January 2021 Newsletter
Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith
Together, Serve Others
1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381
(248) 684-2798
Office Email: churchoffice@milfordumc.net
Website: MilfordUMC.net
Sunday Livestream Worship: 9:30am, then anytime

Doug’s Discoveries—

I’ve Discovered that You Need a
Break Sometimes (and so do I)!
Hey, please take a break! I’ve discovered
(again) the ancient wisdom of Sabbath. It’s
one of the Ten Commandments and appears
many times in the Bible. We need frequent
reminders. “So then, there remains a Sabbath
rest for the people of God, for whoever has
entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from
his. Let us therefore strive to enter that rest.”
- Hebrews 4:9-11. Sabbath practices help us stay in touch with God
and stay healthy.

“The great Supreme Court Justice Louis Grandeis was once criticized for taking a vacation before an important trial. When asked for
an explanation, Brandeis is reported to have said, ‘I need rest. I find
that I can do a year’s work in eleven months- but I can’t do it in
twelve.’” -Quote from Joshua DuBois. We need to drink deeply from
the fountain of ease and solitude AND make the most of our time.
I hope you are reading the church newsletter in a moment of rest.
Take a moment to breathe a prayer… and receive God’s healing
presence. Sometimes when people are in a panic we gently remind
them to breathe. Focus on your breath. Be in touch with the essence of your life right now. Rest in God. Turn all your cares over
to God. Receive God’s gift of peace.
If you can watch our on-line worship services, I hope you let them
lead to moments of stillness, listen for the Spirit, and rest deeply in
God. Of course God has work for us to do, but in order to do it well,
and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we must also rest from our labors… take breaks… breathe deeply… abide in God.
I love you all, Pastor Doug

PLEASE NOTE

Starting January 3 we will be
returning to our regular worship
schedule - 9:30am Traditional,
11am Contemporary ONLINE ONLY
Services can be seen by visiting our
website: www.MilfordUMC.net or
our YouTube channel. They can
also be viewed anytime from those
locations.

Upcoming Events
Sunday, January 3
Epiphany Sunday
Holy Communion
Sermon: How to Start the New
Year: Lessons from Wise Men
Dedication of Church Officers

Sunday, January 10
Baptism of the Lord
Renewal of Baptismal Covenant
Sermon: “Aim to Please God”
Sunday, January 17
Human Relations Day
Sermon: Showing Love and
Sharing Christ in Your Chain of
Relationships
Sunday, January 31
Sermon: “Believing You Are
Beloved”
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry

Turn Your Long Days into a Gift that You Give Back to God
- Guest Columnist: Pastor Doug McMunn
Since my front page column was on our universal need for Sabbath rest, I’m giving
Rev. Sherry respite from her column this month. She’ll be back next month!
Long ago, a missionary in Africa was teaching his adult students about Christmas. After
many days, one of the students presented the missionary with a seashell of exceptional
beauty. The missionary knew that such shells could only be found miles up the coast from
their village, so he gratefully responded, “What a beautiful shell. Thank you for travelling so
far to get me such a lovely gift.” The African man replied, “The long walk is part of the gift.”
My spouse, Marianne, grew up walking annually in The Crop Walk, a fundraiser for hunger
relief, disaster recovery, and global development projects through Church World Service.
Sometimes the walk was 20 miles! She still remembers the blisters on her feet and sore
muscles for days. The experience helped her identify with the struggle of life for people
who walk long distances to get drinking water or survive on marginal nutrition. The purpose
of the event was fundraising, but again, the long walk was part of the gift.
We have endured many hardships and long days in 2020, and we begin 2021 with a long
road ahead. So, how could you give your life to Christ in 2021? How can you make the
“long walk” ahead of you into a gift that you give to God?
With you on the long journey,
Pastor Doug
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We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your
faith is growing abundantly, and the love of everyone of you for one another is increasing. 4Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.”
-II Thessalonians 1:3, 4
15

But as for that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it
fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance. -Luke 8:15
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HUGGS & LOVE to MUMC
Carolyn Graves wrote to share these words of encouragement about some of the people she knows
and loves in our congregation. I share it here to remind us all of the blessings we find in
congregational life. This is a part of why we miss in-person worship AND the fellowship of one
another. Carolyn sent these affirmations:
Pastor Doug: Educating me as a Stephen Minister, changing my life from listening with one ear to
listening with two in love, caring, with my heart and my brain and my feet to act.
Marianne McMunn: The SWEETEST THING on 2 feet— BEST decision you ever made Doug.
Rev. Sherry: Peeling me off the ceiling when I was headed in the Wrong Direction.
Nancy Weeks: Who loved me enough to teach me Bell Ringing (I tried).
The late Cathy Dykstra: Strong hugs after I lost my Jim. “Call me anytime,” and she meant it.
Olari Family: Jan, Bob, John, Regina, “Sure happy to help” Anytime/Anywhere/Anything/Always
Bette Knedgen: Best Listener Ever. She literally wraps her ears around you in a hug!
Ann Godwin: A Friend for Life. Strong enough to say, “Now Carolyn…”
Carol Shaver: She sneaks up on you for the Best Hugg EVER.
Tom & Carla Gorton: “What do you need, Carolyn?”
These are my people, and SO Many More. Looking forward to “Open Doors.”

THANK YOU --- MUMC --- “THE VERY BEST”
Introduction to “Get Their Name: Grow Your Church by Building New Relationships.”
This book, by Bob Farr, Doug Anderson, and Kay Kotan, was the final recommendation of our Vital
Church Initiative. It’s practical and timely for MUMC. Here are 3 observations from the preface:
ONE: Inwardly focused churches tend to define and practice evangelism as “reconnecting disconnected church folks.”
TWO: Outwardly focused churches define and practice evangelism as connecting the unconnected folks to Jesus and then to the church.
THREE: The pool of churched people to connect with is dramatically shrinking, while the pool of
the unchurched, never-connected population is growing exponentially. This is especially true
among the millennial generation. Stay tuned for more insights and action steps from this book.
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Friends Preschool Director Retires; New Director Hired
with Team Leadership Plan
Hi, my name is Tammy Rittmueller, and I am the incoming director of
Friends Preschool & Kindergarten. I currently teach
Friends Preschool’s kindergarten classroom. Prior to this
year, I was the Lead Teacher of Friends 4-year-old program which I taught for 2 ½
years. Before coming to Friends, I spent 3 ½ years teaching at Holly Academy. I have
my degree in Elementary Education with additional accreditation in Reading
Education. I went into education after spending years volunteering in my own
children’s classrooms and finding that I enjoy helping children get excited about
learning.

I live in Hartland, Michigan with my husband, JR, of 36 years. I have two children, my daughter,
Hannah who is 22 years old and my son, Matt, who is 20. When I am not teaching, I enjoy
gardening, reading, and hiking with my husband and dog, Lavender. I also enjoy crocheting baby
hats and booties which I donate to Grandma’s Comfort which supplies items to women and families
in crisis.
I am looking forward to guiding Friends Preschool & Kindergarten into the future, while holding true
to the founders’ intent of giving children the opportunity to experience God’s love, as they play,
learn, and grow.
Note from Pastor Doug:
We are grateful to Tammy Rittmueller for stepping into the role of Director, and we pray it will be a
blessing to her as she is a blessing to the families of Friends Preschool. We also celebrate and
appreciate the efforts of Tracy Bruletti, for teaching and now serving as Assistant Director, and the
support of Katy Weeks, who serves as Office Manager. They all go above and beyond the call of
duty to sustain this high impact ministry with children. We are very blessed to have this dynamitic
three person team leading our wonderful Friends Preschool, and we are grateful to all the teachers
and the whole FP team. The school received some large donations to update the playground.
Thank you, donors! Check it out, everybody! Thanks again to Robin Fletcher, Director, who helped
to coordinate the playground upgrade, just before her December 31 retirement. Nice work!

Did You Know?
Did you know that we are in the Heritage District of The United Methodist Church, with about 100
churches? We support Christian missions together through our regular giving at MUMC. This
includes support of the Belleville Food closet and Jackson Food Pantry, which is serving 140 needy
families twice a month in a drive-through grocery program. It is led by the “Wellness Team” at
Jackson: First UMC, focused on wellness of body, mind, and spirit. The congregation packs nonperishable food bags on Sunday mornings. They also provide “Back to School” bags, which served
856 children last year.
Their theme verse is Isaiah 58:10, which says, “If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the
needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.”
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Heartfelt Thank You
For the Nativity Thank you to all who came out and helped set up the
outside Nativity, despite the challenges we are all
facing this year. We were so heartened to see the
great turnout of good friends. We always worry about
having enough people ahead of time and then God
always provides.

For Community Sharing It was a fun night greeting people who came to see the
Nativity on the Milford Twinkle Tour.
Thanks to our congregation and other residents of Milford
who donated food so generously to Community Sharing
that night.
I felt like we were truly with God when he multiplied the
fish and loaves of bread. The bags and boxes just kept
coming. As you can see from the picture, we had quite a load to take to Community Sharing to help
families in need during this holiday season.

For Cass Presents When we talked about collecting presents for Cass this year, we
had a lot of concerns if it would even work.
Many people in our congregation were watching church online to
be safer, so there weren't many physically in the church. Many
people are struggling financially this year too, so we felt bad even
asking. Then the church closed down and nobody was there.
We had a lot going against us, but our amazing, generous
congregation once again gave all. Today we are taking a truck load
of presents down to Cass. Feeling so thankful and blessed at the
generosity of our wonderful congregation. A big thank you to all
who contributed to making Christmas special for the residents
there. God is good, all the time.
Tom & Carla Gorton
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Human Relations Day January 17
Your gifts support the Community Developers Program of the United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries and at-risk teens through the Youth Offender Rehabilitation program of our General Board
of Church and Society. Make checks payable to “MUMC” and write “Humans Relations Day” on the
memo. This is one of six annual Special Sunday Offerings of The United Methodist Church.

MUMC Church Service DVD Program
Some members of our MUMC Church Family do not have Internet access that allows them to watch
our online Sunday Church services, although they are available at our www.MilfordUMC.net website
or through our YouTube Channel.

Starting at the first of the year, Milford United Methodist Church is rolling out a free DVD player
lending program for our members in the general area without access to our services. These DVD
players are very simple to use and allow you to watch the service on a 10 inch screen with sound
coming from the unit—or you can use a headphone with jack.
Once you have signed up for the program and we have delivered your unit, at the beginning of each
week, volunteers will deliver a DVD with that week’s services ready for you to play. You do not have
to return the DVDs. The DVD players remain in your possession until you move out of the area or
for any reason are unable to or do not wish to continue the program.
We will make certain you have simple instructions on how to use the DVD players and should there
be questions, we will be happy to answer them. The DVD players have been purchased using
Memorial Funds.
If you wish to participate or have questions, call Wayne Loder from the MUMC Communications
Team at 248-396-3532. We also wish to thank Isabel Tulk who has been contacting seniors within
our church regarding the program.

Congratulations Nathan Smith

Monthly Financial
Summary

Congratulations to Nathan Smith on graduating
from Purdue University in December with a
degree in Mechanical Engineering and a Minor
in Electrical and Computer Engineering. He’ll
start working for Allison Transmission full time
in January. Nathan is the son of Darryl and
Jeannine Smith.

The Monthly Treasurer’s
Report is available from the Finance Committee
Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from
Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.
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1/1 David Fisher

1/15/00 Steve & Leslie Evens Peacock

1/1 Claude Hill

Congratulations to the Newlyweds

1/5 Frank Jacoby
1/7 Robert Schiemann

Sandy Thomann and Tom Driggers were
married on November 30, 2020, in Nashville,
Tennessee. We pray God’s blessing on their
marriage.

1/9 John Olari
1/9 Marilyn Stoner

1/10 Michael Katchever
1/12 Linda Smith
1/13 Norma Weening

Shawl Ministry

1/17 Sharon Hatfield

The shawl ministry is an ongoing
project of our United Methodist
Women. If you know of someone
who is hospitalized, homebound,
etc. and in need of a little TLC
please contact Barb Harris or the
church office.

1/17 Karen Nelson
1/18 Tom Gorton
1/19 Kristine Heidt

1/19 Roger Watkins
1/21 Debbie Bonnewell

Stitching for Others

1/24 Nancy Bassett

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this
wonderful fellowship group. The group
meets on Wednesdays from 10am to
4pm. All are invited to come and help.
There is a job for everyone! No
experience necessary. Needed: knitters,
crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more
information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798

1/24 Aiden Kim
1/24 Christina Rockwell
1/27 Deb Rivet
1/29 Aurora Uribe
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Church-Kurtz School Partnership

January 2021 Sermon Themes and Worship
Features
January 3 Epiphany Sunday, Holy Communion
Dedication of Church Officers
Matthew 2:1-12 “How to Start the New Year:
Lessons from the Wise Men”
January 10 Baptism of the Lord: Renewal of the
Baptismal Covenant
Genesis 1:1-5; Romans 12:1, 2; Mark 1:4-11
“Aim to Please God”
Explore the Question: “Why Was Jesus
Baptized?”
January 17- February 14 “The Love Series”

Thank you for your generosity with the hats and
mittens for the Kurtz kids. You knocked it out of
the park for this church-school connection.
Contact the church office if you’d like to be a
Kurtz Partner, assigned to support a particular
educator or staff member by at least your
prayers and a monthly note of encouragement.

January 17 Human Relations Day
John 1:43-51 “Showing Love and
Sharing Christ in Your Chain of Relationships”
January 24 Ecumenical Sunday
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; I Corinthians 7: 29-31;
Mark 1:14-20 “Love for People You’ve Never
Met”

January 31
Luke 19:1-10 (Zacheus)
“Believing You Are Beloved”

MUMC Belongs to the Huron Valley Chamber
of Commerce

February 7 Holy Communion
Psalm 147:1-11 (God’s steadfast love);
I Corinthians 9: 16-23; Mark 1:29-39
“A Feast of Love”

We strive to be a supportive community partner
with other churches, businesses, and non-profit
groups, building healthy bridges in our local
community. When you give “Chamber Bucks”
as a gift, you support local businesses. Buy
them at participating businesses, listed at
www.huronvcc.com.

February 14 Transfiguration Sunday
St. Valentine’s Day/Scouting Ministries Sunday
Mark 9:2-8; I Cor. 13:1-13
“The Greatest of These is Love”

Church Staff
Ministers—All members of the church
Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn
Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster
Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge
Friends Preschool Director—Tammy Rittmueller
Office Manager—Pat Loder
Custodian—Margie Butson

~Deadline for the February Newsletter is
January 15~
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