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Upcoming Events 
 

 

Sunday, August 1 

Holy Communion 

Bless the College Students 

 

Thursday, August 5 

Pastors’ Patio Party 

 

Sunday, August 8 

“Dare to Speak Life-Giving 

Words” 

 

Sunday, August 15 

Joint Service with Milford 

Presbyterian/One service only 

10am 

 

Sunday, August 22 

Church Picnic  

 

Sunday, August 29 

“Stay Calm and Listen On” 

Doug’s Discoveries—   
 

 

August 2021 Newsletter 
1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798   
Office Email:  

churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday 

Worship or Livestream Worship: 

9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

Extravagant Generosity in 2021 

Thank you for supporting Milford United 
Methodist Church as we hold forth the word of 
life.  I pray you will join me in making plans to 
give extravagant gifts as the year continues. If 
you are unable to give, we bless you and love 
you.  If you are able to give, please join joyfully 
in these efforts!   

 
1. Regular tithes and offerings. Become a regular giver, with this 

church as a priority in your financial life. This is the foundational 
support of a church. Thank you to all who make it happen! 

 
2. Contribute a significant gift for the remodeling project scheduled 
for this summer. We will move the Janitor’s Closet to the Coat Room 
and create a new Coffee Bar in The Commons.  You may give at 
any time. This will be an uplifting improvement to our facility this fall.   
 
3. Join us in prayer for Miracle Sunday, November 14, 2021, praying 
that God will bless this church with extravagant generosity and a 
“Miracle” offering by that day, to complete our 2021 payment of 
Ministry Shares (about $30,000) and pay off or pay down the church 
mortgage early (about $150,000). We can save thousands of dollars 
in interest expenses by paying now instead of continuing the loan for 
another 9 years. Eliminating debt will free us to focus our giving on 
mission and ministry.  Please prayerfully consider a generous gift 
from your life savings if you believe you have more than you will 
need. We’ll prepare for Miracle Sunday with prayer, 2 all –church 
meetings, and 4 all - church mailings, inviting the congregation to 
experience the largest single offering in the history of our church! On 
Miracle Sunday, please also plan to complete an Estimate of Giving 
card for 2022. Please pray for and join in this Miracle Sunday for the 
glory of God and the spiritual and financial health of Milford United 
Methodist Church.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Doug and Nancy Weeks, Finance Committee Chair 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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It’s hard to believe that August is already upon us! I hope you have been able to 

enjoy the warm weather.  I spent a week at our family cottage on Mullett Lake in 

July. My great-grandfather and a local native American named Mose built it in the 

early 1920’s, so it is about 100 years old. There have been a few changes and 

updates over the years, but it is still a cherished place for all his descendants. 

Most of the changes were due to inventions of modern conveniences, so we went 

from a bathroom off the back porch with a sink & toilet to one with a bathtub and 

hot water, from a wood burning stove to an electric one, and from an icebox to a 

refrigerator.  The main floor was insulated and paneled with knotty pine to 

preserve the rustic look.  

This summer, we experienced a big change outdoors. A young family purchased the lot next to our three, 

which was covered with trees and has a runoff drainage through it to the lake. They are clearing most of the 

trees and fixing the beach to put in a dock and a boat hoist, but can’t build a house because of the drainage. 

A line of cedar trees is actually on our property and were planted by my great-grandfather in honor of each 

person in the family. My aunt explained the significance of the trees to the young man, and they carefully did 

not cut down the cedars and other trees on our side. The view from the cottage on that side has changed, 

but the cedars are still there to remind us of the family history. 

I’m very glad that we’re able to resume some activities that we’ve missed during the pandemic. Some things 

may be different, but that is OK. Some things may not go back to “normal.”  Remember that the only thing 

that is certain is change.  At Mullett Lake, we can be upset about new neighbors, mourn the loss of the trees, 

or make new friends and look at the majestic cedars that are part of our family history.  

At church, we can be sad about all we have missed or things that have changed, or we can be part of the 

journey forward into ways of sharing our faith and living as Christians in community. I am excited about our 

new experience of being a 2-point charge with Oak Grove UMC. Bishop Bard and the conference have given 

us an opportunity in ministry with many possibilities for both of our churches. We can look at the good 

ministries that each church already has and support each other, plus develop new ones together. We can 

get to know each other and share fellowship when possible. We can both be revitalized to create more 

disciples for Jesus Christ. 

I pray that you all will come on this journey that Pastor Doug, Pastor Marianne, and I are leading into the 

future. Won’t you come joyfully and follow us?  

Love to all, Rev. Sherry, Deacon 

Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

We’re “On a Mission” to have fun together, make new friends and serve others! You are invited to 

join us for these activities, and, please, invite your 

friends to join us: 

August 5 A patio party hosted by Pastors Doug and 

Marianne McMunn at 350 Cabinet Street, Milford. Bring 

light snack or dessert to share.  Park in their driveway, 

then they’ll help you find a parking place. 

August 12 at the Milford Independent Cinema for the 

7:00 viewing of Jungle Cruise (a new run). Tickets are Adults $7, seniors $6.  RSVP Robin 

Fletcher @ 248-787-4921. 

We will plan for one more activity in August. It will be in our weekly e-blast from the church office.  

On A 
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Church News and Information 

August 1 - Blessing of the College Students 

 

During worship on August 1, we plan to pray for college students 

who will soon start their fall semester.  Please send us the name 

of any student you would like us to include by name.  Please 

indicate what school they will attend, and if it is your relative, 

share how they are related to you.  If you can supply a photo, we 

want to share it on the screen, introducing the students before we pray for them.   Please get the 

information and optional photo to the church office, churchoffice@milfordumc.net,  by 

Wednesday, July 28.  Better yet, invite the students to be with us in person if they can! 

Special Worship Schedule on Sunday, 

August 15 

 

On August 15, worship at MUMC is at 10:00 a.m.  

We are having only one service that day, which 

will be in the sanctuary, and it is a joint service 

with our friends from Milford Presbyterian 

Church.  It will be a blended service, with a choir 

anthem and praise music with the praise band 

and a message from Pastor Doug.   

Church 

Picnic 

August 22 

Sponsored 

by Iron Men 

 

Please join us for the annual Church 

Picnic at noon.   

MUMC Finance Update 

 

Our year-to-date income has declined from the same period of 2020 by almost $9,900. Please 
think of that when you are considering a contribution to the church. Our expenses remain constant 
and the total year-to-date is about $1000 less than last year. Our committees work hard to keep 
our spending in line with our budget. The Finance Committee reviewed the budget at their July 8 th 
meeting and have adjusted some of the line items to better reflect what is actually happening. Our 
Heritage District Ministry Shares have been paid in full for 2021 and we are making payments 
toward the Conference Ministry Shares. 

 

2021 Year-To-Date Income  =  $118,409.24 
2020 Year-To-Date Income  =  $128,261.73 
 
2021 Year-To-Date Expenses  =  $121,781.33 
2020 Year-To-Date Expenses  =  $122,723.60 
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Summer Quiet at Friends… 

It is very quiet around Friends Preschool in July and August, no little 
voices in play or lessons being taught. However, that does not mean 
there is nothing happening at Friends! Classrooms are being moved 
and toys are being sorted. There is new flooring being put into one of 
the classrooms and painting happening in others. Our school library has 
been moved and is being catalogued to help us locate books when needed. And all the while, 
Margie is polishing floors and cleaning carpets getting ready for the return of our students in the Fall.  

Our staff is getting ready for the new school year by taking continuing education courses and 
tweaking the curriculum. August will bring the excitement of setting up the classrooms with new 
bulletin boards and decorations getting ready for our September 1st Back to School Open House for 
our new students. 

Our open registration is ongoing so if you, or any one you know, is looking for a wonderful preschool 
program, please contact us at friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website at 
friendspreschool.org. We would love to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and 
show you around our classrooms.  

Open for Church Officer Nominations 

 

In August-September, our Nominating Committee must prepare a Nominations Report for our 

November 14 Church Conference, when we elect church officers for 2022.  Please contact the 

pastors by August 10 if you'd like to serve in some way or to suggest a nomination.   

New Address 

Donna Caswell has moved to an 

assisted living facility. She would 

appreciate your cards and notes: 

Donna Caswell  
Brookdale Adrian, Rm. 46  

1200 Corporate Drive  
Adrian, MI 49221  

Casual Coffee with Church Council 

Church Council is announcing that we plan to 

start “Casual Coffee with Church Council.”  On 

the third Sunday of each month, starting on 

September 19, 2021, we would like to offer the 

opportunity to speak with Church Council 

members on matters of the church, ask questions 

of the Council, or discuss ideas for Council to 

consider. In short, Council wants to hear from 

you. Grab a cup of coffee and join us in the 

Commons between services. Church Council 

looks forward to the start of this new dialogue and 

its continuation throughout the year. 

   Bette Knedgen 

   Church Council Chair  

 

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays from 

10am to 4pm. All 

are invited to come 

and help. There is 

a job for everyone! 

No experience 

necessary. 

Needed: knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, 

ironers, etc. For more information call Thesia 

Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

8/2 Cristiano Bruletti 

8/2 Lori (Fletcher) Schwartz 

8/7 Ieasha Shufflebarger 

8/10 Nancy London 

8/10 Leon Wenger 

8/13 Christopher Antrim 

8/14 Robert Leibler 

8/14 Linda Lutz 

8/15 Sharon Peterson-Moshenko 

8/18 Carly Atkeson 

8/19 Robert Campbell 

8/19 Rebecca Marquardt 

8/20 Amy Radeka 

8/21 Brandon Uribe 

8/22 Quinten Smith 

8/23 Tim Bonnewell 

8/23 Lu Gierhart 

8/25 Carol Shaver 

8/29 Vicki Smith 

8/30 Linda Sturgeon 

8/31 Hunter Darrah 

8/31 Vickie Katchever 

8/11/06 Steven & Stacy Atkeson 

8/18/84 Tim & Debbie Bonnewell 

8/21/93 Doug & Amy Radeka 

8/29/81 Michael & Sue Shove 

 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we 

can celebrate your birthday or anniversary 

in our newsletter.  You don’t have to be a 

church member to be included! *** 

 

Thank you to Pastor Doug and the 
MUMC Family: 
 
You are a blessing and your ministry helps 
make the world a brighter place every day.  
Thank you so much for Adeline’s beautiful 
baptism!  Love, The Sherman family: Mark, 
Dani, Breanna & Adeline 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lexi Staab 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The detailed Monthly 

Treasurer’s Report is available from the 

Finance Committee Chair, Nancy Weeks,  

248-787-6417 or from Pastor Doug, 248-875-

8009 mobile.                                  

~Deadline for the September Newsletter is August 15~ 

 

 

 

 

For August 

Community Sharing Gift  

Certificates for our Neighbors in 

Need during Christmas 

Ongoing Food 

Collection for 

Neighbors in Need 

 

We collect non-perishable 

food at the church 

entrance.  For many 

years, it was delivered to Community Sharing 

by John and Virginia Orr (thank you again!).  

Now it is being delivered by Linda Fraser, about 

twice a month.  Please place your food 

donations in the red tubs near the church 

entrance.  Thank you.  

August 2021 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 
 
 
August 1 Holy Communion, Bless College 
Students 
 
Ps. 51:1-4, 10-12; Eph. 4:1-7; John 6:28-35  
“A Cause Greater Than Your Own Personal 
Success” 
 
August 8  
2 Sam. 18:5-9, 15, 31-33;  Eph. 4.25-5:2;  
John 6: 41-51    
“Dare to Speak Life-Giving Words” 
 
August 15 Milford Memories, Joint Service with 
Milford Presbyterian Church at Milford United 
Methodist  
I Kings 3:3-14; Ps. 111; Eph. 5:15-20;  
Luke 15:17-25  
 “Be Wise- Make Some Music to God” 
 
August 22 Launch of the Miracle Sunday 
Program 8/22- 11/14 
I Kings 8:1,6,10,11, 22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84; 
John 4:5-26 
"Filled With Glory" 
                                    

August 29 Song of Songs 2:8-13; James 1:19-
27; Matthew 15:1-3, 7-11 
"Stay Calm and Listen On" 


