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Upcoming Events 
 

Thursday, July 1 

Lunch in Frankenmuth 

 

Saturday, July 17 

Milford High School Play 

 

Sunday, July 4 

Holy Communion 

Independence Day 

 

July 11-25 Mini Series: 

“Who Cares?” 

 

Sunday, July 11 

Ministry Moment—Kurtz 

Elementary  

 

Sunday, July 18 

Long Time Member 

Celebration 

 

Saturday, July 24 

“Fifties” Party 

 

Sunday, July 25 

“How We Care” 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

 

July 2021 Newsletter 
1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798   
Office Email:  

churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday 

Worship or Livestream Worship: 

9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

I’ve discovered unexpected opportunities.  

Recently, I received a surprising call from our  

District Superintendent, the Reverend LouAnn 

Rourke, who provides oversite for over 100 

churches  in The Heritage District.  The half-

time pastor at the Oak Grove Church, north of 

Howell, was appointed to Nashville, MI, in a 

full time appointment.  An opportunity. 

 

The D.S. looked over the list of qualified Local Pastors residing in 

the Heritage District… people who are not currently appointed as 

pastors… and noticed that Marianne had retired five years ago. 

An opportunity?  Years ago, Marianne and I expressed an interest in 

serving as pastors together, but it never happened.  The D.S. saw a 

possibility… an opportunity.  Effective July 1, 2021, our Michigan 

Bishop has appointed me as lead pastor, full-time, to the  Milford-

Oak Grove Charge, and appointed Marianne as associate pastor, 

half-time, also to the Milford-Oak Grove Charge.  We are grateful for 

this opportunity to serve God and to serve the two churches of this 

new, “two-point charge.”   

 

This opportunity is brand new, and we are excited to discover what 

God has in store for all of us together.  Please pray for us in this 

adventure, for God’s church in both places, and for the communities 

we serve with you. 

 

“Peace be with the whole community, and love with faith, from God 

the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  - Ephesians 6: 23 

 

I love you all,  

 

Pastor Doug   

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Happy July! It is so good to see more of your smiling faces in person!  It’s 

also good that we can still see each other via electronic means as well.  I 

look forward to being able to worship with our church online while I am on 

vacation in a week or so! I hope those who were able to attend the church 

picnic under the portico enjoyed the renewed fellowship. It warmed my 

heart to share a meal and catch up with each other! Be sure to read about 

the other fellowship events that are planned soon. You can find info on the 

website or in this newsletter. Robin Fletcher is planning these events under 

the banner, “One a Mission.”  If you have ideas to share, contact her. 

Our Michigan Annual Conference was held electronically again this year and went very smoothly 

with a couple of events held in person and shared on-line.  Our church has an exciting adventure to 

share this year. As you may have heard, we are going to be a two-church charge starting July 1. 

Pastor Doug will be the lead pastor at Milford UMC and at Oak Grove UMC (near Howell). 

Marianne will be the part time associate pastor at both churches. I will continue to be appointed at 

Milford UMC part time as I have been, but there will also be some opportunities for me to connect 

with the Oak Grove congregation too. 

I am excited to be part of this ministry adventure and look for ideas and ways to learn from each 

other and maybe develop some new ministries together. Please pray for both churches as we 

move forward.  I hope your summer is wonderful and I hope to see you in church!  

Blessings to all, 

Rev. Sherry, Deacon 

Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

Lay Servant 

Minister 

Recognition 

On Sunday, June 13, 

a presentation was 

made to John Olari by 

Colleen Croxall, 

district director of Lay 

Servant Ministry for the Heritage District. John received 

a certificate and pin as a Lay Servant Minister. The Lay 

Servant Ministry program is an extensive program. We 

congratulate John for this wonderful accomplishment. 
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Summer Camps at Friends… 

Our regular school year has ended but that doesn’t mean things are quiet here 
at Friends Preschool! Our three weeks of camps started with the always 
popular Dinosaur Camp! Students dug for bones, created salt dough fossils, 
and watched a volcano overflow!  

New this year was our Little Bakers Camp which was so popular that we had to 
add a second session to meet demand. Our little bakers designed aprons, 
learned about and made pretzels, created monsters with rice crispy treats, 
made chocolate chip cookies and rolled out pie dough for mini apple and cherry 
pies! What a fun camp it was, and the smells of the pies baking was mouth 
watering!  

Our open registration is ongoing so if you, or any one you know, is looking for a wonderful preschool 
program, please contact us at friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website at 
friendspreschool.org. We would love to set up a time to meet with you to discuss our program and 
show you around our classrooms.  
 

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 

      
     “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the 
neighborhood.” 
                                                               John 1:14a - Message translation 
 
  The other day, I got to thinking how I had not hung out with any 
of my neighbors since this global pandemic struck!  I miss 
them.  Pre-covid, I was organizing a “Neighbor Coffee” about 
every couple of months to get to know these dear folks and to 
share pastries, coffee, and some laughs.  We did all that and 
more.  We also shared heart aches and organized meals for 
neighbors in need.  A new neighbor moved in after our dear Patchetts left and I haven’t even 
hugged them yet!  We shared welcome goodies and Christmas cheer from a “social distance,” 
but hey! It’s not the same.  Now it’s time to get to organizing a “Neighbor Coffee” once again!   
     Here’s a challenge (or invitation) for all of us who make Milford United Methodist Church 
our place of spiritual formation and service: 
What if each household invited a neighbor over for coffee or a meal this summer? 

What if each household invited a neighbor over for coffee or a meal once a month? 

What if the neighbor we invite is someone we don’t know well at all? 

How might that change our neighborhood? 
“The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood.”  We are the body of 
Christ.  It’s time!  Let’s get moving! 
                                                                 Pastor Marianne 

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com


4 

MAC 2021: Michigan Annual Conference Report, June 1-6, 2021 

 

You can view video and details at www.2021.MichiganUMC.org Here is a brief summary of the 

week: 

 

Milford Delegation: The MAC met virtually with 1000+ registered participants, including Milford’s 

unusually large delegation: Ann Koss, Marianne McMunn, Doug McMunn, Sherry Foster, Deb 

Bonnewell, Bette Knedgen, and Nancy Weeks.  We met in The Commons at MUMC, with each of 

us on our own electronic device for online voting.   

 

Worship: We enjoyed many times of prayer, devotion, worship, preaching, and teaching.  In 

opening worship, we remembered conference clergy and lay members who died this year, 

including our former Milford pastor, the late Rev. Wayne Brookshear.  Bishop Bard preached from 

the story of Jesus calming the stormy sea.  He reminded us of the Apollo XIII Space mission, 

when the crew was nearly lost in space.  Reflecting on the Exile in the Bible and our past year of 

exile, he said, “Nobody told me there’d be days like these, but with God’s grace we can do the 

hard things required of us this year...  Keep singing God’s songs that generate justice and joy!” 

 

Generosity: The Conference offering supported missions in Liberia and Haiti, with 10% for Child 

Hunger Relief in Michigan.  Gifts are still coming in, so we’ll report the total later.  Doug 

Klingensmith and Pastor Doug ran in the Virtual 5K and raised $150, in an effort that raised over 

$31,000 conference-wide, all for Child Hunger Relief in Michigan, where 26% of children are food 

insecure.   

 

Finances: The Conference received a Paycheck Protection Loan from the federal program.  It 

helped us navigate 2020, when only 55% of churches paid the Ministry Shares in full.  (Milford did 

not pay in full.)  That shifts the burden onto the churches that are paying in full.  We acted on 

conference business items and approved a 2022 Conference Program Budget at a 4% reduction, 

and we approved holding wages flat for conference employees.   

 

Strategic Planning: The MAC has 4 Areas of Focus: Faithsharing, Inclusion, Leader Development, 

and Financial Sustainability.   

 

Anti-Bias: We are committed to improvement in AB/AR: anti-bias, anti-racism training and action.  

We are planning required training for clergy to help our churches improve their AB/AR culture.  

Our baptismal vows call us to resist the racially motivated violence in our land.  This is difficult and 

uncomfortable work that will change us and our worship, but we consider it essential soul work in 

our journey with Jesus.   

 

Officers: We elected a long list of conference officers for the year ahead.   

 

General Conference:  We heard a report from our General Conference delegation, which is the 

youngest, most diverse delegation we’ve ever had.  They are dealing with 1,061 pages of 

legislation to be considered by our General Conference in August of 2022.  We affirmed the 

Christmas Covenant and the Protocol for Gracious Separation, two key proposals coming to that 

General Conference.   
Continued on page 5 

http://www.2021.MichiganUMC.org
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Camping: The Camping program has been reduced to 3 sites: Wesley Woods Camp, Lake Huron 

Retreat Center, and Lake Michigan Camp & Retreats.  “We are your partner in spiritual formation of 

disciples of all ages and families.” 

 

Closures and Growth Points: A few of our Michigan churches closed last year, including Wayne: 

First UMC. Troy: Korean UMC has grown and is now one of our largest congregations.   

 

Retirements: Retiring pastors include Rev. Rick Dake of Clarkston; Rev. Benton Heisler, Director of 

Connectional Ministries; Rev. Brad Kalajainen of Grand Rapids: Cornerstone; Rev. Dr. Sherry 

Parker-Lewis, formerly of Brighton: First; and Rev. Deane Wyllys, formerly of Commerce.  There are 

about 570 active clergy (i.e. who are not retired) and some 634 retired clergy.   

 

Benediction: Bishop Bard’s closing words included: “Go in peace to love and serve as Jesus loved 

and served.” 

Thank You Doug Klingensmith! 
 

As of June 14, the MAC (Michigan Annual 

Conference of The united Methodist Church) 

Virtual 5K for Michigan Child Hunger Relief 

raised $31,447.  Thanks to Doug Klingensmith 

for running with me.  Doug K and I sent a total 

of $75 as our registration/donation, and a 

visitor at our June 6 worship added a matching 

check of $75, so that Milford UMC gave a nice 

contribution of $150.  Thank you to our guest! 

 

The average church gave about $40 for this cause, so I’m excited that 

Milford participated on short notice and that we are part of such a 

dynamic connection of United Methodist Churches all across Michigan!  

Please ride your bike with us in the Michigan Annual Conference 5K 

next June!                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                   -   Pastor Doug 

FINANCE REPORT AS OF 05/31/2021 YEAR-TO-DATE 

 

Income     $   98,759.84 
Expenses     $ 101,287.62 
Net Income     $     4,197.85  
Checking Balance    $   20,690.67 
Designated Fund Balance   $   32,990.34 
Memorial Fund Balance             $   16,375.40 
Mortgage Balance    $ 148,028.87 
Investment Funds Market Value  $ 202,548.67 

Continued from page 4 
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Spiritual Formation Retreat 
July 30, 31, 2021 

Discovering Sacred Pathways 
 

                        There is more than one way to connect with God!   
 

     You are invited to come apart (retreat) as we explore 9 different sacred pathways that 
naturally help us relate to God.  Each participant will be given a Sacred Pathway Test to 
determine their personal spiritual style.  Using Gary Thomas’ “Sacred Pathways : Nine Ways 
to Connect With God,” “we will learn how to lean into our spiritual temperament and how to 
appreciate other people who engage with God differently.”  
     Location:  Home of Michael Hickox at 1775 Addaleen, Highland, Michigan  
     Date/s:  Friday, July 30:  7pm to 8:30pm continuing 

                  Saturday, July 31: 9am to 2:30pm 

     Registration Deadline is Saturday, July 24 

     Registration Donation for supplies and lunch:  $10 per person as you are able 

     Please call Pastor Marianne McMunn at #248-875-3783 with your questions or to 
register.  More details will be shared upon your registration. 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

 

Plans are completed for the relocation of the Janitor’s Closet and we hope to start construction on 
that very soon. The Coffee Bar plans are almost complete with construction slated for later in the 
summer. Estimated cost for the Coffee Bar is $5,000. Please consider donating to the Coffee Bar 
construction to help with the purchase of materials. All work will be done in-house which is helping to 
keep the total costs down. Please contact Al Worrell, 248-684-6955, if you are interested in helping 
with either project. Donations to the Coffee Bar should be made out to MUMC and please mark 
“Coffee Bar” on the memo line of your check. 

“On a Mission” is a program of MUMC to have fun together, make new friends, and serve others. 

Summer Activities have been planned with the hope that you will join us.  Upcoming summer 

activities: 

 July 1—Lunch in Frankenmuth, travel by your own car and meet at the Visitor Center. Lunch 

 at 1pm 

 July 17— Milford High School Play 

 July 24— “Fifties Party” (see page 7 for additional information) 

 

Please RSVP for any of the events by calling Robin Fletcher 248-787-4921 

On A 
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50’S PARTY & “ZOMBIE PROM 

 

A church social event celebrating the decade of the 50’s is 
being planned for Saturday, July 24th. Get ready for this event 
by attending the Milford High School Theatre Company’s 
musical production of Zombie Prom. See the MTC press 
release below for a preview of this fun show for the whole 
family, and for ticket information. We would like to see many of 
our MUMC members attend either the Saturday matinee (1:00 
p.m.) or  evening (7:00 p.m.) performance on July 17th.  If you 
want to reserve seats for one of those performances, please 
contact Robin Fletcher,  248-787-4921 by July 5th. You can 
text Robin or leave a message and she will return your call.   
 

 

Milford Theatre Company 

Press Release 

Milford HS Summer Musical:  Zombie Prom! 
 

The Milford High School Theatre Company will present 
Zombie Prom, a goofy blend of teen romance, 1950s nuclear hysteria, and the supernatural; it is the 
very definition of campy. With air raid drills punctuating their class schedules and the nuclear power 
plant looming in the distance, the students of Enrico Fermi High live in the shadow of potential 
disaster. But when there’s pep squad, baseball practice, and the senior prom to think about, why 
worry? Dreamy transfer student Jonny meets and instantly falls in love with good girl Toffee, and 
they spend a blissful senior year mooning over each other. But when Toffee’s parents forbid their 
daughter to date a rebel orphan from the wrong side of the tracks, Toffee is forced to dump her beau. 
Utterly heartbroken, Jonny throws himself into the nuclear power plant and is buried at sea in a lead-
lined coffin.  Jonny of course returns, thanks to Toffee’s everlasting love. All he wants to do is 
graduate and take his girl to the senior prom, but Principal Delilah Strict won’t bend the rules and 
allow a neon-green—and slightly gooey—zombie into her school. With the help of muckraking 
reporter Eddie Flagrante, who sees front-page potential in the undead boy, Jonny starts a crusade 
for zombie rights. 

 
Equal parts Grease and Aaah! Zombies!!, if you enjoy Zombie Prom for what it is—a ludicrous 
musical romp that’s determined to make you laugh—the rewards are plentiful. Take it too seriously, 
and—wait, why would you even be there in the first place? It is called Zombie Prom after all. 

 
The curtain will rise over two weekends at the MHS Center for the Performing Arts.  Tickets will be 
available online starting in early July and there will also be a live stream available for some 
performances. We hope you can join us for this hilarious summer musical event.   

 
July 16, 17, 23 & 24 at 7:00pm 

July 17, 18, & 24 at 1:00pm 

 
www.mhsperformingarts.com - tickets and information 

http://www.mhsperformingarts.com/
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Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays from 

10am to 4pm. All 

are invited to come 

and help. There is 

a job for everyone! 

No experience 

necessary. 

Needed: knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, 

ironers, etc. For more information call Thesia 

Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

7/1 Kayla Shufflebarger 

7/5 Margie Butson 

7/7 Virginia Orr 

7/9 Erika Dee 

7/9 Phil Harris 

7/12 Emil Tonello 

7/13 Steven Peacock 

7/17 Hudson Briggs 

7/18 Gail Bourns 

7/18 Carol Cronk 

7/19 Marvin Delaney 

7/20 Sally Schiemann 

7/21 Sherry Foster 

7/21 Lauren Whitlock 

7/22 Norman Bourns 

7/22 Virginia Jeffers turns 101 

7/25 Bryant Dee 

7/28 Keith Prestridge 

7/28 Nicholas Smith 

7/30 Cheryl Smith 

 

 

7/07/01 Al Worrell & Linda Fraser 

7/10/93 Carl & Carol Hawkinson 

7/11/58 John & Virginia Orr 

7/11/64 George & Juanita Rogers 

7/16/60 Roger & Marcia Watkins 

7/23/11 Justin & Katie Thompson 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we 

can celebrate your birthday or anniversary 

in our newsletter.  You don’t have to be a 

church member to be included! *** 
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Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

Lead Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

Associate Pastor—Rev. Marianne McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Nursery Attendant– Lexi Staab 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The detailed Monthly 

Treasurer’s Report is available from the 

Finance Committee Chair, Nancy Weeks,  

248-787-6417 or from Pastor Doug, 248-875-

8009 mobile.                                  

~Deadline for the August Newsletter is July 15~ 

 

 

 

 

For July: 

Cass Community Support 

Employment Opportunity  

MUMC is searching for a substitute custodian. 
If you know of someone who would like to be 
our backup custodian, the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee is interviewing 
candidates. This is for eight to twelve days 
per year (roughly four hours per day). Please 
contact the church via email and direct 
inquiries to Kelsey Paulus-Shufflebarger.     

July 2021 Sermon Themes and Worship 

Features 

 

July 4 Holy Communion 

Independence Day (USA) 

2 Samuel  5:1-5;  

Psalm 48; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

“Patriotism, Faith, and DUI” 

 

July 11-25 Mini Series: “Who Cares?” 

 

July 11   

Isaiah 43:1-3a; Psalm 23 

I Peter 5:6-7; Matthew 10:29-31 

9:30am Sermon:  “Who Cares?  God Cares” 

11am Testimonial: Tommy Quinn 

Ministry Moment: Community Partnership 

with Kurtz Elementary School 

 

July 18 Long Time Members Celebration 

Psalm 8:1-5 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

“Who Cares? We Care” 

 

July 25  

Ps. 142:1-7; I Cor. 12:14-26 

Mark 6:34-44  “How We Care” 


