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March 2021 Newsletter 
Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  

Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Now OPEN for In-Person Sunday Worship or 
Livestream Worship: 9:30am & 11am, then anytime 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, March 7 

Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, March 14  
UMCOR Sunday 

Scouting Ministries Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time begins 

 

Sunday, March 21 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

Sunday, March 28 

Palm Sunday 

 

Thursday, April 1 

Maundy Thursday 

Holy Communion 

7pm 

 

Friday, April 2 

Good Friday Worship 

1pm at MUMC 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

Holy Communion 

9:30am Traditional Worship 

10:30am Easter Egg Hunt 

11am Contemporary Worship 

 
I’ve discovered KwaZula Natal, the south-
eastern province of South Africa.  It includes 
populous cities and large rural areas with few 
shops.  Neighbors help each other and share 
resources.  Four cyclones hit the region since 
2019, so they’ve lived through many uncertain 

days and conquered many fears.  * Early one morning, Mrs. Khuma-
lo woke her young son.  She handed him a tin cup and sent him to 
his uncle’s home for a cup of sugar.  The trip was over a mile each 
way,  through a valley and over a hill.  After the boy set out, he 
stopped and looked back to see his mother, who stood in the door-
way of their hut.  He needed the reassurance of her presence.  She 
smiled and called out to him, “I can see you from here!  Keep going; 
you’re doing just fine!”  She gave him courage to complete the jour-
ney.  He was not alone.   
 
In Isaiah 40, the people of Jerusalem are afraid that God has forgot-
ten them.  They feel alone in a valley of despair.  As they turn to 
God, they hear reassuring words through the prophet, Isaiah, “Do 
you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow 
weary.”   
 
How are you like the young boy in Kwazula Natal?  Are you some-
times afraid?  As your life changes again and again, do you find 
yourself in less familiar territory, away from the comforts of years 
now gone?  Perhaps like the Israelites you need gentle reminders 
that God watches over you.  As Mrs. Khumalo watched over her 
young son, God watches over you.  Let’s turn to scripture and pray-
er in Lent and listen for God’s reassuring voice as we travel through 
valleys and climb up steep hills.   
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug 
* adapted from Disciplines: a book of daily devotions from             
The Upper Room, 2012  

Doug’s Discoveries—   
 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

  

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY, Weekly at 10am 

Join us any Wednesday morning, at church or on-line.  Enjoy the fellowship, share prayer concerns, and 

share in discussion, or just listen if you like!  We are using a new, hot off the presses study for Lent by Adam 

Hamilton, called “Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments.” 

 

What if the Ten Commandments were not just a set of ancient rules, but a guide to experiencing the good 

life today?  Nearly everyone has heard of the Ten Commandments, the list of “thou-shalt-nots” found in the 

Bible. Jesus saw these commandments not as onerous burdens, but as guideposts to help us experience a 

good and beautiful life. These ten ancient “words” were given to us by a loving God who longed to set safe 

boundaries, create order out of chaos, help communities live peacefully, and protect us—often from our-

selves. 

In this book of Scripture and inspiration, bestselling author Adam Hamilton brings modern eyes to the most 

important set of ethics in history. He considers the commandments in their historical context, the meaning of 

each commandment in Hebrew, how Jesus reinterpreted them, and how every thou-shalt-not points to a life-

giving “thou shalt.” He explores how the latest research in science and psychology illuminates these com-

mandments as a way to beautifully order our lives today.  In a cullture marked by workaholism, materialism, 

and social media-driven envy, God has given us a time-tested path that leads to gratitude, confidence, and 

peace. 

A landmark work from one of our most trusted biblical thinkers, Words of Life is an inspiring, thought-

provoking read for anyone seeking to live a meaningful and joyful life.  We will do this study as a “hybrid,” in-

person at the church and as a ZOOM meeting at home. You can participate either way, or mix it up!  Please 

let Rev. Sherry know if you need a book. ($15 donation is appreciated.) 

                               “Get Their Name: Grow your church by building new relationships  

                                 (Part III in a series with selections from a book by Bob Farr & friends) 

 

                             In Kansas City, United Methodist Pastor Scott Chrostek started “First Serve Sat- 

                             urdays,” which built the reputation of the church as one that serves and cares  

                             about their neighborhood.  It also gave people a place to connect in the first  

steps of their faith journey, even before attending worship.  The effort inspired 400 churches of the 

Missouri Conference to launch a “Serve Day,” in which 10,000 people participated!  Of these, 2,500 

people were not connected to the churches.   

 

“This practice of relational evangelism does not require people to articulate their faith.  It simply re-

quires them to demonstrate it by their service… Helping others is something that children, youth, 

and younger adults want to engage in.  Relational evangelism through service is a great way for 

these age groups to begin sharing the Good News of God’s love in Jesus Christ.  In fact, the first 

connection with the congregation for young people is often through service opportunities.  Members 

of the generation under 30 years of age desire to roll up their sleeves and serve others.” 

 

What service projects could we do with our current resources to express God’s love to persons in 

our community?   How can we modify current projects so they function as relational evangelism?  

                                                                                                                  - Rev. Sherry Foster 
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Are You Trying a Spiritual Practice During Lent?  Start Today! 
As we enter into the season of Lent, Christians often ponder their spiritual lives and sometimes make 
an intention to engage in a new or different spiritual practice.  John Wesley, the founder of our 
Methodist tradition was a man who lived by intention and is an inspiration to my spiritual 
journey.  Doug and I co-officiated a class for our District Lay Servant Ministry quite a few years ago 
using the book entitled “Devotional Life in the Wesleyan Tradition” by Steve Harper.   
     Harper says, “Spiritual formation cannot be programmed, but it can be directed.”  
There is no guarantee that if we do certain spiritual things we will change and grow, but if we don ’t 
use spiritual practices or as Wesley called them the Means of Grace, it’s a pretty sure thing we won’t 
do much changing and growing in our faith walk. 
     How about you?  What spiritual practices are you utilizing to direct your spiritual growth right 
now?  Could you add something different that may direct you in a new way - like journaling your 
prayers, joining a small group for Lent, reading scripture daily and relating it to your life?  What 
practice has inspired you in the past that you may have stopped and you could re-engage in during 
this special season of the church?   
     Right now, I am participating in the Enneagram Journey through the Lay Servant Ministry as a 
way to understand myself and my relationship with God through Christ.  It’s intense!  It is a way to 
direct my spiritual formation - a different way for me to invite the Holy Spirit’s work in my life.  I made 
an intention to fully engage in the work of the course.  There is no guarantee that I will change and 
grow, but what I know for sure is, if I hadn’t signed up for the course, the opportunity for spiritual 
formation would not be there.  I guess one could say that I am taking a leap of faith.   
     Won’t you?  Won’t you take a leap of faith as you enter into the season of Lent?  Won’t you make 
an intentional step to grow in Christ?  For ideas or “direction,” please contact the church office. 
     - Spiritual Formation Director, Marianne McMunn 

 

Registration Time at Friends! 

Friends Preschool & Kindergarten’s open registration 
time began on February 22, 2021. We are excited to 
offer many programs to area families. Our programs 

include the Busy Bee classroom for three-year-olds turning four, Buddy Bear class-
rooms for four-year-olds turning five (a kindergarten readiness program) and the 
Friendly Frog Kindergarten classroom. Our classrooms are full of exploration and fun 
where the children prepare for future success in both their educational and spiritual 
lives. 

If you, or anyone you know, is looking for a wonderful preschool program, please contact us at               
friendspreandk@gmail.com or visit our website at friendspreschool.org. We would love to set up a time to 
meet with you to discuss our program and show you around our classrooms.  - Tammy Rittmueller, director 
 

Robin Fletcher’s Retirement Party 

Sunday, May 23rd at Noon 

Church Playground 

We cordially invite you to celebrate Robin Fletcher’s Retirement from 
Friends Preschool & Kindergarten on Sunday, May 23rd at noon on the 
church playground where we will have refreshments and a dedication of our 
new playground equipment donated in Robin’s honor. 

 

mailto:friendspreandk@gmail.com
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Use our Church App, 

GivePlus to give on your 

mobile device. Search your 

App Store and download the 

free Give+Plus app.  

Visit our website 

www.MilfordUMC.net  “give” 

to make a one-time or recur-

ring gift using your bank ac-

count or credit card. 

MUMC 

 

1200 Atlantic St. 

Milford, MI 48381 

248-684-2798 

Visit MilfordUMC.net  
for more information. 

Electronic Fund  

Transfer 
Fill out an authorization form 

to allow our processor to 

withdraw funds.  

Mail  
Mail to the church address 

at 1200 Atlantic St.           

Milford, MI 48381 

Mobile Giving 

Online Giving 

http://churchname.com/
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Stephen Ministers Are There to Care. . . 

Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers for people who are going through a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or relationally.  Are you lonely, experiencing 

a crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer alone. Our 

Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and 

for you, and provide confidential one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that 

you are facing. To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Joan Wilson 248-431-0041. 

Meals on Wheels 

While senior centers have been closed, the need for Meals on Wheels has increased.  We provide a 

nutritious, low-cost meal to seniors in need.  We operate from a rented kitchen facility in Hartland, 

but we hope to secure a permanent home.  Each day we prepare 800 meals, delivered by 40 

volunteer drivers.  We also need office space, parking, freezers, storage, and water.  We pray this 

dream becomes a reality. 

UMCOR Sunday: March 14  

Each year on the fourth Sunday of Lent (March 14 in 2021), we invite special offerings in support of 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief.   UMCOR brings emergency relief domestically and 

globally, and assists refugees on the very edge of survival.   It is a life-saving and humanitarian 

ministry, highly regarded in the global relief community as a valued partner in scores of recovery 

zones.  UMCOR is able to respond quickly and stay for long-time recovery work.  I invite you to 

sacrifice something in your own life in order to give a generous gift for UMCOR on March 14.  

Together we make a difference when people desperately need our help.  Make your check payable 

to “MUMC” and mark “UMCOR” on the memo line.  You can also give on-line to MUMC and notify 

our office if it is meant for UMCOR Sunday.  – Pastor Doug 

Kroger Community 

Rewards  

The money MUMC 

receives from Kroger 

Community Rewards has 

dramatically decreased.  

Please visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com and 

designate MUMC as your community rewards 

recipient. Our Rewards number is VQ308. 

Designating MUMC as your community rewards 

recipient does not affect any Kroger rewards you 

receive. Follow the instructions under “Link your card 

to an organization.”  It will tell you if you are enrolled 

in Community Rewards or let you enroll or choose 

MUMC as your Community Rewards recipient.   

Thank you! 

 

 

 

    

      Congratulations to December Graduate  

                           Lexi Staab 

Lexi Staab, granddaughter of John Robinson,   

graduated from Milford High School in December.  

With on-line learning, she was able to accelerate 

her  academic work and graduate early.  She 

hopes to work in childcare and attend college this 

fall at Oakland Community College.  Congratula-

tions Lexi, for all your hard work and achieve-

ments in high school!   

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Current Small Groups 

Small Group life looks different now. We are meeting mainly through Zoom. These are the small 
groups that are currently meeting. 

Young Families Fellowship: This new group meets monthly and is off to a great start.  We invite 
other young families to join in!  Contact Danielle Sherman for next meeting details at 
danielle.k.roland@gmail.com. 

Thursday Night Sisterhood: Meet the third Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm. Contact Dianne 
Prestridge at 214-762-3416. 

“We Make the Road by Walking” Study Group: Meet the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 
7:00 pm. Contact Marianne McMunn at 248-875-3783. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study, 10am, Feb. 24— Mar. 31.  Words of Life: Jesus’ 
Promise in the Ten Commandments, by Adam Hamilton. Join us in person or on line.  
 - Rev. Sherry, 248-318-5613 

 
Wednesday Evening Small Group, 6:30 p.m.—7:45 p.m.  
“Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times.”  
Five Wednesdays, Feb. 24—March 24.  
- Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 
 
 
 

Lay Servant Ministries Classes in March 2021 via Zoom 
Contact Marianne McMunn or John Olari to learn about training available through our Heritage 
District. A course is typically completed on two Saturdays, 9am to 3pm.  The courses require 
homework, and materials are excellent.  This is one of the best kept secrets in our beloved United 
Methodist Church. No prior expertise or knowledge is required.  Check out the course offerings on 
the Heritage District web site. 
 
If you are leading a small group and would like to be added to this list, please contact Marianne at 
mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net.  Are you interested in leading a small group? Contact Marianne. 
She is ready to assist you! 
 
                                                      Noisy Offerings for Missions 
 
The Missions Team invites us to contribute “Noisy” Offerings for a different missional cause each 
month.  Using any of the “Four Ways to Give” (See page 4), you may designate a gift to support 
these missions, or you may put coins in the vase located in The Commons, next to the treasure 
chest.  “Quiet money” is welcome too!  Contact the church office for more information. 
 
Our Noisy Offerings in March are for the Annual Conference Offering.  In the spring, our 2 clergy 
and 2 lay members of the Michigan Annual Conference will meet virtually with 2,000 leaders of The 
United Methodist Church in Michigan.  Our 800 Michigan churches will send offerings for projects 
approved by Bishop Bard and conference leadership.  More details later.    

mailto:danielle.k.roland@gmail.com
mailto:mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net
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To the Stitching for Others 
Quilters 
Dear Thesia and your quilters: 
Thank you so very much for the 21 quilts you 
donated to St. Joe’s NICU.  I wish I could have 
shown you the excitement many of the moms 
had when they chose their quilt to put on the 
isolette and then to take home!  There was a lot 
of laughing and “oooh & awing.”  This was so 
very kind of you all.  It has been so stressful for 
them because of the limiting of visitors.  Many 
cry because their own mothers cannot be with 
them.  You brought so much joy to so many 
people.   
 
God bless you and your quilting ministry, 
 
Pam Heldt, RN 
Brian Bador, RN Manager 
St. Joseph’s NICU  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/3  Ethan Kirwin 

3/4  Madison Gurke 

       John Orr 

3/5  Karen Antrim,  

      Judy Culbertson 

3/7  Craig Mitchell,  

       Doug Radeka 

3/9  Jessica Harris 

3/12 Gary Herwick 

3/13 Grant Marquardt 

3/14 Judy Clemens,  

        Brendan Shove, Dana Shove 

3/15 Cheryl Damman, Eric Smith 

3/19 Brooke Bruletti 

       Jeana Marquardt 

       Sue Tonello 

3/22 Ray Laurent 

3/23 Ron Tribble 

3/24 Alexandra Andersen, William Antrim 

3/28 Justin Thompson 

3/29 Donna Caswell 

3/31 Thesia Wolf 

3/10/84 Doug & Marianne McMunn 

 

Prayer List:  
 
Those recovering from injuries, surgery, or 
illness:  
 
1/31 Pat Loder 
2/4 Jeff Ranck  
2/13 Auraura Uribe suffered a concussion and 
whiplash in a sports activity 
2/14 Chuck Rust, Robin Fletcher’s relative 
2/14 Phyllis Sayre 
2/17 Catherine Radeka, mother of Doug Radeka 
2/22 Bette Knedgen 
2/22 Abby Grate, of Friends Preschool 
 
For Friends with cancer:  
 
Audine Morris, Sue Quiney, and Eric Watkins.   
 
For Comfort to Laurie Tulk on the death of his 
brother, Leslie Tulk, of British Columbia. 

 

Stitching for 

Others meets on 

Wednesdays from 

10am to 4pm. All 

are invited to come 

and help. There is a 

job for everyone! No 

experience 

necessary. Needed: 

knitters, crocheters, 

sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more information 

call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798. 
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Lenten-Easter Worship Series:  
“Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in  
Uncertain Times” 

The series explores the most common worries 
and fears we face today.  We learn ways to   
overcome these fears in the light of scripture and 

a faith that promises we don’t need to live in 
fear. Let's live with courage and hope. 
 

March 7 Lent III: Holy Communion 

“The Sky is Falling”  

Psalm 46:1, 2; Romans 12:18-21;  

Matthew 5:38-48 

 

March 14 Lent IV:  UMCOR Sunday 

Scouting Ministries Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time begins  

“But What If I Fail?” Numbers 21:4, 5; 

Ephesians 2:1-10; Matthew 5:10-12  

 
March 21 Lent V:  

“Too Much Time on My Hands”   

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-24;  

Psalm 139: 1-5, 9, 10; John 15:15-17 

 
March 28 Palm Sunday:  

“A Brighter View of The Golden Years”  

Psalm 118:1-6; Acts 2:17; John 12:12-16 

 

April 4 Easter Sunday: Holy Communion  

   “Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope”  

Isaiah 25:6-8; II Corinthians 4:16-18;  

John 14:1-4 

10:30am Easter Egg Hunt 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

   Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance Committee 

Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from 

Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.                                 

~Deadline for the April Newsletter is March 15~ 

Dear Friends, 

It is difficult to express how grateful I feel for the 

expressions of love and friendship shown to me 

after my recent accident. Your cards, calls, 

emails, text messages, etc., have all lifted my 

spirits and brought me joy. And then there is 

the delicious food that you have sent to feed 

Wayne and me during this time of recovery. 

What a blessing you all are. Thank you! Thank 

you! Thank you! May God bless you all as you 

have blessed me! 

Much love, 

Pat Loder 

 

Thank you MUMC! 

“Praying the Lord blesses your giving heart in 

abundant measure.  Thank you!” 

That’s the sentiment in a February card we re-

ceived from The Sherman family.  They wrote to 

say, “We want to thank everyone so much for all 

the prayers, cards, and dinners.  We are so thank-

ful to be a part of this giving MUMC family!  Dan-

ielle & baby Adeline are doing great!   

Love,  Mark, Danielle, Breanne and baby Adeline 

Sherman. 


