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July 2022 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

OPEN for In-Person Sunday Worship 

or Livestream Worship: 9:30am & 

11am, then anytime 

 
I’ve heard a few people comment on the difficult 
times we’re living in.  We could all name many 
sources of global or personal distress in our 
time, which reminds me of the prophet 
Jeremiah.  Talk about living in hard times!   
 
In chapter 32 Babylon was besieging 

Jerusalem, like Russia is besieging Ukraine in our time.  Many 
people have lost loved ones, their homes, or their livelihood. They 
can’t ever go home, at least not to the community they once knew.   
 
The King of Judah, Zedekiah, did not appreciate Jeremiah’s 
doomsday sermons at all.  “Why do you prophesy that The Lord 
will give Jerusalem into the hands of the King of Babylon?”  King 
Zedekiah confined Jeremiah in a prison cell.  Then God directed 
Jeremiah to buy a certain field in Anathoth, and get the deed 
signed.  It seemed like a crazy time to buy land.  He might wonder 
if a Jewish deed would be good after Babylon seized the whole 
country.  But in faith and obedience he made the purchase and 
proclaimed that houses, fields, and vineyards would again be 
purchased in the land.  Jeremiah’s “prophetic purchase” was a 
way of saying that the world would not end when Jerusalem fell 
into Babylonian control.  It seemed difficult to believe, but nothing 
is impossible for God.   
 
What prophetic actions can you take in our distressing times?  
How can you show faith that nothing is too difficult for God.  Let’s 
plant seeds and believe that God will cause the sun to shine upon 
us again.  Let’s put our hearts and hands into the work God gives 
us and have faith for the future.  With God, nothing is impossible, 
and God can use us to bring a brighter day.  Such faith and faithful 
actions are especially needed in difficult times.   
 
I love you all,  
 
Pastor Doug McMunn 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, July 3 

Holy Communion 

 

Tuesday, July 5 

Campfire Vespers 

 

Sunday, July 10 

Servant Leader 

Recognition 

 

Sunday, July 17 

Octogenarian Celebration 

 

Monday, July 18 

Community Night at the 

Reachout Barn 

 

Thursday, July 21 

Community Night at the 

Reachout Barn 

 

Monday, July 25 

Community Night at the 

Reachout Barn 

 

Thursday, July 28 

Community Night at the 

Reachout Barn 
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

“Community Nights at the Reachout Barn,” for All Ages,  

July 18, 21, 25, 28 at 5:30 p.m. 
    —by Pastor Marianne  
 
 
Milford UMC is in a “2-point-charge,” meaning that Doug and I serve as 
pastors at both Milford UMC and Oak Grove UMC, which is a country 
church, 6 miles north of Howell.  It takes about 35 minutes to drive from 

church to church.  Neither church has a regular Vacation Bible School this summer, but Oak Grove 
has planned an alternative experience for all ages, and YES!, you are invited.  It’s called, 
“Community Nights at the Reachout Barn.”  We collect and distribute household goods from our 
Reachout Barn, staffed by volunteers at regular weekly hours.  The merchandise is not priced.  
Patrons may give a donation, and proceeds serve the community through Love, Inc., which is 
similar to Community Sharing in Milford. 
 
So, we’re offering an outdoor meal in late July, under canopies, on two Mondays and two 
Thursdays, at 5:30 p.m.  There’s no charge, but donations are welcome for the food expenses.  
After the meal, we’ll have a Bible lesson/program about feeding the hungry, based on Mark 12:31, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself,” ending at 7:00 p.m.  In case of rain, we’ll move into the church.  
Our theme is, “Abundance Orchard: Where Faith Grows and Hungry People are Fed.”  The 
curriculum is from The Society of St. Andrew, a hunger relief ministry.  The church and Reachout 
Barn are located at 6686 Oak Grove Road, Howell, MI 48855.  I ask for your prayers for this 
outreach to our neighbors.  You are warmly invited, and if you’d like to carpool with us, please call 
or text me at 248-875-3783 mobile.  
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Marianne 

Come Join Us for Campfire Vespers  

on Tuesdays, June 28 & July 5 @7pm. 

Bring a folding chair and “circle up” in the church parking lot around the fire pit. 

We will sing your favorite hymns/songs, share scriptures, and fellowship. 

(There might even be a snack!) Bibles & hymnals will be available or bring your own. Hope to see 

you there! 

Camp 

Michigan Area United Methodist Camps still have some spaces in the summer camping season 

(for all ages) and some RV/tent spaces into the fall. Check out the literature on the table next to 

the welcome center. 
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Familiar Face Changes at Friends Preschool and 

Kindergarten 

 

Dear MUMC Congregation, 

June 9
th
 was my last day as Friends Preschool & Kindergarten’s Office Manager.  As you may 

know, my father passed away last year from a heart infection and my son moved in with my moth-
er in Florida.  While that has worked out well, I can see I will need to spend more time in Florida in 
the coming years, caring for my mom and her household.   

My household has changed a lot since I began at Friends in September 2019: my 25-year-old-son 
Ben has moved to Florida where he teaches 8

th
 grade History and English; and my 22-year-old-

daughter Kelly has graduated from nursing school and plans to stay in Ohio where she currently 
works as a firefighter; and my husband works from home full-time.  This means we can travel 
more because my husband can work from anywhere. 

I have loved working with the staff at Friends and seeing the children every day has been a ray of 
sunshine.  I am leaving Friends in very capable hands.  I’m pleased to announce that Kris Born, 
former MUMC Office Manager and Friends Office Manager, will be returning to take my posi-
tion.  I’m confident that Kris, as well as director Tammy Rittmueller and assistant director Tracy 
Bruletti, will skillfully guide the school for many years to come. 

God Bless, 

Katy Weeks 
Office Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello Everyone.  It’s me Kris Born.  You may remember me as the spunky church secretary at 
MUMC, who had type-o’s in every bulletin, from 2013-2015 or as the Office Manager for Friends 
Preschool from 2016-2019.  Since then I threw my hat in the full time, back to the grind, world of 
working.  I didn’t love it.  Fortunately, I was able to take the past year off and really engage with 
my kids and their activities and now I am ready to get back to what I love; being with people.  I will 
be returning to Friends in June as the Office Manager once again.   

 

I am really happy to return. I love the little ones at Friends and I love the people of MUMC.  It will 
be so nice to reconnect with everyone.  In case you forgot or just never knew.  I have my wonder-
ful husband Dave, three daughters and two dogs (Lola & Kody).  Amanda is a senior at Grand 
Valley and will be graduating in December with an accounting degree.  Abbey will be starting her 
college career off at the University of South Florida this fall to study elementary education and 
yes… I will be visiting her as often as I can.  And my baby girl Ashley will be a sophomore at Lake-
land HS this fall. 

 

Please pop in, starting in June, to say hello.  Blessings to all!   Kris 
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Milford UMC is Certified as an  

EngageMI Congregation!   
 

Last year, we gave our full support to our Michigan Conference in 

Ministry Shares, and we sufficiently engaged in mission through 

learning, giving, and action.  Some of our projects were reported in 

this newsletter last month, and we also sent $500 to Red Bird Mis-

sion in Kentucky,  $100 to the Mujila Falls Agricultural Project, $1,163 to help children in Haiti, and 

$1,163 to help children in Liberia.  All these are approved General Advance Projects of The United 

Methodist Church.  Thank you to our Missions Committee and to the whole congregation.  You make 

a difference in Michigan, in the U.S., and in the world at large!  Congratulations for being engaged in 

Christian mission! 

Editor’s Note: In the June issue of the newsletter information regarding the altar cross was 
incorrectly reported. The following is the correct information: 

The cross on the altar has been there since the early 1950’s.  It was given in memory of Gail 
Bourns’ grandmother, Clara Forshee, who died in 1952, by Gail’s mother Bernice Baur and her 
friend Priscilla McFarlane.  Her grandmother played the saxophone and sang in a church quartet.  
Norm and Gail were married in front of this cross, their three children were baptized and married in 
front of the cross, and all 4 grandchildren and one great grandchild were baptized in front of the 
cross. 

Attention Octogenarians! (friends over 80 years young) 

If you are 80+ years old, or you know someone in that distinguished group, we invite you and your 

distinguished friend to be with us on Sunday, July 17, 2022 for our Octogenarian Celebration. 

Please send us your name and date of birth by June 22 so we can publish it in the July newsletter, 

and we’d love it if you’d also lend us a photo of yourself that we can share on our big screens during 

our celebration. It could be a photo from any stage of your life. Join us for worship on July 17 at 

9:30am (with choir and organ) or 11am (with praise band), and don’t miss the group photo that will 

be taken at the conclusion of the first service (during coffee hour).  Please let us know if you prefer 

to keep your age private; that’s okay too!   

Virginia Jeffers, my aunt, who moved to Milford in 2014, will be 102 

years-old on July 22. She has been a member of her home church in 

Ohio for 90 years and also attended MUMC after moving to Milford. She 

served the Lord over the years by being a youth group leader, taught 

Sunday school, and vacation Bible school. She was a member of the 

United Methodist Women and circles, a choir member, and held various 

church committee positions. 

I would appreciate people showering her with cards in celebration of her special day. Please send 

your cards to Virginia Jeffers, 331 River Wood Trail, Milford, MI 48381. 

Thank you, Sally Schiemann 
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Kroger Community Rewards  
Kroger sends reward money to the 

church, and it does not diminish any personal benefit 

you receive from the Kroger Rewards program.  If you 

shop at Kroger, please support Milford United Method-

ist Church by enrolling in Kroger Community Rewards.  

On-line, select Milford United Methodist Church, organ-

ization number VQ308.  If you need assistance with 

enrollment, please contact the church office, 248-684-

2798.  

Thursday Coffee and Community 
11am-noon each Thursday at Milford United Methodist Church 
 
Let’s talk!  We invite you to drop by for coffee and open 
conversation on Thursdays from 11am to noon. Since we love 
building community, and since we have a nice coffee bar at our 
facility, we want to share some time there with people.  Please 
bring your favorite mug if you like.  We’ll brew the coffee, and 
we’ll have spare mugs on hand.   
 
Who’s Coming?  We hope you are!  It’s open to anyone, so feel 

free to come and meet people in a relaxed setting.  You might bring a question if you like.  It could 
brew into an interesting conversation at your table or even become the talk of the town!   

Thank You from the Family of Margaret Leibler 

 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers.  Also to the wonderful people that 

donated dishes for the brunch.  Thank you to the kitchen workers that 

made the brunch worry free.  Thank you for your kind expressions of 

sympathy.  With appreciation, The Leibler Family 

HELP WANTED – Substitute Custodian, very Part-Time 

 

We are looking for someone to clean the church when our regular custodian is on vacation or needs 

a sick day.  Training is provided.  If interested, please contact the Church Office Manager, Pat 

Loder, at 248-684-2798.   
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7/1 Kayla Shufflebarger 

7/5 Margie Butson 

7/7 Virginia Orr 

7/9 Erika Dee 

7/9 Phil Harris 

7/12 Emil Tonello 

7/17 Hudson Briggs 

7/18 Gail Bourns 

7/18 Carol Cronk 

7/19 Marvin Delaney 

7/20 Sally Schiemann 

7/21 Rev. Sherry Foster 

7/21 Lauren Whitlock 

7/22 Norman Bourns 

7/22 Virginia Jeffers turns 102 

7/25 Bryant Dee 

7/28 Keith Prestridge 

7/28 Nicholas Smith 

7/30 Cheryl Smith 

 

Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for everyone! No experience 

necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, 

sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

 

 

7/07/01 Al Worrell & Linda Fraser 

7/11/58 John & Virginia Orr 

7/11/64 George & Juanita Rogers 

7/16/60 Roger & Marcia Watkins 

7/23/11 Justin & Katie Thompson 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

~Deadline for the August Newsletter is July 15~ 

Casual Coffee with the 

Church Council 

On the third Sunday of each 

month Church Council 

members will be available to 

answer your questions or 

discuss ideas with you. Grab a cup of coffee 

and join the members in the Commons between 

services. The July meeting will be held on the 

17th. 

 

Noisy Offerings in 

July are for Cass 

Community Support, our 

urban mission in Detroit.  

You may place noisy offerings in the vase 

found in The Commons.  

July 2022 Sermon Themes and 

Worship Features 

 

July 3-17 Mini-Series on Perseverance-  

“Don’t Give Up: How to Keep Going  

When You Feel Like Quitting” 

 

July 3 Holy Communion 

Psalm 66:10-12; Hebrews 11:13-16;  

Luke 13:6-9 “Don’t Give Up!” 

 

July 10  

Proverbs 7:6-15; Ephesians 4:31, 32; 

Matthew 19:3-9 “Who Will Stay Faithful?” 

A Word for Greatness in Marriage & In Life 

 

July 17 Octogenarian Celebration 

Psalm 119:25-33; I Peter 4:12-19; 

Luke 8:11-15 “How to Live Long and Start 

Living Well” 

 

July 24  

Isaiah 40:25-31; Colossians 2:1-6;  

Luke 8:19-21 “The Joy and Power of Shared 

Vision” 

 

July 31  

Psalm 107:1-9; Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-

21 “Passion for God, Passion for Good” 


