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Doug’s Discoveries—   

 

December 2021 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday 

Worship or Livestream Worship: 

9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, November 28 

Advent I 

 

Sunday, December 5 

Advent II, Holy Communion, 

The Handbell Choir Returns!  

 

Saturday, December 11 

UMW Cookie/Candy Sale 

 

 Tuesday, December 14 

Advent Tea 

 

Sunday, December 12 

Advent III, The Gift of Joy 

 

Sunday, December 19 

Advent IV, The Gift of Peace 

 

Thursday, December 23 

Potluck & Joyous Caroling 

 

Friday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Worship 

4:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 26 

First Sunday after Christmas 

9:30 a.m. (one service today) 

I’ve discovered Christmas Gifts that Won’t 

Break.   In Friends Preschool and 

Kindergarten, the children are learning 

Christmas music for their upcoming Christmas program.  We 

teach them that Christmas is Jesus’ birthday.  Imagine how this 

holiday appears to these children in 2021.  They may get 

exposed to slick advertising appeals, and perhaps they’ll notice 

the added hours of darkness outside… and our popular effort to 

light up the night with Christmas lights.  They’ll see decorations 

and probably share in a few family traditions for Christmas, but 

imagine how hard it might be for them to make sense out of all 

the inputs they receive.  “Why are we bringing a tree into the 

house?”  “Who is this Santa guy?” or “Why is Mommy so upset?”  

“Why is this all about Jesus at church, but at the shopping mall 

there’s no sign of the baby Jesus?” 

 

As adults, we’ve arranged the characters in our minds.  Maybe 

we have a place for Jesus and a place for Santa in our lives.  We 

have a place for gift exchanges, and a place for gifts of 

compassion.  We remember our loved ones, and we remember 

those who need so much just to survive.  I think our Advent 

worship series can help us have a more sacred journey and 

remind us to focus on Hope, Love, Joy, Peace, and Jesus.  

These are the Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break. 

 

I love you all, 

 

Pastor Doug McMunn 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Advent Worship Series and Small Group Discussion: 

“Christmas Gifts That Won’t Break” —Pastor Marianne 

     Last week we celebrated Kendall’s birthday (#6) and Tyler’s birthday 

(#4)!  Katie and Justin hosted a party with food, games, cake, crafts, and of 

course gifts!  Doug and I contemplated what we could give them.  Maybe it 

was this Advent Theme that we’ve been living with, but we went for some 

“Birthday Gifts That Won’t Break.”  We’ve invited each of them to stay 

overnight at our house, separately, and we’ll take them out for a local 

activity... a kid-friendly adventure.  We want to give them an experience.     

     Doug and I are inviting YOU to an Advent Study/Discussion as we reflect on our Advent theme, 

“Christmas Gifts That Won’t Break.”  We’ll meet on Thursdays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23 at 

6:30pm at the church.  We sure hope Covid rates are lowering by then, but if not, we can mask up 

and keep socially distanced as we view a video about one of the unbreakable gifts of Hope, Love, 

Peace, and Joy.  How we thank God for these blessed gifts that fill us with gratitude and spiritual 

strength.     

     “O dear God, help us to open our hearts, minds, spirits, and bodies to your greatness and your 
unbreakable gifts of hope, love, peace and joy.  And, make us ready to receive the gift of Christ at 
Christmas, and ready to share these gifts with others in the power of your Holy Spirit.  In the name 

of Jesus Christ who is the best gift of all.  Amen.”  

                              FREE Advent Virtual Mission in the Holy Lands 
A virtual tour sponsored by the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church.  

Participants join a virtual tour group each Saturday, November 27 – December 18, 2021, at 10:30 

a.m. or 12:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.   The start time seems uncertain here, but I suspect it 

gets clearer when you register.  Tour destinations: Hope School, Wi’am Community Empowerment 

and Conflict Transformation, Four Homes of Mercy, and Shepherds Society.  Go to this website to 

register: 

Advent Virtual Mission in the Holy Lands Tickets, Sat, Nov 27, 2021 at 11:00 AM | Eventbrite  

Visit Global Ministry Advance mission projects 

Share in Advent devotions of prophecy, justice, covenant, and the journey to Bethlehem 

Build relationships with people throughout the United Methodist connection 

Hear from people living and working in Palestine during this holy season 

 

The sessions last 90 minutes.  If you would, please let me know if you plan to attend!  - Pastor 

Doug 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advent-virtual-mission-in-the-holy-lands-tickets-177428622787
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Dear Friends at Milford UMC,                                                                

 

Thank you for your gift of $1,000 on October 19, 2021.  

Our best to your congregation!  Thank you.  Generous 

gifts like yours have kept us going – allowing Cass to 

serve thousands of meals, provide hundreds of nights of 

shelter and housing, render countless hours of medical 

and mental health services, as well as offer training and 

employment opportunities for those with multiple 

barriers to work.  We couldn’t have done it without you.  

On behalf of the people we serve, our staff, and board 

members, thank you for being there. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rev. Faith Fowler 

Cass Community Social Services (a United Methodist mission in Detroit) 

 

Dear Friends at Milford UMC,        November 3, 2021 

 

Thank you for your unwavering support and your generous donation of $2,500.00 to the 

Community Sharing Outreach Center… Your donation dollars go a long way in helping to fight 

food insecurity in our community.  Your kindness is making a huge difference for the individuals, 

families, seniors, and children we serve.  On behalf of the Community Sharing Board of Directors, 

the staff, and most of all the clients we serve, I thank you.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

David Bell, President 

MIRACLE SUNDAY 

 

As of Miracle Sunday, November 14th, we have received a “Miracle Offering” in donations and 
pledges a total of $94,600 which will be used to pay the 2021 Conference Ministry Shares and a 
lump sum payment on our mortgage.  The Finance Committee can’t thank you enough for your 
support of Miracle Sunday. It will make a difference not only with our 2021 year-end totals but will 
also help us as we move into 2022. As soon as the final figures are in, we will update you on how 
much we were able to pay on the mortgage balance and what steps have been taken to pay the 
remaining amount owed. 
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CHRISTMAS OFFERING 2021 

 

We invite you to bring or send a special offering to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus Christ.  This December, we are very blessed that our 

2021 Ministry Shares are already fully funded, thanks to your 

generosity in the Miracle Sunday Offering on November 14th.  

Thank you!  So, we are able to apply our Christmas offering to our 

2022 Ministry Shares!  

 

Most years, it is a challenge for us to pay our fair share of these 

United Methodist connectional ministry costs.  Ideally, we pay month by month through the year, but 

often we are unable to pay in January, and we get behind right away.  THIS year, we are asking for 

Christmas Offerings so that we can make a January payment on 2022 Ministry Shares.  Imagine if 

we collect enough to pay our monthly budgeted amount for all of January, or through February, or 

even through March!  Whatever we receive will be applied to this purpose and help us keep faith 

with our partner churches around Michigan and around the world.   

 

When you give for Ministry Shares, your offering funds ministries with people across Michigan, 

around the U.S., and around the world.  We serve through our congregations, colleges, seminaries, 

missionaries, bishops, and mission projects.  Together we make a world of difference! 

COFFEE BAR/JANITOR CLOSET 

 

The Janitor Closet is finished and soon, the 
Coffee Bar will be open and ready to serve 
you coffee and tea. We received $10,000 in 
donations for these projects as well as 
several material donations. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed and/or helped with 
both projects.  

 

When you see Al Worrell and Tim Bonnewell, 
please thank them for all of their hard work 
getting these projects designed and built. 
They have spent countless hours working on 
both projects; selflessly giving us their time 
and talents to meet our goal. It would not 
have happened without their knowledge, 
talent, equipment and patience working 
around the regular church schedule. Thanks, Al & Tim! We are so grateful for the work you have 
done. You are the best!!!!!! 

Al Worrell (l) and Tim Bonnewell (r)  standing in front of their work on 

the new coffee bar.  You can see in the picture the marquee is in place. 
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For December 

Missionary Support 

 

 

 

December at Friends 

November has our students giving thanks for so many new opportunities to 
grow and learn, like petting a turtle and a corn snake when the Metro Park staff 
came to visit! We have learned to give thanks for all that we have, but to also 
reach out to give to those less fortunate, by donating to the Samaritan’s Purse 
Christmas Child Shoe Box program. Our young students are so excited to give 
to others, filling the boxes full! 

December has us diving into practicing our songs for our upcoming Christmas 
Program. In the coming weeks you will hear bells ringing and little voices 
singing about the birth of Jesus. Students will also be making gifts for family 
members, and exchanging books with classmates.  

We at Friends want to wish you all a joyous holiday season! 

We still have a few openings in our classrooms, so if you, or anyone you know, 
is looking for a wonderful preschool program, please contact us at 
friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website at friendspreschool.org. We 
would love to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and show you around our 
classrooms.  

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The detailed Monthly 

Treasurer’s Report is available from the 

Finance Committee Chair, Nancy Weeks,  

248-787-6417 or from Pastor Doug, 248-875-

8009 mobile, or the church office.                                   

 

 

United Methodist Women 

 

Our United Methodist Women are meeting once again and are planning some December events! 

Saturday, December 11, 9am to noon — Cookie/Candy Sale: The goodies will sell for $9/pound. 

The UMW would love to have people make cookies and candy for the sale. Sign up at the welcome 

desk or by calling the church office. 

Tuesday, December 14 at 7pm — Advent Tea: A time for remembering what Christmas is really 

all about and its meaning for the Christian community. Come out ladies and join in fellowship with 

one another. 

Thursday, December 23 at noon— “Joyous Caroling”: The time will begin with a noon potluck 

and then everyone will gather to sing some favorite Christmas songs. Dave Ebert will provide the 

joyous accompaniment! 

FINANCE REPORT as of 10/31/2021 

 

Income:  $194,060 year-to-date 

Expenses:  $203,995 year-to-date 

Mortgage:  $141,189 balance owing 

 

The Finance Committee will hold a special meeting on Thursday, December 9 th, at 6:00 p.m. on 
Zoom. Our current financial position compared to the 2021 budget will be reviewed. In addition, the 
approved budget for 2022 will also be reviewed to see if any adjustments need to be made based on 
2021 projected year-end income and expense.  
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Opportunities to Shine God’s Light to 
Neighbors in Need! 

There are opportunities to help with our Kurtz Elementary Partnership and opportunities to help with 

Cass Community Social Services (see next page for the flyer). Following are the opportunities you 

can help with the Kurtz children. 

 

1. Donating gift items for a family for Christmas. A Christmas Tree will be in the Commons with gift 

tags for desired gifts. Please take a tag and return the tag with the wrapped item and place it in 

the designated box. All gifts must be at the church by Sunday, December 12, 2021. 

2. A hat, mitten, and Glove tree will be in the Commons from December 1, 2021—January 30, 

2022. Hang your purchase on the tree. 

 

Note: If you signed up to help with providing food for a Christmas Dinner. All items need to 

be at the church in the designated box in the Commons, freezer or refrigerator (labeled 

“Kurtz Dinner” by Sunday, December 12, 2021. 

UMCOR in the United States and 
Around the World 
 
Our United Methodist Committee on Relief is 
responding to many disasters around the world.  In 
the U.S., severe weather events killed 250 people 
last year, injured thousands, and caused $95 billion 
in damages.  UMCOR is often able to send staff, 
trained volunteers, and the supplies people need 
when disaster strikes.  UMCOR coordinates our 
response with local partners in crisis, including the 
increase in climate-related crises, civil conflicts, and 
the global pandemic.   
 
Last year, UMCOR trained 1,755 individuals in 
effective disaster ministry, served in 52 countries, 
and funded 133 UMCOR disaster response projects 
totaling more than $8 million.  In developing 
nations, the COVID virus has decimated local 
health care resources, and they need global 
assistance.  UMCOR is helping with the COVID 
response in India, The Philippines, Myanmar, 
Bangladesh, Nepal’s Kathmandu Valley, and Sri 
Lanka.  We help with food, hygiene kits, ventilators, 
hospital beds, oxygen, testing supplies, medical 
care, and more.  To help, go to www.UMCOR.org 

United Methodist Retirement 

Communities and Porter Hills 

 

These two church-related organizations are now 

affiliated and together provide affordable care for 

7,400 older adults in 22 Michigan counties.    

They offer compassionate, quality care in 

multiple ways.  We started in 1905, some thirty 

years before Social Security, improving the lives 

of older adults.  People have devoted many 

years of volunteer and paid service to this 

enormous ministry of our church.  Others have 

donated land and money so that we have a large 

endowment that provides benevolent care.  We 

offer residential programs at our locations and 

home-based services to help people stay in their 

own homes with support.  Check out our new 

videos at our website, www.UMRCPH.com  

http://www.UMCOR.org
http://www.UMRCPH.com
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Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for 

everyone! No experience necessary. Needed: 

knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, 

etc. For more information call Thesia Wolf, 248

-310-8798. 

12/1 Jeff Motschenbacher 

12/1 Robert Olari 

12/1 Karen Smith 

12/2 Mark Herwick  

12/2 Doug McMunn 

12/3 Doug Holloway 

12/5 Joan Wilson 

12/6 Bradan James 

12/6 Dana Watkins 

12/15 Todd Rockwell 

12/17 Chloe Atkeson 

12/19 Kendyll Klingensmith 

12/21 Leah Tribble 

12/22 John Heidt 

12/23 Jonathan Heidt 

12/23 Shawn Shove 

12/24 Charles McCarthy 

12/27 Stacy Atkeson 

12/29 Tom Smith 

12/30 Dave Ebert 

12/27/75 Dave & Nancy Ebert 

12/28/68 Carl & Linda Sturgeon 

12/29/01 Charles & Teresa McCarthy 

12/30/82 Keith & Dianne Prestridge 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 

Kitchen Coordinator: Diane Prestridge 

 

Bless her heart!  We have been in need of a 

Church Kitchen Coordinator for months, and 

Diane Prestridge has answered the call.  Thank 

you, Diane!  Please stay tuned for information 

that she may share to help us keep our church 

kitchen in good order for all users and for the 

glory of God.   

 

 - Pastor Doug 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendants– Lisa & Leah Tribble 

~Deadline for the January Newsletter is December 15~ 

Ongoing Food 

Collection for 

Neighbors in Need 

 

We collect non-perishable 

food at the church 

entrance.  Please place 

your food donations in the red tubs.  Thank you 

for sharing!  

Linda Fraser delivers it to Community 

Sharing.  We need a volunteer to deliver 

when Linda is unavailable.  Would you 

serve?  Please contact Linda Fraser at 248-

685-9308.   

Advent Series: Christmas Gifts that Won’t 
Break 

 
November 28 Advent I  

Isaiah 64:1-9; I Corinthians 1:3-9 
Matthew 1:18-21 “Christmas Gifts that Won’t 
Break: HOPE” 

 
December 5 Advent II Holy Communion 

The Handbell Choir returns to worship! 
Philippians 1:3-11; I John 4:9-12 
Luke 2:15-20 “The Gift of LOVE: Holding Hands 

with a Newborn Baby” 
 

December 12 Advent III  
Isaiah 35:1-10; 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Luke 1:46-55 “The Gift of JOY: To Get Me 
Through the Tough Days” 
 

December 19 Advent IV 
Micah 5:2-5a; I Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Luke 2:8-15 “The Gift of PEACE with God, 
Ourselves and Others” 
 

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship at 
4:30pm (outdoors at Nativity) & 7:30pm indoors 

Luke 2: selected verses 
Matthew 13:44-46 
“The Gift of CHRIST: One Precious Pearl” 

 
December 26 First Sunday after Christmas Day 

I Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Colossians 3:12-14 
John 1:9-14 “Christmas at the Manger” 


