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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Sunday Livestream Worship: 9:30am, then anytime 

December 2020 Newsletter 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Holy Communion 
Sermon: I Believe in Love: 
Daring Right Relationships 

 
Sunday, December 13 

Sermon: I Believe in God: Ode to 
Joy 

 
Sunday, December 20 

Sermon: I Believe in the Light: 
Illuminating Peace 

 
Thursday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 
We Believe: Even Now 

 
Sunday, December 27 
Sunday of Christmas 

Sermon: Believe This: The Time 
Has Come 

 
****** 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

 

During the Advent Season—

November 29-December 27 we will 

only be live-streaming one worship 

service, at 9:30am. It can be seen 

by visiting our website: 

www.MilfordUMC.net or our 

YouTube channel. It can also be 

viewed anytime from those 

locations. 

“Mary’s Troubling and Exciting Days” 
“In those days Mary set out and went with haste to 
a Judean town in the hill country, where she en-
tered the house of Zechariah and greeted Eliza-
beth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit.”  Luke 1:39-41 
 
Luke’s phrase, “In those days,” directs us to pon-
der the dramatic days of young Mary’s life.  She’s 

pregnant with the Christ-child and unmarried among people who would 
shame her family.  She was “perplexed,” which means “baffled” or 
“puzzled.”  How could she understand the angel’s message, or what mys-
teries lay ahead?  The angel said that her older cousin, Elizabeth, long 
childless, was wondrously pregnant and in her sixth month.  Those days of 
Mary’s life must have been exciting but troubling.  It feels like she quickly 
leaves her home, where she’s been hiding her pregnancy, and rushes to 
be with a supportive relative.  When she arrives, Elizabeth’s baby leaps in 
the womb, and all four cousins share a joyous and divine first meeting.     
 
“In those days” also feels like a reflection on the political realities…days of 
trouble in Judea, in the reign of an insecure and brutal ruler.  They were 
difficult times for the Jewish people, but “In those days” God was birthing a 
savior, and a new kind of kingdom. 
 
Someday I imagine we’ll think back on 2020 in nostalgic reflection.  We’ll 
say to younger generations, “In those days we couldn’t go to church.  We 
couldn’t even celebrate Thanksgiving or Christmas with family gatherings.  
It was a trying and perplexing year.” 
 
I hope we will also remember that we discovered exciting possibilities… 
new ways to worship, and live our faith, and care for others, and share our 
blessings, and make room for the coming of Christ in our lives.  Will you 
make these days more than troubling or perplexing?  Pray, my friends, and 
let the Holy Spirit move you with the faith and love that overcome difficul-
ties and barriers and make our days exciting… pregnant with possibility! 
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

The month of December and Advent season have arrived! 

At times it seemed as though 2020 would never end and Christmas would never 
get here, but here we are on the threshold of celebrating the birth of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ, and the beginning of a new year which I pray will see at least a vaccine and effective 
treatments for Covid-19. 

It has been a rough year; no doubt about it. We've experienced quarantines, lock downs, illness, 
death, loss of income, loneliness, worry, and a lot more. It reminds me of the story of Job, who lost 
everything including his children, and suffered disease as well. But he never lost his faith in God. 

There is no doubt that we have suffered and lost a lot; we have even had to close our church 
buildings. BUT, we have not lost the ability to worship, (albeit in a different way), or the ability to 
serve God, care for our people, and serve the community. Our creativity continues to expand and 
we find new ways of doing God's will. Look at some of the things we have learned to do in new 
ways: 

Worship: in the parking lot, recorded, live streaming, Youtube, campfire vespers, socially distanced 
in the sanctuary. 

Committees & Small groups: ZOOM meetings, social distancing at church, outdoor meetings, and 
virtual fellowship gatherings on ZOOM. (And we are helping people learn how to participate). 

We continue to work creatively as ideas or issues arise.  We are buying some portable DVD players 
so that we can deliver them with DVD recordings of worship services for those unable to use the 
internet.  If anyone would donate or loan a DVD player with screen, or would like to donate money 
for the purchase of one ($55-$60)  please contact Wayne Loder or me.  

We will present a Blue Christmas service online starting Dec. 16. We encourage you to have an 
Advent wreath at home. It could just be five candles in a circle or a line, all white candles, or 4 blue 
or purple, and one white in the center, and possibly some greenery. I am putting together some 
simple ones from craft foam with flames that attach with velcro. Let me know if you would like a kit 
or a completed one. 

Our Advent series for worship was created by Dr. Marcia McFee for these trying times: “I Believe, 
Even  When…” She gave our Worship Design Team many ideas and resources, plus twice weekly 
webinars for help. The theme song says, “I believe in the sun, even when it’s not shining.” I would 
also add, “I believe in the Son, even when I can’t see Him.” 

God IS always with us. If we have faith and hope in God, we can see the goodness that is still 
around us and move forward in love and peace into a deeper appreciation for all God has given us, 
and we joyfully serve God by loving and serving our neighbors. 

Let us believe, even when we can’t see hope, and God will sustain us. 

Love and Christmas hugs to all! 

Rev. Sherry Foster 

PS There is a mitten, hat & gloves collection box and a box for Cass Community Services gifts 
under the portico for you to drop off donations. 
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2020 CHARITABLE GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The 2020 CARES ACT included a section that 
offers a new charitable giving opportunity for your 
income tax deductions on your 2020 tax return. 
For this tax year only, you are allowed to deduct:  

A $300 “above the line” deduction. That 
means you can deduct up to $300 for cash 
donations to qualified charities and you don’t 
have to itemize your deductions to do it. The 
$300 deduction only applies to contributions 
made in cash(check).  A contribution to 
Milford United Methodist church would qualify 
for this type of deduction. 

 

The CARES ACT also raised the allowable limit 
on cash donation deductions for charities from 
60% to 100% of adjusted gross income.  As 
always, you should consult your tax preparer or 
accountant before making any contribution. 

Christmas Offerings and Year-end Giving 
 
Every year at this time we invite you to share a special offering to complete our church’s 2020 
ministry commitments.  We ask you to be prayerful and generous as you decide the amount you will 
contribute.  You can give on our church website or send a check payable to “MUMC.”  Gifts are 
needed to support the entire program of ministry through our church and to pay our “Ministry 
Shares,” which is our fair share in the ministries of the Michigan Conference of The United 
Methodist Church.  A portion of our Christmas offering thus supports mission in the U.S. and global 
missions.  To learn more, visit www.umcmission.org/give-love.  Tuesday, December 1 is “Giving 
Tuesday.”  Learn how you can give love, joy, hope, and peace at www.umcmission.org/GiveLove 

A Thank You Letter from the Vincent 

Family 

 

Pastor Doug and Sheryl,  

 

Amanda and I want to thank you for baptizing 

Shepherd and welcoming our family into your 

church community.  We greatly appreciate your 

guidance and generosity.  The books, white 

booties, and cards were such nice gifts to 

commemorate the special day for Shepherd.  

We can’t thank you enough.  We look forward to 

being a part of this community. 

 

All our best,  

Joe, Amanda, Vada, and Shep 

Important Notice Regarding the Advent Season Worship Experience 

 
In-person worship has been suspended at the church until (at least) December 31. During the 

Advent Season—November 29-December 27, we will only live-stream one worship service, at 

9:30am, including our keyboardist and the band.  The worship services can be found on our 

website: www.MilfordUMC.net or on our YouTube channel each Sunday at 9:30am. The service 

can also be viewed from those locations at anytime after worship. 

http://www.umcmission.org/give-love
http://www.umcmission.org/GiveLove
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Friends Preschool Director Retires; New Director Hired 

with Team Leadership Plan 

 

On November 19, 2020, the Staff Parish Relations Committee 

accepted the retirement resignation of co-founder and long-time 

Director, Robin Fletcher, effective December 31, 2020. The SPRC 

also hired a new director, from the Friends Preschool Staff.  Below are the highlights of “Miss 

Robin’s” resignation letter. In the January issue we will introduce you to the new Director and the 

preschool’s three-person Leadership Team. 

Pastor Doug,  

I have had the joy of being a member of this congregation for 51 years, and I have enjoyed serving in  

Sunday School , Youth Ministry, on standing committees, and with the United Methodist Women.  I also 

served on staff as your first Christian Education Director, when we hosted the Marketplace Vacation 

Bible School and when we reached many youth in Wednesday evening YOUTH Club and twice took 

youth groups to the National Youth Congress in Colorado.   

 

In 1997, Barb Harris asked the Administrative Board if we could explore the possibilities of opening a 

mission based Christian preschool.  On their approval, we began with 3 volunteers, and today we have 

10 paid staff members due to our growth. 

As bittersweet as it is for me, I am stepping down from my responsibilities as Director.  In the future, I 

hope to assist in the classrooms as needed, be a resource, work on the Friends yearbook, and work on 

playground improvements.   

I have grown immensely in my faith from my service.  I see God’s hand in every phase of my life. Thank 

you again for your gift of opportunity and adventure. I know more adventures are waiting.  I am just not 

sure what they will be. God has a plan! 

Blessings, 

Robin Fletcher 

                 Thank You Robin Fletcher... and Don Fletcher! 
 
I imagined a Robin Fletcher Retirement Celebration on a Sunday morning, with a dramatic passing 
of the leadership baton, but it's not happening in-person because of the pandemic.  We are unable 
to adequately thank Robin Fletcher for over two decades of outstanding service as the Director of 
Friends Preschool and Kindergarten.  Only God knows all the early mornings, long days, late nights, 
and weekends in which Robin gave herself to the endless details of leading this mission from a 
small band of volunteers to the thriving, staffed operation it is today.  Thank you, Robin Fletcher, for 
being you, and for giving your talents to God here at Milford United Methodist Church.  Thank you 
for the way you have nurtured children, families, and staff members in Christian faith, family life, and 
ministry.  We can see much fruit from your labors! 
 
Likewise, only God knows how much her husband, "Mr. Don," gave of himself at the preschool and 
at home in support of Robin's ministry.   After Don retired from the auto industry, he served as 
bookkeeper for the preschool, but he was also great with the children and the staff, adding to the 
wonderful, faith-community experience that Friends Preschool gives to children and their 
families.  From the bottom of our hearts, "Thank you "Miss Robin" and "Mr. Don!" 
 
                                    Pastor Doug McMunn, on behalf of Milford United Methodist Church 
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    Christmas Presents for Cass Community 

Social Services 

  The Mission Committee has placed a box outside the 

church, under the portico, and in the Fellowship Hall to 

collect wrapped gifts for our friends at Cass. Some gift 

ideas are tee-shirts, underwear, shirts, sweaters, 

sweatshirts, gloves, hats and scarfs. Sizes L and XL are 

usually best. Warm is better than fancy, as they spend a 

lot of time outside in the cold. Please wrap your gifts and 

attach a tag indicating if the gift is for a man, a woman or a child and the size. Every gift helps, big 

or small. Contact Carla Gorton at (248) 563-0819 if you have any questions. 

 

We need all gifts turned in by December 6th. Tom & Carla Gorton will then take them down to 

Cass. Thank you for your generosity in the past. We are hoping to make Christmas special this year 

for our friends.  

          Mission Committee 

MUMC and Kurtz Elementary Partnership  

 

1.   We will again collect hats, gloves and mittens for the children 
at Kurtz Elementary during Dec. and Jan. These will be delivered to 
the school late in January.  Kurtz personnel will work out delivery to the 
children. For your convenience collection tubs will be located under the 
portico at church, at Linda Fraser's (905 S. Hickory Ridge Trail) and 
Ann Koss'(1075 GM Rd). 

2.  Last year gracious members of our congregation thoughtfully 
prepared and delivered treats once a month to Kurtz staff members. We want to continue showing 
our support and care, especially during this challenging time. Mr. Chisik, principal, has shared with 
Ann Koss the immense stress felt by the staff as they struggle to deliver the best possible instruction 
to their students under ever changing circumstances. (Students and their families are struggling as 
well!) In an effort to continue our support and ongoing care for the staff we hope to elicit the help of 
more members of our congregation. We are looking for volunteers to "adopt" staff member(s) 
for the remaining months of the school year, beginning with January. You would be assigned 
one, possibly more, staff member(s) depending on our response. We ask that you make a minimum 
of one contact per month, no time line, and this could be done via email or handwritten note or card. 
Options might include sending an uplifting cartoon or quote, an occasional treat, gift card......all up to 
you! We hope you would remind the staff member that we are thinking of/praying for them during 
this challenging school year. Mention could be made of our online service recordings.  If you are 
interested in helping with this mission, please let Linda Fraser know before Dec.11 so we can 
organize.  Linda's contact info: laf905@hotmail.com, 246-685-9308  

mailto:laf905@hotmail.com
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Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance Committee 

Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from 

Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.                                  

A NOTE FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

As we enter this holiday season, the Finance Committee would like to thank all of you for your help 
& monetary gifts throughout this very unusual year. With some strict cost saving measures and your 
support, we have been able to keep our expenses down and maintain our budget. We will continue 
to review our budget monthly in 2021 as we have been doing this year 

 

Your continued prayers and support are crucial to our success in 2021.  We did not conduct a 
Stewardship Campaign in 2020 due to COVID restrictions. As you plan your personal budget for 
2021, we ask you to consider budgeting an increase to your regular contribution amount. Please 
contact our Financial Secretary, Marilyn Motschenbacher, 248-634-735, if you would like to change 
your contribution amount. 

 

Signing up for a recurring donation can help your budget as well as ours. We offer many ways to do 
this including a regular withdrawal from your account on the 1

st
 and/or 15

th
 of the month. Marilyn 

can also help you with this type of contribution. In addition, we now have a “GIVE” button on our 
website & a mobile phone app, GivePlus+,  that allows you to set up single and recurring donations 
on your own. And of course, cash and check donations are always welcome and can be dropped off 
or mailed to the church (1200 Atlantic, Milford 48381). The mail is checked daily. 

 

Thank you again for your help. Blessings to you and your family this holiday season and throughout 
2021. We hope to see everyone soon - Stay safe, stay well.  - Nancy Weeks, chairperson 

Thank You Note from a Grateful 
Grandmother 

 
Dear Pastor Doug, 
Thank you so much for the gift of a Bible for my 
granddaughter, Ally Andersen.  Ally was very 
excited to receive this special Bible from you 
and the church.  It was very kind and thoughtful 
of you to remember Ally.  Take care,  
 
Pat Hinzy 

Young Families of Milford UMC Meeting by Video Conference 

 

In recent months, a few young families have expressed a desire to become part of our faith 

community, along with Mark and Danielle Sherman, who have been with us for a couple of years 

and who have taken substantial leadership responsibility in our church.  Mark is now serving as 

church treasurer, and Danielle is a member of our Board of Trustees.  Mark and Danielle will host 

the new fellowship group on-line, starting December 2 at 8pm, and they hope to develop in-person 

friendships in Christ as soon as small group gatherings are considered safe.  If you know of other 

young families who might welcome such Christian fellowship, please notify the church office with 

their contact information.  
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone who is 
hospitalized, homebound, etc. and in need of a little 
TLC please contact Barb Harris or the church 
office.   

12/27/75 Dave & Nancy Ebert 

12/28/68 Carl & Linda Sturgeon 

12/29/01 Charles & Teresa McCarthy 

12/30/82 Keith & Dianne Prestridge 

12/1 Jeff Motschenbacher 

12/1 Robert Olari 

12/1 Karen Smith 

12/2 Mark Herwick  

12/2 Doug McMunn 

12/3 Doug Holloway 

12/5 Joan Wilson 

12/6 Bradan James 

12/6 Dana Watkins 

12/15 Todd Rockwell 

12/17 Chloe Atkeson 

12/19 Kendyll Klingensmith 

12/21 Katja Olari 

12/21 Leah Tribble 

12/22 Bonnie Glinter 

12/22 John Heidt 

12/23 Jonathan Heidt 

12/23 Shawn Shove 

12/24 Charles McCarthy 

12/27 Stacy Atkeson 

12/29 Tom Smith 

12/30 Dave Ebert 

Guess who’s having a milestone birthday? 

 

Jeff Motschenbacher turns 80 on Dec. 1 

Bob Olari turns 80 on December 1 

Mark Herwick turns 40 on December 2 

Pastor Doug turns 60 on December 2 

Please notify our office of your birthday, 

anniversary, or upcoming milestone. 

We’re happy to celebrate anyone, whether you 

are a church member or not.  
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December 2020 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 

 
Advent Series:  "I Believe Even When..."  
 
Like our summer series, “Beguiled by Beauty,” 
this series was produced by Dr. Marcia McFee.  
The preaching springs from Isaiah 40, where 
God calls the prophet Isaiah to climb up a high 
mountain and boldly proclaim the good news 
that God is coming with power to rescue, feed, 
carry, and strengthen the powerless.  “Raise 
Your Voice; Don’t Be Afraid!”  - Isaiah 40:9 
 
Nov. 29 First Sunday of Advent 
United Methodist Student Sunday 
Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-15  
“I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow” 
 
Dec. 6 Second Sunday of Advent 
Holy Communion 
Isaiah 7:1-14; Matthew 1:18-25      
“I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationships”      
 
Dec. 13 Third Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Cantata 
Luke 1:39-49 “I Believe in God: Ode to Joy” 
 
Dec. 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 9:2-7; John 1:1-14 
“I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace” 
 
Dec. 24 (Thursday) Christmas Eve 
7:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Luke 2:1-20 
“We Believe, Even Now” 
 
Dec. 27 First Sunday of Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10- 62:3; Luke 2:22-40  
“Believe This: The Time Has Come” 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

   Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Director—Robin Fletcher 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 

From SPRC  During the Holidays. . .  

It is the most wonderful time of year and The 
Milford United Methodist Church has a most 
wonderful staff. 2020 has brought us a lot of 
challenges and our creative, aggressive, 
dedicated staff excelled in addressing all of 
them. For Pastor Doug McMunn and Reverend 
Sherry Foster, we offer up a prayer of grateful 
thanks. To our worship leader Keith Prestridge, 
we sing his praises to the moon and back. Our 
office manager Pat Loder and our custodian 
Margie Butson have outdone themselves in 
meeting the needs of our congregation and 
preschool. We are indeed blessed. As chair of 
SPRC, I hope you will take the time this 
holiday season to let our staff know how much 
you appreciate their dedication to our church.   
 
Most Sincerely,  
 
Kelsey Paulus-Shufflebarger,  
SPRC chairperson 

 

MUMC Belongs to the Huron Valley Chamber 

of Commerce 

 

We strive to be a supportive community partner 

with other churches, businesses, and non-profit 

groups, building healthy bridges in our local 

community.  When you give “Chamber Bucks” 

as a gift, you support local businesses.  Buy 

them at participating businesses, listed at 

www.huronvcc.com. 

http://www.huronvcc.com

