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December 2022 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is at 10:00 a.m. 

In-Person and by Livestream, 

and anytime on Youtube.com. 

I’ve discovered that the wonder of Christmas 
requires our focused engagement. 
If we pause and ponder more deeply, we can 
experience the adoration of God in a more 
profound way.  To help people encounter God 
through sacred songs, Charles Wesley wrote 
some 6,000 hymns, including this moving verse 
for Advent:  

 
Glory be to God on high. 
And peace on earth descend; 
Now God comes down, He bows the sky, 
And shows himself our friend! 
God the invisible appears, 
God the blest, the great I AM, 
He sojourns in this vale of tears, 
And Jesus is his name. 
 
I hope you’ll pause and ponder daily in December, and I hope you’ll 
enjoy your own “friendship,” or intimate relationship, with God.  
Nobody can do it for us or give it to us in a box with a bow on top.  Be 
patient and persistent.  Watch and wait.  Let the wonder of Christmas 
fill you, body, mind and spirit.   
 
Our public worship services are offered to assist you in your own life 
with God: 
 
December Worship and Special Event Schedule 

December 4 - Christmas Cantata in 10am worship 

December 6 at 7pm - Advent Tea with devotional talk by Rev. Sherry Foster 

December 10 at 9am - Cookie/Candy Walk hosted by United Women in Faith 

December 20 at 7pm - Blue Christmas Service.  Bring someone who needs the 
comfort of the sanctuary this year.   

December 4, 11, and 18 - Family photos will be taken after 10am worship 

Christmas Eve Service - 4:30pm Outdoor Service, 7:30pm Indoor Service 

Christmas Day Worship - In-Person Only or with Bishop Bard online 

 

A Merry Christmas to you and yours.  I love you all,  

 

Pastor Doug McMunn 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, December 4 
Christmas Cantata: I 

Hear the Prophet Callin’  
 

Tuesday, December 5 
Advent Tea 7pm 

 
Saturday, December 10 
Cookie/Candy Walk 9am 

 
Sunday, December 11 

Holy Communion 
 

Thursday, December 15 
Ornament/De’cor Swap 

Party 
 

Tuesday, December 20  
Blue Christmas Service 

 
Saturday, December 24 
4:30pm Outdoor Worship 
7:30pm Indoor Worship 

 
Sunday, December 25 

10am Worship In-Person 
Only, no Online Worship  

 
Sunday, January 1 

10am Worship In-Person 
Only, no Online Worship 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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—Pastor Marianne McMunn 

This week held a special gift for me spiritually. It was a lighter week than 

normal and I had not one meeting in either of our congregations to prepare 

for. This gave me opportunity to spend some time alone at home to read 

some books I really wanted to get to, including the Scriptures. I got to 

explore our Advent series coming up. I reflected on my wellbeing and what 

steps I may take to decrease my anxieties as of late.  I started a new book 

on meditation and have begun practicing some of the author’s recommendations, including 

focused breathing and silence. I have to say, my daily life and my prayer life feel . . . different – I 

feel more aware of “God with me” (Emmanuel) and I feel more at peace. 

There is a “waiting” in silence. I don’t really like waiting and I don’t particularly like silence either, 

but they both prepare us to experience the presence of God.  

I am reminding us all that we need silence. The world needs silence.  James A Harnish wrote in 

When God Comes Down, “We would like God to come down with some display of power that 

would shake the earth and instantly reorder our lives. But instead, God comes down on a ‘silent 

night, holy night’ when Christ is born to people who have trained their eyes to see his coming and 

prepared their hearts to receive him.” 

It may sound like a crazy proposition, but let’s make time for silence in this season. As Harnish 

writes, “Christmas will come . . . there is no way to stop it . . . but the invitation of Advent is to 

prepare our ears to hear, our eyes to see, and our hearts to experience the way God comes 

down.”  

                                                                              Advent Blessings to you all, 
                                                                                           Pastor Marianne 

 

 

United Women in Faith 

Cookie/Candy Walk 

It’s Cookie/Candy Walk time! Yummy in the Tummy!  Saturday, December 
10, 9am-noon. The United Women in Faith (formerly known as the UMW) 
are looking for contributions of your favorite homemade cookie and can-
dies to sell. There is a sign-up sheet for contributions at the Welcome 
Center.  The United Women of Faith have been having this event for over 
20 years! The money collected is given to local, state, and world mis-
sions.   

Ornament/De’cor Swap Party 

"O Come, O Come" -- to the United Women of Faith (UMW) Christmas "Ornament/De'cor" Swap 
Party on Thursday, December 15, 10am at the church.  Ladies bring gently used Christmas de'cor 
item(s).  Such as: ornaments, tree skirts, table runners, etc.  Anything to decorate for Christ-
mas.  Then you may take gently used items home.  100% free!!  

Celebrate the birth of Jesus, and enjoy this time of sharing and fellowship with one another!   

    Questions:  contact Linda Sturgeon, 248-685-8806  
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Happy Holidays from Rev. Sherry! 

Sometimes we get so caught up with the preparations and shopping for the per-

fect gifts, it’s easy to lose the reason we celebrate. We don’t think about all that 

God has blessed us with and our thanks to Him is minimal or neglected. Football 

games and huge feasts are main foci of Thanksgiving day with just a nod to God 

in the blessing.  

Then comes Christmas! We go through the process again, but there is still the frenzie of more shop-

ping and cooking, and all the special events of the season!  

Don’t get me wrong, I love Christmas and Thanksgiving! But besides all the hustle and bustle, the 

hurry, the prep,I promise myself and God to remember the reason for the season, God’s gift to the 

world, his only son and Savior of the world, the gift that lasts a lifetime and beyond. 

I hope that as we move into the Advent season that we all find some quiet time and spiritual time to 

focus on God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And to give thanks to the Almighty who came to Earth 

as a human baby, taught people God’s ways, and died on a cross for our transgressions.  

The greatest thanks we can offer God in return is to love one another and live in peace with each 

other around the world. 

We follow the light – because “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” 1 John 1:5. 

Let us live in the light!  

Merry Christmas!   

—Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

Mission Committee Report 

The MUMC Mission Committee is disbursing year-end mission gifts to various missional causes, 
including UMCOR, Redbird, Community Sharing, Methodist Children’s Home Society, Carriage 
Town Ministries, and Cass Social Services.  Funds come from the Noisy Offerings given each month 
and from a Mission Endowment given to the church by the Sanford and McDonald families. Just the 
spendable interest from the endowment is disbursed so that the principle can grow in perpetuity.  
Would you like to leave an endowment gift to the church for the General Fund or for a Designated 
purpose?  To make arrangements, please contact Nancy Weeks, our 2022 Finance Committee 
Chair; Dave Ebert, our 2023 Finance Committee Chair; or the church office.   
 
At year-end, our Missions Committee Chair, Kecia McKane, and the committee, complete our plan 
and report of Missions Giving in 6 tracks: 1) 100% of Ministry Shares, 2) a Michigan mission, like 
Cass in Detroit, 3) a National mission, like Red Bird in Appalachia, 4) an International mission, like 
an Agricultural project in Africa plus aid to our partner churches in Haiti and Liberia, 5) Mission 
Personnel, like Helen Roberts-Evans, a United Methodist Missionary, and 6) UMCOR: United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, like our gift for Disaster Response in the United States. 

 
When the COVID-19 pandemic began, we placed a vase in The Commons to collect noisy offerings 
for each mission of the month.  In January, we plan to place a container for this purpose in each pew 
as was our custom before the pandemic.  Thank you for giving for Missions! 
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Let’s Dream Together More 

 

Our September 23, 2022 Church Conference was held at 

Brighton First United Methodist.  We met jointly with several 

other churches, and our District Superintendent, Rev. LouAnn 

Rourke, gave a sermon at the start, based on Jesus’ parable of 

the fig tree.  She urged us to move from reporting to dreaming:  

Pray together.  Listen.  Seek to understand each other more, 

and seek to understand more people better.  After these unusu-

al years, don’t just get back to normal.  Dig up the soil around 

your “fig tree,” and you will bear lasting fruit.  

 

Let’s dream together for the year ahead!    - Pastor Doug   

Men with Tools 

You may already know that a group of church men we call Men with 

Tools have been working to maintain and repair the church building 

and facilities, important work for those who can participate since we 

don’t have a maintenance person on staff. Several tasks were com-

pleted on November 12 by five members whom I wish to recognize 

and thank: Roger Clemens, Jim Heer, Gary Herwick, Ron Opfer and Jeff Ranck. Work completed 

included checking emergency lights and smoke detectors, cleaning the kitchen ovens and stove pi-

lot lights, removing a damaged pew from the front of the Sanctuary, and replacing it with a pew re-

moved from in front of the sound board to make room for operation of the A/V equipment. 

We’ll continue our work after the Holidays at our next meeting on Saturday January 14. An email 

message will be sent out to all church men for whom we have email addresses. Please join us if 

and when you can. It’s one of several ways for church men and women to express our faith, enjoy 

Christian fellowship and have fun doing it (yes, work can be fun). If you’d like to join us, but haven’t 

heard about our group, please give me a call or text and I’ll add you to our distribution. 

Also, a reminder that Men with Tools is a part of an ongoing effort to revitalize men’s ministry at 

MUMC. The “Apostles” meet bi-monthly to arrange a broad range of activities, for example the semi

-annual pie-bake, a field trip in March and a Red Cross blood drive in February. We plan to keep 

you informed of our progress and ask you to join us and add your knowledge, experience and capa-

bilities. Stay tuned. 

Gary Herwick 

gary.herwick@comcast.net 
248-830-3506 

mailto:gary.herwick@comcast.net
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Joys... 
 

On October 30, 2022, we baptized Autumn Elizabeth Panetta.  Her parents are Alex and Summer 

Panetta.  Her big brother is Axel Panetta.  Danielle Sherman is the sponsor.  

 

On October 30, 2022, we received three new members: Patricia Long, and Mark & Phyllis Cohen.  

Phyllis is already singing in the church choir!  Welcome Pat, Mark, and Phyllis!  The sponsors are 

Joan Wilson, Darrell and Gayle LaMar.   

 

On November 6, 2022, we dedicated new chairs in The Commons, given in loving memory of Judy 

Clemens, a lifelong member of our church who died in July of this year.  Thank you to those who 

gave gifts in memory of Judy.  The chairs make the room more comfortable and attractive.  We plan 

to have 5 round tables with 8 chairs at each table.  

Framed Art on Sale for Missions – A Christmas gift with a purpose! 
 

Bill Lorenz enjoyed photography and framing.  He made a collection of his artworks and donated 

them to our church as a legacy gift.  The Missions Committee is offering them for a donation of $25 

each, and the proceeds will fund a literacy project that will serve students in Michigan and Liberia, 

West Africa.   

 

The project is called, “Readers to Leaders,” and it was adopted by The Michigan Conference last 

May.  We approved a request that each United Methodist congregation in Michigan try to contribute 

at least $600 for the project by May 31, 2023.  Samples of the art can be seen in December in The 

Commons.  There are additional pieces that can be seen on request.  To make a selection and a do-

nation, please contact Kecia McKane or Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009, mobile. NOTE: Our longtime 

member, Bill Lorenz, died on November 17.  A Memorial Service is planned for mid-December. 

Thank you from United Methodist-Related Retirement Homes  
 

Typically in the spring, we invite offerings for “Golden Cross Sunday.”  These gifts support United 

Methodist-related health care ministries in Michigan.  United Methodist-related retirement communi-

ties receive some of these funds.  We received thank you letters from the Clark Retirement Commu-

nity Foundation and from UMRC & Porter Hills Foundation.   The gifts support Benevolent Care, giv-

ing residents the peace of mind that they’ll always have a home there, even if their retirement funds 

run out.  Thank you for your gifts to Golden Cross Sunday.  These excellent retirement homes pro-

vide a full continuum of care.  Our clergy can help you learn more about them.    



6 



7 

 

What December at a Preschool Sounds Like 

Where can you find a group of people more excited about Christmas than at a preschool. Here at 

Friends you will hear voices learning holiday songs. Sounds of bells ringing join in too! You will 

hear questions wanting to know more about Jesus and his birth in a stable. You will hear joy in 

making gifts for parents and excitement when our classroom book exchange takes place. Along 

with all this joy comes big emotions too with our little ones. You will hear our classrooms practicing 

calming technique's to help calm those big emotions, such as balloon breathing or counting up to 

10 and down again.  

We would like to say a big thank you for all who donated cereal for our Knock Down Hunger Cere-

al Domino Challenge! We are hoping to make it an annual tradition. 

We at Friends want to wish you all a very, Merry Christmas and a joyful holiday season! 

We are having a great time learning and growing with all our Friends. If you would like additional 
information about our program, please contact our office at 248-684-6086 or check out our web-
site at www.friendspreschool.org.  

Advent Tea 

"Let Your Light Shine" is the theme of our Advent Tea 
being held Tuesday, December 6,  7:00 - 8:30pm in the 
Commons.  Come and celebrate the coming of the 
Christ child!  Take time to relax and contemplate what 
this truly means to each one of us.    

If possible, bring a finger food to share with others and 
your special Christmas mug or favorite cup/saucer set. 
Sure hope you can come and share in this special time!  

Pastor’s Study in Lent Any-

one? 

 

Would you like to be part of a six-

week study group in February-

March?  I’d be glad to lead one on Sunday mornings, Saturday mornings, a 

week night, or a week day.  Please text me or call me if you’d like to help select 

the topic/type of study and the meeting day & time.    

                                                                                - Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 

http://www.friendspreschool.org
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12/1 Jeff Motschenbacher 

12/1 Robert Olari 

12/1 Karen Smith 

12/2 Mark Herwick  

12/2 Doug McMunn 

12/3 Doug Holloway 

12/5 Joan Wilson 

12/6 Bradan James 

12/6 Dana Watkins 

12/15 Todd Rockwell 

12/17 Chloe Atkeson 

12/19 Kendyll Klingensmith 

12/21 Leah Tribble 

12/22 John Heidt 

12/23 Jonathan Heidt 

12/23 Shawn Shove 

12/27 Stacy Atkeson 

12/29 Tom Smith 

12/30 Dave Ebert 

 

Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm. All are invited 

to come and help. There is a job for everyone! 

No experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For 

more information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-

8798. 

12/27/75 Dave & Nancy Ebert 

12/28/68 Carl & Linda Sturgeon 

12/30/82 Keith & Dianne Prestridge 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 

 

 

 

Visit our website: MilfordUMC.net and click on 

“Link to Video Worship Services” 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

~Deadline for the January Newsletter is December 15~ 

Casual Coffee with the 

Church Council– Dec. 18 

On the third Sunday of each 

month Church Council 

members will be available to 

answer your questions or 

discuss ideas with you. Grab a cup of coffee 

and join the members in the Commons after 

worship. 

 
Noisy Offerings in 
December are for  

Missionary Support.  You 
can place gifts in the 
Vase located in The 
Commons.   

In January, the Noisy Offering containers will be 
available in the pews, as they were before the 
pandemic. 

December, 2022 Sermon Themes and  

Worship Features 
 
The Advent Series continues in December, 
“When God Comes Down,” by James A. Har-
nish 
 
December 4 Advent II 
Choir Cantata:  I Hear the Prophet Callin’ 
Matthew 1:18-25 Drama features Joseph 
 
December 11 Advent III 
Holy Communion with musical setting 
Luke 1:26-38 Drama features Mary 
“Where We Meet God” 
 
December 18 Advent IV 
Luke 2:1-7 Drama features The Inn Keeper 
“Where Jesus is Born” 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve (bring food dona-
tions for Community Sharing) 
  4:30 p.m. Outdoor Worship on the front lawn by 
the life-sized Nativity 
  7:30 p.m. Indoor Worship with special music, 
Carols, and Candle Light Service 
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2 selections 
“A Witness to Wonder” 

 
December 25 Christmas Day 
   In person worship in the sanctuary at 10am, 
not available on-line. 
   “You Pick” Christmas Carols;  
If you like, wear an “Ugly Sweater” or your pa-
jamas.  
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-14 “The 
Light Shines in the Darkness” 
   On-line worship recorded by Bishop Bard for 
The Michigan Area. 

The link will be in our e-blast.  Please contact 

the office to subscribe. 

   Bring cookies to share after worship if you like. 

 

January 1 New Year’s Day 

   In person worship in the sanctuary at 10am, 

not available online. 

“You Pick” Christmas Carols 

A Sermon to start the New Year 

Bring cookies to share after worship if you like. 


