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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Worship: 9:30 Traditional, 11:00 Contemporary 

July 2020 Newsletter 

Doug’s Discoveries—   
    Imperfect People 
 

Upcoming Events 

 
Sunday, July 5 

Holy Communion 
(safe sacrament with pre-

packaged elements) 
 

Sunday, July 12 
Introduction of new sermon 
series: Beguiled by Beauty 

 
Sunday, July 19 

Octogenarian Sunday 
We honor friends aged 80+ 

Wear your Easter Bonnet (see 
pg. 3) 

 
Sunday, July 26 

Sermon: Awakening to Beauty, 
Falling in Love with the World 

 
 
 

I’ve discovered that we do ministry imperfectly in an 
imperfect world, but it’s a great privilege to be part of 
God’s work in people’s lives.   
 
One of my favorite old preachers in the Michigan 

Conference these days is The Right Reverend Thomas P. Macaulay, 
sometime our District Superintendent in the former Ann Arbor District.  He is 
well known for an exceptional wit, and he did not disappoint when last we 
gathered as the Michigan Conference on March 7, 2020.  Hundreds of clergy 
and lay members were in the Albion College Chapel to act on a proposal 
related to a crucial concern in our denomination.  
 
As Bishop David Bard led us in worship and official business, we came to a 
time of debate.  The house struggled a while, debating procedural matters, 
until the beloved old preacher stood up (Rev. Tom Macaulay), and put it in 
perspective.  He said, “My late grandfather was a local pastor, long ago, and 
he gave me some advice I think applies in our present deliberations.  He 
said, ‘If you want something done perfectly, please don’t involve people.’” 
 
Right now, the Church is doing ministry in a pandemic that has taken away 
some of our cherished activities.  Even Milford Memories has been 
cancelled.  Is nothing sacred?!  So, we’ve been reinventing the church, from 
Holy Communion to roasted corn!  Please forgive us when we struggle or 
seem to not have it all together.  We DON’T have it all together, but we carry 
on, asking for God’s grace as we help each other Connect with God, Grow in 
faith together, and Serve others.  
 
“But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this 
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.” – St. Paul 
in 2 Corinthians 4:7   
 
I love you all,  
 
Pastor Doug 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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MUMC Furniture & Appliance Ministry in Transition 

 

This mission serves many people in need in our area, in collaboration with Community Sharing.  

Carla Gorton, long-time coordinator of this ministry, retired from the role of Barn Coordinator in early Spring, 

2020.  By late spring, Carla came out of retirement to keep this ministry of compassion going in the transition.  

Thank you!  Starting this summer, our local St. Vincent de Paul Society, a Catholic charity, will coordinate the 

ministry.  To help with this ministry, make a donation, or if you need furniture or appliances, please contact 

the MUMC church office.  St. Vincent’s will announce a new phone number later, but for now, contact our 

MUMC Church Office, 248-684-2798. 

 

July 19 Octogenarian Celebration/Easter Bonnet Sunday 

 

Since the scriptures instruct us to honor our elders, it’s our tradition, every other July, to celebrate seniors 

aged 80 and above.  We will automatically include church members if we have their date of birth.  If you are 

not a church member, please let us know if we can add you to this “Honor Roll.”  We invite all octogenarians 

to lend us a self-portrait that we can share on Octogenarian Sunday.  It could 

be a picture of you at any stage of your life.  Please get it to the church office 

by July 13, and be sure to attach your name with the photo.   

Easter Bonnets: If you’d like to wear a colorful hat, or an “Easter Bonnet” to 

church, you are especially welcome to do so on July 19.  As we celebrate our octogenarians, some of them 

will remember when wearing fancy hats was popular in many churches. 

 

July 12 – August 16 Series: “Beguiled by Beauty: 

 

Cultivating a Life of Contemplation & Compassion” Ps. 27:4 “One thing I ask of you, one thing I seek,  

that I may dwell in your house all the days of my life, to gaze on your beauty and to meditate in your Temple.” 

 

This six-week worship series was created by Worship Specialist, Dr. Marcia McFee, creator of the Worship  

Design Studio, a resource used by over 1,000 churches. It is based on a book by the same name, by 

theologian Dr. Wendy Farley, PhD.  Practicing the contemplation of Divine Goodness, we experience God’s 

goodness and love toward us, and we practice ways to return that love. 

 

The series uses the anchor image of wind chimes and professionally produced videos to awaken our senses  

to God’s goodness.   In our troubled world, we need the peace of Christ and the great inner calm we can 

receive, or enter by contemplation.   Listen for the wind chimes and tune your heart… awaken yourself to 

God’s presence and the goodness all around us.  Find greater peace and let the compassion of Christ fill 

your heart. 
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COVID-19 Safety Measures at Worship/Holy Communion at Home 
 
“Stay Home, Stay Safe” is still a good choice for many people, and we bless you if that is where you decide to stay  
on Sunday mornings this summer.  We are open for worship, and we are following the recommended safety 
measures.  We have plenty of room to practice social distancing in the church.  We ask you to wear a mask as 
you enter the building, and for seating, please follow the direction of the ushers.  For Holy Communion Sunday, 
July 5, we have ordered pre-packaged Holy Communion elements.  They will be offered to you as you enter the 
sanctuary.   
 
Those worshiping at home are invited to share in the breaking of bread. Set a small piece of bread before you and 
have a time of prayer.  Give thanks for bread and for the body of Christ.  You might say The Lord’s Prayer, or 
confess your need of Christ’s saving grace.  We will include “at-home” worshipers as we bless the communion in 
the sanctuary.  You may practice “Communion in One Kind,” which is receiving the bread, not the cup.  When 
worship is over, please do not linger in the building, and please maintain social distancing outdoors as well.  We 
want to assure each person that their safety is important here.  We miss you and bless you wherever you pray. 
 
Caring Phone Calls  
 
Thank you to each of you who has made one or many caring phone calls during the Coronavirus Pandemic.  
Since we can’t visit house to house, please continue making use of your phone as a way to stay connected and a 
way to live the gospel command to “Love one another.”  If you need a copy of the church directory, just ask Pat in 
the church office, 248-684-2798. 
 
Drive-In Church and Re-opening the Sanctuary 
 
Thank you for helping us offer outdoor worship on June 7 and 14.  We were blessed with nice weather, except the 
wind was a challenge for our pianist, Dave Ebert.  Thank you to all who are helping us sustain our on-line worship 
services and those helping us re-start worship services in the sanctuary.  It’s a team effort, and we thank YOU for 
your contributions, skills, time, and service. 
 
Spring Work Bee 
 
Thank you to the Board of Trustees and other volunteers who weeded the flower beds, installed fresh 
mulch, and completed other projects at Spring Clean-Up.  The church grounds look great!  Special 
thanks to Roger Clemens, current chair of our Board of Trustees.  It was a busy spring for Roger, and 
we appreciate all the ways he’s helped us navigate hurdles and sustain our ministries during the pandemic.   
 
Small Group Meetings at Church 
 
Small Groups are now scheduling activities at church: church teams and committees, recovery groups, Bible 
Study, Stitching for Others, etc.  Before you resume or begin a new activity, check with the church office for safety 
protocols and to schedule a meeting space.  Some groups are meeting outdoors at church for added safety.  In 
the building, please wear a mask and practice social distancing.  Outdoors, please maintain social distancing.  
Even when you feel you are not in danger, please show respect to others who may feel that they are at risk or 
they are taking great caution to protect other people in their lives. 
 
Church Council and Finance Committee Meeting July 9 
 
While our church building was closed, our Church Council has been represented by the Lead Team, which was 
elected last fall to act as an executive committee of the Council: Two Lay Leaders, Chair of the Trustees, Chair of 
the Church Council, Pastor, and Deacon.  They have communicated by text message and video conference.  We 
thank them for their service.  The full Church Council will meet at church on July 9 at 6:00 p.m., under the portico, 
weather permitting. If you have business for the agenda please contact Bette Knedgen, 810-923-7741. The 
Finance Committee will follow at 7:00 p.m. the same night, also outdoors, weather permitting.  
 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee Meeting July 16 
The SPRC has also communicated electronically this spring and hired our new office manager, Pat Loder.  This 
committee will meet at 7:00 p.m.   
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IN OUR PRAYERS–  
 
New Prayers: Wayne Loder, Ron Tribble 
 
Continuing Prayers: Glen & Mary Avers, Nancy 
Bassett, Patty Harvey, Virginia Jeffers, Jean 
Kellner, Margaret Leibler, Nancy London, Jodie, 
Rebecca Marquardt, JoAnn Pliska, Rebecca Uribe, 
David Wheeler, New Sawtrol UMC (sister church, 
Liberia). 
  
Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing 
Care: Bob Campbell, Elizabeth Gordinier, Carol 
Hawkinson, Pat Heidt, Ray Michaels, Patsy 
Patterson, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan, Bert & 
Norma Weening.  
 
Military Service: Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, 
Middle East; Lt. Col. Eric Harris, USMC, Japan; Lt. 
Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force; Sean Konczal, Navy, 
DC3, serving on the Abraham Lincoln. Others 
deployed? Please notify the church office.  
 
Prayer Chain: We forward prayer requests to our 
prayer chain by email. To join, please contact the 
church office.  

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

The Monthly Treasurer’s 

Report is available from the Finance Committee 

Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-787-6417 or from 

Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 mobile.                                  

*Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the August Newsletter is July 15th 

Welcome to Our Staff 

We are celebrating the appointment of Pat 

Loder to our church staff. Pat has worked in 

the office as a volunteer for several years and 

has now agreed to become our Office 

Manager. She is active in our church 

community, an experienced Stephen Minister, 

and designer/writer/keeper of our newsletter, 

web page, and social media communications. 

We are indeed blessed. This was probably the 

easiest decision SPRC has ever made and we 

hope you will send Pat your greetings and 

congratulations. 

Kelsey Paulus-Shufflebarger 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 

                HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY  

                 TO VIRGINIA JEFFERS 

                   BORN JULY 22, 1920 

 

Virginia is from Ohio, but worshiped with us in 

recent years since she came to Milford to live 

with her niece, Sally (and Bob) Schiemann, 

who are long-time members of MUMC.  

 

Virginia has been unable to attend worship 

for a while and suffers from memory loss.  

Cards are most welcome at Virginia Jeffers, 

c/o Bob & Sally Schiemann, 331 Riverwood 

Trail, Milford, MI 48381. 

Heritage District News:  

 

Our District Superintendent, Rev. Elizabeth Hill, 

retires on June 30, 2020.  Our new D.S. is Rev. 

LuAnn Rourke, pastor of Port Huron First UMC.  
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. 

For more information call Thesia Wolf, 

248-310-8798 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the 
church office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

7/1 Kayla Shufflebarger 

7/5 Margie Butson 

7/7 Virginia Orr 

7/9 Erika Dee 

7/9 Frank Henry Fisher 

7/9 Phil Harris 

7/12 Emil Tonello 

7/13 Steven Peacock 

7/17 Hudson Briggs 

7/18 Gail Bourns 

7/18 Carol Cronk 

7/19 Marvin Delaney 

7/20 Sally Schiemann 

7/21 Sherry Foster 

7/21 Lauren Whitlock 

7/22 Norman Bourns 

7/22 Virginia Jeffers 

7/25 Laura Bonhard 

7/25 Kelley Cerny 

7/25 Bryant Dee 

7/28 Keith Prestridge 

7/28 Nicholas Smith 

7/30 Cheryl Smith 

7/31 Kaitlyn Gorton 

7/07/01 Al Worrell & Linda Fraser 

7/10/93 Carl & Carol Hawkinson 

7/11/58 John & Virginia Orr 

7/11/64 George & Juanita Rogers 

7/16/60 Roger & Marcia Watkins 

7/22/06 Brian & Heather Stevens 

7/23/11 Justin & Katie Thompson 

 

*** Please let our church office know if we 

can celebrate your birthday or anniversary 

in our newsletter.  You don’t have to be a 

church member to be included! *** 
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CHURCH STAFF 

    Ministers– All members of the church  

    Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

    Deacon -  Rev. Sherry Foster 

    Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge           

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher

 Office Manager—Pat Loder 

 Custodian-Margie Butson  

Stephen Ministers Are 

There to Care. . . 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained 

care givers for people who are going through a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or 

relationally.  Are you lonely, experiencing a 

crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You 

don’t have to suffer alone. Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to listen, care for and 

encourage you, pray with and for you, and 

provide confidential one-to-one Christian care 

to help you through whatever it is that you are 

facing. To find out more about Stephen 

Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Joan Wilson 

248-431-0041. 

July 2020 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features 

 
July 5 Holy Communion 
(safe sacrament with pre-packaged elements)            
Matthew 11:16-19, 28-30 
            “The Proof is in the Pudding” 
 
July 12 Ezekiel 31:3-7 Series Introduction: 
“Beauty, Contemplation, and Radical Compassion” 
 
July 19 Octogenarian Sunday: 
We honor friends aged 80 and above. 
Psalm 16: 7-11  “We Are Made for the Beloved” 
“Easter Bonnets Anyone?”- You are invited 
to wear a pretty hat to church if you like. 
 
July 26 Psalm 147:1-11  
“Awakening to Beauty, Falling in Love with the 
World” 

Sunday Servants 

July 5 

Ushers:  John Moore 

Liturgist:  Judy Culbertson 

Counters:  Linda Fraser & Al Worrell 

 

July 12 

Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, Doug  

    Radeka 

Liturgist:  Gary Herwick 

Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 

 

July 19 

Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton, Lance 

Oberg, Ron Opfer 

Liturgist:  Rev. Sherry Foster 

Counters: John Olari & Doug Holloway 

 

July 26 

Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari 

Liturgist:  Lu Gierhart 

Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 

 

 

Sunday Servant Team Leads: 

Greeters: Cinda Everhart 

Ushers: Larry Shaver 

Liturgists: Judy Culbertson 

Counters: Nancy Weeks 


