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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798   

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Worship: 9:30 Traditional, 11:00 Contemporary 

November 2020 Newsletter 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

Sunday, November 1 
All Saints Day 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Sermon: Harvest of Saints: An 

Uncountable Multitude  
 

Sunday, November 8 
Sermon: Harvest of 

Righteousness: Sew Seeds  
of Peace 

 
Sunday, November 15 
Men’s Ministry Sunday 

Sermon: God is Sovereign 
 

Sunday, November 22 
Sermon: Harvest of Generosity:  

I Heard About Your Love 
 

Sunday, November 29 
Sermon: I Believe in the Sun: 

Hope for Tomorrow 
 
 

Reminder 
We are now live-streaming our 

worship services. They can be seen 

by visiting our website: 

www.MilfordUMC.net or our 

YouTube channel each Sunday at 

9:30am (traditional) or 11am 

(contemporary).  They can also be 

seen anytime from those places. 

My son was changing my grandson’s diaper on our 
living room floor, getting ready for a routine trip to 
the pediatrician.  “I want to leave no later than 20 
after,” he reminded Grace.  I noticed my son had 
no watch on his wrist, so I checked the time.  “Uh, 
it’s 10:18 now,” said I.  Matthew replied, “O the 
time flew!”   

I’ve discovered my own fascination with time, from 
clocking my drive time to pondering Einstein’s The-

ory of Relativity.  I spoke of time at my high school graduation, including 
biblical phrases like, “redeeming the time,” and “a time for every purpose 
under heaven.”  As young parents we received a gift of money and we 
(oddly) spent a lot of it on a brand new, grandfather clock.  I reasoned, 
“Why not  buy one while we’re young and get more tick-tocks out of this 
extravagant purchase?”  The clock is turning 30 soon, and I’m the grandfa-
ther now, turning 60 on December 2, “Turn, turn, turn.”   

Milestones are a good reminder, as also this season of Thanksgiving, to 
give thanks for every blessing and to open our eyes and behold the bless-
ings of our present moment, right now.  The fading fall colors has given us 
a fabulous show, and it only takes a moment of reflection to let such gifts 
of nature become gateways into praise and greater awareness of God. 

I pray November will be a season of sincere Thanksgiving in your spiritual 
life, for a grateful heart is a happy heart, and I think if we spend our fleeting 
time in a spirit of thanksgiving and praise it is pleasing to God and helps us 
live a more sacred life, to the glory of God. 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; For his lovingkindness is ever-
lasting.”  I Chronicles 16:34 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, And his courts with praise.  Give thanks 
to him; bless his name.”  - Psalm 100:4  

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  - I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
"I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, for our partnership in the 
gospel... I hold you in my heart; you are partakers with me of grace"  
- Philippians 1:3-7 
    I love you all,  
 
    Pastor Doug 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

When  I read this post from a priest in Ireland, I knew I had to share it with our 
church family.  Ireland’s oldest citizen in these difficult and anxious times: 

To Anyone Who Needs a Reason to Keep Going: 

My name is Nancy Stewart and I was born on the 16th of October 1913. This 
weekend I turn 107 years of age. 

Imagine turning 107 in a world pandemic. This definitely is something very unusual even for me and 
all I have been through. I live in Clonard in County Meath and have lived in my home for over 83 
years. 

I lost my husband in a car crash in 1989, and lost my twin daughters Margaret in 2007 to motor 
neurone and Anne in 2010 to utter heartbreak of losing her sister. I’ve lost all my friends throughout 
the years which comes with living so long on this earth. 

I’m very lucky to still have three daughters Kathleen, Mary and Olive and one son Finian and I have 
84 grandchildren, great grandchildren and great great grandchildren.  

I have faced many heart-breaking moments and also have seen many hard times in our country 
witnessing world wars, division in our people and numerous sad times for our nation. 

I write to you today to send you my love and to offer you my prayers. We are in a very difficult time 
at the moment in our country, in our lives and in our world. But I reach out to you in this letter to 
offer you hope, faith and belief that everything will be ok in the end. 

We are in another stage of this battle against the virus but we will get through this. Like everything 
I’ve been through since the day I was born in 1913, no matter how bad things have got, I’m the 
living proof that we can survive and in years to come, this will just be a distant memory. 

I have a great faith and it has helped me keep positive throughout the struggles I’ve met. I thank you 
for keeping your faith and for keeping your resilience strong, through this hard time. Sadly for the 
moment, we can no longer stretch out to a friend and embrace them nor can we call to each other's 
houses. 

But I’m here to share my story. I have been in lockdown in my house since March, alongside my 
granddaughter Louise and even though it has been a tough time, we have got through it together.  

We drink tea. We say prayers. We bake. We laugh. We make phone calls. I can even video call lots 
of my family and friends and am making new friends everyday that God gives me on this earth. 

And that’s a very important thing to say. If you are feeling low, make sure to try call someone or 
even go for a walk. I also ask God to help me if I’m feeling low. This is a hard time for everyone but 
please make sure you keep yourself well and wear your mask. If you keep healthy, your mind will 
stay healthy too. 

Keep talking to one another. All my life I have always believed in chatting and drinking tea and 
saying a prayer or a decade of the rosary and it has got me through. This is our moment to keep our 
faith and to keep believing that everything will turn out ok. 

We must try to make sure we leave nobody behind and also that we don’t lose sight of each other. 
This is a moment for humanity to step forward to take care of the other. We must mind ourselves 
but we must also mind all those around us. Look up and smile even if you have your mask on. 

Your eyes will smile and that might be all someone needs to keep going. No good deed ever goes 
unnoticed so try your best to keep being good. We are not here to live for ourselves but to live for 
each other. 

Continued on page 3. . .  
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I can’t believe I’ve made it to this age, I only feel like I’m 50 but now that I’m here, all I can say is 
please God I’ll be here for my next birthday. We must always look forward. I can’t believe I’m the 
oldest person in Ireland living in my own home, I don’t feel that old. 

When God wants me, he will come take me but for now I will keep enjoying my life, I’ll keep loving 
my family and I’ll keep saying my prayers day by day…..oh and not to forget eating lots of good 
wholesome food is my tip. Good food and lots of tea is my secret to a long life as well as keeping 
positive as best we can. We must always look forward and hope for the best. 

Thank you for thinking of me in your prayers and your thoughts and I promise I will think of you in my 
many rosaries I say everyday. 

Thank you so much for reading my letter also and I hope I have, in even a little way, helped you feel 
less alone in this moment. There is always hope and once we keep talking to one another, no day 
will seem empty and we can get through this together. It only takes a small candle to take away the 
dark and in each of us, we can be that light in the world. 

This hard time will indeed pass like all the rest and all that matters is that we helped each other 
through. 

Many blessings and much love, Granny Nancy x  

    Christmas Presents for Cass 

Community Social Services 

  The Mission Committee has placed a box in the 

Fellowship Hall to collect wrapped gifts for our 

friends at Cass. Some gift ideas are tee-shirts, 

underwear, shirts, sweaters, sweatshirts, gloves, 

hats and scarfs. Sizes L and XL are usually best. 

Warm is better than fancy, as they spend a lot of 

time outside in the cold. Please wrap your gifts and 

attach a tag indicating if the gift is for a man, a woman or a child and the size. Every gift helps, big 

or small. Contact Carla Gorton at (248) 563-0819 if you have any questions. 

 

We need all gifts turned in by December 6th. Tom & Carla Gorton will then take them down to Cass. 

Thank you for your generosity in the past. We are hoping to make Christmas special this year for 

our friends.  

          Mission Committee 

Continued from page 2. . .  
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Stephen Ministers Are There to Care. . . 

Stephen Ministers are trained care givers for people who are going through a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or relationally.  Are you lonely, experiencing 

a crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer alone. Our 

Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and 

for you, and provide confidential one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that 

you are facing. To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Joan Wilson 248-431-0041. 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance Committee 

Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from 

Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.                                  

Heritage District Conference 

 

The annual meeting of our district occurred on 10/10/20.  Clergy and members of some 100 

churches shared in a virtual district conference, which was mainly a worship service but included a 

brief business session.   

 

We learned about our two primary district mission projects: the Belleville Food Closet, since 1983, 

and the Jackson Food Pantry, since 2015.  We care for hundreds of neighbors and hundreds of 

school children with help for body, mind, and spirit.  

 

Rev. LuAnn Rourk, our new District Superintendent, preached on Jesus words, “Come Away with 

Me to a Quiet Place”  and on Jesus’ practice of feeding hungry crowds.   She reminded us that our 

life of prayer and reflection helps us to see our neighbors in a more personal way and care for 

them.   

 

Of course COVID-19 has put us into uncharted territory, but we are learning to do new things or old 

things in a new way.  Our initiatives as a church can give people a lot of hope right now, which we 

all need.  Our compassion may help someone find hope in God.   

 

In the business session we learned about connectional grants that were given this year by our 

district to churches in our district.  The application forms are available at https://

heritage.michiganumc.org/forms/district/.   

 

We approved a 2021 budget that remains the same as 2020, and we elected officers for 2021. 

On November 1st at 

2:00am Daylight Saving 

Time officially ends. We 

will need to set our clocks 

back 1 hour. 

https://heritage.michiganumc.org/forms/district/
https://heritage.michiganumc.org/forms/district/
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm. 

All are invited to come and help. There is a 

job for everyone! No experience 

necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, 

sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more information call 

 

11/3 Jessica Rockwell 

11/4 William Crawford 

11/7 Robin Fletcher 

11/7 Grace Gurke 

11/7 Dr. Greg Oldford 

11/12 Kendall Thompson 

11/13 Kelsey Shufflebarger 

11/14 Eva Watkins 

11/14 Kelly Weeks 

11/15 Alice Kim 

11/15 Tyler Thompson 

11/17 Mary Wenger 

11/23 Karen Jacoby 

11/25 Benjamin Olari 

11/26 Lola Mahoney 

11/26 Patsy Patterson 

11/28 Travis Thomann 

November 8, 1997 -  Tom & Cheryl Smith 

November 11, 1988 -  Frank & Pam Fisher 

 

Ray Michaels has 

Moved 

 

Ray has moved to 

Cranberry Park. His new address is 801 

Whitlow Drive, Milford, MI 48381. His phone 

number remains the same: 248-684-6352. 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC please contact Barb 
Harris or the church office.   
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November 2020 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 
 
November Series: “Bring-In God’s Great 
Harvest” 
 
Nov. 1 All Saints Day (Daylight Saving Time 
ends) 
Revelation 7: 9-18; I John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 
“Harvest of Saints: An Uncountable Multitude” 
 
Nov. 8  
Matthew 25: 1-13; James 3: 17, 18 
“Harvest of Righteousness: Sew Seeds of 
Peace” 
 
Nov. 15 Men’s Ministry Sunday 
(John Olari preaching) 
Daniel 4:34-35, Acts 17:22-31 John 14:5-6 “God 
is Sovereign” 
 
Nov. 22 Reign of Christ Sunday 
Matthew 25:31-46 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
“Harvest of Generosity: I Heard About Your 
Love” 
 
Advent Series:  "I Believe Even When..."  
Like our summer series, “Beguiled by Beauty,” 
our Advent worship series was produced by Dr. 
Marcia McFee and is called, "I Believe Even 
When..." The preaching springs from Isaiah 40, 
where God calls the prophet Isaiah to climb up a 
high mountain and boldly proclaim the good 
news that God is coming with power to rescue, 
feed, carry, and strengthen the powerless.  
“Raise Your Voice; Don’t Be Afraid!”  - Isaiah 
40:9 
 
Nov. 29 First Sunday of Advent 
United Methodist Student Sunday 
Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-15  
“I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow” 

Sunday Servants 

November 1 

Ushers:   Al Worrell, Linda Fraser, John Robin-

son, John Moore 

Liturgist:  Barb Harris 

Counters:  Linda Fraser & Al Worrell 

 

November 8 

Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, 

Doug Radeka 

Liturgist:  Karen Nelson 

Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 

 

November 15 

Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton  

Liturgist:  Rev. Sherry Foster 

Counters: John Olari & Doug Holloway 

 

November 22 

Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari 

Liturgist:  Linda Sturgeon 

Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 

 

November 29 

Ushers:   Larry Shaver 

Liturgist:  Judy Culbertson 

Counters:  Roger & Judy Clemens 

 

 

******* 

 

Sunday Servant Team Leads: 

Greeters: Cinda Everhart 

Ushers: Larry Shaver 

Liturgists: Judy Culbertson 

Counters: Nancy Weeks 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

   Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Friends Preschool Interim Director—Tracy Bruletti 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 


