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October 2022 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is at 10:00 a.m. 

In-Person and by Livestream, 

and anytime on Youtube.com. 

I’ve discovered that there’s a lot of satisfaction 

to be found by doing good work.  Ecclesiastes 

3:12,13 says, “I know there is nothing better for 

people than to be happy and to do good while 

they live.  That each of them may eat and drink, 

and find satisfaction in all their toil- this is the gift 

of God.”  

 

Whether you are working a full-time job or you are retired… or 

somewhere in-between… do you find a sense of satisfaction in 

your work?  It could be the work where you earn a living, the work 

of caring for someone who needs your assistance, the work of 

tending your own home, or some aspect of Christian service.  

“Whatever you do, do it ALL to the glory of God.” (I Corinthians 

10:31) 

 

Whenever we address this topic, someone will think, “I don’t have 

a talent or a calling.” Or they’ll say, “My work has nothing to do 

with serving God.”  If you feel that way about your work, I wonder if 

you could focus on the relationships involved with your work.  Is 

there some way that your work life gives you an opportunity to 

show God’s love to others?  Or is there some way you can change 

your attitude or your approach to your work so that you can do it 

“to the glory of God?”   

 

I pray that we all find ways to offer our talents to God, offer our 

work to God, and glorify God as we work, even if our work seems 

isolated from our faith life.  Perhaps YOU are the only one who 

can make a connection between your work and your faith.  I pray 

God will bless all of us with meaningful work AND a sense of holy 

satisfaction as we do it “unto the Lord.” 

 

I love you all,  

Pastor Doug 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 

 

Saturday, October 1 

Hands With Detroit 

Project at Cass  

 

Sunday, October 2 

World Communion 

Sunday, Potluck Lunch, 

Church Membership 

Orientation 

 

October 7-9 

Men’s Apple Pie Bake & 

Sale 

 

October 23-November 6 

Annual Giving Program 

 

Oct 29 & November 12 

“The Art of Conflict 

Transformation” class  at 

MUMC 

 

Sunday, October 30 

Holy Baptism & 

Reception of New 

Members 

 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Reflections on “Life is Messy”     

    —by Pastor Marianne  
“From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is 
admirable, focus your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is 
holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of 
praise.” Philippians 4:8 (Common English Bible) 
 
The topic of “gossip” was part of a small group discussion lately. Author 

Matthew Kelly says that “gossip can never be undone . . . it alters the way people see another 
person forever . . . robs the victim of dignity and opportunity.”  I’ve been reflecting on “Where does 
this need to gossip come from?”  There are probably many reasons we are tempted to pass along 
information that does not hold another in a particularly “good light.” Whether it’s a half-truth or a 
fact; why do we feel an urge to share it? 
 
Kelly suggests that we keep “a couple of quick litmus tests at the ready to gain clarity.”  
As a former Rotarian, right away I thought of the Rotary International 4-Way Test.  A lot of clubs 
begin or end their weekly meetings by reciting it together: 
#1. Is it the truth?  #2. Is it fair to all concerned?  #3. Will it build good will and better friendships?  
#4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 
 
What if we asked ourselves these questions in some form before we spoke? 
What if we sought to follow the instruction of Paul to the Philippians and focused our thoughts on 
things that are excellent and admirable… “all that is true, just, pure, lovely, and worthy of praise?”  
Could we hold back those words of gossip?  Could we build more goodwill and better friendships?   
 
“God of truth and love, by the power of your Holy Spirit, help us speak words of redemption and 
life, in Jesus’ name. Amen.”    - Pastor Marianne  
 

GOD’S GARDEN 

 

We have reached the end of the growing sea-
son and what a summer it has been. The gar-
den produced zucchini, yellow squash, cucum-
bers, green and yellow beans and tomatoes. I 
wish we had kept track of the number of zuc-
chini that we picked. To give you an idea – we 
have been delivering once and usually twice a 
week to Community Sharing since the begin-
ning of July and each delivery contained any-

where from 5 to 15 zucchini -- we have pictures to prove it�  Thank you to everyone who helped 
make this happen. As a mission of the church, it was a great success. Part of its success was due 
to the daily watering. Our water bill covering most of the growing time came to $1,490.86. Jim Heer 
applied and received a $268.20 credit from the Village of Milford for that bill. If you would like to 
help, we need about $200 - $300 more to cover the rest of the water expense incurred by the Gar-
den. Contributions can be placed in the Sunday offering with a notation that it is for the water bill. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON BEING AN ENGAGE-MI CONGREGATION! 
 

Last month in worship, Pastor Marianne presented a formal thank you letter from Bishop Bard to our 

Lay Leader, Ann Koss, and a framed certificate to our Missions Committee Chairperson, Kecia 

McKane.  These gifts recognized the Milford UMC for giving 100% of our 2021 Ministry Shares.  

That is our first missional obligation, supporting the connectional work of The Heritage District and 

The Michigan Conference with our fair share of financial support.  We were also recognized for par-

ticipating in mission education, engagement, and financial support of mission projects in 5 catego-

ries above and beyond our Ministry Shares.  Congratulations to the entire congregation, and thank 

you for giving! 

 

WHAT’S GOIN’ ON? 
 
October 1- November 8 “Love Your Neighbor.”  As we approach election day, November 8, we are 
doing a “campaign” called, “Love Your Neighbor.”  We challenge you to start a list of things you will 
try to do in order to “give evidence” that God’s love lives in you.  You could post the list on your 
smart phone or on your refrigerator.  Start now and see how you can “Testify to Love” during this 
season that is often contentious.   
 
October 1 “Hands with Detroit:” As the October newsletter goes to print, we have 6 people signed 
up to serve in Detroit on October 1 with Cass Social Services at The Fox Center.  We are hoping to 
provide 10 volunteers for that day of painting and installing vinyl plank flooring.  There is no charge 
and we are carpooling from the church 8am to 5pm.  Please contact Pastor Doug if you’d like more 
information.  
 
Oct. 2 Church Potluck 11:15am hosted by the Choir for all.  Please bring a dish to pass. 
Membership Orientation: Join pastor Doug after lunch to learn about church membership.  Those 
who wish to join the church may do so on Sunday, October 30. 
 

October 4-6 Pasty Bake and Sale: Our partner church, Oak Grove UMC, is making and selling 

pasties, October 4-6.  Please contact our pastors if you’d like to help or to order pasties.  They will 

be available for pick-up at the Milford Church on October 6 from 3pm to 8pm.  $6 each. 

 

October 7-9 Milford Men’s Apple Pie Bake and Sale: If you’d like to help make dough or cut ap-

ples, please join us Friday evening or Saturday morning.  If you’d like to order pies, you can sign-up 

in The Commons. Pies are $10 each. 

 

October 15- Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study at Oak Grove UMC, 9am.  All are welcome.  Please 

let Pastor Doug know if you’d like to carpool.   

 

October 22- Swiss Steak Dinner at Oak Grove Church. 

 

October 22- Africa University 30
th

 Anniversary- We have a dynamic educational program serving 

students from all over Africa with many endowed scholarships and professorships and excellent fa-

cilities.  Alumni serve in a wide variety of leadership roles in many countries. Praise God for this  

dream that came true.  It will help Africa for generations.  Thank you for being a part, through Minis-

try Shares, of this Church-wide mission to start such a wonderful, church-related University in Africa!   
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October 23 – November 6 “The Grace of Giving,” our annual giving program, in which we’ll prayer-

fully estimate our giving for the year 2023.  We’ll invite you to complete an Estimate of Giving Card 

by November 6.  Your participation is a spiritual discipline, and the total estimate of giving helps our 

Church Council plan our program of ministry. 

 

Oct. 29 & Nov. 12 “The Art of Conflict Transformation.”  Pastor Doug & Pastor Marianne are 

teaching a class at Milford UMC on two Saturdays.  All are welcome, and the class is part of Lay 

Servant Ministry, a training program of The United Methodist Church.  Materials are free to partici-

pants.  Learn that conflict is a natural part of life in relationships, and it can be transformational.   

Training lasts 9am to 4pm.  Please register by October 12 so you can read some material before the 

first day of class.   

 

October 30 Holy Baptism and Reception of New Members in worship. 

    11:15 a.m. Movie and Popcorn for children downstairs 

    11:15 a.m. “Donuts with Pastor Doug” in the Conference Room, with discussion on  

                      “Surviving Parenthood.”  

 

November 6 All Saints Sunday: Please submit names of people you’d like us to remember in wor-

ship- those who died since Nov. 1, 2021.  We invite you to submit the name, their relation to you, 

your name, a photo of the deceased, and the date of their death.  Please submit these items to the 

church office by Oct. 31.  (Reminder: Our 2023 Estimate of Giving Cards are due by November 6.)   

 

November 15 deadline: “Saving Grace”: This new, United Methodist curriculum connects personal 

financial management to Christian discipleship.   Are you interested in the topic?  I’m taking the 

class this fall by video conference, and I’d like to offer the class to others, starting in January, also by 

video conference.  Please let me know by November 15 if you’d like to take the class.  There will be 

six sessions, including a video and discussion for each session.  We’ll build a schedule to suit the 

registered participants, as best we can.  There will be some homework assignments that you can 

work on for your own benefit, but I will not ask you to disclose financial information.  It’s more about 

how to deal with financial anxiety, chaos, conflict, competing priorities, etc.  – Pastor Doug, 248-875-

8009 mobile 

 

 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, October 2  
 

As Christ-followers, we belong to a global faith community.  When we are 

baptized, we aren’t alone; we are surrounded by a large circle of love and 

grace.  When we receive Holy Communion, we partake in the mystical Body 

of Christ in all times and all places.  The word “Communion” describes our 

interaction with God and one another.  Do your best to join us at the table of 

grace each Communion Sunday, and on World Communion Sunday, we in-

vite you to bring an extra gift.  The World Communion Sunday Offering sup-

ports ethnic scholarships in the U.S. and around the world.  It’s another way 

we show that our “communion” is global.  
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Required Minimum Distributions 

Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) are 

withdrawals from tax-deferred investment ac-

counts such as an IRA. If you reach the age of 

70 ½ in 2020 or later, you must take your first 

RMD by April 1
st
 of the year after you reach the 

age of 72. Many people with RMD requirements 

can reduce their tax expenses by donating as-

sets from their retirement accounts directly to 

the church.  Ask your tax advisor if you are re-

quired to take Required Minimum Distributions 

each year and if you could lower your taxes by 

giving directly from that retirement account to 

the church. Never make a withdrawal from 

these type of investment accounts without first 

consulting your tax advisor. 

 

 

NOISY OFFERINGS IN OCTOBER  

 

October Noisy Offerings are for Missionary Support. 

 

MEN’S MINISTRY 

 

Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Study 

Hey guys!  Don’t forget that we offer a Men’s Bible Study each Thursday at 8:00 a.m. in the pastor’s 

study.  Drop in for a test drive, or ask Pastor Doug if you’d like more information.  

2023 BUDGET 

 

The Finance Committee will be meeting on Monday, October 10
th
 at 7:00 to discuss the budget for 

2023. If you have a budget item you would like reviewed, please plan on attending the meeting or 
send your information to Nancy Weeks by October 7

th
, via email: sevendays410@gmail.com. The 

meeting will probably be on Zoom so if you plan to attend, let Nancy know so she can send you the 
link. Once the budget is determined, it will be presented to the Church Council for their approval on 
November 3, 2022. 

Apple Pie Sale 

Our Men’s Club will 

be making Apple Pies 

October 7-9, with a 

pick up date of  

October 9. You can 

order the pies baked or not baked, frozen 

or not frozen. Please sign up at the 

welcome center in the Commons. Pies are 

$10 each. 

mailto:sevendays410@gmail.com
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Friends Preschool & Kindergarten school year is off and running! 

September brought the first day of school, meeting new friends, 

school pictures, and a field trip to Spicer’s Orchard. October looks 

just as busy as September as we look forward to the Fire Depart-

ment visit where we learn about fire safety. We will also be wel-

coming back the Huron Metro Park’s in house field trips! They al-

ways bring fun things as we learn about nature firsthand. And what 

would October be without our Annual Fall Harvest Party which we 

celebrate with pumpkins, costumes and yes, even some candy!  

We are having a great time learning and growing with all our 
Friends. If you would like additional information about our pro-
gram, please contact our office at 248-684-6086 or check out our 
website at www.friendspreschool.org.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

The committee meets on the 2
nd

 Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. and is open to all members. 
This year we have been closely monitoring our expenses & income. Thanks to all our committees 
and staff who have been very careful with their spending & keeping within our budget. Our average 
monthly income as of the end of August is $20,556. It needs to be at least $23,000 per month in 
order to meet our budget and cover some unexpected expenses that always occur.  

 

We are currently working to change our VISA account that will result in a lower spending limit and 
reduce the number of people with access to the account.  It has not been a problem, but we thought 
it wise to put these changes in place.  Last winter we experienced higher than usual bills from DTE 
for gas & electric services. While these expenses are now under control, we never know when the 
rates will increase as I’m sure you’ve noticed with your home bills. We are investigating if there 
would be any benefit to the church if we switched to a budget payment plan. We’ll keep you posted 
about what we find out. 

OFFERING COUNTERS & COFFEE PREP 

 

We will soon be setting up the schedules for counters and coffee preparation for the first 6 months 
of 2023. Volunteers are needed in both areas. If you are interested in helping out, please contact 
Nancy Weeks to find out what’s involved: sevendays410@gmail.com or 248-787-6417. 

http://www.friendspreschool.org
mailto:sevendays410@gmail.com
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10/4 Marilyn Moore 

10/6 Betty Erwin 

10/11 Del Dee 

10/16 Phyllis Motley 

10/19 Carl Hawkinson 

10/20 Bette Knedgen 

10/20 Nicholas “Cole” McKane 

10/21 Diana Opfer 

10/23 Cameron Priebe 

10/25 John Moore 

10/26 Brad Erwin 

10/27 Maddy Kemp 

10/27 Katie Thompson 

10/28 John Robinson 

 

Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for everyone! No experience 

necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, 

sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

10/18/03 Dr. Greg & Mary Jo Oldford 

10/18/68 Emil & Sue Tonello 

10/21/72 John & Karen Nelson 

10/24/64 Jeff & Marilyn Motschenbacher 

10/24/59 John & Marilyn Moore 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

UWF Prayer Shawl/
Blanket Update  

Thank you to everyone who 

continues to make the  

shawls/blankets-either by 

knitting, crocheting or from fleece. We 

continue to give them out  to bring comfort, 

encouragement and joy.  Each person 

receiving one has been so touched and 

uplifted.  It warms the heart to be able to bring 

a smile (maybe even a tear), to  a 

person.  Every time the recipient  uses that 

wrap, it is like a warm hug from us and God.   

These items can be brought to the church 

office or contact Linda Sturgeon, if you bring 

one in, please leave a note with your name. If 

you know of someone who is in need of 

receiving one contact the church office or 

Linda Sturgeon.  

~Deadline for the November Newsletter is October 15~ 

Casual Coffee with the 

Church Council– Oct. 16 

On the third Sunday of each 

month Church Council 

members will be available to 

answer your questions or 

discuss ideas with you. Grab a cup of coffee 

and join the members in the Commons after 

worship. 

 
Noisy Offerings in 
October are for 

Missionary Support. 

  


