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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Worship: 9:30 Traditional, 11:00 Contemporary 

September 2020 Newsletter 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 

 
 

Sunday, September 6 
Holy Communion 

Sermon: Transcending Worry 
and Fear 

 
Wednesday, September 9 

Fall Bible Study Begins (pg. 2) 
10am 

Vespers Meets (pg. 2) 
 

Sunday, September 13 
Sermon: No Time for Anxiety 

 
Sunday, September 20 

Sermon: I Have Learned to Be 
Content 

 
Wednesday, September 23 

Vespers Meets (pg.2) 
 

Sunday, September 27 
Sermon: Don’t Wrestle, Just 

Nestle 
 
 
 

Reminder 
Our online worship services can 
always be seen by visiting our 
website: www.MilfordUMC.net  

I’ve discovered that I’m changed by personal 
encounters.  A church I served took part in a 
rotating shelter program.  *Our homeless guests 
arrived at our church for the evening meal and 
overnight shelter.  Some of us came to eat with 
them and get acquainted with any who seemed 
open for friendly conversation.  As we ate together, 
we learned some of their stories, and they learned 

ours.  Soon we could no longer think of homelessness as an issue but as 
a real experience faced by people that we actually knew.  Realizing that 
Amanda or Christine might be sleeping on a sidewalk gave us a sense of 
urgency about their difficulties. 
 
In Exodus 2, Pharaoh’s daughter opens a basket that was found floating 
on the Nile River.  She knew about the ill fate of the Hebrew babies under 
her father’s cruel edict, but then she sees and hears a particular Hebrew 
baby, and she brings him home to raise as a son.  When we observe 
suffering in large numbers we easily distance ourselves.  The close, 
personal encounter changes us.  God places their needs squarely in our 
hands.  We naturally shelter ourselves from such close, personal 
encounters, but the example and commands of Jesus compel us to look 
for those who are lost, fallen, sick, etc.  Will you make this prayer yours?  
”Gracious God, guide us to those who need us, and open us to them in 
humility and compassion.  Amen.” 
 
* This experience was shared by Terry J. Hamilton-Poore in Disciplines, a 
2011 book of daily devotions from The Upper Room, a ministry of The 
United Methodist Church.  When I read it, I realized that I had the same 
experience, and I suspect that you have too, in any kind of outreach 
effort.  Imagine yourself living every day as if you are on a mission for 
Christ, ready to serve others, eager for personal encounters as you live in 
the compassion of Jesus Christ.   
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug 
 
P.S. “Vespers” (Sept. 9 & 23) is a casual, outdoor, Hymn Sing with 
prayers and testimony as the Spirit leads.  Bring your lawn chair at 7pm!   

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

 As we move into September, I hope that you and yours are well. I am sure that 

we will still have challenges to meet as life in the pandemic continues to change, 

especially as school starts and we have to change with it. The human race has 

dealt with illnesses, politics, and disasters throughout history, and yet, we are still 

here, and yes, God has been with us through every challenge, reminding us  of 

his love and if we focus on and trust him, we come out stronger to face whatever comes next, as 

long as we believe and follow the example of Christ. It’s not easy, and God never promised us a 

rose garden. But he did promise us heavenly homes for eternity. We are fortunate to live in a 

time of technology, communication, and scientific developments to use as tools to deal with 

challenges, but information overload can be a curse as well. We don't have to look very far to 

see Satan using these tools to anger and discourage us, confuse us with conflicting “truths,” 

turning brother against brother, and wreaking havoc around the world.  

Our worship series this summer, “Beguiled by Beauty” was designed to help us regain our focus 

on God and his creation; to find the light of God, even in the darkness of these times. I hope your 

hearts and souls were refreshed and that you are still finding moments of beauty with God, and 

finding hope to live fully and fruitfully. If you look at our church, we are still worshipping, having 

fellowship, small groups, coffee hours, growing food for Community Sharing, serving those who 

need appliances and furniture, and much more. The building may be physically closed, but we 

are the church and the ministry goes on in spite of that; because WE ARE THE CHURCH! 

As September rolls in, we know the challenges won't just go away and things go back to normal. 

The old normal wasn't all that healthy.  Open your hearts and let God work through us. Find both 

the old and new beauty all around you, and trust in God! 

Love and Peace to all! 

Rev. Sherry 

 

 

Come to Vespers (informal worship) 

September 9 & 23, Wednesday at 

7pm  Expect hymn singing, prayer, 

scripture, & testimony, as the Spirit 

moves us.  Gather in the church park-

ing lot, near the basketball goal, under 

the shade trees.  Bring your own chair.  

Hymnals will be provided.  We will also  

advertise Vespers as an “Outdoor 

Hymn Sing.”  Same event, two names, 

trying to invite the public.  

Fall Bible Study 

The Fall Bible study class will 

start September 9 at 10am as 

a hybrid class—in-person at 

the church when permitted, 

and by Zoom online at the 

same time. The name of the 

study and other details will be sent by email blast during 

the first week of September. Plan to join us!  Please 

text Rev. Sherry to reserve a spot, 248-318-5613. 
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Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance Committee 

Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from 

Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.                                  

Is our Scout Troop Still Meeting? 

 

Yes.  When the pandemic began, our Scouts 

BSA troop suspended in-person meetings, but in 

recent weeks they have resumed weekly 

meetings, all out of doors.  Recent activities 

included fishing, hiking, and biking.  We are the 

sponsoring organization.  We pray for the troop 

leaders and appreciate their ministry with young 

people!  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 

The Finance Committee would like to thank all of you for your support over the last 6 months as we 
have adjusted to living in this COVID 19 environment. At our July meeting, we reviewed our income 
and expenditures and are pleased to report that we have been able to maintain our budget with 
some adjustments to cut down on expenses. With the building closed, utility costs declined and 
other vendor services were reduced to keep expenses down. Since March, we have been making 
interest only payments on our mortgage loan which was a substantial savings each month. 

 

However, that mortgage relief has ended with the August payment and regular mortgage payments 
($2,059.76) will resume in September. We expect utility costs to start to increase again due to the 
partial opening of the building and we will see an increase in maintenance expenses because of the 
additional cleaning requirements.  

 

Please continue to support our church as you have been doing so that we can meet this anticipated 
rise in expenses. While you are reviewing your own budget through the end of the year, consider 
setting up a recurring gift/contribution via the direct payment options that are now available for your 
convenience. Several options are available; look for descriptions of these payment methods within 
this newsletter and on the church website. 

 

Thank you, again, for all your support, encouragement & prayers. We hope you are all safe and 
healthy and look forward to seeing you in-person very soon.  
 

                                                                       - Nancy Weeks, Finance Committee Chairperson 
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METHODS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS & RECURRING GIVING 

 

 #1 Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) – Authorizes our on-line processor (VANCO) to 
withdraw funds from your account directly on the 1

st
 and/or 15

th
 of each month. The form is available 

from Marilyn Motschenbacher (248-634-7357) and should be sent to her when filled out to set up 
your recurring gift. 

 #2 Website Giving – There is now a “GIVE” button on our website which allows you to 
set up a payment from your bank account on a one-time basis or as a recurring gift. You can 
choose either the General Fund or the Building Fund to make your contribution.  Click on the GIVE 
button and follow the instructions.  

 #3 GivePlus Mobile –Go to the App Store on your smart phone and download the free 
Give+Plus app.  It allows you to set up a payment on a one-time or recurring basis and you can 
choose the fund you want to deposit into. Download the app, enter our church name, and set it up. 

 #4 Bill Pay – Most of your financial institutions offer Bill Pay as a way to pay all of your 
bills from your account. It allows you to set up a one-time payment or a scheduled payment that 
occurs on the same date every month. Payments to MUMC will be in the form of a check that will be 
mailed directly to the church. Some Bill Pay programs are free; some charge a fee. Check with your 
bank or credit union to see if there is a fee. 

 #5 U.S. Mail – The church mail is picked up daily and held for deposit by our Counting 
Team to our financial institution, Huron Valley State Bank.  

 #6 Cash Payments – If you would like to make a contribution in cash, please contact 
Marilyn Motschenbacher or hand deliver your envelope to the church office. 

 

 

Sharing this Bountiful 
Harvest 

This is the August 25th harvest from 
"God's Garden" (at the rear of the church 
property). The bounty is distributed to our 
neighbors in need via Community 
Sharing. The August 25 harvest was the 
best harvest of the year. Praise be to God 
for multiplying the seed we sowed.  
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“Let the Whole Church Say Amen!” 

 

When anyone leads a group in a moment of prayer, s/he has a responsibility to show consideration 

for all participants.  The one who says the prayer should lift up to God what is shared by all 

participants, not just by some participants.  Especially on subjects where the group includes people 

of different opinions, the leader should not use the prayer to advance the majority opinion nor the 

minority opinion, nor take sides where the people are divided evenly.   We do need to pray together, 

and the leader should help us ALL pray together in words and tones to which all can respond with a 

hearty, “Amen!”   

 

Twice before, Marianne and I have enjoyed teaching a class by the above title, and we will offer it 

again, on-line, via Zoom.com, on two Saturdays, October 17 and 31.    You are invited to take the 

class.  You will want 4 weeks to prepare for Day One, so please contact us by September 11, or 

ASAP, to get registered and get the workbook.  If the modest cost is a barrier for you, please inquire 

for scholarship information.   

 

This course is one of many offered by the Lay Servant Ministries training program, sponsored by 

The Heritage District of The United Methodist Church.  All are welcome.  You will especially benefit 

if you find yourself called upon to pray aloud at the start or close of a committee meeting, or a small 

group for discipleship, or a ministry team, but you don’t have to be a formal leader to take the class 

or benefit.  The author of our text taught a graduate level course on this subject for 30 years and we 

feel he mastered the topic.  His book brings insight from scripture and from his decades of expertise.   

 

Of course God looks on our hearts and sees beyond our words when we pray, but praying in public, 

or in a group, is a spiritual practice that we can improve upon.  If you’ve ever felt awkward about 

your own prayer, or uneasy during someone else’s prayer, this course will help you understand how 

to form prayers that feel appropriate, and helpful, for each moment of prayer.  If you’ve ever felt like 

you are in a rut, or you don’t know how to 

improve your prayers, this course will expand 

your options and lead you to a richer, more 

meaningful experience of praying together.  Join 

us!  - Marianne and Pastor Doug 

Kroger Community 

Rewards  

The money MUMC receives 

from Kroger Community 

Rewards has dramatically 

decreased. We would 

appreciate you visiting 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com and designating 

MUMC as your community rewards recipient. Our 

Rewards number is VQ308. Designating MUMC as 

your community rewards recipient does not affect any 

Kroger rewards you receive. 

Follow the instructions under “Link your card to an 
organization”.  It will tell you if you are enrolled in 
Community Rewards or let you enroll or choose 
MUMC as your Community Rewards 
Recipient.  Thank you. 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. 

For more information call Thesia Wolf, 

248-310-8798 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the 
church office.   

 

 

 

 

 

9/4 Michael Rockwell 

9/4 Juanita Rogers 

9/5 Mike Bassett 

9/9 Mike Shove 

9/10 Joan Shawver 

9/10 Don Fletcher 

9/10 Nancy Weeks 

9/12 Carolyn Graves 

9/14 Kirsten (Strauss) Lincoln 

9/17 Lance Oberg 

9/19 Karen Delaney 

9/19 Dorothy Kellner 

9/20 Sarah Smith 

9/23 Florence Campbell 

9/26 Roger Clemens 

9/27 Audrey Fisher 

9/28 Nancy Ebert 

9/28 Joe Strauss 

9/29 Scott Smith 

9/14/63 Tom & Mary Ann O’Brien 

9/20/00 Joe & Carol Strauss 

9/22/62 Bob & Jan Olari 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 
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Stephen Ministers Are There 

to Care. . . 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained care givers for 

people who are going through a difficult time—

emotionally, spiritually, or relationally.  Are you 

lonely, experiencing a crisis, or simply stressed 

by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer 

alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 

listen, care for and encourage you, pray with 

and for you, and provide confidential one-to-one 

Christian care to help you through whatever it is 

that you are facing. To find out more about 

Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen 

Leaders: Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Joan 

Wilson 248-431-0041. 

*Newsletter Deadline*  

  The Deadline for the October Newsletter is September 15th 

In Our Prayers— 

Sympathy: Lu Gierhart and 
family on the death of her 
sister, Darlene, of Lu’s 
hometown, Harpster, OH. 
Also we pray for Darlene’s 
husband, who is on dialysis. Rena Valentine in 
the loss of her husband, Cal.  

New Prayers: Michigan Bishop David Bard, 
Friends Preschool and Kindergarten, local 
school board and staff, the Lead Team of our 
congregation.  

Continuing Prayers: Kurt Achenbach, Patty 
Bailey, Nancy Bassett, Patty Harvey, Jean 
Kellner, Margaret Leibler, Nancy London, Jodie, 
Rebecca Marquardt, Michael Opfer, JoAnn 
Pliska, Nancy Robinson, Ron Tribble, Rebecca 
Uribe, David Wheeler, New Sawtrol UMC (sister 
church, Liberia).  

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing 
Care: Bob Campbell, Carol Hawkinson, Pat 
Heidt, Virginia Jeffers, Ray Michaels, Patsy Pat-
terson, Barb Sheridan, Bert & Norma Weening.  

Military Service: Capt. Johnathon Seeley, 
USMC, Middle East; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air 
Force; Sean Konczal, Navy, DC3, serving on the 
Abraham Lincoln. Others deployed? Please noti-
fy the church office.  

Prayer Chain: We forward prayer requests to 
our prayer chain by email. To join, please con-
tact the church office.  

Please pray for 

the MUMC 

members who will 

be delivering 

Meals on Wheels 

September 14-18! 

If you’d like to join 

this ministry 

please contact Dave Ebert: 

debert1230@comcast.net. 

White Too Long: The Legacy of White 

Supremacy in American Christianity   
 

A friend recently gave me a copy of this 236-

page, hardback, new, 2020 book by Robert P. 

Jones.  I’ve just begun to read it, and I find it  

very timely.  It seems based on excellent 

research and is recommended by Jim Wallis, 

founder and president of Sojourners.  Please let 

me know if you’d like to read it soon and discuss 

it with me in October.  The reviewer on the 

inside flap, Kirkus Reviews, says, “Jones 

delivers a provocative examination of the unholy 

relationship between American Christianity and 

white supremacy, issuing an urgent call for white 

Christians to reckon with this legacy for the sake 

of themselves, their Christian faith, and the 

country.” 

                                                                                                                                                             

- Pastor Doug 
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September 2020 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 

 
Series Theme: “Expand Your Faith In God and 
Rise Above Your Fears” 
Theme Verse: “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.”  - Philippians 4:13 
Theme Song?: “His Eye is On the Sparrow” 
 
Sept. 6 Holy Communion 
Mt. 10.29-31 “Transcending Worry and Fear”   
Don’t worry, you are worth more than many 
sparrows. 
Philippians 4.6, 7 “Have no anxiety about 
anything, but in everything by prayer…” 
Pray alone AND together. 
 
Sept. 13  
John 15.1-5 “No Time for Anxiety” 
Abide in the vine.  Romans 8.38, 39  
… “our worries can never separate us from the 
love of God.” - The Living Bible 
 
Sept. 20  
Mt. 11.28 “I Have Learned to Be Content”  
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
burdened down, and I will give you rest.” 
Philippians 4:11-13 “I have learned to be 
content… I can do all things through Christ.” 
 
Sept. 27 
Luke 8:14  “Don’t Wrestle, Just Nestle”   
“…seed sown among thorns was choked out by 
worry…” 
II Timothy 1.7 “God has not given us a spirit of 
fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind.” 
I Peter 5:7 Cast all your cares on him, for he 
cares for you.  

Sunday Servants 

September 6 

Ushers:   Al Worrell, Linda Fraser, John Robin-

son, John Moore 

Liturgist:  Gary Herwick 

Counters:  Linda Fraser & Al Worrell 

 

September 13 

Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, 

Doug      Radeka 

Liturgist:  Sue Shove 

Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 

 

September 20 

Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton, Ron 

Opfer 

Liturgist:  Rev. Sherry Foster 

Counters: Tom & Carla Gorton 

 

September 27 

Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari 

Liturgist:  Men’s Ministry 

Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 

 

******* 

 

Sunday Servant Team Leads: 

Greeters: Cinda Everhart 

Ushers: Larry Shaver 

Liturgists: Judy Culbertson 

Counters: Nancy Weeks 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

   Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Nursery Care Director—Audine Morris 

   Friends Preschool Director—Robin Fletcher 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 


