very special evening! 

 Thank You for the New Tables and Chairs 

 

We now have five round tables in The Commons, with matching chairs that are sturdy 

and more comfortable than the steel folding chairs.  The new furniture is a memorial 

gift in memory of Judy Clemens.   Thank you to all who contributed! 

Noisy Offerings in March are for the Bishop’s Offering at Annual Conference.  As 

our clergy and lay members travel to Traverse City in May and meet with some 2,000 

United Methodists from across Michigan, each church sends an offering that blesses 

our partner United Methodist Churches in Haiti and Liberia.  We are also collecting 

supplies for disaster relief.   
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

~Deadline for the April Newsletter is March 15~ 

 

 

March 3, 2023 

March 2023 Sermon Themes and Wor-

ship Features 

 

Feb. 26 – April 9 Lenten Series: “Deeper into 

The Lord’s Prayer” 

 

February 26 Lent I 

Psalm 139:7-10; Ephesians 3:14-21; Matthew 

6:5-13 “Our Father Who art in Heaven, Hal-

lowed Be Thy Name”  Today’s service in-

cludes a beloved skit on The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

March 5 Lent II: Holy Communion 

Genesis 6:5-8; Romans 7:18, 19  

Luke 22: 41, 42 “Whose Will Be Done?” 

 

March 12 Lent III Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Scouting Ministries Sunday 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11; James 2:15-17  

Matthew 6:30, 31, 35 “Our Daily Bread” 

 

March 19 Lent IV UMCOR Sunday 

Psalm 51:1-12; Ephesians 4:29-32  

Luke 23:32-34; “Forgive…as We Forgive” 

 

March 26 Lent V 

Psalm 23:1-4; James 1:13-15  

Matthew 4:1-11 “And Lead Us, Not Into 

Temptation” 

 

April 2 PALM SUNDAY 

“The Palms” and a Procession 

I Chronicles 29:11; Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 21:1-11 “For Thine is The Kingdom” 

 

April 9 EASTER Choir Cantata in worship 

8:30am Easter Breakfast; 10am Worship; 11am 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Psalm 118:1-9; Revelation 21:3-5 Matthew 6:25

-34  

“For Thine is the Power and the Glory For-

ever.  Amen!” 

Christian Sympathy  

We extend our love to all who are be-

reaved. In recent months the following 

church members have died. 

September: Bob Leibler 

October    Bert Weening 

                    Betty Erwin  

November   Bill Lorenz 

                   Ruth Fields 


