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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Worship: 9:30 Traditional, 11:00 Contemporary 

August 2020 Newsletter 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 

 
Sundays August 2-16 

Continuation of Worship Series: 
“Beguiled by Beauty” Cultivating 

a Life of Contemplation and 
Compassion 

 
Sunday, August 2 
Holy Communion 

(safe sacrament with pre-
packaged elements) 

Sermon: Abyss, Mystery, and 
Wonder 

 
Sunday, August 9 

Sermon: The Beauty of a World 
without a “Why?” 

 
Sunday, August 16 

Sermon: From Beauty to 
Compassion and Justice 

 
Sunday, August 23 

Sermon: How Great Your 
Harvest? 

 
Sunday, August 30 

Sermon: Be the Kind of Person 
that Every Team Wants 

Kitty O’Meara’s untitled poem has been shared 
from Australia to Kalamazoo, a “silver lining” 
perspective on the pandemic.  As I share it I want 
to also say that the medical and economic crises 
of this pandemic are devastating to millions of 
patients, caregivers, bereaved families, essential 
workers, and those who have lost their livelihood.   

We continue in prayer for all who are suffering the many painful effects of 
COVID-19.   
 
That being said, I appreciate the author’s gifted way of seeing and 
naming some golden opportunities, blessings, and hopes for the world in 
2020 and beyond.  In the spirit of our current worship series, may I 
suggest that you read this poem slowly and savor it?  Look for the beauty 
in this poem, and let it be a spiritual gift to you. 
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug 
 
And the people stayed at home 
And read books 
And listened 
And they rested 
And did exercises 
And made art and played 
And learned new ways of being 
And stopped and listened 
More deeply 
Someone meditated, and someone 
prayed 
Someone met their shadow 
And people began to think differently 
And people healed. 
And in the absence of people who  

Lived in ignorant ways 
Dangerous, meaningless and 
heartless 
The earth also began to heal 
And when the danger ended 
and  
People found themselves 
They grieved for the dead 
And made new choices 
And dreamed of new visions 
And created new ways of living 
And completely healed the 
earth 
Just as they were healed. 
                     - Kitty O’Meara  

Come to Vespers (informal worship) Wednesday at 7pm  Expect hymn singing, prayer, scripture, 

& testimony, as the Spirit moves us.  Gather in the church parking lot, near the basketball goal, un-

der the shade trees.  Bring your own chair.  Hymnals will be provided.  July 29, Aug. 12, 26 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well, healthy and finding relaxation in the beautiful 

sunny weather, although it has been a bit hot! I was fortunate to be able to spend 11 days 

at our family cottage on beautiful Mullett Lake in July. Since we have been sharing a 

worship series called “Beguiled by Beauty,” I was even more entranced by the setting and 

heritage of the cottage and I thought I would 

share some of its story.  

It was built in the early 1920’s by my great-grandfather at a time 

when it took 2 days to travel there as opposed to the 4 hours it 

takes today (not many paved roads). The cottage was rustic, with 

no insulation, but soon they added a bathroom as Great-Grandpa 

Ralston didn’t want my great- grandma to have to use an outhouse. 

There was a toilet and a sink that sat over the pump. There was no 

bathtub, so the family bathed in the lake, babies in a porcelain tub in the kitchen. Each bedroom sported a 

ceramic chamber pot under the bed for nighttime needs. The pump, which was still there when I was a child, 

was very loud. It scared me to death when it came on. I would flush and run so that “monster” under the sink 

would not grab me! The kitchen had an icebox, a sink, and an oil stove. 

There is a dining room, living room with a fireplace, plus an upright 

piano that is well over 100 years old.  We have a screened-in front 

porch across the whole front of the house. The porch swing still hangs 

from the ceiling. I fondly remember getting up early with my grandma 

and eating breakfast on the sunny front porch, watching the “sparkles” 

on the lake and the ducks swim by.  

Upstairs there was a large room with 4 

partitioned bedrooms and a large sleeping porch on the front. Over the 

years, my grandma and her brother renovated the bathroom and added a 

bathtub.  They upgraded the kitchen with marlite paneling, a better sink/

counter unit, a refrigerator, and an electric stove.  They enclosed the front 

porch with windows and screens, 

insulated the first floor, and covered the 

outer walls with knotty pine. The furniture 

has changed through the years, but the upstairs remains today pretty much 

as it has been for almost 100 years.  

The cottage (nicknamed “The Whistling Post” by great-grandpa since the 

train whistled as it went by our road) has been cherished by 6 generations 

of our family. The beguiling beauty of our special place has been a true gift 

from God to revive our spirits, relax, watch children grow, commune with God in nature, and love each other.   

Amidst these troubling times of pandemic illness, violence, mistrust, and political warfare, I pray you all find 
your special place to be with God, and find the beguiling beauty still in our world. (And enjoy the worship 
series online, or in person!)    
                                                                                
                                                                                                                  Happy August!   
 
                                                                                                                 - Rev. Sherry 
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August 4, 2020 ELECTION NOTICE 
 
The League of Women Voters publishes non-partisan Voter Guides.  You can see the Oakland County 
edition at www.lwvoa.org.  Scroll down and find “Voter Guides” on the left side.  Click on it, then choose any 
election for which you want information.  The resource shows standard questions and responses given by all 
candidates in their own words. 

 
 

Please Complete the 2020 U.S. CENSUS Today 

 
Your participation helps our community get a full count and obtain access to 
programs that benefit our community.  You can respond to the Census on-line, 
by phone, or by mail.  Go to www.census.gov.  Need help?  Please call the 
church office if you need assistance, and we’ll do our best to guide you. 
 

 
 
Barn Ministry/Furniture and Appliance Ministry 
 
To continue this ministry, we now partner with the St. Vincent DePaul 
Society of St. Mary of the Snows Catholic Church, here in Milford.  We 
receive donations of furniture and appliances, store them in the barn at 
Milford United Methodist Church, and they are delivered by members of 
the St. Vincent DePaul Society.  If you want to help with this ministry, 
make a donation, or ask for assistance, please contact Nikki Morantes at 
248-830-0726, or Sheila Lengel at 810-919-8015. 
 
 
 
Dear Milford United Methodist Church, 
 
As you may be aware, the national organization of the Boy Scouts of America has filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy in order to restructure its nonprofit organization and pay Sexual Abuse Survivors who were 
abused during their time in scouting.  Sexual Abuse Survivors include anyone who was sexually abused 
during their time in Scouting on or before February 18, 2020.  We are requesting your assistance in notifying 
anyone you are in contact with who may have been involved with Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, or any entity or 
activity associated with Scouting.   
 
You will find a short one-page notice enclosed, which provides additional information about the bankruptcy 
case and the deadline to file claims by November 16, 2020.  You can also obtain further information and 
materials by visiting www.OfficialBSAclaims.com or calling 1-866-907-2721.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Official BSA Claims Agent 
 

(Continued on next page) 

http://www.lwvoa.org
http://www.census.gov
http://www.OfficialBSAclaims.com
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“White Fragility – Why It’s So Hard for White People to 

Talk About Racism” 

     That is the title of a book written by Robin Diangelo.  My youngest daughter 

introduced it to me and it has led to discussions with my other family members.  

     I have only read through the first 3 chapters in this last month.  It has taken me 

time to digest it, causing me to really think about racism within myself and how racism 

has worked systemically through history.  

     Before I started engaging with this book, I really didn’t understand what was meant 

by “systemic racism.”  Diangelo helps the reader get a glimpse into this by looking at 

the American women’s struggle for suffrage.  It illustrates how “institutional power 

transforms prejudice and discrimination into structures of oppression.”  

     How has racism affected my own assumptions, attitudes, or language?  I feel like I have only begun to 

remove the crunchy skin of the outside of an onion.  It’s not so easy to “peel off,” because it sticks so tightly to 

the next layer.  I can’t say I “like” peeling off the skin, but it is the necessary work to get to the soft part. 

     I am glad Marsha suggested this book to me and invited me to a Zoom discussion with folks from all over 

the country.  I am glad we used this book as a focus for discussion in our Stephen Ministry meeting this 

week.  I am glad that the Sisterhood group will also be entering in a discussion of racism using this material 

later this year.  I believe this is necessary work if we want to make the changes that are needed to break 

through racism. 

     I encourage you to get a copy for self- education and reflection.  Just like the work we share in fighting 

COVID-19, in the effort to transcend racism, we are all in this together. 

                                                                                  Love and peace, Marianne McMunn  

Michigan Bishop David Bard to Serve as Bishop in 

Minnesota 

 

Due to the general decline in church membership, the North Central 

Jurisdiction (from The Dakotas to Ohio) will reduce the number of bishops 

here from 9 to 8.  There are two bishops retiring and, due to the pandemic, no 

new bishops are being elected in 2020.  Thus an interim plan was made to 

cover all 9 episcopal areas until the new configuration takes effect.  Michigan’s Bishop, David Bard, will serve 

as bishop for both Michigan AND his home State of Minnesota in the calendar year 2021.   

 

Related Statistics: As of December 31, 2018, Michigan had 122,701 members in 754 congregations (average 

of 163 members per congregation). Minnesota had 60,664 members.  Milford UMC has 270 members on our 

official membership list.   

News from our Friends Preschool & Kindergarten  

Please keep our early childhood program in your prayers as we are opening in the last 

weeks of August. Our classrooms will be a bit different, as we will have classroom sizes of 

10 children or below. We will check temperatures for children and adults as students arrive. Each classroom 

will be self-contained. Friends is following all of the regulations and advisories from the State of Michigan.  

Please let your family, friends and neighbors know that we are taking registrations. Questions and comments 
are welcome. You may call Robin Fletcher (248-787-4921) to learn more about our mission.  
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Meet Up and Eat Up  

In the Age of COVID-19 

by 

Katy Weeks 

COVID-19 has changed a lot of everyday life and the Commerce Meadows Mobile Home Park 
summer lunch ministry known as “Meet Up and Eat Up” is no different.  While we normally start 
serving lunches in mid-June when school lets out for the summer and the children are no longer 
receiving free lunches at school, this year we did not begin until July 6th because the schools were 
providing food at the mobile home park.  When the school contract ended on June 30

th
, Meals on 

Wheels began its food service contract and we began serving. 

The second change is we are serving both breakfast and 
lunch.  And more importantly, we serve only two days a week: 
Mondays and Thursdays.  On Mondays, we serve breakfast and 
lunch for three days—Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday—and 
on Thursdays we serve breakfast and lunch for Thursday and 
Friday and snacks for Saturday and Sunday.  As you can imagine, 
this is a LOT of food.  For example, on Monday, for each child 
we served three main meals in individually-sealed TV-dinner 
type trays, six cartons of milk, three individual boxes of cereal, 
six cups of fruit, a hot dog bun, and a condiment packet.  Each 
child had 20 items to carry home!  This is a lot for a child to 
carry, so we had large bags to give them as well.  Examples of 
main meals include fish sticks with rice and green beans, hot 
dogs with beans and coleslaw, and chicken strips with corn and 
potato wedges.   

Another huge difference is that this year we have been serving entirely 
outdoors.  This requires that we set up on a picnic bench near the 
parking lot with half a dozen coolers filled with ice to keep the meals 
cold and safe to eat.  The temperature has been in the 90s this week, so 
having enough ice is vitally important.  I also had to admonish the 
children to be sure to take the food straight home and put it in the 
refrigerator so it would not spoil. 

Since we do not have to prepare the food nor clean up afterwards, we have needed fewer 
volunteers to serve, which has been a blessing since congregating in large groups is discouraged 
during the pandemic.  Judy Culbertson and I have been able to manage by ourselves. 

So far, we have been serving about ten children per day.  This is a far cry from the 30-50 children 
per day we were serving last summer.  However, we have seen many familiar faces and are 
pleased to continue to be able to help the families in this uncertain time. 

At this time, we are not planning on doing back-to-school backpacks filled with supplies for several 
reasons.  I had about a dozen backpacks leftover from last year, and I have already gifted those to 
the ten children who have been attending the lunch.  While we might begin to serve more children 
as the summer continues, I do not think the numbers will greatly increase due to our limited serving 
dates and families’ reluctance to risk exposure.  Thus, every child who has been coming regularly 
has already received a backpack, so there is no need to collect more supplies. 

Meet Up and Eat Up has changed in almost every way.  The one way it has not changed is we 
continue to serve needy families in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  Even in pandemics, God is faithful and 
so are we.  
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Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance Committee 

Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from 

Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.                                  

Congratulations on Baby Arrivals 

Atticus Quinn, born to Tommy and Amanda Quinn, made his first visit to church on Sunday, July 19, 2020.  

Welcome Atticus! 

George and Amy Holton first visited our church just before the pandemic began.  Their baby arrived June 

12, 2020.  Welcome to Carmen Holton!  Congratulations to her parents! 

Judy Culbertson became a Great Grandmother to Delilah James Huff.  Congratulations, Granny! 

Bob and Margaret Leibler became Great, Great Grandparents to Mackenzie. Congratulations on this rare 

blessing! 

Church Garden 

We are grateful to have a 

fruitful church garden right 

now.  Thirteen or more people 

have collaborated this year to 

pray, till, prepare the 

seedbed, donate seeds, 

donate potted plants, plant, 

transplant, water, weed,  

mulch, mow the fence line, tie-up branches,  weed 

some more, donate boxes for transporting fruit, pick 

the ripe produce, and deliver the harvest to 

Community Sharing.  It looks like “God’s Garden” is  

producing a “bumper crop” this year.  Thank you to 

all, and let me know if you want to help!  - Pastor  

IN OUR PRAYERS—  

Joys:  

New Prayers:  Linda Fraser on the loss of her moth 

Liz Fraser; Michael Opfer, son of Ron Opfer had can-

cer surgery & is recovering at home;  Becky King for 

God’s comfort on the loss of her father; Patty Bailey 

who is Bill Crawford’s neighbor-brain surgery; Roger 

Clemens’ friend, Kurt Achenbach, who is suffering 

from degenerative heart disease and kidney failure. 

Continuing Prayers:  Nancy Bassett, Patty Harvey, 
Virginia Jeffers, Rachel Kaplan, Jean Kellner, Marga-
ret Leibler, Nancy London, Jodie, Rebecca Mar-
quardt,  JoAnn Pliska, Nancy Robinson,  Ron Tribble, 
Rebecca Uribe, David Wheeler, New Sawtrol UMC 
(sister church, Liberia).    

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing 
Care:  Bob Campbell, Elizabeth Gordinier, Carol  
Hawkinson, Pat Heidt,  Ray Michaels, Patsy Patter-
son, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan, Bert & Norma 
Weening. 

Military Service:  Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, 
Middle East;  Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force; Sean 
Konczal, Navy, DC3, serving on the Abraham Lin-
coln.  Others deployed?  Please notify the church 
office. 

Prayer Chain:   We forward prayer requests to our 
prayer chain by email.  To join, please contact the 
church office. 

*Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the September Newsletter is August 15th 
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. 

For more information call Thesia Wolf, 

248-310-8798 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the 
church office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8/2 Cristiano Bruletti 

8/2 Lori (Fletcher) Schwartz 

8/2 Aiden Verhey 

8/3 Carol Hawkinson 

8/5 Callie Laurent 

8/7 Ieasha Shufflebarger 

8/10 Nancy London 

8/10 Leon Wenger 

8/13 Christopher Antrim 

8/14 Robert Leibler 

8/14 Linda Lutz 

8/15 Sharon Peterson-Moshenko 

8/18 Carly Atkeson 

8/19 Robert Campbell 

8/19 Rebecca Marquardt 

8/20 Amy Radeka 

8/21 Brandon Uribe 

8/22 Quinten Smith 

8/23 Tim Bonnewell 

8/23 Lu Gierhart 

8/25 Carol Shaver 

8/29 Vicki Smith 

8/30 Linda Sturgeon 

8/31 Hunter Darrah 

8/31 Vickie Katchever 

8/11/06 Steven & Stacy Atkeson 

8/18/84 Tim & Debbie Bonnewell 

8/21/93 Doug & Amy Radeka 

8/29/81 Michael & Sue Shove 

 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we 

can celebrate your birthday or anniversary 

in our newsletter.  You don’t have to be a 

church member to be included! *** 
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Stephen Ministers Are 

There to Care. . . 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained 

care givers for people who are going through a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or 

relationally.  Are you lonely, experiencing a 

crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You 

don’t have to suffer alone. Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to listen, care for and 

encourage you, pray with and for you, and 

provide confidential one-to-one Christian care 

to help you through whatever it is that you are 

facing. To find out more about Stephen 

Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Joan Wilson 

248-431-0041. 

August 2020 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 
August 2-16 Continuation of Worship Series:  
“Beguiled by Beauty: Cultivating a Life of  
Contemplation and Compassion” 
                Produced by Dr. Marcia McFee 
 
August 2 Holy Communion 
Psalm 135:1-3, 13-21 “Abyss, Mystery, and Wonder” 
 
August 9  
Song of Songs 4:1-7  
“The Beauty of a World without a ‘Why?’” 
 
August 16 Isaiah 52:7-10 
“From Beauty to Compassion and Justice” 
 
August 23  
Matthew 13:18-23  
“How Great Your Harvest?” 
 
August 30  
Acts 16:1-5  
“Be the Kind of Person that Every Team Wants” 

Sunday Servants 

August 2 

Ushers:   Al Worrell, Linda Fraser, John Robinson, 

John Moore 

Liturgist:  Nancy Ebert 

Counters:  Linda Fraser & Al Worrell 

 

August 9 

Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, Doug  

    Radeka 

Liturgist:  Barb Harris 

Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 

 

August 16 

Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton, Ron Opfer 

Liturgist:  Rev. Sherry Foster 

Counters: Teresa Gierhart & Lu Gierhart 

 

August 23 

Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari 

Liturgist:  Marianne McMunn 

Counters:  Juanita Rogers & Phyllis Motley 

 

August 30 

Ushers: UMW 

Liturgist: Judy Culbertson 

Counters: Jim VanDeventer & Nancy Weeks 

 

Sunday Servant Team Leads: 

Greeters: Cinda Everhart 

Ushers: Larry Shaver 

Liturgists: Judy Culbertson 

Counters: Nancy Weeks 

Church Staff 

   Ministers—All members of the church 

   Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

   Deacon—Rev. Sherry Foster 

   Worship Leader/Music Director—Keith Prestridge 

   Nursery Care Director—Audine Morris 

   Friends Preschool Director—Robin Fletcher 

   Office Manager—Pat Loder 

   Custodian—Margie Butson 


