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Upcoming Events 
 

 

Sunday, November 7 

Holy Communion, 

Stewardship Sunday Daylight 

Saving Time ends 

 

Sunday, November 14 

Miracle Sunday 

4:30 Charge Conference 

 

Sunday, November 21 

Reign of Christ Sunday 

 

Sunday, November 28 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

 

November 2021 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday 

Worship or Livestream Worship: 

9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

I’ve discovered a wise, spiritual friend, 
Benedict Matthew Santiago.  Today when I  
asked, “How are you?,” he replied, 
“Grateful!!!  Grateful!!!  Grateful!!!”  His 
attitude was contagious, and I’d like to see 
gratitude go viral.  Gratefulness elevates 

attitudes in us and around us.  Happy Thanksgiving, friends! 
 
I am very thankful for your early support of our capital gifts 
campaign, “We Are the Light of the World.”  Thank you to those 
who helped with our communication effort, including the Miracle 
Sunday Team, the Church Council, the Prayer Team, Pat Loder 
as Office Manager (with help from Wayne Loder), and those who 
kindly came to the “Stuffing Parties” to help us send mail to the 
congregation.    
 
I am grateful that we have received $49,000 in advanced gifts 
and pledges for Miracle Sunday.  That’s a wonderful start, and I 
pray God will inspire many more people to participate and help 
make a miracle happen – help us pay our 2021 Ministry Shares 
in full AND pay off the church mortgage.  With God’s grace, we 
can do it, and what a blessing this will be for Milford United 
Methodist Church in 2022 and for years to come when we 
eliminate the $24,000 annual expense of our mortgage debt from 
the church expansion that was built in the year 2000.   What is a 
“Miracle Sunday Offering?”  We’ve been praying for and 
preparing for a large offering all year long, inviting the church to 
give generously on or by November 14, to our “Miracle Sunday 
Offering.”  I pray that God blesses you with the ability to give and 
blesses all of us with a spirit of faith, gratitude, and generosity 
together!   Please inquire if you have any questions, including 
how to give appreciated stock, real property, or other gifts.   
 
I love you all,  
 
Pastor Doug 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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A Word from Pastor Marianne – Meet Us Around Some 

Tables in December! 

 
I was blessed for many years to share Thanksgiving dinners at the home of 

Doug’s Uncle Terry and Aunt Winnie.  We had the traditional feast, and 

then while some people watched the Detroit Lions football game in the 

living room, others of us played our own games around the tables.  And 

then we’d open some Christmas catalogues and talk about the gifts we 

might order, and we swapped stories about shopping terrors on Black Fridays past.   

 

Christmas gifts wrapped in bows are often gifts that break, or wear out, or go out of style.  So, I 

invite you to gather around some tables with Doug and me this December to talk about “The 

Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break.”  It is the title of our worship series for Advent.  The book is $10, 

and reading it is optional.  You can order a copy of the book from either of us, or from the church 

office by November 15.  We’ll meet on Thursdays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23, at 6:30 p.m. at 

church.  We hope that COVID infection rates have declined by then.  When we gather, we’ll watch 

a video about one of the unbreakable gifts: Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.  We’ll swap stories and 

probably sing some Christmas carols too.  There might even be cookies!   Stay in tune this year 

with the gifts that don’t break!   Love, Pastor Marianne  
 

Methodist History Note 

 

It's a 250th Anniversary I don’t want to overlook.  Bishop Francis Asbury left London in September 

of 1771.  He came to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and led the Methodist movement here for the last 

45 years of his life, until his death in 1816 at age 70.  He is a legendary figure in Methodism, 

travelling on horseback or by carriage thousands of miles to people across the frontier.  His own 

formal schooling was limited, but he founded several schools.  His family suffered anti-Methodist 

persecution in his childhood in England, and he was chosen by John Wesley as a lay minister at 

age 22.   

 

At 25, Wesley sent him to America, and when the Revolution broke out, only 2 Methodist lay 

ministers remained in the colonies, Asbury and James Dempster.   Asbury was ordained and 

consecrated as a bishop at the Christmas Conference of 1784.  For the rest of his life, he rode an 

average of 6,000 miles per year (500/month!), preaching almost every day.  Under his leadership, 

the young church grew from 1,200 members to 214,000 members and 700 ordained preachers.  Of 

his preaching, biographer Ezra Squier Tipple wrote, “When he lifted the trumpet to his lips the 

Almighty blew the blast.”  Happy 250th anniversary, brother Francis Asbury, and thank you! 
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Time to 

Begin 

Sun  

Nov.7 

Mon  

Nov 8 

Tue  

Nov 9 

Wed  

Nov 10 

Thurs 

Nov 11 

Fri 

Nov 12 

Sat 

Nov 13 

8am A M A M G S A & B 

9am B N B N H T C & D 

10am C O C O I U E & F 

11am D P D P J V  G & H 

Noon E Q E Q K W I & J 

1pm F R F R L X, Y, Z K & L 

2pm G S G S A M M & N 

3pm H T H T B N O & P 

4pm U I U I C O Q & R 

5pm J V J V D P S & T 

6pm K W K W E Q U & V 

7pm L X, Y, Z L X, Y, Z F R W,X,Y & Z 

        

Prayer Schedule 

Our Prayer Team has put together a prayer schedule for the week before our Miracle Sunday, 

November 14. They are asking that you pray for one hour a couple of times during that week, using 

the graph below. You will pray whenever the first letter of your first name appears. Here are some 

suggestions of things (or people) you might pray for: 

 Our pastors and deacon    Tech team 

 Custodian/lawn/parking lot maintenance  Our people facing sadness 

 Our people facing loneliness    Our people facing health issues 

 Our people facing declining mental agility Our people feeling out of touch with God 

 Friends Preschool     Iron Men 

 United Methodist Women    Stephen Ministries  

 All churches in town and their congregations Health care workers 

 Public safety workers    Recovery Groups who meet in the building 

 Our young families     Our older families 
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For November 

Community Sharing Gift  

Certificates for our Neighbors in 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Citizenship  

In our Friendly Frog kindergarten classroom we have been learning about 
citizenship. What does being a good citizen look like for a five year old? A 
good citizen follows rules, makes good choices, is a good friend, shares, 
works hard and cooperates. During one of our lessons, students were 
given one crayon, with each student having a different color, and told to 
draw a picture of a house, a tree and the sun and then to color the picture 
using the same crayon. There were drawings of red houses, with red 
trees, and red suns, and drawings with blue houses with blue trees, and 
blue suns, and so on. Then the class came together and each student, 
still using their one crayon, worked together to draw a picture of a house, 
with a tree and a sun. Using cooperation, their picture came together, full 
of color. As I watched the group finish their picture, my heart felt full when I 
heard one student ask “can I please borrow the blue crayon? You can use 
mine.” I witnessed it all in that one lesson, following rules, good choices, 
sharing, hard work and cooperation. 

We still have a few openings in our classrooms, so if you, or anyone you 
know, is looking for a wonderful preschool program, please contact us at 
friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website at friendspreschool.org. 
We would love to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and show you around our 
classrooms.  

Help Wanted 

A Kitchen Coordinator is needed to keep the 

kitchen stocked and to make sure all items in 

the kitchen are in working order. If interested 

please contact Roger Clemens 248-390-0469 

A Substitute Nursery Attendant is need to fill 

in whenever the Nursery attendant is unable to 

watch the nursery on a given Sunday. 

Currently, the nursery is only being covered 

during the 11am service. If interested please 

contact Kelsey Shufflebarger 248-684-2054 

 

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for 

everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For 

more information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-

8798. 

11/3 Jessica Rockwell 

11/4 William Crawford 

11/7 Robin Fletcher 

11/7 Grace Gurke 

11/7 Dr. Greg Oldford 

11/11 Kevin Golden 

11/12 Kendall Thompson 

11/13 Kelsey Shufflebarger 

11/14 Eva Watkins 

11/15 Alice Kim 

11/15 Tyler Thompson 

11/17 Mary Wenger 

11/23 Karen Jacoby 

11/25 Benjamin Olari 

11/26 Lola Mahoney 

11/26 Patsy Patterson 

11/28 Travis Thomann 

November 8, 1997 -  Tom & Cheryl Smith 

November 11, 1988 -  Frank & Pam Fisher 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lexi Staab 

~Deadline for the December Newsletter is November 15~ 

Ongoing Food 

Collection for 

Neighbors in Need 

 

We collect non-perishable 

food at the church 

entrance.  Please place 

your food donations in the red tubs.  Thank you 

for sharing!  

Linda Fraser delivers it to Community Sharing.  

We need a volunteer to deliver when Linda is 

unavailable.  Would you serve?  Please contact 

Linda Fraser at 248-685-9308.   

November 2021 Sermon Themes  
& Worship Features 
 

Nov. 7  Holy Communion, Stewardship  
Sunday #3 of 4 
Daylight Saving Time ends. 
Luke 21:1-4 "How Do We Shine God's  

Light? - By Giving” 
Tommy Quinn Miracle Sunday Moment  
on Recovery Groups 
   

Nov. 14 (Doug) Miracle Sunday, Steward- 
ship Sunday #4 of 4 
Matthew 5:14-16 "How Do We Shine  
God's Light? - Be a Magnifying Glass for  
God"  Rev. Sherry Miracle Sunday  

Moment on Wednesday Bible Study 
Miracle Sunday Offering 
4:30p.m. Church Conference by Zoom 
 

November 21 Reign of Christ Sunday 
2 Samuel 23:1-7; Rev. 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 “Name Your King” 
 
Advent Series 2021: “Christmas Gifts  

that Won’t Break,” based on the book  
by James Moore and Jacob Armstrong.  
Worship will include 2 choir anthems  
per week, the return of the Hand Bell  

Choir, and skits in worship! 
 
November 28 Advent I 
Jeremiah 33:14-16;  

I Thessalonians 3:9-13; Matthew 1:20, 21  
“The Gift of Hope” 
 
 
Nov. 21 (Doug) Reign of Christ Sunday  

II Samuel 23: 1-7 
Rev. 1:4-8 
John 18:33-37   "INRI: Name Your King" 
 

 
Nov. 28 (Doug) Advent I 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
I Thessalonians 3:7-13 

Luke 1:11-17 "HOPE: Your Prayer Has Been 
Heard" 


