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November 2022 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is at 10:00 a.m. 

In-Person and by Livestream, 

and anytime on Youtube.com. 

I’ve discovered that some things seem impossible at 

first, then very difficult, then quite likely, and then 

they become part of everyday life.  It’s happened 

with the human quest to fly, our ambitions for space 

travel, and the development of transplant surgeries 

and replacement limbs.   

 

A similar process happened to me this fall when I started reading a book 

that seemed very difficult at first.  It never seemed impossible, but it was 

slow reading for 30 pages.  I could only read 5 pages per day, and then 

my eyes began to glaze over.  To my surprise, I found the rest of the 

book very insightful.  It’s called, “The Spirit and Art of Conflict 

Transformation: Creating a Culture of JustPeace,” and it’s by Thomas 

Porter, a licensed attorney and a professor at Boston University School 

of Theology.  I read his book in preparation for a class that Marianne and 

I are teaching at MUMC for the Heritage District Lay Servant Ministry 

program.  We have 15 people in the class, and I hope they are enjoying 

the book as much as I did.   

 

That process I described, from impossible to everyday life?  I think it 

could apply to many of our conflicts.  Opponents who now seem 

entrenched in impossible disagreements could take a step toward mutual 

understanding, mutual benefit, and a better, shared future.  How can we 

move from adversarial relationships to collaboration?  Find common 

ground… shared benefits… shared problems… and shared solutions.   

 

Dr. Porter suggests that you “Create in yourself an openness to conflict 

as a natural and necessary part of God’s creation, an opportunity for 

growth and revelation.”  That’s step one in his twelve-step description.  

We need to start inside ourselves.  Prepare yourself for conflict 

transformation!  Are you living with an entrenched conflict?  Will you dare 

to pray for God’s help and take first steps toward transformation?  God’s 

grace is sufficient for you, and nothing is impossible with God! 

 

I love you all,  

 

Pastor Doug 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, November 6 

Holy Communion/

Consecration Sunday 

(present 2023 Estimate of 

Giving Forms at the altar) 

All Saints Sunday: 

Dedicate Memorials 

Daylight Saving Time 

Ends 

 

Sunday, November 13 

“Save a Life 

Sunday” (Organ and 

Tissue Donor Sunday) 

 

Sunday, November 20  

Reign of Christ Sunday 

 

ADVENT SERIES: 

“When God Comes 

Down,” based on book by 

James Harnish 

 

Sunday, November 27  

Advent I  

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Congratulations Tiffany Klingensmith!    

    —by Pastor Marianne  
“Proverbs 31 Woman” – that is the phrase that kept going through my mind 
after I interviewed our own Tiffany Klingensmith. And I can’t help but share 
with you, her church family, the honor that she has received after years of 
work, focus, determination, and self-giving. 

Tiffany is president of Unconventional Solutions Inc. The company was founded by her husband, 
Doug, in 2002 and she joined in 2005. As president, she is the face of the company, creating 
business opportunities with diverse suppliers. 

Tiffany was nominated for “Women Business Enterprise” Woman of the Year for Michigan and 
Indiana 2022, by the president of Great Lakes Women Business Council (GLWBC). She was 
presented this prestigious award at the GLWBC Conference at the Novi Showcase on September 
28. It is given annually to the top leader in woman led businesses who has grown her company/
business with strong values such as integrity and humility, partnering with diverse suppliers, and 
significantly giving back to her community.  

Prior to this award, Tiffany was invited by DTE to speak on their behalf, as spokesperson for 
women in business, in Georgia, to a crowd of 4,000 at the National Conference of Women 
Business Enterprise. As a result of this opportunity, she was interviewed by Ford, Consumers, and 
2 other companies. GM offered Tiffany a full scholarship for an upcoming class for business 
executives.  

After her presentation, she also met with 12 small business leaders to advise them in regard to 
supplier diversity. (I think there will be many, many more opportunities for Tiffany to share her 
wisdom in the future – assisting others to grow their own businesses to the next level.) 

Tiffany said, “There have been many ups and downs through the years, but I choose to focus on 
the positive and not the negative. I trust that God only gives me what I can handle and I know that 
God is always there with me.” 

“She realizes that her trading is successful; she doesn’t put out her lamp at night… She reaches out 
to the needy; she stretches out her hands to the poor… Let her share in the results of her work; let 
her deeds praise her in the city gates.” - Proverbs 31: 18, 20, 31 CEB 

Congratulations, Tiffany! Your church family is so very proud of you and grateful for the many ways 
you live out your faith in God through your work and in our church and community! 
                                   - Praise be to God, Pastor Marianne  

 

 

Appalachia Service Project, Summer, 2023 

 
Please invite high school youth to join us for a one-week mission trip next summer.  If you know 
someone who might like to participate in a week of home repair, befriending the people of Appala-
chia, please contact Cheryl Smith, 248-310-9370. 
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Advent Study Offered Tuesday Evenings and 

Wednesday Mornings 

 

You are invited to a four-week Advent study/discussion based 

on our Advent sermon series and the small book, When God 

Comes Down, by James A. Harnish.  Rev. Sherry will lead the 

discussions on Wednesdays at 10am in the Conference Room, 

November 23, 30; December 7, 14.  Pastor Marianne will lead the discussions on Tuesdays at 6:30 

p.m. in the East Conference Room, November 22, 29; December 6, 13.  Please sign-up at the Wel-

come Desk. Books are available at the Welcome Desk or from the clergy, suggested donation: $10, 

cash or check payable to “MUMC.” 

Don’t Miss The Exciting Beginning 

         on November 6! 

 

To me, the hour of worship is the first and best hour of the week on the first and best day of the week. 
It’s not the end of the weekend; it’s the start of the new week! 
 
November 6 is a Holy Communion Sunday, marking the first Sunday of a new month. 
It’s also All Saints’ Day, and we’ll remember by name those we’ve lost in the past year, 
and we’ll dedicate items that have been purchased as memorials.  I like to think of these items beginning 
their term of service in the church.   
 
And, November 6 is the culmination of our Annual Giving Program… the day when we prayerfully 
present our Estimate of Giving Forms at the altar.  As God enables us, we plan to devote this amount of 
financial support to the church in the year ahead.  Our estimates are another exciting beginning for all 
the good we may do for Christ in 2023! 
 
Our Financial Secretary, Marilyn Motschenbacher, will privately tabulate the estimates and report totals, 
like: How many forms were completed?  How many people/families renewed their estimate at the same 
level as 2022?  How many increased their estimate?  How many decreased their estimate?  How much 
was estimated in total?  How does that compare to last year at this time?   
 
Some of the annual church income arrives as loose cash offerings, so the estimates only give us partial 
information, but they do help all of us consider our assets, our income, our needs, and how much we can 
devote to God’s work through our church in the year ahead.   
 
I love giving.  I think it’s a spiritual practice and a part of my relationship with God.  I hope you see it that 
way too!  I invite you to join Marianne and me and others in this church who give generously and 
sacrificially.  We gladly give 10% and more of our annual income to the church.  That’s a time-tested goal 
or standard in our faith tradition.  It’s not a rule, but millions of disciples have found it a joy.  I couldn’t 
recommend it unless I practiced it, so I’ve practiced it all my adult life.  We’re grateful to the church for 
the compensation we receive for our pastoral ministry.  Thank you.  We’re happy to give back more and 
more as the years go by, and the more we give, the happier we feel about it!  If this ancient practice is 
strange to you, do an online search of “the practice of tithing.”  You’ll see that millions of Christians have 
practiced it with great joy.  I invite you to start by giving a smaller percentage of your income, and make it 
a goal to increase that percentage, year by year.  We pray you find it a joyful practice at whatever level of 
giving you can give.  God loves a cheerful giver, so let’s enjoy the Grace of Giving!   
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug  
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Friends Preschool Cereal Box Domino Challenge! 

The season of thanks is upon us already as we near 

Thanksgiving. This year at Friends Preschool we want to 

try something new. This year we would like to collect dona-

tions of breakfast cereal that we will donate to Community 

Sharing, but first we will create a domino run using the ce-

real boxes on November 21 and 22. The more boxes of 

cereal donated the longer our domino run will be! If you 

would like to help us Knock Down Hunger, please bring 

boxes of cereal, and place it in the Friends Preschool Box 

near the welcome center.  

It is going to be Cereal-ously Fun! 

We are having a great time learning and growing with all our Friends. If you would like additional 
information about our program, please contact our office at 248-684-6086 or check out our web-
site at www.friendspreschool.org.  

50
th

 Wedding Anniversary and Renewal 

of Vows 

 

Congratulations to Karen Fay Nelson and John Ar-

thur Nelson, who renewed their wedding vows in 

the MUMC sanctuary on Sunday, October 16, 

2022, in celebration of their 50
th
 wedding anniver-

sary.  Congratulations to you both!  

Required Minimum Distributions 

Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) are withdrawals from tax-deferred investment accounts 

such as an IRA. If you reach the age of 70 ½ in 2020 or later, you must take your first RMD by April 

1
st
 of the year after you reach the age of 72. Many people with RMD requirements can reduce their 

tax expenses by donating assets from their retirement accounts directly to the church.  Ask your tax 

advisor if you are required to take Required Minimum Distributions each year and if you could lower 

your taxes by giving directly from that retirement account to the church. Never make a withdrawal 

from these type of investment accounts without first consulting your tax advisor. 

http://www.friendspreschool.org
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11/4 William Crawford 

11/7 Robin Fletcher 

11/7 Grace Gurke 

11/7 Dr. Greg Oldford 

11/11 Kevin Golden 

11/12 Kendall Thompson 

11/13 Kelsey Shufflebarger 

11/14 Eva Watkins 

11/15 Tyler Thompson 

11/17 Mary Wenger 

11/23 Karen Jacoby 

11/26 Patsy Patterson 

11/28 Travis Thomann 

 

Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm. All are invited 

to come and help. There is a job for everyone! 

No experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For 

more information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-

8798. 

November 8, 1997 -  Tom & Cheryl Smith 

November 11, 1988 -  Frank & Pam Fisher 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 

 

 

 

Kroger Community 

Rewards  

The money MUMC receives 

from Kroger Community 

Rewards has dramatically 

decreased.  Please visit 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com and designate 

MUMC as your community rewards recipient. Our 

Rewards number is VQ308. Designating MUMC as 

your community rewards recipient does not affect 

any Kroger rewards you receive. Follow the 

instructions under “Link your card to an 

organization.”  It will tell you if you are enrolled in 

Community Rewards or let you enroll or choose 

MUMC as your Community Rewards recipient.   

Thank you! 

OFFERING COUNTERS &  
COFFEE PREP 

 

We will soon be setting up the schedules for 
counters and coffee preparation for the first 6 
months of 2023. Volunteers are needed in 
both areas. If you are interested in helping 
out, please contact Nancy Weeks to find out 
what’s involved: sevendays410@gmail.com 
or 248-787-6417. 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
mailto:sevendays410@gmail.com


6 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

~Deadline for the December Newsletter is November 15~ 

Casual Coffee with the 

Church Council– Nov. 20 

On the third Sunday of each 

month Church Council 

members will be available to 

answer your questions or 

discuss ideas with you. Grab a cup of coffee 

and join the members in the Commons after 

worship. 

 
Noisy Offerings in 
November are for 

bless our neighbors in 
need at Christmas with 
Kroger Gift Certificates. 
 

Please give as we prepare for this important 
ministry that we do each December.  

November, 2022 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features  
 
November 6 Holy Communion/Consecration 
Sunday 
(present 2023 Estimate of Giving Forms at the 
altar) 
All Saints Sunday: Dedicate Memorials 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 
2 Corinthians 9:7-11; I Timothy 6:17-19; Luke 
19:1-10 
Giving Program, “The Grace of Giving” III of III: 
    “Growing in the Grace of Giving” 
 
November 13 
“Save a Life Sunday” (Organ and Tissue Donor 
Sunday) 
Isaiah 65:17-25 
II Thessalonians 3: 6-13 
Luke 21: 5-19 
“Lessons from Utopia”  
 
November 20 Reign of Christ Sunday 
II Samuel 23:1-7 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 18:33-37 
“Too Busy for God” (Psalm 132:1-12) 
 
          ADVENT SERIES: “When God Comes 

Down,” based on book by James Harnish 

 

November 27: Advent I: Isaiah 64:1-3; Luke 1: 5

-17 “Waiting for the Sunrise” (dramatic portrayal 

of Zechariah and Elizabeth) 

Visit our website: MilfordUMC.net and click on 

“Link to Video Worship Services” 


