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May 2022 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

OPEN for In-Person Sunday Worship 

or Livestream Worship: 9:30am & 

11am, then anytime 

In Ezekiel 37, the prophet sees a resurrection 
vision that we call, “The valley of dry bones.”  
The Jewish capital, Jerusalem, was destroyed 
by Babylon in 586 B.C., and the people were 
taken away as captives.  After 25 years in 
captivity, God gave Ezekiel a vision of 
restoration and hope.  They would one day 
return and rebuild their holy city.  The vision, in 

chapters 37- 48, includes specific construction plans and 
commands for living together in peace.  Chapter 45 calls for “Holy 
Districts” with land for a new temple complex.  There is a place for 
the priests to live, public land near the temple (like a park?), a 
place for the prince (a palace? government buildings?), and 
private land for each tribe of Israel. 
 
In chapter 45, The Lord gives commands to the royal family: 
“Enough, O princes of Israel!  Put away violence and oppression, 
and do what is just and right.  Cease your evictions of my people,” 
says the Lord God (affordable housing?).  You shall have honest 
balances (economic fairness), annual festivals (holiday weeks), 
and special days of worship.  You shall have safe drinking water 
(47:9) so everything can live.  After 48 chapters, the long vision 
ends (48:35) with, “And the name of the city from that time on shall 
be, ‘The Lord is There.’” 
 
A brief review of this prophet’s vision reminds me that the 
scriptures often give us timeless messages.  Bible stories teach us 
truths that we need to hear in all times and places.  God’s word 
addresses universal human problems and social concerns.   With 
God’s help, a better world is possible.  Even after national tragedy 
or utter collapse, God promises hope for the future.  Is this a time 
of exile, or a “Valley of Dry Bones” in your life?  I pray God will 
give you a vision with hope and a future.  “The Lord will be There.” 
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug   

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, May 1 

Holy Communion, Holy 

Baptism 

 

Saturday, May 7 

Church Spring Clean-Up 

 

Sunday, May 8 

Mother’s Day, Prayer 

Quilt Dedication 

 

Friday, May 13 

Grand Opening of Coffee 

Bar Concert 

 

Sunday, May 15 

Heritage Sunday 

 

Sunday, May 22 

Sermon by Tommy Quinn 

 

Sunday, May 29 

Ascension Sunday, 

Memorial Day Weekend 

Sermon by Kelsey Paulus

-Shufflebarger 

 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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      Time 

    —by Pastor Marianne  

 
I too often think of time as “not being on my side.”  Deadlines loom and time ticks 

away.  I want to go here or do this, but I don’t – it would take too much time! My 

parents are aging, my grandchildren are growing quickly, my body does not feel 

like it did just a few years ago. Ohhh time! Slow down.  On other days, time seems to go too slow: waiting 

for test results, for the arrival of a new baby, for the reno to be complete, for war to stop! You know what 

I’m talking about, and so did folks thousands of years ago:  

Ecclesiastes 3:1, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” 

Psalm 90:12, “So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.” 

James 4:14, “Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 

appears for a little time and then vanishes.” 

 

When I re-read the following article, from the 2021 Spring edition of “Magnolia Journal,” the Holy Spirit 

stopped me in my tracks.   

     What If Time Is On My Side 

“I cast time as the villain in my story as I look back at my life and, with a sigh,  

declare that it has been a thief. 

But time isn’t to blame. It isn’t the thief. 

Maybe my cell phone is the thief. Maybe my to-do list is the thief. 

Maybe it’s my poor stewardship of time or my discontentment. 

Maybe it’s my obsession with work, my ill-informed idea of success, 

or my fixation on the past and how things used to be, 

or my enslavement to all the things that don’t truly matter – the things that don’t give life. 

Maybe time is a gift, and the way in which I’ve managed it has been the villain, the thief. 

And maybe it’s not too late, maybe there’s still enough time. 

Enough time to steward it well,  

enough time to learn to be intentional with my moments, 

enough time to learn that the time I enjoy wasting isn’t wasted time, 

enough time to learn that I’m the one who chooses how I spend it, 

enough time to learn that time is my greatest asset, my most valuable resource, 

and enough time to learn how to open my eyes and look up 

and see all the ways in which this gift of time is well spent.” 

If we have today . . . we have time. 

                                                                                 I love you all!  Pastor Marianne 
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Two Concerts at MUMC in May! 
 
 

 

Bring friends and enjoy 2 great concerts!  
 
Friday, May 13, 7pm  Coffee Bar Celebration Concert with Two Featured Musicians 
 
We’ll gather in the Commons and enjoy a selection of non-alcoholic specialty drinks and light snacks 
served by Jeff and Cathy Ranck from our new coffee bar. (Donations are invited to cover our costs)  
 
Enjoy the smooth sound of our own Mark Herwick and the moving musicianship of our own Keith 
Prestridge. 

Mark Herwick sings and plays guitar, covering beloved Christian music and folk rock.  He started 
Suzuki violin at age 5.  During middle school he picked up viola, trumpet, drums, and piano.  In high 
school, he performed in Livonia Youth, Metropolitan Youth, and University of Michigan Youth 
Symphonies.  Mark’s talents, love of God, and love of music will make this a treasured evening.   

Keith Prestridge is the Worship Leader/Music Director at Milford United Methodist Church.  He 
studied music at The University of Tennessee Martin and earned a Masters in Music at McNeese 
State.  He’s a gifted singer, director, teacher, and musician.   For this concert, he’ll perform on 
saxophone with a light jazz soundtrack, then throw in some swing and Latin.  Keith will give his 
concert in the sanctuary, and then we’ll return to The Commons to finish the evening with more 
music from Mark and more specialty drinks and light desserts!  Linger to enjoy friendly conversation 
around the Coffee Bar. 

Saturday, May 21, 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. The Ambassadors Big Band in Concert 
 
Our sanctuary will come alive as this 18-piece big band, from Highland, MI, performs hits from the 
Glen Miller Band, Tommy Dorsey, and Duke Ellington.  Mike Letovsky, who plays bass guitar in the 
Praise Band at Milford United Methodist Church, has directed The Ambassadors Big Band for a 
decade.  Mike is a professional musician, gifted on many instruments, and the former band director 
at Hartland High School.  This concert will get your toes tapping and your hands clapping. It’s fun for 
all ages, and if it gets too loud for you in the sanctuary, you have the option to enjoy it from the 
Commons!    



4 

 Memorial Day Ceremonies—Multiple Times/Locations 
in Milford and Highland 

In Memory of Holly Mikolajzcyk 

 

Holly Mikolajczyk, member of MUMC, 

died on April 18, 2022, at the age of 45.  

She loved the Lord and Milford United 

Methodist Church.  She is survived by 

her mother, Patsy Mikolajczyk, who is 

also a member of MUMC.  Holly is also 

survived by a son, Scott, a daughter, 

Kayla, and four grandchildren.  The 

memorial service is on May 2 at 11:00 

a.m. at MUMC with lunch afterward.   

Did you know that local veterans salute their fallen 
comrades in the following locations every year on 

Memorial Day?   Veterans from our congregation often 
provide leadership.  It seems like many people are 

unaware of the morning ceremonies, and they are a local 
treasure.  You are welcome to attend at any or all of the 
following times and locations.   – Pastor Doug   

 
 

 
Milford 
7:30 a.m. at The American Legion 

8:00 a.m. Central Park 
8:30 a.m. Oak Grove Cemetery 

9:00 a.m. Milford Memorial Cemetery 
11:00 a.m. Milford Memorial Day Parade 

12:00 p.m. Veterans’ Memorial in Central Park 
 
Highland 

8:00 a.m. Highland Cemetery on Milford Rd., north of M-59 
8:30 a.m. Highland Veterans Memorial on Livingston Road at John St. 

9:00 a.m. West Highland Cemetery on Hickory Ridge Rd., south of M-59 
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FINANCE UPDATE 
1ST QUARTER 2022 
 

Total Income:   $60,039 (average per month: $20,013) 
Total Expenses:  $66,803 (average per month: $22,268) 
Net Income:   ($6,764) 
 

Our income is not keeping pace with our expenses as indicated by the negative net income above. 
In addition, the cash-on-hand (checking account) average balance at the end of each month is 
around $10,000. Prior to this quarter, our average balance of cash-on-hand at the end of each 
month was closer to $20,000. Most of this was caused by higher-than-normal cash usage/
expenses pertaining to the 1st quarter bills from DTE and necessary repairs to the furnace/boiler 
system. 

Mortgage Balance as of 3/31/2022: $56,724. This balance reflects the lump sum payment that was 
made in December. Our current monthly payment is $931.93 

United Methodist Foundation Investments: Market Value as of 3/31/2022: $196,638 Since the first 
of the year, the market value of our investments has declined by $11,523. 

The Finance Committee met on April 12, 2022 and approved adjustments to the annual budget to 
reflect the anticipated increase in the DTE bills; to correct the amounts owed for Conference 
Pension and health insurance expenses and to adjust the annual mortgage expense from $24,717 
annually to $11,183. The next Finance Committee meeting will be held on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 
7:00 p.m. on Zoom. 

 

 

 

James was  baptized on April 3, 

2022. He is a blessing to our choir 

and congregation, and we rejoice 

with him in Christian love. 

Good Friday Offering Report 

The Good Friday offering was $482. We are sending half to 

Community Sharing and half to UMCOR for Ukrainian refugee 

assistance.  

Thank you to the participating churches: St. George’s 

Episcopal, Milford Presbyterian and Milford United Methodist. 

     —Rev. Doug McMunn, pastor for the 2022 

        Milford Community Good Friday service
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Kroger Community Rewards  

The money MUMC receives from Kroger Community Rewards has 

dramatically decreased.  Please visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com and 

designate MUMC as your community rewards recipient. Our Rewards number is 

VQ308. Designating MUMC as your community rewards recipient does not 

affect any Kroger rewards you receive. Follow the instructions under “Link your 

card to an organization.”  It will tell you if you are enrolled in Community Rewards or let you enroll or 

choose MUMC as your Community Rewards recipient.   

Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

A peek into our day at Friends… 

What does 100 mean to you? Money? Measurement? 
Things left to be done? For students in kindergarten, 100 
means a celebration! We made it 100 times to school. 
Everyday, for the last 100 days, we have added a paw print 
to our 100 chart. We counted how many days we have been 
in school by 1’s, then 10’s, then 5’s and finally by 2’s. We 
learn to see the patterns in our number system. It is so 
exciting and we become pros at counting. When the day 
finally arrives that we put that last paw print on our chart we celebrate! We work with our family to 
make 100th Day T-shirts. Each one is different! We find 100 chocolate kisses and place them on a 
100 chart. We discover what 100 drops of water looks like (we thought it would be more) and write 
100 words! It is amzing how much one can learn, and how much one can change in 100 days. 
What can you do in 100 days?  

Our open registration is ongoing so if you, or any one you know, is looking for a wonderful 
preschool program, please contact us at friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website at 
friendspreschool.org. We would love to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and 
show you around our classrooms.  

Thursday Coffee and Community 
11am-noon each Thursday at Milford United Methodist Church 
 
Let’s talk!  We invite you to drop by for coffee and open 
conversation on Thursdays from 11am to noon. Since we love 
building community, and since we’ve added a new coffee bar at 
our facility, we want to share some time there with people.  
Please bring your favorite mug if you like.  We’ll brew the coffee, 
and we’ll have spare mugs on hand.   
 
** Who’s Coming?  We hope you are!  It’s open to anyone, so 

feel free to come and meet people in a relaxed setting.  You might bring a question if you like.  It 
could brew into an interesting conversation at your table or even become the talk of the town!   

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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Thank You Very Much! 

 

We received several notes of thanks after our Christmas outreach 

efforts.  We gave gift cards to people who were recommended to 

us by Community Sharing.  One recipient wrote, “I want to thank 

you for the Christmas dinner you gave us down to the presents and 

gift cards!!!  I was so happy to see new towels and kitchen towels!!!  

I needed them so badly!!  I hope everyone has a very Merry 

Christmas and the happiest of New Years!!  God bless!!! 

 

Thank You Milford UMC! 

 

In 2021, we fully paid our Michigan Conference Ministry Shares, which was our congregation ’s 2021 

fair share in The United Methodist Church in Michigan:  $34,301.  Thank you one and all for your 

generous giving!  We also gave financially to other missions in Michigan, in the U.S., globally, 

supported mission personnel, and gave to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief).  Thank 

you for living generously and making a difference through active support of Christian missions!  

Spring Clean-up Saturday, 

May 7 

 

Join us from 8am to noon for a morning of work 

projects around the church. 

 

“Many hands make light work!” 

 

On May 7 we will also be opening  “God’s 

Garden” on church property. The produce  from the garden is taken to 

Community Sharing to help feed the area hungry. 

If you have any brown paper packing paper you can spare there is a place in 

the coatroom to put it. The paper makes a great weed barrier. 

If you’d like to help in the garden please contact Roger Clemens, Nancy Weeks, 

or Pastor Doug. 
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United Methodist Women Will Now Be Know as  

“United Women in Faith” 

 
United Methodist Women is now United Women In Faith.  This change has been discussed and 
examined over the past several years.  Harriett Jane Olson, chief Executive Officer/CEO says, 
"Reasons for the change go deeper than the name."  Sally Vonner, Transformation Officer, 
says,  "Changing the name was not our starting place.  The research process was more about our 
own self-examination."   

 Each woman of the church and ones from other churches have always been  considered to be part 
of United Methodist Women, since March 23, 1869.  It is an organization where Christian women 
come together and put their faith into practice. We focus on women, children and youth in the United 
States and over 100 other countries.  This question has been continued to be raised though.  How 
do we connect with more women in the church and even women beyond the church?  

Questions being asked. 1. Does General Conference have to approve the new name before 
it  becomes official? Sally Vonner says, "No, We're going to remain UMW as our corporate name. 
United Women in Faith will be a doing-business-as, name.”  2. Will there be any change to the 
Purpose or governing structure? " We're not changing the Purpose, how deaconesses act, or our 
governing structure, and those are the things for us that are in The Book of Discipline. There are no 
necessary disciplinary changes to be made."  

As in any change, a tremendous amount of thought, research, discussion, and prayers have been 
undertaken. Now United Methodist Women will move forward as United Women In Faith.  It has 
always been about being inclusive.  Let us all continue to pray for guidance, as this organization 
goes forward as United Women In Faith.    

If you have further questions, you can go to unitedmethodistwomen.org, UMC.org, 
MichiganUMC.org.,  or google Harriett Jane Olson or Heritage District UMW.  

 

Milford United Women In Faith officers:  

Linda Sturgeon      Carol Shaver        Barb Harris      Lu Gierhart   & 
President               Vice President      Secretary         Virginia Orr  
                                                                                   Treasurers  
Group News: 

Prayer Shawls/Blankets have continued to be a comfort for many individuals these past 
months.  These are made and given with our prayers said over them for strength, comfort and 
peace. Thank you to those who have continued to make them. They're such a wonderful support!!  

 

May 8 - Mother's Day Celebration at both services.  To celebrate, let's wear our Sunday ‘Going to 
Church' hats.  Remember those days?!  Let us remember our grandmothers, mothers and women 
that have been like mothers to us.  This day  was to honor Anna Jarvis's mother, but grew into a 
national holiday in 1911, when every state participated.  Soon, it spread internationally, and on May 
9, 1914, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed it a National Holiday to be held the second Sunday 
of May.  The earliest modern precedent for Mother's Day is the early Christian Festival, known as 
"Mothering Sunday."    

 

Friday, May 20 at 10 a.m., Clara's Circle, part of United Women in Faith, will meet in the 
Conference Room. You are invited to join in for a time of fellowship and to focus on our Christian 
pathways.  
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5/1 Pam Fisher 

5/2 Maxwell Smith 

5/4 Cameron Atkeson 

5/4 Tiffany Klingensmith 

5/4 Pat Loder 

5/4 Carol Strauss 

5/4 Lisa Tribble 

5/6 Sabrina Watkins 

5/8 Al Worrell 

5/9 Joelle Digsby 

5/9 Robert (RJ) Gurke 

5/12 Ron Harris 

5/14 Amanda Shoberg 

5/16 Madelyn Andersen 

5/16 Dawn Brudi 

5/20 Joe Ann Pliska 

5/25 Tracy Bruletti 

5/27 Alex McKane 

5/17 Mary Jo Oldford 

 

 

Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There is 

a job for 

everyone! No experience necessary. Needed: 

knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, 

etc. For more information call Thesia Wolf, 248

-310-8798. 

5/1/82 John & Kristine Heidt 

5/16/15 Margie & Fred Butson 

5/28/83 Tom & Carla Gorton 

5/28/88 Gregg & Karen Smith 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 

SAVE the date:  

Saturday, June 18, 11 am - 3 pm, Salad 
Luncheon  

Adults - $12.00    10 and under - $8.00  

The Milford Garden Club is having their 25th 
Garden Walk this same day. Their base of 
operation will be in the church parking lot.  A 
"Salad Luncheon" was done in 2019, and we 
were asked to do it again this year. Thank you, 
so much, for all your support of the fundraisers 
for the missions.  The money earned is given. 
Blessings, —United Women in Faith 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

~Deadline for the June Newsletter is May 15~ 

May, 2022, Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 
 
May 1 Holy Baptism: DeLaney-LaBush Family 
             Holy Communion 
Psalm 30.1-3, 11, 12; Romans 6.6-11 
Acts 9:1-6 “Can We Be Changed?” 
 
May 8 Mother’s Day 
Prayer Quilt Dedication 
II Samuel 9.1-7; Colossians 3.12-17 
Acts 9:36-43 “She Overflowed with Love” 
 
 
May 15 Heritage Sunday 
The history of our sanctuary crosses 
Psalm 148.1-14; Rev. 21.1-6 
John 13.31-35 “Improving on Heaven” 
 
May 22  
Sermon by Tommy Quinn 
Psalm 67; Acts 16.9-15 
John 20.19-23 “Show Up” 
 
May 29 Ascension Sunday 
Memorial Day Weekend 
Sermon by Kelsey Paulus-Shufflebarger 
Psalm 97; Acts 16:23-34 
John 17:20-26 “God’s Reign Brings Joy” 

Casual Coffee with the 

Church Council 

On the third Sunday of each 

month Church Council 

members will be available to answer your 

questions or discuss ideas with you. Grab a cup 

of coffee and join the members in the Commons 

between services. 

Noisy Offerings for 

May, 2022 

In May, we invite you to 

give noisy offerings to 

The Methodist Children’s 

Home Society.  This ministry was founded in 

1917, when an epidemic left many children as 

orphans.   It is located in Redford, Michigan, 

with an 80-acre campus.  We provide foster 

care service, adoption, and residential 

treatment, including a home for 60 boys, ages 5 

to 18, who are in search of healing from their 

past traumas and are building a brighter future.  

We offer child abuse prevention services and 

parenting classes, and we supply free 

necessities for infants.  We support young, 

displaced mothers and their children through 

housing, job-readiness, education assistance, 

and more, helping them gain confidence, 

stability, and independence.  Our transitional 

living program supports teens who are aging 

out of foster care into adulthood.   

 


