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Doug’s Discoveries—   

 

January 2022 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday 

Worship or Livestream Worship: 

9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

I’ve Discovered a Tower Bell and a Revival 
in the Kansas church where Marianne and 
I were married.  Clay Center United 
Methodist Church stored their bell in the 
church basement for a couple of 
generations, but they recently shipped it to 
a restoration company and are raising 
$150,000 to build a new bell tower.  Their 

small town congregation is having a season of remarkable 
growth right now with an interesting catalyst. 
   
In a very homogenous, white town, the bishop appointed a pastor 
who was born and raised in Kenya.  Both Rev. Dr. Reuben 
Langat and their new youth director are excellent leaders and 
both happen to be black.  I want to be careful about making any 
conclusions related to racism in American society, except to 
remind us that Sunday morning is probably still the most 
segregated time of the week.  It’s rare that a small town United 
Methodist Church is enjoying rapid growth and that a cross-
cultural pastorate ignited such measurable results.  No wonder 
the congregation’s leaders feel like dusting off the tower bell and 
making some joyful noise in their hometown!   
 
What will we do this year in Milford to joyfully share the Gospel in 
our town?  What if YOU are the unusual catalyst for our next 
revival?  It could be your prayers, your vision, your enthusiastic 
ministry to others, your humble gifts given in great faith, or God’s 
great love expressed through your personality and ministry.  
“Who, me?”  Why not you?   Let’s give to God like the little boy 
who gave Jesus the five loaves and two fishes.  Let’s see what 
God will do in our town this year.  Our bell was cast in 1887, for 
the 50th anniversary of our congregation.  So it is 135 years old in 
2022, proudly re-mounted in our “new” bell tower since 2000 
when we built a million dollar expansion.  Let’s ring in the new 
year with faith and see all the good we can do for God! 
(Philemon 1:6)  Read Nancy Weeks’ article on page 3 for great 
news about our church mortgage! 
 
I love you all, Pastor Doug 

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, January 2 

Epiphany Sunday, Holy 

Communion, 

Dedication of Church 

Officers 

 

Sunday, January 9 

Baptism of the Lord, 

Renewal of the 

Baptismal Covenant 

 

Sunday, January 16 

Human Relations Day 

 

Sunday, January 23 

Holy Baptism: Autumn 

Page 

Blanket Sunday, 

Ecumenical Sunday 

 

 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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                                                     “On the Brink of Everything” 

    “It’s only when we truly know and understand that we have a limited time 

on earth – and that we have no way of knowing when our time is up – that 

we will begin to live each day to the fullest, as if it was the only one we 

had.”  Elizabeth Kubler-Ross 

     Some of you may know that I have worked at Lynch and Sons Funeral 

Home part time these last 3 years.  I appreciate this opportunity.  One 

reason is it keeps the reality of death ever before me.  It has begun to 

change the question, “How shall I then live?” to “How shall I then die?”  It doesn’t feel morbid to 

me . . . it feels realistic.  Pondering death – my own and my loved ones – gives me a different 

perspective on life. 

     I’ve been reading Parker Palmer’s, “On the Brink of Everything” written in his late 70’s.  He 

shares his thoughts and poetry about aging and recognizing the sacred in the ordinary.  Palmer 

writes, “. . . I like being old because the view from the brink is striking, a full panorama of my life – 

and a bracing breeze awakens me to the new ways of understanding my own past, present, and 

future.”   

     Seeing “the view from the brink” can occur at any age, but often it takes us entering into the 

second half of life to make it a priority.  Well, I’m here... far-past half-way through! 

     Last year I began a sacred journey guided by a spiritual practice called the Enneagram.  It has 

awakened me to new ways of understanding my own past, present and future.  I highly 

recommend this journey to you.  Our United Methodist Michigan Annual Conference is re-offering 

the 8-week course via Zoom, led by master Enneagram teacher, Suzanne Stabile.  You can get a 

very brief introduction on YouTube when you enter, “Introducing the Enneagram Suzanne Stabile” 

in the search bar.  Look for a 54-second recording. 

     Enneagram classes will meet Wednesdays from 12noon to 2:30pm, January 12 through March 

2.  Cost is $40 which includes video curriculum and workbook.   

     You are invited!  Please contact me at mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net by January 1st if you 

are interested in more details and I will forward you the registration information.   

     As we continue to navigate our lives in the coming year, I pray that 2022 will bring us to places 

where we sense being “on the brink of everything.”   

                                                                                   My love to you, Pastor Marianne          

Human Relations Day, January 16 

 

Gifts to Human Relations Day Sunday support the Community Developers Program and community 

advocacy through United Methodist Voluntary Services, related to the General Board of Global 

ministries and at-risk teens through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation program, General Board of 

Church and Society.  Make your check to “MUMC” and mark it “Human Relations Day” or use the 

envelope in that Sunday’s program. 

mailto:mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net
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The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 

would like to take this opportunity to convey to 

you a hearty and heartfelt welcome to the new 

year. For 2022, SPRC members include Judy 

Clemens, Robin Fletcher, Linda Lutz, Ron 

Opfer, Kelsey Paulus-Shufflebarger, and Deb 

Bonnewell (ex officio), along with our clergy, 

Lead Pastor Doug McMunn, Associate Pastor 

Marianne McMunn, and Deacon Reverend 

Sherry Foster. 

Our goal for 2022 is to develop a strong working 

relationship between the SPRC committees at 

Milford UMC and Oak Grove UMC and to 

facilitate effective communication within this two

-point charge that was formed in 2021. We also 

serve as the human resources arm of the 

church and work as liaison agents to each mem

-ber of the church staff, members of which in-

clude our worship leader Keith Prestridge, office 

manager Pat Loder, custodian Margie Butson, 

nursery attendant Lesa Tribble, and the clergy. 

SPRC has a great team, and our church has a 

wonderfully dedicated staff and clergy. We ask 

for your prayers as we work, learn, and grow 

together throughout the year. 

God’s Peace, 

Kelsey Paulus-Shufflebarger, chair 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

MIRACLE SUNDAY REPORT  - by Nancy Weeks, Finance Committee Chair 

 

We are thrilled to report that a total of $96,900 was received through the Nov. 14 Miracle Sunday 
campaign! Thank you to everyone who participated with a donation, shared a Generosity Moment, 
or served with the committee. What a blessing for our church! Before the end of December, the 
2021 Ministry Shares will be paid in full – we currently owe $15,156. The remaining funds, 
$81,744, will be paid on our existing mortgage balance of $139,810.17, lowering the balance to 
$58,696.92. Once the lump sum payment is made, a change of terms will be drawn up to lower our 
monthly payment from $2,059.76 to $1,000 or less with no change in the amortization schedule, 
with full payoff still scheduled for 2028.  Once the transactions are complete and the change of 
terms is drawn up, we will report the exact new mortgage payment.  

The Birth of a New Ministry for 2022! 

We have a strong, experienced team getting 

ready to launch and sustain Children’s Church 

during 11:00 a.m. worship in the New 

Year!  Thank you to Gayle LaMar for getting this 

snowball rolling in late 2021 when two new 

children arrived at 11am worship!  Thank you 

also to Sheila Hamilton for bringing her children 

to church AND agreeing to serve on this new 

team! 

 

Robin Fletcher and Gayle LaMar will co-lead the 

team. They will provide program leadership: 

things like prayer, child protection policy 

enforcement, curriculum, teacher training, 

support, coordination, promotion, and oversight. 

They are members of the Church Council and 

accountable to the Church Council.   

There are four teachers willing to serve in a 

monthly rotation and two substitutes willing to 

serve on the fifth Sunday of a month and as 

subs!!! 

 

Co-Leaders: Robin Fletcher and Gayle LaMar 

Teachers: Sheila Hamilton, Tiffany Klingensmith, 

Ann Koss, and Danielle Sherman 

Substitutes: Tracy Bruletti and Linda Sturgeon 

 

Thank you to each of you for joining in this 

effort.  You will be a blessing to children and 

their families.   
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Coffee Bar 

The countertop hasn’t arrived yet for our beautiful 

new coffee bar but you can get an idea of just how 

lovely it’s going to be when it’s completed. Again, 

our heartfelt thanks to Al Worrell and Tim Bonnewell 

for the design and build and all the others who 

funded and worked on the project! 

 

The “marquee” says: C.O.F.F.E. E. Christ Offers 

Forgiveness for Everyone Everywhere. The inside 

sign reads: for where two or three gather in My name 

I AM in the midst of them. 

Let’s Fill it Up Again! 

Our hat, mitten, and glove tree was a little 

empty when this picture was taken but 

that’s because 18 scarves, 21 hats, and 

24 pairs of gloves have already been 

taken to Kurtz Elementary to make 

someone’s Christmas a little warmer. We 

will continue to take donations through 

January 31 for these items. 

January 23 is Blanket Sunday 

Church World Service provides crisis relief in the form of blankets, hygiene 
kits, emergency cleanup buckets, and school kits. These are then 
distributed in the U.S. and globally to families impacted by hurricanes, 
tornadoes, flooding and other crises including homelessness and 
poverty.  January 23 will be Blanket Sunday at Milford United Methodist Church. 
If you would like to contribute, please make your check payable to MUMC and 
designate your offering to "Blanket Sunday" in the memo line.  Each relief blanket costs $10. 
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Happy New Year! 

The New Year brings us time for reflection and time to plan for the 
future. At Friends we are returning from our Christmas break 
where we spent time with family and friends celebrating the birth of 
Jesus. Prior to break our students gathered to sing songs about 
Jesus’ birth and of course Santa. At the end of our rehearsals, 
Pastor Doug and Barb Harris told us the story of Mary and 
Joseph’s travels and the birth of baby Jesus.  

As we look ahead, the New Year begins the planning for next 
school year with open houses and early registrations in the coming months. Our students will be 
learning about snow, celebrating Dad with our Donuts with Dad event, and another visit from the 
Metro Park staff. The beginning of the New Year also begins the time of huge growth in learning for 
our students, where every day students excel and grow in leaps and bounds! It is an exciting time to 
be at Friends! 

We still have a few openings in our classrooms, so if you, or anyone you know, is looking for a 
wonderful preschool program, please contact us at friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website 
at friendspreschool.org. We would love to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and 
show you around our classrooms.  

Friends Preschool is a Ministry of Milford United Methodist Church 

FINANCE UPDATE  

 

The figures presented below are as of November 30, 2021. The next regular meeting of the 
Finance Committee is January 6, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom. At that time, we will review year-
end reports and the budget to see if any adjustments need to be made based on final 2021 
income and expenses and projected 2022 income and expenses.    

 
INCOME:        $224,997   EXPENSES:                 $222,077 
MORTGAGE BALANCE:    $139,810   INVESTMENT BALANCE:  * $202,493 * 
* (Endowment Funds for missions & building.  Please consider the church in your estate plan!) 

NEEDED:  SUNDAY OFFERING COUNTERS 

The Finance Committee oversees the regular counting of the Sunday offering. Some of our regular 
counters, who have volunteered for this task for many years, have decided to retire or are now only 
available a few months out of the year.  We are in need of at least 2 new counting teams (2 people) 
who can volunteer on a regular basis. Training is provided and if we have enough teams on our 
schedule, you should only have to count once every 4 – 6 weeks.  

 

Please contact Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or sevendays410@gmail.com, if you are interested in 
helping out. If you don’t have someone to team up with, don’t worry. We will match you with another 
member of the counting team.  Your help is needed, so please consider joining the Counting Team 
in 2022.  We provide on the job training.  :) 

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
mailto:sevendays410@gmail.com
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A Heartfelt Thank You to All Who Helped with the 

Following Projects 

UMW Cookie & Candy Walk Huge Success 

They wondered if they should take it on this year. Would anyone 

participate? They prayed about it. And in 

the end the United Methodist Women 

were overjoyed with the outcome of its 

Cookie and Candy Walk! They want to 

thank everyone for baking their favorite 

treats to donate to the event, and those of 

of you who came to buy the delicious 

treats. In the end, approximately $1,700 

was raised to support area missions.  

 

 

 

Donations for Cass Community Social Services 

On Thursday, December  16, the United Methodist Women (UMW) 

carried clothes and shoes, games, dolls, wrapping paper, and all 

the other things donated by our church members to Cass 

Community Social Services in Detroit to help those in need. As 

you can see by the picture MUMC came through in a big way! 

 

Kurtz School Donations 

Dear Members and Friends of Milford United Methodist Church, 

We want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your 

generosity in providing a Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner and 

every gift on our Christmas tree for a family at Kurtz. 

We also delivered 18 scarves, 21 hats, and 24 pairs of gloves to 

Kurtz on December 15. We will continue to collect these items 

until January 31, 2022. 

We couldn’t have done any of this without your support and 

compassion for those in need and your support of our 

partnership with Kurtz. 

Ann Koss, Debbie Bonnewell, and Linda Fraser 
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Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for 

everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For 

more information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-

8798. 

 

 

 

 

For January: UMCOR- 

United Methodist  

Committee on Relief 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/5 Frank Jacoby 

1/7 Robert Schiemann 

1/9 Marilyn Stoner 

1/10 Michael Katchever 

1/12 Linda Smith 

1/13 Norma Weening 

1/17 Sharon Hatfield 

1/17 Karen Nelson 

1/18 Tom Gorton 

1/19 Kristine Heidt 

1/19 Roger Watkins 

1/21 Debbie Bonnewell 

1/24 Nancy Bassett 

1/24 Aiden Kim 

1/24 Christina Rockwell 

1/27 Deb Rivet 

1/29 Aurora Uribe 

1/15/00 Steve & Leslie Evens Peacock 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 

          Church Membership Orientation 

 

Would you like to learn more about following 

Christ as a member of Milford United Methodist 

Church?  You are invited to take a short class 

as an introduction or as a refresher.  Joining the 

church membership is optional.  We invite you 

to ask any questions you may have.  Join us on 

Sunday, January 16 at 10:30 a.m.  Please let 

me know if you plan to attend.  - Pastor Doug 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lesa Tribble 

~Deadline for the February Newsletter is January 15~ 

January 2022 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 

 
January Series Theme: God Cares About Us 
Theme Verse: “Throw away all your anxiety onto 

him, because he cares about you.” - I Peter 5:7  
 
January 2 Epiphany Sunday, Holy Communion 
Dedication of Church Officers 
Jeremiah 31:7-14; I Corinthians 6:19, 20;  

John 1:14-18 
Physical Well-being: God Cares About Your 
Body     
 

January 9 Baptism of the Lord, Renewal of the 
Baptismal Covenant 
Isaiah 60:1-7; Ephesians 3:1-10; Luke 3:15-22 
Spiritual Well-being: God Offers Us Life-Long 

Spiritual Growth 
 
January 16 Human Relations Day 
Isaiah 62:1-5; Philippians 4:10-20; John 2:1-11 
Financial Well-being: God Supplies Our Need 

 
January 23 Holy Baptism: Autumn Page; 
Blanket Sunday; Ecumenical Sunday 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Philippians 4:6,7; 

Luke 4:14-21 
Emotional Well-being: God Cares How You Feel     
 
January 30  
Jeremiah 1:4-10; I Corinthians 13:1-7;  

Luke 4:22-30 
Social Well-being: God Cares About Your 
Relationships          

I want to thank my 

church family for all the 

cards of support and 

encouragement during 

and after my recent back 

surgery. I appreciated all of them. 

I especially was pleased and surprised by 

the prayer shawl that was presented to me 

from the Prayer Shawl Ministry. It was 

personally delivered to me by Linda 

Sturgeon on Veterans day, making it extra 

special. 

John Moore 

Giving to MUMC... 

We thank you for your steadfast commitment to 

the mission and vision of MUMC. You can 

place your offering in the collection plate when 

it is passed, send gifts to the office, or give on 

our website, www.milfordumc.net.  Click on the 

“Give” tab. You can also use our  new APP: 

Vanco Mobile which can be found in an APP 

store. 


