
1 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

Sunday, October 3 

World Communion Sunday 

10:30 Congregational Meeting  

 

Sunday, October 10 

10:30 Blessing of the Animals 

 

Sunday, October 17 

10:30 Congregational Meeting 

 

Sunday, October 24 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. 

Sherry Parker-Lewis 

 

Sunday, October 31 

All Saints Sunday observed 

 

 

 

 

 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

 

October 2021 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday 

Worship or Livestream Worship: 

9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

I’ve discovered that “We are the Light of 
the World!” In Acts 11, the early disciples 
fled persecution and arrived at Antioch, 
where they were first called, “Christians,” 
which means “Little Christs.”  In the same 
way, Christ is the LIGHT of the world, and 

each of us is a “little light.”  We shine in our everyday world.   
 
When a famine was predicted, verse 29 says, “The disciples 
determined that according to their ability, each would send relief 
to the believers living in Judea.”  Why did the Christians collect 
money?  Their new faith in Jesus moved them to love and care 
for others and serve the wider community. 
 
Likewise, our church is asking for a special collection of our gifts.  
We are praying for the grace to give a large offering on or by 
November 14, to pay our 2021 Ministry Shares in full and pay off, 
or pay down, the church mortgage.  For some, such extra giving 
is beyond your means.  That’s okay.  Others of us, myself 
included, have the ability to give a special gift… perhaps from 
our life savings.  If you can, I urge you to make a difference in 
this effort.  Marianne and I will give the largest single gift we 
have ever given to any cause, and we invite you to do the same, 
or at least one of your largest gifts ever, as you’ve been blessed.  
 
By paying our 2021 Ministry Shares in full, we support mission 
and ministry in Michigan and across the world.  By paying off the 
church mortgage now, we avoid thousands of dollars in interest 
charges every year, and we secure the church building that 
houses our worship and many ministries, nearly 365 days a year.  
We show mercy and care for people in recovery and prayer, in 
childhood and old age, in spiritual growth and meaningful 
service, in sickness or bereavement.  Like the first Christians we 
know that people will face hard times ahead, and we want our  
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From Pastor Marianne 

 

The Blessing of the Animals – October 10, 2021  
 

In honor of the Feast Day of Saint Francis we will host “The Blessing of the 

Animals” under the portico between worship services.  St. Francis of Assisi 

lived simply and in the joy of all that God created.  We give thanks to God for 

all of creation – especially beloved pets.  You are invited to bring your pet (or 

livestock, or a wild beast) in celebration of his/her life for a special blessing.   

This is a wonderful (and nonthreatening) opportunity to invite a friend, neighbor, relative or 

acquaintance to church!  Who do you know who has a pet they really love?  Why not let them know 

about the blessing of the animals that is happening at your church?  Our worship theme on October 

10 is “All Creatures Great and Small.”  The schedule:   

 

   9:30am Traditional Worship 

   10:30am Blessing of the Animals under portico 

   11:00am Contemporary Worship 

Perhaps you could share the schedule with your “invitee” and give them the option of coming to one 

of the other worship services OR just coming to the hands-on blessing time at 10:30am. 

“We give you thanks, O God, for animals who live in our homes, on farms, in the wild, and in 

havens of refuge.  Amen.” 

                                                           Any questions, please call Pastor Marianne at 248-875-3783. 

 

      All Saints Day    
This year we will observe All Saints Day on Sunday, October 31

st
 in the 9:30am and 11:00am 

worship services with a special time of remembrance of friends and family members who have left 

this earth and rest in the Lord our God.  Please contact the church office at 248-684-2798 or 

churchoffice@milfordumc.net with the name/s of those you’d like us to remember during worship 

along with your name and your relationship to the deceased.  An insert will be included in the 

bulletin that Sunday.   

Continued from page 1 

Doug’s Discoveries 
 

church to be here as a beacon of light in our community and our world.  This “Miracle Sunday” 
offering will relieve our budget of $24,000 in annual mortgage payments, and allow us to focus our 
giving on more mission and ministry for years to come.   
 
Please join us in worship on October 3, and be with us for Congregational Meeting #1 on that day at 
10:30 a.m.  We’ll pray for our Miracle Sunday Offering, talk about the benefits of this effort, and try 
to answer your questions.   
 
I love you all,  
Pastor Doug 
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Church News and Information 

World Communion 

Sunday is October 3 

 

On October 3, United 

Methodists around the world 

are invited to one of our six annual, churchwide 

offerings.  On World Communion Sunday we fund 

graduate racial-ethnic scholarships for students in The 

United States and around the world.  You may make a 

check payable to “MUMC” and write on the memo, 

“World Communion Sunday.” 

 

FINANCE REPORT as of 08/31/2021 

 

Year to date income: $162,169 

Year to date expenses: $163,249 

 

The Finance Committee will be meeting at the 
church on Thursday, October 7

th
, starting at 

6:00 p.m. to work on the 2022 Budget so that it 
can be ready to present to the Church Council 
on November 4

th
.  If you have any budget items 

that you would like considered at this meeting, 
please contact Nancy Weeks as soon as 
possible (sevendays410@gmail.com) or 248-
787-6417. 

mailto:sevendays410@gmail.com
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For October 

Missionary Support 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to a new school year!  

It is not often that you start the school year with a day off, but that is what 
happened at Friends when much of Milford was without electrical power! 
However, we are now in full swing and excited to be back!  

Frequently at the start of the year, one of the first assignments a teacher will 
put to the class is a self-portrait. Be it 4 year-olds or fourth graders, there is so 
much a teacher can learn from this simple task. In my kindergarten classroom 
we did this on our very first day. While students worked on this task, I was 
able to look at pencil grip, scissor skills, and spatial perception with the 
placement of eyes, mouth and nose. I was also able to teach how to use many 
of the tools in our toolbox such as scissors, glue sticks and crayons. So when 
your child brings home a self-portrait yet again this year, realize that the 
teacher just learned a ton about your child! 

We still have a few openings in our classrooms so if you, or any one you know, is looking for a 
wonderful preschool program, please contact us at friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website 
at friendspreschool.org. We would love to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and 
show you around our classrooms.  

         FACILITIES TASKFORCE UPDATE 

 

As of mid-September, the work on the new 
Janitor’s Closet is nearing completion. It should 
be finished by the time you receive the October 
newsletter. The work on the Coffee Bar which 
will be located in the area of the old janitor’s 
closet will start as soon as possible after the 
first project is completed. Our goal for both 
projects is $10,000 and we are happy to report 
that we have received approximately $8,100. 
Only $1,900 is needed to complete the projects. 
If you would like to make a donation towards 
the completion of both projects, please indicate 
“Coffee Bar” on the memo line of your checks 
so it can be recorded correctly. Thank you for 
your support and patience as we work to finish 
both of these projects. 

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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Stitching for 

Others meets 

on Wednesdays 

from 10am to 

4pm. All are 

invited to come 

and help. There 

is a job for 

everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For 

more information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-

8798. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/1 Ray Michaels 

10/4 Scott Gurke 

10/4 Marilyn Moore 

10/6 Betty Erwin 

10/11 Del Dee 

10/11 Paula Tatum-Silman 

10/16 Phyllis Motley 

10/19 Carl Hawkinson 

10/20 Bette Knedgen 

10/20 Nicholas “Cole” McKane 

10/21 Diana Opfer 

10/23 Merlin Feigley 

10/23 Cameron Priebe 

10/25 John Moore 

10/26 Brad Erwin 

10/26 Kathryn Jones 

10/27 Maddy Kemp 

10/27 Katie Thompson 

10/28 John Robinson 

 

 

10/02/93 John & Regina Olari 

10/18/03 Dr. Greg & Mary Jo Oldford 

10/18/68 Emil & Sue Tonello 

10/21/72 John & Karen Nelson 

10/24/64 Jeff & Marilyn Motschenbacher 

10/24/59 John & Marilyn Moore 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lexi Staab 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The detailed Monthly 

Treasurer’s Report is available from the 

Finance Committee Chair, Nancy Weeks,  

248-787-6417 or from Pastor Doug, 248-875-

8009 mobile, or the church office.                                   

~Deadline for the November Newsletter is October 15~ 

Ongoing Food 

Collection for 

Neighbors in Need 

 

We collect non-perishable 

food at the church 

entrance.  Please place 

your food donations in the red tubs.  Thank you 

for sharing!  

Linda Fraser delivers it to Community Sharing.  

We need a volunteer to deliver when Linda is 

unavailable.  Would you serve?  Please contact 

Linda Fraser at 248-685-9308.   

October, 2021 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 

 
Oct. 3-17 Mini-Series: Everything is Spiritual 
 
Oct. 3 World Communion Sunday 
Mark 10:13-16 “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
See the beauty in all things.  See life as a gift 
from God.  Look for God in all situations. 
Congregational Meeting #1 between services, at 
10:30 a.m. (information for Miracle Sunday) 
 
Oct. 10   
Matthew 6:25-27; Genesis 1:24, 25  
“All Creatures Great and Small” 
10:30am Blessing of the Animals 
 
Oct. 17  
Mark 10:35-45 “All Things Wise and Wonderful” 
The value of true wisdom vs. mere knowledge. 
Get God’s perspective. 
Congregational Meeting #2 between services, at 
10:30 a.m. (information for Miracle Sunday) 
 
Oct. 24 Stewardship Series Oct. 24 – Nov. 14 
“We Are the Light of the World” 
Series Theme scripture: Matthew 5:14-16  
Theme Song: “This Little Light of Mine” sung as 
Doxology when offerings are presented. 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Sherry Parker-Lewis 
Mark 10:35-45 “How Do We Shine God’s Light? 
– By Serving” 
 
Oct. 31 (All Saints Sunday observed) 
Mark 12:28-34 “How Do We Shine God’s Light? 
– By Living the Great Commandment” 

 


