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Upcoming Events 
 

 

Sunday, September 5 

Holy Communion 

Labor Day 

 

Sunday, September 12 

20th Anniversary of 9/11 

 

Sunday, September 19 

Causal Coffee w/Church 

Council 

 

Sunday, September 26 

Men’s Ministry Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

 

September 2021 Newsletter 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  
churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday 

Worship or Livestream Worship: 

9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

I’ve discovered dire warnings and sunny 
promises in Jeremiah 17:7, plus sound 
instruction for living a life that is good in 
God’s sight.  He says, “Happy are those 
who trust in the Lord, who rely on the Lord.  
They will be like trees planted by the 
streams, whose roots reach down to the 

water.  They won’t fear drought when it comes; their leaves will 
remain green.  They won’t be stressed in the time of drought or 
fail to bear fruit.” 
 
This summer we witnessed a deep, extended drought in the 
western U.S., and flash floods in Michigan.  I’m sure many 
people trust in the Lord when their lives are threatened by these 
severe events.   
 
Jeremiah’s counsel is not just for people in a drought.  It’s 
wisdom for all of us, anytime.  If you want a good, happy life, rely 
on the Lord.  Trust in the Lord. People of faith will often suffer 
alongside people who reject faith, but Jeremiah says “They won’t 
fear drought when it comes.”  They’ll transcend the stress and 
keep bearing fruit--- they’ll contribute to community life, be a 
resource to others, keep a good attitude, and remain grateful for 
whatever blessings they can see- and they ALWAYS see them! 
Yep, these people are happy.  Would you read Jeremiah’s words 
again?  Are you one who relies on the Lord? 
 
I love you all,  
 
Pastor Doug 
 
Help Wanted: Pastie Makers (No Experience Necessary) 
 
On Wednesday and Thursday, September 15 and 16, Rev. 
Sherry will lead a service project.  We will help the Oak Grove 
United Methodist Church each day from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
by making pasties in their church hall and kitchen.  Contact Rev. 
Sherry to sign-up, 248-318-5613. 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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"The Chosen" is coming to Milford United Methodist Church this fall! This 
independent TV series is an exploration of the life of Jesus Christ through 
the perspective of those that interacted with him and is based on Biblical 
events in his life and historical events and practices of the times. 

Creator Dallas Jenkins; Produced by  Loaves & Fishes Productions; Angel 
Studios. Season 1&2 have been seen around the world.  

This show (hopefully 8 seasons over the next few years) has been solely 
funded by donations and is free to watch on "The Chosen" app. 

I will be leading a small group study 2 times during 
the week, one in the evening and one in the morning. We will watch the 
episodes and use a study guide written to accompany the episode.  

Input is needed to determine the days for the study. If you are planning to 
attend, please indicate your choices in an email, (sherylafoster@gmail.com) 
or let me know in person. ZOOM participation can also be arranged.  

Morning choices: Wednesday or Thursday @ 10:00am 

Evening choices: Tuesday or Thursday @ TBD 

Suggestions & friends welcome! 

I hope that you will join me to experience this epic series. 

Feel free to email or call me if you have questions. (248-318-5613) 

Rev. Sherry 

Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

Central Conference Pension Initiative 

 
United Methodists found that many of our clergy in the developing world had no retirement savings 
and spent their final years in severe poverty.  So, we started the “Central Conference Pension 

Initiative.”  In a ten-year effort, we contributed over $27,000,000 to start sustainable pension 
programs in 69 conferences, in places like Liberia, East Congo, Lithuania, The Philippines, and 

Central Europe.  Over $12,000,000 has been distributed to date, and we now have sustainable 
pension programs operating in these conferences.  Clergy and churches are making regular 
pension contributions and managing responsible benefit programs.   

 
During the current pandemic, our poor churches have also lived through devastating floods, Ebola 

outbreaks, violent armed rebel attacks, and a volcano eruption.  The pension program has been a 
lifeline to clergy, surviving spouses, and congregations in communities on the edge of survival.  

Thank you to The United Methodist Church for taking care of aged servants and their families!   

FINANCE REPORT as of 07/31/2021 

   Year to date income: $136,957 
   Year to date expenses: $144,644 

Budget adjustments are currently in process to help offset the reduction in total income as well as 
some additional cost cutting measures have been put into place. The Finance Committee will meet 
on September 9th to discuss the impact these changes will have on our operations. 

mailto:sherylafoster@gmail.com
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Church News and Information 

 World Communion 

Sunday is October 3 

 

This is one of Six Special 

Sundays when United 

Methodists invite gifts each year for a particular 

missional effort chosen by our General Conference.  On 

World Communion Sunday, we fund ethnic 

scholarships for undergraduate and graduate 

education, both for U.S. students and international 

students.  We invite you to give a designated gift for this 

purpose on October 3.   

 

RMD: Required Minimum Distributions 

 

If you are age 70 and above, and if you 

have savings in an Individual Retirement 

Account, please learn about Required 

Minimum Distributions.  Many people save 

on taxes by making charitable gifts from an 

IRA.  At a certain age, you will be required 

to take money out of your IRA each year 

and put it into the economy.  Please 

consult your tax advisor to see if you could 

save money and bless the church with a 

gift from your IRA when you take an RMD.   

Casual Coffee with 

Church Council 

Church Council is announcing 

that we plan to start “Casual 

Coffee with Church Council.”  On the third 

Sunday of each month starting on September 19, 

2021, we would like to offer the opportunity to 

speak with Church Council on matters of the 

church, ask questions of the Council, or discuss 

ideas for Council to consider. In short, Council 

wants to hear from you. Grab a cup of coffee and 

join us in the Commons between services. 

Church Council looks forward to the start of this 

new dialogue and its continuation throughout the 

year. 

   Bette Knedgen 

   Church Council Chair  

Broken Leg? Recovering from 

Surgery?  Need a Crutch or Assistive 

Device? 

 

Ron Opfer recently donated some assistive 

devices to the church.  They are stored in the 

south end of the church barn.  If you or 

someone you know needs to borrow one, 

please contact our church office. 
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Fall Small Groups Near You 

As we gear up for the Fall Season, please consider being a part of an already 

established small group or even creating your own!  Pastor Doug, Rev. Sherry, or myself, would 

love to work alongside you to assist in anyway we can.   

Why would you want to join a small group?  God created us to be in community together.  Small 

groups help us to us connect with God, grow in faith together, and serve others.  For me, small 

groups add a dimension to my faith that I just don’t experience on my own.   

Check future newsletters, bulletins and weekly e-blasts for more opportunities and details. 

A sprinkling of groups for your consideration: 

 

Young Families Group:  Contact Danielle Sherman – 586-904-2774   

Church based group in support of young families.  August Activity:  Kids Pool Party at the 

Sherman’s on Sunday, August 29, 2pm-5pm.    

Sisterhood:  Contact Diane Prestridge – 214-762-3416 

Gather on 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30pm-9pm with a focus of discussion around topics that 

are relevant for today’s issues and how our spiritual gifts can make an impact.  Meeting place:  

TBD   

Bible Study “The Chosen”: Contact Rev. Sherry Foster – 248-318-5613 

Rev. Sherry will be leading a small group study two times during the week one in the evening and 

one in the morning. Participants will watch an episode of “The Chosen” (which is based upon 

Biblical events in the life of Jesus) and use a study guide written to accompany the episode.  Days 

and times of the week for the study TBD.  Meeting place:  MUMC 

Tuesday Evening Spiritual Group Discussion: Contact Marianne McMunn – 248-875-3783    

Gather via Zoom the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 7pm-8:30pm.  Starting September 7  

discuss “Falling Upward:  Spirituality for the 2 Halves of Life” by Richard Rohr.  Meeting place:  

Zoom 

Saturday Crafters: Contact Barb Harris 248-685-0289 

Gather on the 4th Saturday of each month 10am—2pm starting September 25. Bring your crafting 

materials and a lunch and work on your craft while having fellowship with other crafters. Meeting 

place: MUMC 

Uniting Grieving Hearts: Contact Pat Loder 248-396-4391 

Grief support for anyone grieving a loss no matter the length of time from the loss. Gather the 3rd 

Monday of the month from 7pm-8:30pm. Starting September 20. Meeting place: Zoom 

                                                                                                  Happy Trails, 

                                                                                                  Pastor Marianne 
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A New School Year is Upon Us!  

We are excited to welcome our new friends into our classrooms for a 
new school year at Friends Preschool on Wednesday, September 8 th! 
The beginning of a new school year brings with it new, sharp crayons, 
new lunchboxes, and new friends. Our teachers and students alike are 
just a bit nervous for the first day. I enjoy reading to my students the 
book First Day Jitters by Julie Danneberg in which we learn about how 
scared you can sometimes feel starting something new only to find out 
that it is the teacher that is scared! My students always want to know if I 
am scared on the first day, and I let them know that I sure am but it is 
the good kind of scared and I know that I will feel better as soon as I get 
to know them. 

Our open registration is ongoing so if you, or anyone you know, is looking for a wonderful preschool 
program, please contact us at friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website at 
friendspreschool.org. We would love to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and 
show you around our classrooms.  

REPORT from your MIRACLE SUNDAY TEAM 

 

The Miracle Sunday Campaign launched on August 22nd. Its objective is a “Miracle” offering to be 
received on or before November 14th to pay our 2021 Ministry Shares ($26,184 balance due) in full 
and pay off or pay down the church mortgage which has a current balance of $145,308. Throughout 
September and October, you will be receiving information on this campaign through letters, e-mails, 
the newsletter, Miracle Sunday Moments during Sunday services and informational meetings.  

We are happy to announce that the construction work on the relocation of the Janitor ’s Closet and 
the new Coffee Bar will finally start on August 30th. Al Worrell and Tim Bonnewell are spearheading 
this project for us. The final drawings are done and the building permit from the Village of Milford 
has been secured. We have raised enough funds to fully pay for the architectural drawings, bond 
and permits and materials needed for the Janitor’s Closet – over $6,200. An additional $3,800 is 
needed to complete the Coffee Bar which will include a serving area, storage, and direct access to 
the kitchen. Please consider making a donation so we can reach our total goal of $10,000 to get this 
project finished as soon as possible.  

As Fall approaches, many of our programs and mission projects are gearing up for some interesting 
and exciting times. The Community Garden has benefited from all the rain and produced lots of 
veggies that have been shared through Community Sharing and with the congregation as well. 
Several “On a Mission” events were held during the summer and will continue throughout 2021-22. 
Our partnership with Kurtz Elementary was very successful last year and we are working on 
developing activities that support Kurtz in the new school year. Small groups will continue to meet in 
the Fall including a new book study led by Pastor Marianne. The Nominations Committee is 
currently reviewing committee rosters and asking people to serve.  Please consider serving on a 
committee when they contact you – we need everyone’s time and talents to keep moving forward. 

Please contact the Miracle Sunday Team with your questions: Darrel LaMar (team lead), Pastor 
Doug, Bette Knedgen, Deb Bonnewell, Marilyn Motschenbacher, and Nancy Weeks.   

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays from 

10am to 4pm. All 

are invited to come 

and help. There is 

a job for everyone! 

No experience 

necessary. 

Needed: knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, 

ironers, etc. For more information call Thesia 

Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

Kroger Community 

Rewards  

The money MUMC 

receives from Kroger 

Community Rewards has 

dramatically decreased.  

Please visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com and 

designate MUMC as your community rewards 

recipient. Our Rewards number is VQ308. 

Designating MUMC as your community rewards 

recipient does not affect any Kroger rewards you 

receive. Follow the instructions under “Link your card 

to an organization.”  It will tell you if you are enrolled 

in Community Rewards or let you enroll or choose 

MUMC as your Community Rewards recipient.   

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

9/4 Juanita Rogers 

9/5 Mike Bassett 

9/9 Mike Shove 

9/10 Joan Shawver 

9/10 Don Fletcher 

9/10 Nancy Weeks 

9/12 Carolyn Graves 

9/17 Lance Oberg 

9/19 Karen Delaney 

9/20 Sarah Smith 

9/23 Florence Campbell 

9/26 Roger Clemens 

9/28 Nancy Ebert 

9/28 Joe Strauss 

9/29 Scott Smith 

9/14/63 Tom & Mary Ann O’Brien 

9/20/00 Joe & Carol Strauss 

9/22/62 Bob & Jan Olari 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 

Help Wanted Friends Preschool 

Assistant Teacher for our “Bee” Program (3-

4 year-olds, Monday—Thursday 9:30am to 

12:30pm. If interested contact: 

                 Tracy 248-760-1691 or 

  Tammy 810-623-4303 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com


7 



8 



9 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lexi Staab 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The detailed Monthly 

Treasurer’s Report is available from the 

Finance Committee Chair, Nancy Weeks,  

248-787-6417 or from Pastor Doug, 248-875-

8009 mobile.                                  

~Deadline for the October Newsletter is September 15~ 

Ongoing Food 

Collection for 

Neighbors in Need 

 

We collect non-perishable 

food at the church 

entrance.  For many 

years, it was delivered to Community Sharing 

by John and Virginia Orr (thank you again!).  

Now it is being delivered by Linda Fraser, about 

twice a month.  Please place your food 

donations in the red tubs near the church 

entrance.  Thank you.  

September 2021 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 

 
Sept. 5 Holy Communion/Labor Day 

Mark 7:23-30 “Sparring Partners”   
 
Sept. 12 (20th anniversary of 9-11-2001 attacks) 

Mark 8:31-38 “How Jesus Reacted Under 
Attack” 

Isaiah 50:4-9a   
 

Sept. 19  
Mark 9:30-37 “How Jesus Measures Greatness” 
 

Sept. 26 Men’s Ministry Sunday   

 

Noisy Offerings in September 

 

Noisy Offerings in September are for Community Sharing Gift Certificates.  These funds will be sent 

to neighbors in need, chosen by Community Sharing case workers, and distributed in early 

December as a sign of God’s love at Christmas time.   


