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September 2022 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

OPEN for In-Person Sunday Worship 

or Livestream Worship: 10am then 

anytime 

I’ve discovered that many people respond very 
positively when personally invited to practice 
their faith in some way.  This summer, we 
intentionally asked a dozen men to help us give 
such invitations to men.  I’m very grateful for the 
excellent response we’re getting as we contact 
the 70 men who are part of this church already 
or at least are friends of this church.   We thank 

the 12 callers, who accepted the role of contacting about 6 men 
each.  I asked them to think of themselves both as “disciples” and 
as “disciple makers,” as in our stated mission, “Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  To help us 
ground this effort in our faith, I started calling these twelve, “The 
Apostles.”  
 
I know that’s a little “over the top,” but I want everyone to 
understand this effort as an apostolic mission.  We are inviting 
more men to more actively practice their faith with us in this 
congregation.  We pray it will strengthen their life with God AND 
that it will strengthen the vitality of our congregation!   
 
We started by inviting the men to attend our church picnic on 
August 21 and play in a corn hole tournament that day.  When it 
seemed right, we asked them to help the Men’s Club host the 
picnic by serving on the Cooks Team, the Set-up Team, or the 
Games Team.  At the picnic, we invited men to practice their faith 
together this fall and gave them opportunities: 
 
A. Register for a Coming Event: 
 
Sept. 17 Habitat for Humanity Project in East Lansing, sponsored 
by Michigan Conference United Methodist Men.  Contact Pastor 
Doug ASAP to register. 
 
Sept. 25 Men’s Ministry Sunday at MUMC: Attend and help us 
make this a special day in our church as we help more men 
practice their faith with us.  
 
Saturday, October 1 MUMC Mission to Cass Community Social 
Services in Detroit: painting and installing vinyl plank flooring.  Ten 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, September 4 

Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, September 11 

Grandparents Day 

 

Saturday, September 17 

Habitat for Humanity 

Project in East Lansing 

 

Sunday, September 18 

Rally Day/National Back 

to Church Sunday 

 

Sunday, September 25 

Men’s Ministry Sunday 

 

Saturday, October 1 

Mission Project for Cass 

Community Social 

Services 

 

Continued on page 3 
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Reflections on “Life is Messy”     

    —by Pastor Marianne  
 
I’m a regular subscriber to “Magnolia Journal.” Each change of season I look 
forward to receiving this magazine and to the theme it will explore. Well, last 
week, the Fall 2022 issue arrived, and the theme is “Fortitude!” 
 It feels old-fashioned; you don’t hear the word often.  I’m looking forward to 
pondering the subject, and I wonder, “Can I gain fortitude?  How?”  

Tonight, in our “Life is Messy” discussion, we’ll touch on “comfort.” Author Matthew Kelly tells us 
that comfort, which we do need in times of pain and suffering, also has a dark side. We can get 
addicted to comfort. Seeking it at all costs. He states, “If you want to destroy people, make them 
comfortable. Give them every comfort they desire. Excessive indulgence . . . leads to love of 
comfort and love of comfort poisons the soul.” 

I’m guessing that comfort as a way of life is not the way to gain fortitude.  

 
One source states that, “Fortitude is essential for advancing in our spiritual lives and for our 
personal growth. When we encounter obstacles in our lives, it helps us push through, and often we 
find ourselves stronger as a result.” (GoodConfession.com) 

I’ve seen fortitude in your lives here at Milford United Methodist Church. You are inspirations to 
me, and I am very grateful. If I asked where that fortitude came from, I have a hunch most of you 
would talk about relying on the strength of God in times of trial, not dwelling on your woes, clinging 
to hope, practicing patience, reaching out to others for support and in service and pressing 
forward.  

Our paths are seldom smooth or always in good order. But, as followers of Christ Jesus, we have 
an example, a savior, a hope and a promise, that in God’s grace we can press on and grow in 
spirit and in truth, even though life is messy.  

As we reflect on how far we’ve come, let us give God thanks for being with us every step of the 
way.  As Joanna Gaines wrote in closing, let us “go forward steady and strong, full of precious 
fortitude.” May it be so.  

“The Lord is my strength and my song.” Psalm 118:14. Thanks be to God. 
                                                                   

       My love to you all,  
                                                                                 Pastor Marianne                                                                                   

Required Minimum Distributions 

Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) are withdrawals from tax-deferred investment accounts 

such as an IRA. If you reach the age of 70 ½ in 2020 or later, you must take your first RMD by 

April 1
st
 of the year after you reach the age of 72. Many people with RMD requirements can re-

duce their tax expenses by donating assets from their retirement accounts directly to the church.  

Ask your tax advisor if you are required to take Required Minimum Distributions each year and if 

you could lower your taxes by giving directly from that retirement account to the church. Never 

make a withdrawal from these type of investment accounts without first consulting your tax advi-

sor. 
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volunteers needed as our part in a major event called, “Hands with Detroit.” 
 
October 7-9 Apple Pie Making weekend at MUMC 
 
B. Join in Ongoing Church Life:  
Sunday worship  
Sunday Coffee hour or Adult Sunday School 
Wednesday, Join the Hand Bell Choir or Chancel Choir 
Thursday, 8:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at MUMC 
Form new small groups for spiritual growth, service, or both. 
Serve in Meals on Wheels 
Help with church maintenance or landscaping 
Serve on a Church Committee: Missions, Communication, Finance, Trustees,  
    SPRC (personnel) 
Serve on a Ministry Team: Tech, Greeters, Ushers, God’s Garden, Furniture and  
    Appliance delivery; Worship Design, Kitchen 
 
Get Trained as a Lay Servant Minister (training from our district) 
Get Trained as an ERT: Early Response Team member (disaster response) 
 
Please lift our Men’s Ministry Vision in prayer! 
 
I love you all,  
 
Pastor Doug  
 

Continued from page 1 

Additional Information on Our October 1 Mission Project And  

Collection of Needed Items For Cass Community Social Services 

Milford United Methodist Church has agreed to have a group of 10-15 workers participate in Hands 

with Detroit which will be assisting Cass Social Services (CCSS) at their new housing shelter, The 

Fox Center. On Saturday, October 1, 2022 our group from MUMC will help with painting and in-

stalling vinyl plank flooring  A sign-up sheet is located at the Welcome Desk in the Commons. 

CCSS is planning to open The Fox Family Center on October 13th. CCSS will be collecting the fol-

lowing NEW items to make kits for the residents.  

Needed Items: 

• Twin Sheet Sets  

• Twin Blankets  

• Towel Sets (1 bath towel, 1 wash cloth)  

• Hygiene Kits (contents to fit in a gallon zip lock bag):  

Hand Towel, Soap, Toothbrush, Toothpaste, Comb, Razor, Shampoo, Hand Sanitizer, Deodorant, 

Tissue (Travel Size)  

We will have bins in the fellowship hall for donations 
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The Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) 
 

The MMDC is in Pawnee, IL, where United Methodists operate a warehouse for our disaster re-
sponse efforts.  In the first 7 months of 2021, 965 volunteers served at the MMDC. We received sup-
plies valued at $2,776,599.  We made 19 international shipments and 142 domestic shipments and 
distributed 510,562 pounds of supplies.   
 
In April, 2023, we’ll invite you to donate relief supplies at Milford United Methodist Church.  Our cler-
gy and lay members will transport them to The Michigan Annual Conference in May, and they’ll help 
to fill a truck that takes the supplies to the MMDC.   
 
Example: A Student Kit includes  

3 notebooks (1 Subject spiral 8” x 10 ½”) 

1 ruler- 12” long with metric 

6 pencils – unsharpened 

1 pencil sharpener 

1 pencil eraser – 2” or larger 

1 Box of 12 colored pencils 

1 Box of 24 crayons 

 

See www.MIDWESTMISSION.ORG  

 

Back to school! 

I love the name of our school, Friends! Sure, the sharp crayons, the new pink 

erasers, and the latest lunchbox are great, but a new school year also means 

the possibilities of new friends! Friends that last a school year, and some that 

last a lifetime! Some of our smallest friends will have tears in their eyes the 

first few days of school and others come excited for a new adventure, but all 

will be welcomed with warm smiles and hugs when needed. We enter as 

strangers but end as Friends and that is what makes our school special.  

We have a few spots available for the 2022-23 school year. If you would like 
additional information about our program, please contact us at friendspreandk@gmail.com and we 
will set up a time to tell you about our program. 

http://www.MIDWESTMISSION.ORG
mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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9/4 Juanita Rogers 

9/5 Mike Bassett 

9/9 Mike Shove 

9/10 Joan Shawver 

9/10 Don Fletcher 

9/10 Nancy Weeks 

9/12 Carolyn Graves 

9/17 Lance Oberg 

9/19 Karen Delaney 

9/23 Florence Campbell 

9/26 Roger Clemens 

9/28 Nancy Ebert 

9/28 Joe Strauss 

9/29 Scott Smith 

 

Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for everyone! No experience 

necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, 

sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

9/20/00 Joe & Carol Strauss 

9/22/62 Bob & Jan Olari 

 

MUMC is an “ENGAGE-MI  
Congregation.”  Congratulations! 

 
Last year, MUMC qualified as an “EngageMI” 

congregation.  It means that we gave 100% of 

our Ministry Shares, which was $34,301.  We 

also engaged in mission education, hands on 

mission work, and gave money to mission pro-

jects in Michigan, at Red Bird Mission in Ken-

tucky, and international mission projects.  In ad-

dition, we supported at least one missionary: 

Helen Roberts-Evans and gave money for 

UMCOR disaster response in the United States.  

Congratulations on being an EngageMI congre-

gation in 2021.  Please help us achieve that 

mission certification in 2022 by regular giving to 

our church.  A portion of our offerings helps us 

pay our Ministry Shares, our fair share of the 

mission and ministry of The United Methodist 

Church in Michigan and throughout the world.   

Kroger Community 

Rewards  

The money MUMC 

receives from Kroger 

Community Rewards has 

dramatically decreased.  

Please visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com and 

designate MUMC as your community rewards 

recipient. Our Rewards number is VQ308. 

Designating MUMC as your community rewards 

recipient does not affect any Kroger rewards you 

receive. Follow the instructions under “Link your card 

to an organization.”  It will tell you if you are enrolled 

in Community Rewards or let you enroll or choose 

MUMC as your Community Rewards recipient.   

Thank you! 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

~Deadline for the October Newsletter is September 15~ 

Casual Coffee with the 

Church Council 

On the third Sunday of each 

month Church Council 

members will be available to 

answer your questions or 

discuss ideas with you. Grab a cup of coffee 

and join the members in the Commons between 

services. The July meeting will be held on the 

17th. 

 
Noisy Offerings in 
September are to 

bless our neighbors in 
need with Kroger Gift 
Certificates. 

 
Please give as we prepare for this important 
ministry that we do each December. 

  

September, 2022 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features      
 
September is Open House Month in The United 
Methodist Church 
 
September 4  
Holy Communion, Hymn Sing  
Jeremiah 18:1-6; Philemon 1-12; Luke 14:25-33 
CEB 
“The Towers of Jesus: Commitment, Sacrifice, 
Generosity” 
 
September 11  
Grandparents Day 
Bibles for 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Graders 

Praise Band returns to worship at MUMC 
Leviticus 20:25, 26; Ephesians 4:25-32; Luke 
15:1-10 
“Why Church?  Reason One: Community” 
 
September 18  
Rally Day/National Back to Church Sunday 
Ezekiel 34:23; I John 4:7, 8; Matthew 9:35, 36 
Love Your Neighbor I: “Testify to Love” 
 
September 25  
Men’s Ministry Sunday 
Acts 17:22-28; Matthew 7:3-5 
Love Your Neighbor II: “Love the Neighbor Who 
Disagrees with You!” 


