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February 2021 Newsletter 
Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  

Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 
(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Sunday Livestream Worship: 9:30am & 11am then 
anytime 

PLEASE NOTE 
Until further notice in-person 
worship and activities at the 

church are cancelled  
Join us from your home! 

9:30am Traditional, 11am 

Contemporary ONLINE ONLY 

Services can be seen by visiting our 

website: www.MilfordUMC.net or 

our YouTube channel. They can 

also be viewed anytime from those 

locations. 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, February 7 

Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, February 14 

St. Valentine’s Day 

Scouting Ministries 

 

Wednesday, February 17 

Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins 

 

Sunday, February 21 

Lent I  

 

 Sunday, February 28 

Lent II 

 
 

I’ve discovered that our love in action makes it 
easier for neighbors to believe that God is good.  
In December, we were blessed by the Advent wor-
ship series, “I Believe, Even When…”  It gave rise 
to affirmations, like, “I believe there’s always hope, 
even when the sky is falling.”  “I believe God is 
good, even when life is sad.”  Last spring, when a 
line of tornadoes blew through Tennessee, 22 peo-

ple died, and many United Methodist churches lost people and suffered 
damage to church buildings.  UMCOR, our church relief agency, brought 
$100,000 there for unmet needs.   
 
In mid-Michigan, we had flood damage from two broken dams, and again, 
UMCOR brought a grant of $100,000 for recovery from flood disasters.  
UMCOR brought relief in 2020 after 100 emergencies and disasters in The 
United States, plus many response efforts around the world.  Our United 
Methodist generosity makes it much easier for storm-struck neighbors to 
believe in God’s goodness, even when the sky is falling on them.  UMCOR 
now has 6,000 people trained and qualified for the ERT: Emergency Re-
sponse Teams. They stand ready to respond to future emergencies.  We 
have two trained in Milford and two of us are eager to get the training.  
Please let me know if you want to join us.   
 
I realize that ministry is not everyone’s calling, but we can all share in it by 
making disciples of Jesus Christ, helping people connect with God, helping  
them grow in their faith together with us, and helping them share their way 
of serving others.  We all take part through making disciples and through  
giving- putting faith in action.  Together we make faith in God a more via-
ble, practical way of life.  James 2:14-17 instructs us in good faith: 
 
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do 
not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and 
lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 
and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the 
good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug 

Doug’s Discoveries—   
I’ve Discovered that You Need a  
Break Sometimes (and so do I)!     

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

 “Out of the mountain of despair, a stone of Hope.” are words from the “I have a dream 

speech carved onto the front stone along with the image of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The 

other two pieces are behind it, set to appear that the front stone moved out of the mountain 

of them. 

The United Methodist Human Relations Sunday was established to strengthen United 

Methodist outreach to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging so-

cial justice and work with at-risk youth. It is an opportunity to recognize that Jesus is not only inside the walls 

of the church building, but directs us to minister to needs in our communities. 

Among other lessons we learned during the pandemic was that even when United Methodist churches must 

close their doors to physical worship gatherings, we continue to partner with God in ministry. Jesus is at 

work in our communities, building relationships that may seem unlikely and that transform hearts, minds and 

spirits. Together we have been able to connect and find new ways 

that reflect God’s presence with us spiritually. Look at all the new 

and different ways we have created to do church:  

*Parking lot services with sound through the radios  

*On-line and live broadcast services, recorded services 

*Our latest idea of loaning DVD players to those who don’t have 

technology and recorded services on DVD; delivered to people at 

home  

*Doing the business, meetings, virtual church classes and coffee 

hours on ZOOM.  

*Socializing with “snowbirds”, and face time with friends and family in other countries.  

*We have learned that offerings don’t have to be put in a plate, they can be mailed or submitted electronical-

ly.  

*Communion in new ways  

*Parking lot evening vespers with a campfire and s’mores!  

*People stepping up to make home deliveries and phone calls; into technology leadership. 

*People keeping our mission work up and adding new projects. 

* and on and on and on! 

Most of all, we have been the hands and feet of Jesus to others; I know God is smiling at our efforts and our 

love for each other and community! 

And Halleluia! We are getting past the barrier of “We’ve always done it this way” or “We’ve never done it that 

way” We are now generating new ideas to serve and praise God and feed our souls in saying “What new, 

meaningful, and safe way can we still do this?” 

We are called to care for other people as children of God – fearfully, respectfully and wonderfully made in 

God’s own image. How do we invite others to come and see that they are neither alone nor forgotten? In re-

lationships formed through Christian community, no matter where people are on the journey, “Jesus is there” 

and the promise of resurrection is real.  

The pandemic, societal uprising and political turmoil we have been through has transformed the morals and 

behavior of society. People are hurting and fearful. And that is on top of personal crises and trauma that may 

include illness, grief, financial instability and educational concerns. Lost perspective on what is important has 

opened the door to dark forces. Values and attitudes among us have shifted in a way that what once was 

unacceptable is now often considered normal behavior. The role of the church should be a calm presence 

and reminder of God’s love for all of creation and people; and a reminder to love and care for each other. 

Judging others is not our job! It is God’s and he has and will do it. 

May we return to looking for the light and kindness that can return if we focus on doing good, and focus on 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit among us. 
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SERIOUS LOCK DOWN ADVICE:  (author 

unknown, humor submitted by Carolyn Graves) 

 

Everyone PLEASE be careful because people are going 

crazy from being locked down at home! 

 

I was just talking about this with the microwave and the 

toaster while drinking my tea, and we all agreed that things are getting bad. I didn’t mention any of 

this to the washing machine, because she puts a different spin on EVERYTHING!! Certainly, couldn’t 

share with the fridge, cause he’s been acting cold and distant! 

 

In the end, the iron straightened me out! She said the situation isn’t all that pressing and all the 

wrinkles will soon get ironed out! The vacuum, however, was very unsympathetic…told me to just 

suck it up! But the fan was VERY optimistic and gave me hope that it will all blow over soon! 

The toilet looked a bit flushed but didn’t say anything when I asked its opinion, but the front door said 

I was becoming unhinged and the doorknob told me to get a grip!! You can just about guess what 

the curtains told me: they told me to “pull myself together!” 

We will survive!! 
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Thank You Christmas Cantata 

 

Have you watched our Christmas Cantata?  It was scheduled to be sung in our 

livestreamed Christmas Eve service, but due to COVID infections we recorded 

it on January 10 and posted it on January 11.  Thank you to the vocal ensemble, dramatic 

reader, musicians, tech team, and our worship leader, Keith Prestridge!  It was a beautiful 

expression of worship, and if you haven’t seen it, please give yourself a belated Christmas gift.  

Turn off the news, enjoy your favorite hot beverage, and let their gift lead you to moments of praise.   

Coming This Spring to 

Friends Preschool & Kindergarten 
 

A recent Playground Fundraiser in honor of Friends Preschool Co-
Founder and recently retired director, Robin Fletcher, brought in over 

$7000. The generosity from current, and 
past families and staff is going toward the purchase of new equipment for 
our playground. Coming this Spring will be a new climbing structure in the 
shape of a dinosaur and a rocking pony. These new playground additions 

will bring joy to children for many years to come. We are planning to have a 
ribbon cutting ceremony in May to properly honor all that Robin has done, 
not only for Friends Preschool, but for the MUMC community. More 
information regarding the ribbon cutting party will be coming soon. Our 

Get Their Name, Part II 
 

Last month I introduced a book titled, “Get Their Name: Grow Your Church by 

Building New Relationships.”  It is by Bob Farr, Doug Anderson, and Kay Kotan.  

The point is, we can’t wait for people to arrive at our church doors… or at our church 

website.  The pool of people who have never connected with a church is growing 

dramatically.  There are plenty of people for us to reach, especially among the 

millennial generation.  We must re-learn how to make NEW disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  We have to share our faith in relevant ways that are not obnoxious so 

that more people come to this life-transforming and saving faith. In Luke 10:2, Jesus said, “The 

harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few workers.”  Evangelism, or sharing the good 

news, is about sharing our faith with people we know and building authentic relationships with people 

we don’t know. The relationship may lead to a conversation about faith and an invitation to meet our 

faith community, and an invitation to become a disciple.  The first important message is that “God’s 

loves you, and God’s love is always free and available all the time to everyone, including you.” 

 

One proven approach is serving your community with no strings attached, AND, explaining in a non-

threatening way that this outreach is our way of  sharing with you and showing God’s love.  The 

authors say it takes a year or two of focused effort to retrain the average congregation so they  

become competent in this relational evangelism.   

                                                                  Want to learn more?  Give me a call!  - Pastor Doug 
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Use our Church App, 

GivePlus to give on your 

mobile device. Search your 

App Store and download the 

free Give+Plus app.  

Visit our website 

www.MilfordUMC.net  “give” 

to make a one-time or recur-

ring gift using your bank ac-

count or credit card. 

MUMC 

 

1200 Atlantic St. 

Milford, MI 48381 

248-684-2798 

Visit MilfordUMC.net  
for more information. 

Electronic Fund  

Transfer 
Fill out an authorization form 

to allow our processor to 

withdraw funds.  

Mail  
Mail to the church address. 

Mobile Giving 

Online Giving 

http://churchname.com/
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How Has the COVID-19 Pandemic Affected Your Life? 

 

The Milford Historical Society is collecting stories for posterity. 

Document your experience, like how it affected your work, children’s 

school, church life, vacations, retirement and and other stories. 

Stories will be filed in the archive for future generations to see how 

our lives were affected in 2020.  Send your story to our church newsletter editor and Office Manager, 

Pat Loder, and to Milfordhistory@hotmail.com.  

Life Remodeled Outreach in Detroit 
 

Can you get the day off from your day job for a day of community service?  Would you like to join 

hundreds of volunteers improving a Detroit neighborhood?  I participated with a friend last October, 

cleaning up a vacant lot with an abandoned playground.  They provided lawn mowers, trash bags, 

and branch nippers.  I would love to take a group with me for a day of community service in October 

of 2021.  Tentative Date is Wednesday, October 6, 2021.  We worked from about 9am until 2pm, 

then hopped on the freeway to beat most of the rush hour traffic.  Please let me know if you ’d like to 

be informed as the details get set. Check them out at www.Liferemodeled.com.     - Pastor Doug 

MUMC—Kurtz School Partnership 

A big thank you to the congregation! Ann Koss 

and Linda Fraser delivered to Steve Chisik at 

Kurtz  62 hats, 43 pairs of gloves, 4 scarves and 

8 headbands. We also kicked off our teacher 

support program with a fun note and candy that 

Steve will put on each desk before school starts 

in classroom.  

A big thank you to the 23 congregants who 

volunteered to correspond with a Kurtz staff 

member. 

Steve Chisik, principle of Kurtz Elementary, with Ann Koss. 

Save Your Spot - Register 
for a COVID -19 

Vaccination 
 
If you live or work in Oakland 
County, take the following link to register for 
an Oakland County appointment to get a 
COVID-19 vaccination.  
 
Oakland County Vaccine Hub – Information 
and resources on the COVID-19 Vaccine 

If a person lives or works in Oakland County 
and does not have access to the internet 
call: 800-848-5533 to reach the Oakland 
County Health Department. 

**Michigan residents in the prioritization 
category and without access to the internet 
or needing further assistance finding 
information on vaccination or scheduling an 
appointment, if available, contact the COVID
-19 Hotline (888-535-6136) to speak to a      
2-1-1 specialist. 

mailto:Milfordhistory@hotmail.com
http://www.Liferemodeled.com
https://oaklandcountyvaccine.com/
https://oaklandcountyvaccine.com/
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Small Groups During Covid 

Small Group life looks different now. We are meeting mainly through Zoom. These are the small 
groups that are currently meeting via Zoom: 

Young Families Fellowship: Four families attended the second meeting of this new group on 
January 13. The group is off to a great start and invites other young families to join in! They plan to 
meet again on February 10 at 8pm. Contact Danielle Sherman for next meeting details at 
danielle.k.roland@gmail.com. 

Thursday Night Sisterhood: Meet the third Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm. Contact Dianne 
Prestridge at 214-762-3416. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Will begin Ash Wednesday, February 17, meeting every 
Wednesday at 10:00 am. See below for the upcoming study. 

“We Make the Road by Walking” Study Group: Meet the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 
7:00 pm. Contact Marianne McMunn at 248-875-3783. 

We are updating the present list of active small groups to make it available to our congregation and 
friends. If you are leading a small group presently and would like to be added to this list, please 
respond to this email with the name of your group and the dates and times you meet. Or contact 
Marianne at mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net. 

Are you interested in leading a small group? Contact Marianne. She is ready to assist you to make 
that happen. 

Wednesday Bible Study, Lenten Study on Wednesdays at 10am Starting Ash 
Wednesday, February 17, through Wednesday of Holy Week, March 31.  Words of Life: 
Jesus’ Promise in the Ten Commandments, by Adam Hamilton. Join us on-line.  Contact 
Rev. Sherry for a book, by donation.   

 
“Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times.  Theme book 
by Rev. Adam Hamilton.  Order a copy from our church office by February 3.  Donation: 
$18.  Discussion Group, with series videos. Leader: Pastor Doug.  Contact me to register 
and negotiate a weekly” meeting time, by Zoom.  I want to avoid meeting during typical 
work hours so that students or working people  
can participate.  - Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 

 
Lay Servant Ministries Classes in March, 2021, by Zoom 
Contact Marianne McMunn or John Olari to learn about training available through our Heritage 
District. A course is typically completed on two Saturdays, 9am to 3pm.  The courses require 
homework, and materials are excellent.  This is one of the best kept secrets in our beloved United 
Methodist Church. No prior expertise or knowledge is required.  Check out the course offerings on 
the Heritage District web site. 

mailto:danielle.k.roland@gmail.com
mailto:mariannemcmunn@sbcglobal.net
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the 
church office.   

 

2/6 Alex Kim 

2/7 Audine Morris 

2/11 Linda Fraser 

2/14 Alexandra Craig 

2/14 Margaret Leibler 

2/14 Carl Sturgeon 

2/15 Garrett Dee 

2/15 Ron Davis 

2/16 Ron Opfer 

2/17 Jan Olari 

2/22 Matt McKane 

2/24 Diana Brudi 

2/24 Brian Stevens 

2/25 Wayne Loder 

2/27 Joseph Antrim 

2/1/64 Phil & Barb Harris 

 

Prayer List: 

 
Comfort for Sharon Peterson-Moshenko on the 
death of her husband, Don Moshenko.   
Comfort for Jan and Bob Page on the death of 
Bob’s daughter, Kim Seagraves. 
Comfort for Ernie Farkas on the death of his 
spouse, Kathy Farkas. 
Comfort for Brian and Kevin Tallant on the 
death of their mother, Janet Tallant. 

Comfort and care to John Orr on the death of 

his sister-in-law, Pat Orr, wife of his brother, 

Gary 

 

For friends receiving cancer treatment: Sue 

Quiney, Audine Morris, and Eric Watkins  

 

Grief Support Groups: New Hope Center for 

Grief, Northville, MI  Eight week series, offered 

each spring and fall. 
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February 2021 Sermon Themes and Worship 
Features 

 
February 7 & 14: Conclusion of “The Love 
Series” 
 

February 7 Holy Communion 
Psalm 147:1-11 (God’s steadfast love) 
I Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 
“A Feast of Love” 

 
February 14 Transfiguration Sunday 
St. Valentine’s Day/Scouting Ministries Sunday 
I Corinthians 13:1-13; Mark 9:2-8 
“The Greatest of These is Love” 

 
Lenten-Easter Worship Series, February 17 – 
April 4:  
“Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in  

Uncertain Times.   
 
February 17 Ash Wednesday 
Drive through imposition of ashes, come and go, 
under the portico at church, 5pm – 7pm.   

Also available on request during the early 
morning 
commute.  Contact Pastor Doug to register for 
imposition of ashes in the morning.  

 
February 21 Lent I 
Unafraid I 
 

February 28 Lent II 
Unafraid II 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

   Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance Committee 

Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from 

Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.                                  

~Deadline for the March Newsletter is 

February 15~ 

Did You Receive the Federal Stimulus 

Money? 

 

If you did not receive the federal stimulus money 

you believe was authorized for you in 2020, 

please see the January 13, 2021 article in the 

AARP Magazine or contact your tax advisor.   

You may be able to claim missing stimulus money 

on your 2020 tax returns. 

Ash  Wednesday,  

February 17 


