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Upcoming Events 
Thursday, April 1 

Holy Thursday 

7pm Worship 

 

Friday, April 2 
Good Friday Worship at 1pm 

with St. George’s Church at 

MUMC 

 

Sunday, April 4 

Easter Sunday, Holy 

Communion 

Easter Cantata: “Come, 

Touch the Robe” 

10:30 Easter Egg Hunt  

 

Sunday, April 11 

Begin Sermon Series:  

“Enjoy God’s Love” 

 

Sunday, April 18 

Native American Ministries 

Sunday 

 

Sunday, April 25 

Festival of God’s Creation 

 

 

I’m thankful these days for the story of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, and for the gift of eter-
nal hope.  The gospel writers focus a large 
portion of their testimony about Jesus upon 
the events of his Passion.  It reads like a trag-
edy as the popular rabbi and miracle worker 
falls into the hands of a traitor, misguided faith 

leaders, corrupt governors, and cruel soldiers.  Jesus is betrayed, 
accused, condemned, and crucified.  The dramatic shadow of dark-
ness falls over Jerusalem, and all hope seems lost.   
 
I used to have a song on cassette tape called, “The Song Goes On.”  
In poetic lyrics and solemn music it tells of Jesus’ final cry and final 
breath.  A short silence ensues…for just one or two measures… and 
then a light female voice sings, “What’s that I hear?  It’s the sound of 
music!  The Song goes on!  Day after day!” 
 
For some 20 centuries the resurrection story has graced our lips, 
then our scriptures, pulpits, paintings, songbooks, theaters, films, 
and pages of the world wide web.  We do not tire of telling the good 
news of Jesus’ resurrection because shadows fall on all of us, in 
one way or another.  Life includes betrayals, twisted religion, abuse 
of power, devastating injury, and the last enemy.  Jesus endured 
them all, and yet the Resurrection proclaims that the story will not 
end in the agony.  What’s that I hear?  The Song goes on!  God Al-
mighty brings life after death!  Praise be to God for our eternal hope! 
 
I love you all, Pastor Doug     
 
 
Please Give to the Easter Offering 
 
At the start of Lent, we announced the annual Easter Offering, a cru-
cial element of support for all aspects of the ministry that happens 
through Milford United Methodist Church.  Please give thoughtful 
consideration to the impact our church is making and give a special, 
generous gift to support and extend our Christian witness. 

Doug’s Discoveries—   
I’ve Discovered Eternal Hope 
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

2021 United Methodist Camping Opportunities 
 

Did you know that spending a week at a Christian camp exposes a person to more 

hours of learning than a year of Sunday School? We are blessed in Michigan to 

have United Methodist Camps, Retreat Centers and Camping areas. Three of them 

are overseen and managed by Michigan Area United Methodist Camping, a 501©3 

corporation of the Michigan Conference UMC. These camps are: 

 

Lake Huron Retreat Center: Located on the shores of Lake Huron, just north of Port Huron is a 

great place for group retreats, personal or family time apart for meditation & renewal, Lake Huron 

hosts special needs camps plus adult choir camp. There is also Water’s Edge, a recently renovated 

cottage that may be reserved. Lake Huron Retreat Center is a full-service retreat center for adults 

and families dedicated to Christian hospitality. With it’s comfortable and modern meeting rooms, 

chapel, dining hall and guest rooms. Guests recommend Lake Huron for its excellent food service, 

clean and comfortable rooms and a beautiful campus. The “At the Water’s Edge” guest cottage is 

available to book personal for spiritual rest and renewal.   

Families and individuals relish time away at our unstructured R&R Retreats. Other summertime 

events bring joy to adults with special needs, seniors and singers. 

 * R&R Family Weekend Retreats    * Lakeshore Interlude 

 * God’s Treasures Camps     * Joyful Noise Choir Retreat 

Rev. Ann Emerson, Deacon, is the site director. 

 

Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat: Located in Dowling on the west side of Michigan, you are wel-

come to experience God’s love through summer camp for children, teens, families and grandpar-

ents. You’ll be inspired through high-energy worship, creative and unique programs, and our beau-

tiful outdoor setting. Year-Round Retreat Options are available for groups, families or team-building 

events. Outdoor fun and adventure is found in our swimming pool with slide, our kayaks, canoes 

and paddle boards. Our go-karts, and other high-adventure activities give campers lots to do! Fire 

bowl, chapel and scenic views help every day to be sacred and grow closer to God. Nicole Holton 

is the site director 

 

Lake Michigan Camp & Retreat: One of God’s special places, with cool green woods, warm sand 

dunes, and a beautiful shoreline. Offering cabins, canvas platform tents, and a wide variety of activ-

ities. RV and tent campground sites are available for group, family, or individual camping open to 

the public. Contact us for year-round retreat options. 

A half mile of pristine Lake Michigan waterfront is calling your name – and Lake Michigan Camp 

gives you the opportunity to enjoy one of Michigan’s greatest natural treasures. Set just south of 

Pentwater in the beautiful woods along the sand dunes, Lake Michigan Camp offers a unique 

camping experience. 

• Stand at the top of the dunes and gaze out over the Lake – morning or night! 

• Sit or lie out under the sun or stars; or stroll along the beach. 

• Attend youth summer camps, family camp or reserve part or all of the camp. 
• Explore long trails while cross-country skiing in winter and hiking in summer. 
Erik Bengston is the Site Director 

Continued  on page 3 
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Stephen Ministers Are There to Care. . . 

Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers for people who are going through a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or relationally.  Are you lonely, experiencing 

a crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer alone. Our 

Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and 

for you, and provide confidential one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that 

you are facing. To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Joan Wilson 248-431-0041. 

United Methodist Retirement Communities 
 
In recent years, UMRC merged with Porter Hills.  Both are leading organizations in senior living 
across Michigan.  Last year, together, they served 7,441 older adults!  They offer a full continuum of 
care, including mobile services.  Their fantastic residential centers are located in Dexter, Chelsea, 
Detroit, and multiple locations in West Michigan.  To learn more, go to www.UMRC.com. 
www.PorterHills.org, or www.UMRCPH.com.  Milford UMC received a nice thank you letter for the 
gift we sent to support their Benevolent Care Fund, which assures that qualified residents always 
have a safe, comfortable, and loving place to call ‘home.’  Tours and presentations are available on 
request.  Contact Lisa French by writing lfrench@umrc.com 

For Lake Huron, Wesley Woods, and Lake Michigan info and registration, go online to um-

camping.org  There are two more United Methodist 

Camps in Michigan that are managed and owned by 

other Christian community organizations: Lake Louise 

and Bayshore Camps. 

 

Lake Louise: is located in Boyne Falls, by Thumb 

Lake, and is owned and managed by the Lake Louise Christian Community Nestled in the woods of 

Northern Michigan on a tranquil, turquoise, spring-fed lake with sandy beaches, Lake Louise offers an 

opportunity to disconnect from the world and reconnect with yourself and one another. Summer over-

night camps, year-round retreats, and a 126 family cottage community anchor the ministry of Lake 

Louise. As you experience the beauty of creation amidst these hallowed grounds, a deep and abiding 

sense of who and whose you are envelops your soul. Empowered by a deeper understanding of your-

self and filled with a wholeness to life, you will leave prepared to engage our holy ordinary lives in new 

and exciting ways! Info and registration for camps can be done online at lakelouisecommunity.org. 

 

Bay Shore Camp & Family Ministries is located in Sebewaing, MI, on the “thumb” of Michigan, just 
a short drive from Bay City and Saginaw. As THE East Michigan area’s site for camping and retreats 

for youth and families for over 100 years, Bay Shore Camp and Family Ministries exists to create op-
portunities for people of all ages to encounter Jesus Christ and to put their trust in Him, resulting in 
spiritual wholeness and growth, strengthened relationships in their families, churches, peer groups, 
etc. We desire to communicate the Gospel to all who enter the grounds with year-round events.   Jeff 

Parsons is the executive director. Info and registration online at  bayshorecamp.org 

Camping: continued from page 2 

http://www.UMRC.com
http://www.PorterHills.org
http://www.UMRCPH.com
mailto:lfrench@umrc.com
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April Noisy Offerings: 

 Imagine No Malaria 

Your loose change can save a life!  Sup-

port our mission of the month in April.  

We have a share in the global effort to 

reduce and eliminate a disease that af-

flicts millions of vulnerable people.   

  Holy Week Guided Prayer Walk 

     Christian author Steve Harper says, 
“Spiritual Formation cannot be 
programmed, but it  can be directed.”  What 
spiritual practices are you utilizing to direct 
your spiritual growth right now? 

     During this season of Lent, I hope that 
you have taken intentional time to ponder 
your life in relation to God through Christ 
and perhaps re-engaged in one of the 
many spiritual practices available for our 
growth and connection with God.  

     We want to offer you an additional opportunity during Holy Week through what we are calling a 
Guided Prayer Walk.  

     Starting on Palm Sunday morning, March 28 at 8:00am through Easter Sunday, you are 
invited to pray and meditate at 4 different stations located in the church yard - outdoors.  The 
stations on this walk will be clearly marked #1 to #4, with a couple of chairs at each station.   

A printed prayer guide will be available in a designated container at the Atlantic Street/ Office 
outdoor entrance.  This will give you some direction, using scripture verses that will be arranged or 
paraphrased to help you meditate on God’s Word and enjoy God’s Presence. 

     You are welcome to come as many times as you like, at whatever time you like, with or without 
the prayer guide. 

     It is no secret that our lives have their stresses and our times of prayer can be taken over by our 
thoughts and feelings about them.  Sometimes we may find we have been spending time with our 
worries rather than with God . . . not truly able to enjoy the refreshment of God’s presence.   

Guided prayer can help us with this tendency.  And it is with this in mind that you are invited to a 
Guided Prayer Walk.   

     Please call the church office or visit our website for details.   

          God’s grace and peace be yours.  

                                             - Spiritual Formation Director, Marianne McMunn 
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Spring Workday at 

Church   

Saturday, May 8 

Please save the date and join 

us that Saturday morning to 

spruce up around the church.  

Yes, we need your help!   

 

Across the United Methodist 

Church, gifts to Native American 

Ministries Sunday fund scholar-

ships for Native American semi-

narians and strengthen Native American congrega-

tions, ministries, and communities.  You may write a 

check to “MUMC” or use our various giving methods 

and mark your gift “Native American Ministries.” 

Native American Ministries 

Sunday, April 18 

Missionaries 

Our congregation has worldwide reach through Global Ministries and The United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief (UMCOR).  We support 250 Global Ministries missionaries actively sharing the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ in over 60 countries.  UMCOR has ongoing efforts to alleviate human suffering 

and poverty in 115 countries.  We have partnerships with 300 Methodists-affiliated hospitals, clinics, 

and other healthcare organizations worldwide, for whom we provide direct funding, material sup-

plies, and training.  Thank you for giving through The United Methodist Church. 

NEWS from the FACILITIES TASKFORCE 

 

We’re excited to report that the Taskforce has been meeting and making plans to develop 2 of the 
smaller projects that were included in the overall Facilities Upgrade Plan in 2018. They are: Reloca-
tion of the janitor closet located in The Commons (Fellowship Hall) area to the west half of the exist-
ing coat closet area and the construction of the new Coffee Bar in The Commons in the area of the 
old janitor closet. We have received estimates for the relocation of the janitor closet ($1,649) and 
are working on the final cost estimate for the Coffee Bar (approximately $3000). Because we will 
need permits and approval from the Village of Milford, the architectural cost for both of these pro-
jects is $2,800. When we have developed the final construction costs for the Coffee Bar, we will up-
date you with the total estimated cost for both projects. Since we are planning on doing the work “in-
house” as much as possible, we have been able to keep the overall costs lower than if we had to 
use an outside contractor. Please contact Al Worrell if you have questions about the proposed reno-
vations and if you are willing to help in any way. 

 

We will be asking for monetary contributions dedicated to these 2 proposals and have already re-
ceived donations for the anticipated work. If you would like to contribute funds toward the projects, 
please indicate “Janitor Closet/Coffee Bar” on the memo of your check. As indicated in the above 
paragraph, we will be getting back to you with all the exact estimates very soon.  

 

The Taskforce will be discussing this work at their next regular meeting on April 1, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
Contact Nancy Weeks to get the Zoom link for the meeting if you would like to attend.  
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Robin Fletcher’s Retirement Party 

Sunday, June 6th at Noon 

                   Church Playground 

We cordially invite you to celebrate Robin Fletcher’s Retirement from 
Friends Preschool & Kindergarten on Sunday, June 6 at noon on the church 
playground where we will have refreshments and a dedication of our new 
playground equipment donated in Robin’s honor. 

MUMC FINANCE UPDATE 

 

The January and February 2021 financial reports were reviewed by the Finance Committee on 
March 4th. Total income received declined for the first two months of 2021 – a difference of $3,901 
from 2020 during the same time period. This is not unusual for this time of year but it does indicate 
a downward trend that the committee is watching closely. Included in this decline is the drop in auto-
matic deposits on the 1st & 15th of the month by over $600 per month. Our expenses remain con-
stant and are more than last year because we are no longer receiving any waivers or credits like we 
did for 6 months during 2020. The 2021 budget is very similar to 2020 and there is very little room 
for increases or unusual expenses. Expense percentages against the budget are reviewed at every 
Finance meeting. Weekly deposits have been increasing since the church reopened and we have 
gone back to in-person services. Thank you all for your continual support and prayers. 

 

As a reminder, there are several methods you can use to make your contributions to the church. 
They are: 

1. Automatic withdrawals on the 1st & 15th of the month. Contact Marilyn   

    Motschenbacher for more information on this method. 

 2. Use of the “GIVE” button on our website: milfordumc.net 

 3. With the new GIVE+PLUS app available from where you download your apps  

     for your cell phone. 

 4. U.S. Mail – checks or cash can be mailed directly to the church: 1200 Atlantic,  

               Milford, MI 48381. Mail is picked up daily. 

 5. Place contributions in the white “Treasure Chest” located in the Commons 

               area of the church on Sunday or any other day. It is also checked daily. 

 

Community Sharing Spring Garage Sale 

Community Sharing is looking for donations for the upcoming 

Spring Garage Sale, set for April 29 – May 1.  Drop off is Monday 

through Wednesday, 10am – 1pm, at the Duck Lake Center, 5061 

N. Duck Lake Rd., Highland, MI.  Questions?  Call 248-889-0347. 
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4/2 Sarah Bonhard 

4/2 Ken Lawrence 

4/3 Charlotte Lubeski 

4/7 Julie Cohen 

4/8 Alexis Staab 

4/8 Nolan Stevens 

4/10 Hugh Larson 

4/10 Madison Nastally 

4/10 Audrey Shoberg 

4/11 Luke Olari 

4/12 Mary Bonhard 

4/12 John Darrah 

4/12 Ralph Kellner 

4/12 Larry Shaver 

4/15 Bert Weening 

4/16 Andrea Bruletti 

4/16 Christopher Smith 

4/16 Ashley Verhey 

4/16 Jarrett Worrell 

4/16 Tenley Worrell 

4/17 Fred Marquardt 

4/20 Janet Page 

4/22 Teresa Gierhart 

4/22 Ann Koss 

4/23 Jordan Kidd 

4/23 Julie Lorenz 

4/24 Nora Mahoney 

4/25 Rachel Kaplan 

4/26 Joe Scott 

4/27 Mary Ann O’Brien 

4/30 Tom O’Brien  

 

Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays from 

10am to 4pm. All 

are invited to come 

and help. There is 

a job for everyone! 

No experience 

necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, 

sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the family 

of Audine Morris who lost her battle with cancer. 

A memorial service for Audine will be held at the 

church on Monday, April 12, at 11am. 

Congratulations on 

the New Arrival 

Jonathan and Tiffany 

Thomann welcomed 

Caleb George 

Thomann on March 8, 

2021.  Congratulations to proud grandmother 

Sandy Driggers! 

4/15/89 Matt & Kecia McKane 

4/28/62 Ralph & Dorothy Kellner 

4/30/94 Del & Karin Dee 
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April, 2021 Sermon Themes and Worship 
Features 

 
April 1 Holy Thursday Worship at 7:00 p.m. with 

the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper. 
 
April 2 Good Friday 

1:00 p.m. Worship at Milford United Methodist 
Church 

Service of Hymns and Meditations on the Passion 
 
April 4 Easter Sunday: Holy Communion 

Easter Cantata: “Come, Touch the Robe” 
at both services. 

“Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope” 
John 14:1-4 

10:30am Easter Egg Hunt 
     
April 11- May 2 Sermon Series:  

                 “Enjoy God’s Love” 
 

April 11  
John 3:16; Revelation 3:20; John 20:19-29 
“How Do You Welcome God in Your Life?” 

 
April 18 Native American Ministries Sunday 

Psalm 4; I John 3:1-3; Luke 24:36-49 
“How Do You Find a More Delightful, Vibrant 
Spiritual Life?” 

 
April 25 Festival of God’s Creation 

Psalm 84:1-12; I John 3:16-24; Luke 10:25-28 
“Loving God in Return” 
 

May 2 Holy Communion 
Psalm 22:22-31; I John 4:7-12; John 15:1-8 

“Deepening Your Connection with God” 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

   Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance 

Committee Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-

6417 or from Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 

mobile.                                  

~Deadline for the May Newsletter is April 15~ 

Please Save Brown Packing Paper for 

God’s Garden 

Last year we found that brown packing paper 

worked great for weed control in the church 

vegetable garden.  Please flatten the paper 

and place it in the labelled box outside the 

main church entrance, by the bench.  


