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Doug’s Discoveries—   

 

February 2022 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday 

Worship or Livestream Worship: 

9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

I’ve discovered wonderful resilience and 
hopefulness in our congregation.  This 
pandemic has become a personal tragedy 
for families in our own congregation who 
have suffered the loss of loved ones, 
serious illness, financial hardships, and 
emotional strain.     
 

And yet, after nearly two years of this challenge, I hear church 
members giving voice to their faith in God, their affection for our 
church, and their appreciation for the ministries we are offering, 
as best we can under these circumstances.   
 
I do apologize for my own shortcomings where I have not served 
you well.  I’m sure there have been many times when someone 
wished that I was there for them or that our church was able to 
provide additional forms of ministry.  Whenever I can apologize 
more personally, I aim to do so, and have done so, and you… 
you have been gracious and patient with me and with the church.  
Thank you.   
 
Again and again, I hear that you are grateful for the ministry that 
we do offer, and I hear you voice your faith and hopes for our 
future.  The new coffee bar in The Commons is another symbol 
of hope in our life together.  We aimed to enhance the “Vibe” in 
our fellowship space… to offer the ambiance that some people in 
our culture enjoy or even expect in such gathering spaces.  
Thank you to all who helped make it happen! 
 
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; 
they will walk and not be faint.”  -Isaiah 40:31 
                                       
                       I love you all, 
                                                        Pastor Doug McMunn  

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, February 6 

Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, February 13 

Scouting Ministries 

Sunday 

 

Sunday, February 20 

Golden Cross Sunday 

 

Sunday, February 27 

Transfiguration 

Sunday 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Associate Pastor 

Pastor Marianne 
 

“The lamp of the body is the eye.  If your eye is healthy, your whole body will 

be filled with light.” Matthew 6:22 

Baby Remi and her mama have come from Minneapolis for a visit at our 

house!  It’s the first time cousins Kendall, 6, and Tyler, 4, have met Remi.  

Little Isadore, 2, also came from Evanston with his parents for this special occasion - - all 4 

grandchildren together in one awesome, loud place!  As I watch 3 ½ month old Remi being 

emersed in all the excitement, I can sense her delight and her fright.  What a culture shock! 

So often I have thought about how Remi mirrors the facial expressions that are right there in front 

of her.  All the smiling, the cooing, the high squeaky intonations.  All the compliments!  “Just look 

at those chubby cheeks!”  “Oh, her little nostrils are so round.  Cute little turned up nose.”  “Those 

lips!  So tiny and perfectly shaped like bows.”  (Deep sigh) And don’t get me started on all the rest 

of her preciousness! Remi is so quick to smile now . . . I know she is mirroring what she has seen 

in her parents’ reflections as they have looked at her from day 1. 

Father Richard Rohr writes in his book, Falling Upward, “. . . Franciscan sister St. Clare of Assisi 

seems to have found the mirror to be her most frequent and helpful image of what she saw 

happening in the spiritual life . . . ‘Place yourself before the mirror,’ ‘Let the Light mirror you as you 

look upon perfect love each day.”  Rohr says, “We really do find ourselves through one another’s 

eyes, and only when that has been done truthfully can we mirror others with freedom, truth, and 

compassion. . . It is all a matter of learning how to see and it takes much of our life to learn to see 

well and truthfully.” 

As we spend more and more time in the presence of the Christ Spirit may we mirror God ’s all-

inclusive love for ourselves and for each person around us.  I really want to be like Remi, receptive 

toward all the love a parent can give and then sharing that in spirit and action. – Pastor Marianne 
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Milford Independent Cinema 
(A feature article on our community) 
 
The Huron Valley Film Organization operates the newly 
renovated Milford Independent Cinema.  Here is a statement 
from their website:  

WHO WE ARE:  
We are a newly created nonprofit organization formed by members of the community who want to 

keep an independent cinema alive in our community and expand its potential to be a venue for other 

artistic endeavors including performing arts, amateur film, concerts, lectures, etc. The nonprofit 

board comprised of community members works with the community to identify new opportunities to 

fulfill our mission.  The cinema is a place for everyone in the community. As a nonprofit, all proceeds 

are invested back into the mission of the organization. 

 

Relationship with Milford United Methodist Church: No formal relationship exists, but we could 

imagine sponsoring a featured film on a relevant subject or purchasing on screen advertising to 

connect with people who are not currently attending our church.   

 

Reducing and Containing Church Expenses 

 

Health insurance for our pastor is a significant expense for our congregation.  For the third year in a 

row, the Michigan Conference health insurance program has kept the cost of our insurance 

premiums flat.  In mid-2021, our church was “joined” with Oak Grove United Methodist Church in a 

“Circuit,” which means that we share pastors.  In this case, the health insurance cost is split 50-50 

by the two churches, saving Milford UMC over $5,000 in the second half of 2021.  In 2022, we 

expect a savings of over $10,000.     

 

The Common Budget of the Michigan Annual Conference, $12,099,984, was reduced by 4.1% for 

2022.  This cost reduction is passed on to the 800 congregations when we calculate our Ministry 

Shares: our fair share of the Common Budget of the Michigan Conference: $24,103, which is down 

from $25,300 last year.  

Children’s Church Team (serving each Sunday during 11am worship) 

 

Please lift our team in prayer and support them as you can by bearing children or by otherwise 

inviting children to church!  Also, we need one more teacher in rotation.  Please contact Robin 

Fletcher to inquire, 248-787-4921.  Here is our current team: 

 

Team Leads: Robin Fletcher and Gayle LaMar 

Teachers: Sheila Hamilton, Tiffany Klingensmith, Danielle Sherman, _________________ 

Subs: Tracy Bruletti and Linda Sturgeon 
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Registration Time at Friends! 

Its registration time again at Friends Preschool! During the month of 

February registration begins with our current families.  Open 

registration begins on March 6, 2022, when we will be having an Open 

House for the public during the hours of 1 to 3 PM. We are excited to 

offer many programs to area families. Our programs include the Busy 

Bee classroom for our 3-year-olds turning 4, our Buddy Bear classrooms for our 4-year-olds turning 

5 (this is our kindergarten readiness program) and our Friendly Frog Kindergarten classroom. Our 

classrooms are full of exploration and fun where the children prepare for future success in both their 

educational and spiritual life.  

If you, or any one you know, is looking for a wonderful preschool program, please contact us at 
friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website at https://www.friendspreschool.org/. We would love 
to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and show you around our classrooms.  

On Sunday, January 23 we had the great 

pleasure of witnessing the baptism of 

Autumn Taylor Page, daughter of Stacy 

Page and Eric Owens. Autumn’s sponsor 

was Robin Fletcher. 

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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MUMC Qualifies as a 2021 “EngageMI Congregation” 

 

In late 2021, our Milford UMC congregation completed full payment of our 2021 Ministry Shares, our 

fair share of the Michigan Conference budget for connectional mission and ministry: what we do 

together with all United Methodists.  That was step one in becoming an “EngageMI” congregation.   

Thank you MUMC! 

 

Also in December, we took step two: Our Missions Committee made sure that we financially 

supported mission work in six different categories of mission as required to be certified as a 2021 

“EngageMI” congregation.  The program “nudges” mission-minded congregations to learn even 

more about mission; give support to projects in six categories at different levels, local to 

international, and in various types of mission work; and to be actively involved in mission- take 

action.       

 

In late December, we sent $100 to each to these three UMC missions: 

 

MUJILA FALLS AGRICULTURAL PROJECT, Advance #15016A 

HELEN ROBERTS-EVANS, Advance #3021129 

UMCOR'S DISASTER RESPONSE UNITED STATES, Advance #901670 

 

This completed our Mission Engagement giving targets for 2021 to help us qualify as an 

“EngageMI” congregation of The Michigan Annual Conference.   

 

Many thanks to our 2021 Mission Committee, led by Tom Gorton, and to our entire congregation.  

And let’s try to sustain this excellence in Christian mission in 2022 and build upon it with our 

personal engagement.  The three steps for participation are defined as “Learn, Give, and Act.”  We 

are to learn more about Christian mission, collectively support six types of missions, and engage in 

at least one long-term, sustainable action.  The “EngageMI” program of the Michigan Conference 

offers guidance to help us engage and take action.  Across Michigan, we are asking our 

congregations to intentionally move from “ministry to people” toward “ministry With People.”  

Relationships and partnerships are foundational concepts/principles in our understanding of 

Christian mission.  While this is not a new concept in mission, it is a conference-wide focus.  We 

aim to help United Methodist Churches, and all members, intentionally become more engaged in 

Christian mission.   

 

I (Kecia) am serving as chair of our 2022 Missions Committee, and I ask for your support of these 

efforts. 

 

We’re all in it together,  

 

Kecia McKane WITH Pastor Doug 
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Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for 

everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For 

more information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-

8798. 

 

 

 

 

For February: 

Red Bird Mission                                                                                                             

 

2/6 Alex Kim 

2/11 Linda Fraser 

2/14 Alexandra Craig 

2/14 Margaret Leibler 

2/14 Carl Sturgeon 

/215 Ron Davis 

2/16 Ron Opfer 

2/17 Jan Olari 

2/22 Matt McKane 

2/24 Diana Brudi 

2/25 Wayne Loder 

2/27 Joseph Antrim 

2/1/64 Phil & Barb Harris 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

~Deadline for the March Newsletter is February 15~ 

February 2022 Sermon Themes and Worship 
Features 
 

FEBRUARY MINI-SERIES (3 weeks): 
Series Title: “LIVING FROM THE INSIDE 
OUT: help for more thoughtful living” 
IMAGE: statue of “The Thinker”  

Book: “On the Brink of Everything: Grace, 
Gravity, and Getting Old” – by Parker J. Palmer 
 
Feb. 6 Holy Communion  

Genesis 22:1-8; Romans 12:1-3; Luke 18:9-17  
INSIDE OUT, 1 of 3: “Cultivate the Beginner’s 
Mind” 
 
Feb. 13 Scouting Ministries Sunday 

Superbowl Sunday 
Psalm 119:105-112; Genesis 25:19-34  
*Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9  
 INSIDE OUT, 2 of 3 “Meet Your Shadow 

Side... Then Your Neighbor” 
 
Feb. 20 Golden Cross Sunday* 
INSIDE OUT, 3 of 3 “Faithfulness: Focus on 
What Matters to God” 

Genesis 45:3-8; Psalm 37:1-7; Luke 9:51-55  
 
MINI-SERIES Feb. 27 – March 6 (2 Sundays 
with Ash Wednesday in the Middle):  

“Speaking of Sin: The Lost Language of 
Salvation” – Book by Barbara Brown Taylor 
A serious topic, but only for 2 Sundays. 
Controlling Question: “Why don’t we talk about 

sin anymore?” 

Feb. 27 Transfiguration Sunday  
Exodus 34:29-35:2; 2 Corinthians 3:7-18; Mark 

2:13-17   
“Speaking of Sin: The Lost Language of 
Salvation” 

*Golden Cross Sunday is one of four Special 
Sundays designated by The Michigan 
Conference.  This special offering supports life-
changing care for children, seniors who have 
outlived their savings, and those unable to pay 
the cost of hospitalization. 

Casual Coffee with the 

Church Council 

On the third Sunday of each 

month Church Council 

members will be available to 

answer your questions or discuss ideas with 

you. Grab a cup of coffee and join the members 

in the Commons between services. 

Giving to MUMC... 

We thank you for your steadfast commitment to 

the mission and vision of MUMC. You can 

place your offering in the collection plate when 

it is passed, send gifts to the office, or give on 

our website, www.milfordumc.net.  Click on the 

“Give” tab. You can also use our  new APP: 

Vanco Mobile which can be found in an APP 

store. 


