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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Worship: 9:30 Traditional, 11:00 Contemporary 

October 2020 Newsletter 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 

 
 

Sunday, October 4 
World Communion Sunday 

Holy Baptism 
Sermon: Am I Deaf to Their 

Cries 
 

Sunday, October 11 
Sermon: Will God Save Us from 

the Mess We’re In? (Yes!) 
 

Sunday, October 18 
Laity Sunday 

Sermon: Known by Name; 
Pressing On 

 
Sunday, October 25 

Sermon: Delightful People 
 
 
 

Reminder 
We are now live-streaming our 

worship services and  

they can be seen by visiting our 

website: www.MilfordUMC.net or 

our YouTube channel each Sunday 

at 9:30am (traditional) or 11am 

(contemporary).  They can also be 

seen anytime from those places 

 

 

I’ve discovered that most of life happens while 

things feel incomplete, complicated, or even bro-

ken. There was a note on a repair shop door that 

read, “We can repair anything.” Taped to the sign 

was this notice: (Please knock hard on the door-the 

bell doesn’t work.” Even a business that prided itself on repairing anything 

found itself operating in a broken condition.  

When you ring a doorbell and you hear nothing, do you wait or start knock-

ing? I’ve discovered that such uncertain waiting times are more the rule of 

life than they are exceptional. 

In September I was asked to conduct a funeral when a woman from High-

land died of a sudden heart attack. She was a widow, 71 years young, and 

about to start a new life with a North Carolina man she had known long 

ago. They spent 8 months planning by phone how to merge two house-

holds into one, and then he came to pick her up and bring her to North 

Carolina. They had just four days together here, and as they started the 

road trip she had a heart attack in Toledo, Ohio and breathed her last! 

My point here is, when it comes to opportunity knocking, don’t wait until 

you’ve got your life all together before you cross the street to help your 

neighbor. Don’t wait until your plan has every “t” crossed and every “I” dot-

ted before you share bread with the hungry...or share your faith...or offer to 

pray with someone, or enjoy life with those you love. 

Live your faith and live your life right NOW. St. Paul wrote to the Ephe-

sians, “Make the most of every opportunity,” 

I love you all. . . right now, 

Pastor Doug 

 

P.S. Join us for Vespers (outdoor hymn sing) on October 7 and 21 

(alternate Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m.).  Bring a lawn chair.  Come and sit 

with us around a camp fire and enjoy this casual time of prayer, worship, 

and friendship.  We’re planning for “S’mores, too!”   

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

 

Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” 

Sometimes it seems like this pandemic and all the turmoil around the world will 

never end.  I keep looking for hope in unexpected places, and sometimes it shows itself. I hang 

on to those moments like a lifeline and remember our September theme verse (above), which 

helps me not get bogged down in all the “stuff.” 

God never said life would be easy, but he did give us a message of hope and love through Jesus 

Christ. We must stay connected with God and examine all that he has given us: shelter, food, 

clothing, and all the blessings he has bestowed.  

One great gift we have to help us is creativity.  Make a list of all the things that you and other 

people have thought up to help us live through this time: more uses for on-line technology, 

medical advances, personal protection equipment, cleaning/sanitizing tools, etc.  It is a time of 

terrible suffering for many, but as we look to God for strength we can also grow from these trials.   

We can do our part by caring for others with a gift of our presence. Whether it be a visit, a phone 

call, a card, a message in the mail, an email, a video call, or a 

ZOOM meeting, all of these can give hope to those who are 

lonely or isolated. 

I am sending you this kitten picture to make you smile. Feel free 

to pass it on! 

Love to all, 

 

Rev. Sherry 

 

 

 

PS. Wednesday Bible Study has started, anyone can still join, either in person or via ZOOM at 
10am.   The book is called “The Sermon on the Mount” by AJ Levine. 
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Kroger Community Rewards 
 

Register at www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com 

The Milford UMC 5-digit number is: 914-78. 

Participation does not diminish the rewards you re-
ceive individually.  When you register,  

our church receives money each time you make a purchase at Kroger. 

NOMADS  

Mission Volunteers 
 
NOMADS enjoy traveling 
in an RV and using their 
skills in service.  They 
are usually retired people 

or near retirement.  They are looking for a 
purpose and personal mission and want to 
share their Christian faith.  They stay in their 
own RV’s and serve together at United Meth-
odist agencies such as churches, camps, 
homeless shelters, children’s homes, mission 
agencies, and disaster agencies.  They do 
remodeling, repairs and maintenance, paint-
ing, childcare, gardening, office work, etc.  
They also work at the homes of needy fami-
lies.  Make friends, experience cultures and 
destinations.  Work four days a week.  “In the 
same way, faith by itself, if not accompanied 
by action is dead.”  - James 2:17.   Apply on-
line at www.nomadsumc.org.  Call 866-466-
6237.  Membership in the United Methodist 
Church is not required.   

     World Communion 
Sunday is October 4 

        

       Gifts to the World Commun-
ion Sunday special Sunday 
offering fund graduate racial-ethnic schol-
arships and ethnic In-Service Training in 
the United States and globally.  You can 
write a check to “MUMC” and mark it for 
“World Communion” or use the special 
envelope provided at worship, or give on-
line at www.umc.org  

Michigan Annual Conference Report 

The July 26-28, 2020 session of the Michigan 

Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 

met virtually. Milford’s lay members (Deb Bonnewell 

and Linda Fraser), attended with our clergy and with 

Milford’s alternate, Marianne McMunn. We were 

socially distant in the Commons at church, watching 

on the flat screen TV and voting on our laptops. 

At opening worship, Bishop Bard gave an inspiring 

sermon entitled, “Hold On.” You can watch in on the 

Michigan Conference website. 

All ballot measures passed. Details are on the 

conference website, along with a video that 

summarizes the conference. We gave special 

offerings of $62,355 for our partners in Haiti and 

Liberia. This was a large offering, compared to 

$45,000 in a typical year. We held a virtual 5K that 

raised another $10,455 for the Michigan Disaster 

Response Fund. Last year the 5K raised $1,840. 

Bishop Bard reminded us to carry our usual fall 

enthusiasm with us even as we move into this 

unusual fall season. We are painfully and keenly 

aware of the tension toward division in our country 

and in our denomination, but we can be “wounded 

healers” to each other and to the world. Be kind and 

gentle to one another.  

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance Committee 

Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from 

Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.                                  

http://www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
http://www.nomadsumc.org
http://www.umc.org
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Meet Up and Eat Up  

2020 Recap 

by 

Katy Weeks 

 
While the Commerce Meadows Meet Up and Eat Up 2020 served fewer kids per day than in 2019 (5
-10 per day vs. 35-50 per day), we hope we made an impact for those we did feed. Judy Culbertson 
faithfully helped nearly every day, and together we distributed various assistance in addition to food, 
including care packages from Community Sharing and math workbooks for those who were doing 
virtual public school. 
 
Thursday, July 30

th
 was probably the most momentous day for me, not because of how many kids 

we served (9), but because we met so many additional needs.  We gave away about a dozen bags 
of food from the food bank to various people, including the gardeners who were super appreciative.  
One little boy, about 13 years old, asked for four meals for his younger brothers and sisters.  He told 
us that he brought his backpack so he could carry it all, and we loaded him up with 16 cartons of 
milk, 8 lunch TV trays, and 4 bags of cereal and cups of fruit.  He also was thrilled to get a hand-me-
down rain jacket that still had a lot of life left in it.  With him was a thirteen-year-old girl who was 
excited to get one of my daughter’s skirts she no longer wore.  Two younger children took clothes 
and books, too. 
 
Later, one of the parents told me he had the day off because his son’s mother’s tombstone was 
being unveiled that day.  He said the mother had died last year, but that the son had designed the 
tombstone and now it was finished.  I asked him if he would like me to pray with him.  He said that 
he would, so we prayed for his son and the memorial.  I hope it gave him some comfort.  Days like 
July 30

th
 show me that even when we feel we aren’t serving “enough,” God uses us to bless others 

in unexpected ways. 
 
The Meals on Wheels coordinators have told me that Meet Up and Eat Up may not run at 
Commerce Meadows in 2021 due to low participation.  While I’m saddened to think this ministry 
might come to an end, I have greatly valued the opportunity to get to know the families at Commerce 
Meadows and hope I have blessed them as much as they have blessed me. 

 

November 1, 2020 is All Saints Day 

By October 22, please submit to the church office 

the name and photo of anyone you’ve lost in the 

past 12 months and would like remembered  and 

honored on that day. 

http://womow.mealsonwheelsmi.org/
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*Newsletter Deadline*  

  The Deadline for the November Newsletter is October 15th 

In Our Prayers— 

 Sympathy: John Heidt in 
the loss of his mother, Pat 
Heidt 

Continuing Prayers: Kurt 
Achenbach, Patty Bailey, Nancy Bassett, Robin 
Fletcher, Patty Harvey, Jean Kellner, Margaret 
Leibler, Nancy London, Jodie, Rebecca Mar-
quardt, Michael Opfer, JoAnn Pliska, Nancy 
Robinson, Ron Tribble, Rebecca Uribe, David 
Wheeler, New Sawtrol UMC (sister church, Libe-
ria).  

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing 
Care: Bob Campbell, Carl & Carol Hawkinson, 
Virginia Jeffers, Ray Michaels, Patsy Patterson, 
Barb Sheridan, Bert & Norma Weening.  

Military Service: Capt. Johnathon Seeley, 
USMC, Middle East; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air 
Force; Sean Konczal, Navy, DC3, serving on the 
Abraham Lincoln. Others deployed? Please noti-
fy the church office.  

Prayer Chain: We forward prayer requests to 
our prayer chain by email. To join, please con-
tact the church office.  

We asked Patsy and Holly to tell us about their journey 

with various congregations: 

 

Patsy started going to church at St. Mark's United Method-

ist Church in Detroit in in 1954. She married Steve in 1968. 

St Mark's closed in 1970, so Patsy and Steve joined Christ 

UMC in Detroit, where Holly was baptized.  When the fami-

ly moved to Warren, they transferred to the Warren: First 

UMC, where they helped Pastor James Wheatley and An-

toinette Wheatley.  As our family grew we returned to De-

troit: Christ UMC where we helped with the food pantry and  

Meals on Wheels, and sang in the choir as we did in each 

church.  Patsy started going to National Church Confer-

ence for the Blind.  We moved to Gladwin and joined the 

Gladwin First UMC, where we joined the bell choir.  We 

spent some time at Good Shepherd UMC in Saint Clair 

Shores, at Gladwin again, and then back down to Rose-

ville: Trinity UMC.  Since we recently moved to Wixom, we 

feel very blessed to be a part of the Milford United Method-

ist Church family.  God bless everyone and thank you 

We Welcome our Newest Members 

Patsy and daughter Holly Mikolajczyk 

(pronounced “Mickle-why-check) 

Noisy Offering 

The Mission Committee needs your help as we seek to give 20 needy families in our area $50 

Kroger Gift Cards at Christmas. MUMC has done this in the past, depending upon the Noisy 

Offering to make this possible. Names are provided by Community Sharing. This year, Noisy 

Offerings have not been collected since the second Sunday in March due to the pandemic and 

closure of the church, plus removal of the Noisy Offering containers as the church prepared to 

reopen. 

Therefore, we are placing a large tub in the Commons Area for your loose change, dollar bills, or 

whatever you would like to contribute. Checks are welcomed (print “noisy offering” in the memo line) 

and may be placed in the tub or mailed to the church. Any amount is helpful and welcomed! Contact 

the Church Office if you have any questions. 

        THE MISSION COMMITEE 
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone who is 
hospitalized, homebound, etc. and in need of a little 
TLC please contact Barb Harris or the church 
office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/1 Ray Michaels 

10/4 Scott Gurke 

10/4 Marilyn Moore 

10/6 Betty Erwin 

10/11 Del Dee 

10/11 Paula Tatum-Silman 

10/16 Phyllis Motley 

10/17 Eric Watkins 

10/19 Carl Hawkinson 

10/20 Bette Knedgen 

10/20 Nicholas “Cole” McKane 

10/21 Diana Opfer 

10/23 Merlin Feigley 

10/23 Cameron Priebe 

10/25 John Moore 

10/26 Brad Erwin 

10/26 Kathryn Jones 

10/27 Maddy Kemp 

10/27 Katie Thompson 

10/28 John Robinson 

 

Congratulations to Paul Tatum on her marriage to 

Danny Silman this summer.  The couple eloped 

and reside now in Portageville, MO, where they 

grew up together. 

 

10/02/93 John & Regina Olari 

10/18/03 Dr. Greg & Mary Jo Oldford 

10/18/68 Emil & Sue Tonello 

10/21/72 John & Karen Nelson 

10/24/64 Jeff & Marilyn Motschenbacher 

10/24/59 John & Marilyn Moore 

*** Please let our church office know if we can 

celebrate your birthday or anniversary in our 

newsletter.  You don’t have to be a church 

member to be included! *** 
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Stephen Ministers Are 

There to Care. . . 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained care givers for 

people who are going through a difficult time—

emotionally, spiritually, or relationally.  Are you 

lonely, experiencing a crisis, or simply 

stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to 

suffer alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready 

to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with 

and for you, and provide confidential one-to-

one Christian care to help you through 

whatever it is that you are facing. To find out 

more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of 

the Stephen Leaders: Linda Fraser  248-685-

9308 or Joan Wilson 248-431-0041. 

October 2020 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 

October 4, 2020 World Communion Sunday 
Holy Baptism: Shepherd Vincent                          
Isaiah 5:1-7; Matthew 21:33-41 “Am I Deaf to 
Their Cries” 

October 11, 2020  
Psalm 106:1-4; Isaiah 25:6-9 
“Will God Save Us from the Mess We’re In? 
(Yes!)” 
 
October 18, 2020 Laity Sunday 
“Known by Name; Pressing On” Exodus 3:12-13, 
Isaiah 45:1-7, Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
October 25, 2020    
Psalm 1; Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18; Matthew 22:34-
40 
“Delightful People” 
 
November 1, 2020 All Saints Day 
(By October 22, please submit to our office the 
name and photo of anyone you’ve lost in the past 
12 months.) 

Sunday Servants 

October 4 

Ushers:   Al Worrell, Linda Fraser, John Robin-

son, John Moore 

Liturgist:  Gary Herwick 

Counters:  Linda Fraser & Al Worrell 

 

October 11 

Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, 

Doug Radeka 

Liturgist:  Nancy Ebert 

Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 

 

October 18 

Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton  

Liturgist:  Rev. Sherry Foster 

Counters: Teresa & Lu Gierhart 

 

October 25 

Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari 

Liturgist:  Judy Culbertson 

Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 

 

******* 

 

Sunday Servant Team Leads: 

Greeters: Cinda Everhart 

Ushers: Larry Shaver 

Liturgists: Judy Culbertson 

Counters: Nancy Weeks 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

   Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Nursery Care Director—Audine Morris 

   Friends Preschool Interim Director—Tracy Bruletti 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 


