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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Worship: 9:30 Traditional, 11:00 Contemporary 

June 2020 Newsletter 

Doug’s Discoveries—   

Upcoming Events 
 

Drive-In Worship 
Sundays, starting June 14 

9:30am Traditional 
11am Contemporary 

 
 On-line worship is still 

being offered from 
www.MilfordUMC.net and 
on the church Facebook 

page @MilfordUMC. 
 

If you have a prayer 
request contact Pastor 
Doug on his cell phone 

248-875-8009. 

I’ve discovered that life finds a way.  I’ll mention 

only a few examples, but today’s nature 

enthusiasts have an amazing world to explore, and 

nature photographers + mass media have given 

our generation easy access to wonders that the 

ancients never witnessed.   Life takes many forms 

and doesn’t give-up easily.   

 

Most plants bear seed annually, but titan arums, native 

to the Indonesian rain forest, typically bloom every ten 

years.  The bloom lasts for 24 – 36 hours and often 

includes a strong fragrance that smells like rotting 

flesh, which attracts pollinators.  A Chicago botanical 

garden recently had a surprise bloom from one of their 

eight titan arums, and people waited in line over an 

hour to catch a glimpse of the 

rare flower.  The Holland 

Rainbow Rose offers an 

unusual show of many bold, contrasting colors. 

I love the determination 
represented by this tree 
thriving atop a lonely pillar of 
rock.  I wish I could throw a 
rope around that tree, climb up 
the pillar, and sing praise to God for giving such life to 
the world.     
 
The unstoppable tree somehow sent a root across to 
the mainland.  I marvel that it survived dry spells in the 
scorching sun and long months below freezing.  It is a 

testimony without words.  Likewise the global society is going through a 
long season of epidemic viral infection.  Some 350,000 people have died, 
and millions are threatened by sickness, loneliness, and financial 
distress.   
 
If you are struggling to live through this time, I pray the determination of 
this amazing tree will inspire your spirit of faith and perseverance.    

Continued on page 4 
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

Happy June! I am so glad to see all of the green plants and grass, hear the birds, and feel 

some sunshine on my face and warmer air in the breezes! 

It feels like I have been in a cave most of the last three months. I have ventured out to my 

daughters' homes and the grocery store a few times, but being a people person, it’s hard being 

alone so much. The zoom meetings with church people and family have been the highlight of 

many days, and needed to pushback the loneliness and lethargy that enveloped me as well as 

the desire to sleep too much. If you have had some of these feelings during the quarantine, 

know that you are not alone. We are all in this together, and God is with us! (I am saying this for myself too since 

we all need reminding at times.) 

I am sure we are all frustrated and fed up with conflicting news, disobedience of orders, and frustrating 

contradictory reactions of leadership and people alike. This is a new experience for all of us. There are still many 

unknowns about this virus and how to treat it seems to change day by day. God knows what needs to be done. I 

believe that we need to humble ourselves and pray for him to show us the way, not just Christians, but all of the 

human race. We have seen that this is bigger than us, that we don't have the answers. God awaits our requests. 

I want to share a post I saw on Facebook with you as something to remember when you feel down or 

discouraged. 

Me: Okay, God, here's the thing. I'm scared. I'm trying not to be, but I am. 

God: I know. Want to talk about it? 

Me: Do we need to? I mean, you already know. 

God: Let's talk about it anyway... We've done this before. 

Me: I know, I just feel like I should be bigger or stronger or something by now. 

God: *waiting patiently, unhurried, undistracted, never annoyed. 

Me: Okay. So, I'm afraid I'll do everything I can to protect my family and it won't be enough. I'm afraid of someone 

I love dying. I'm afraid the world won't go back to what it was before. I'm afraid my life is always going to feel a 

little bit unsettled. 

God: Anything else? 

Me: EVERYTHING ELSE. 

God: Remember how your son woke up the other night and came running down the hall to your bedroom? 

Me: Yes. 

God: You were still awake, so when you heard him running, you started calling out to him before he even got to 

you... remember? Do you remember what you called out to him? 

Me: I said, "You're okay! You're okay! You're okay! I'm here." 

God: Why did you call to him? Why didn't you just wait for him to get to your room? 

Me: Because I wanted him to know that I was awake, and I heard him, and he didn't have to be afraid until he 

reached the end of the dark hallway. 

God: Exactly. I hear you, my child. I hear your thoughts racing like feet down the dark hallway. There's another 

side to all of this. I'm there already. I've seen the end of it. And I want you to know right here as you walk through it 

all, you're okay. I haven't gone to sleep, and I won't. 

Me: *crying. Can we sit together awhile? Can we just sit here a minute before I go back to facing it all? 

God: There's nothing I'd love more. 

AMEN!!! 
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The Church Office is Changing: Kelley Resigned 

 

Our part-time Office Manager, Kelley Cerny, accepted an unexpected offer of a full-time position elsewhere, 

with benefits.  We were blessed by her 6 years of outstanding service here.   The Staff Parish Relations 

Committee meets on June 4 to plan our response to this change.  For now, phone calls to the church office 

are automatically forwarded to Pastor Doug’s cell phone.  He will check the office email account weekly, so if 

your message is time-sensitive, please send it to pastordoug@milfordumc.net, which he checks daily. 

 

Servant Leaders Recognition July 12 

 
Our church is blessed by generous souls who support the church by their prayers, presence, gifts, service 

and witness.  Some are elected as church officers, with recognized responsibilities.  We pray for them each 

January as a new year begins.  Others are not elected, but they serve in vital roles of church leadership.  We 

will recognize these Servant Leaders on Sunday, July 12. 

 

Octogenarian Celebration July 19 

 

We’ll honor people age 80+ in our July Newsletter and on Sunday, July 19.  We’ll include members and 

friends who were included last time (July, 2018).  If you want us to recognize someone else, please send 

their name, date of birth, a short paragraph bio, and a photo, to the church office by June 15.  

 

Need a Physical Lift out of a Bed or Chair… or off the Floor? 

 

The Fire Department can provide “Lift Assistance.”  If you know someone living at home but needing 

assistance to get out of bed or get to the bathroom, call for information on “Lift Assistance” from the Milford 

Fire Department, 248-684-2335. 

 

Peace with Justice Sunday, June 14 

 

Your gifts advocate for peace and justice in the U.S. and globally.  Empower United Methodists to speak out 

for removing structures that harm God’s children.  Create opportunities for freedom and equal opportunity. 

 

People Appreciate the On-line Worship Videos from our Church 

 

In recent weeks, Isabelle Tulk called some people in our congregation.  She asked how they are and asked if 

they’d like a copy of The Upper Room devotional guide.  Some reported to her that they are very pleased 

with the on-line worship services.  One said, “If I feel lonely or blue, I watch worship again.” 
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Let the scriptures likewise give you hope and perseverance in every struggle you face.  In Romans 7 & 8, St. 
Paul describes the battle we fight against sin and death.  He shares his own inner conflict between his desire 
to do good and his struggle with temptation.  These two natures in us he labels the spirit and the flesh.  In 
Romans 8:6 he says, “To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace.”  In 8:11 he exclaims, “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.” 
 
Whatever your struggle, dear brothers and sisters, I pray God will raise you above it with the same power 
that raised Christ from the dead.  Life finds a way! 
 
I love you all,  
 
Pastor Doug 

 

UMCOR Response to COVID-19 Crisis 
 
Our United Methodist Committee on Relief is responding to the crisis in our country and around the world.   
If you want to contribute to the UMCOR COVID-19 Relief Fund, you can do so on-line or write a check to our 
church and write “UMCOR/COVID” on the memo line. 

When Will We Meet at Church for Sunday Worship?  
 
In late May, the Lead Team announced that Drive-in Worship will begin at our church on June 14.  
We will continue the on-line worship videos.  Our Board of Trustees will meet on June 4 and consider 
requirements for small group meetings at the church.  I want us to re-enter the sanctuary when our safety 
measures are clear and ready, and when the experience can be uplifting, and we’ll want to come back the 
next week and invite a friend.  Here are some comments from a panel of United Methodists leaders: 
 
We surveyed 2,200 people and found that 50% of respondents do not want to return until July or later.  They 
expect that on-line attendance will remain larger than in-person attendance in many churches and that it will 
take a year for in-person participation to reach pre-COVID-19 levels.  We aim to keep people safe, build 
community, and serve the vulnerable.   
 
We are working on excellence in the on-line worship experience and ways to welcome those participants 
into the in-person congregation after the pandemic.  We will ease into in-person worship, and we will care for 
those who’ve had a traumatic experience.  We do a lot of phone caring, and we work with mental health 
experts.  We are excited that on-line church is entering people’s home lives.  Lots of on-line resources have 
been created and are being shared as a result of these circumstances.   
 
Treat your in-person service like a re-start.  We won’t simply go back to the church we were.  Re-invent your 
congregational life.  Re-evaluate your ministries so you can do what is needed now and in the year ahead.  
Take care of your own mental health and take care of each other while we are going through a season that 
requires us to learn so much so fast and adapt to new needs and opportunities.  Re-frame the re-start, not 
as one event of a return to church, but a series of steps to adapt to the changing needs and opportunities for 
ministry.  We are not in control, so trust in God and keep walking by faith.   
 
Next Steps: On June 7, we’ll have a “Soft Start” of Drive-In Worship: Ton that day, one service at 11am, led 
by the praise band.  Limited to 30 cars.  Please request a reservation by contacting Pastor Doug, then wait 
for a confirmation.  When we have 30 cars, we’ll announce it is full.  Others can worship on-line and join us 
June 14, when the full schedule begins: 9:30am Traditional and 11am Contemporary.  We will have a 
parking plan for optimum sight lines, and you will listen to the service via your FM radio in the church parking 
lot.  Please plan to stay in your car, but you may use the restroom inside as needed.  Please wear your face 
mask to enter the church.  Disposable masks will also be available near the church entrance.  - Pastor Doug 

Continued from page 1 
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Garrett Dee 

Garrett is graduating Summa Cum Laude from Walled Lake 

Western High School. He earned a National Merit Scholarship 

Commendation. Garrett was a four year member of the WLW Football 

Team and was named to the Michigan Academic All State Football 

Dream Team for 2019-20. Garrett was also a four year member of the 

WLW Varsity Track Team, the WLW Wind Ensemble on Trumpet, and 

the Jazz Band. He plans to attend the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor 

this fall to major in Architecture.  Garrett is the son of  Del & Karin Dee. 

Nicholas Smith 

Nick is graduating from Lakeland High School. He is a Britt Perrotta 

Sommerfield Scholarship award winner. He has played Clarinet for 

seven years and was in Lakeland’s Wind Ensemble for three years. Nick 

has played soccer for 13 years, all four years while at Lakeland and was 

captain of the team in his senior year. He plans to attend the University 

of Michigan this fall and will study Industrial Engineering. Nick is the son 

of Tom & Cheryl Smith and brother to Max and Quinn. 

Andrea Blake Bruletti 

Andrea is a graduate of Lakeland High School class of 2020. His future 

plans are undecided but he is interested in possibly joining the Marines. 

Andrea is the son of Emmanuel & Tracy Bruletti. 

Jarrett Worrell 

Jarrett is a graduate of South Lyon East High School and 

plans to attend Schoolcraft College. Jarrett is the son of Brien 

Worrell. 

Tenley Worrell 

Tenley is a 2020 graduate from Northville High School and 

plans to attend Eastern Michigan University and study 

Criminology. Tenley is the daughter of Brien Worrell. 
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Katja Olari 

Katja graduated with a Bachelor of Science Nursing Degree from Northern 

Michigan University.  She graduated Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 gpa and 

was awarded the Outstanding Clinical Practice award and the Outstanding 

Nursing Graduate for 2020.  She was also inducted into the Nurses Honor 

Society.  She plans on taking her national nurse's licensing exam sometime 

in June and hopes to land a job as a pediatric oncology nurse or pediatric 

ICU nurse.  Katja is the daughter of John & Regina Olari and granddaughter 

of Bob & Jan Olari. 

Rev. Hill Retirement 

Our Heritage District Superintendent, Rev. Elizabeth Hill, 
is retiring on June 30, 2020.  In a district, the 
Superintendency Committee functions like the Staff 
Parish Relations Committee of a congregation.  They 
have planned a SURPRISE card shower for Reverend 
Hill’s retirement.  All are invited to send her a card to 
express gratitude for her ministry or congratulations and 
best wishes.  You can address each card/note to: 

Rev Elizabeth Hill 
c/o Dar McGee 
Heritage District Office 
900 S. Seventh St., Suite One 
Ann Arbor, MI  48103 

We would love 

to have your 

help for the 

spring clean-up 

being held from 

8am-noon on June 13. There will be all types of 

jobs. Anyone needing additional information 

should call Roger Clemens at: 248-390-0469. 

Atticus Urban Quinn is the 

name of the little one born 

to Tommy and Amada 

Quinn on May 4, 2020. 

Atticus made his arrival 

early so he weighed in at 

only 3 lbs. 9 oz. but he’s getting bigger and 

stronger each day. Atticus’s daddy is our drummer, 

Tommy. 



7 

*Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the July Newsletter is June 15th 

If you have a Phone, You Can Call into the Church Fellowship Zoom Meetings 

 

Every Wednesday, at 11am and 7pm, we offer a “Check-In” meeting, available 

by video conference call on Zoom and accessible by telephone.  The same is 

true of our Sunday Virtual Coffee Hour at 10:45am. 

 

To join the call by video conference call, click on the hyperlink associated with 

the particular meeting time.  To join by voice only… by telephone… call the 

phone number indicated below, and be ready to respond to the prompts when 

they ask for the Meeting ID and password for that event.  Note that you complete these numbers with the 

pound sign, #.  (Calling with a cell phone, you start with the area code, not a 1.) 

 

Wednesday 11am 

MUMC Check-In Wednesdays 11am 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://michiganumc.zoom.us/j/543803146?pwd=R3poR1lxRmkxdFZKcnNjUDIvcjRZUT09 
Dial  1 312 626 6799  

Meeting ID: 543 803 146# 

Password: 206525# 

 

Wednesday 7pm 

MUMC Check-In Meeting Wednesdays 7pm 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://michiganumc.zoom.us/j/938886211?pwd=MzVQQkUyOHptbFhtTW05SFVoaVhzdz09 
Dial 1 312 626 6799  

Meeting ID: 938 886 211# 

Password: 006885# 

Sunday 10:45am Virtual Coffee Hour 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://michiganumc.zoom.us/j/97038673391?pwd=Mnd2aUZta1o4czNuK1hPUllRQnhaQT09 

Dial 1 312 626 6799  

Meeting ID: 970 3867 3391# 

Password: 759834# 

https://michiganumc.zoom.us/j/543803146?pwd=R3poR1lxRmkxdFZKcnNjUDIvcjRZUT09
https://michiganumc.zoom.us/j/938886211?pwd=MzVQQkUyOHptbFhtTW05SFVoaVhzdz09
https://michiganumc.zoom.us/j/97038673391?pwd=Mnd2aUZta1o4czNuK1hPUllRQnhaQT09
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**UPDATE FROM FINANCE** 

 

It’s May 18th and Stay-at-Home Day 61  at our house and time for a report from Finance to let you know 
what we’ve been doing to sustain our ministry and maintain a healthy budget at the Church. I hope all of you 
are doing well, keeping busy & staying safe. 

 

As of May 15th, our account balance remains in the normal, average monthly range. Deposits in March and 
April were good and enabled us to pay our personnel and keep our accounts current. A big, big THANK YOU 
to all of you as you’ve adjusted your methods of giving by using the mail or our several on-line options. Here 
are some decisions we made to help us as we navigate through this pandemic: 

 

• Applied for a Small Business Grant through Oakland County. As of today, we have not received any 
funds through the grant. 

• Decided NOT to apply for the Federal Payroll Protection Loan because the loan forgiveness portion was 
not guaranteed and the risk of ending up with a loan that had to be paid back was too great to take a 
chance. 

• Asked for and received a 90-day deferral of the principal balance of our mortgage payment making 
interest only payments in March, April & May. 

• The custodian has continued working 3 days a week and using this time to do a lot of deep cleaning 
throughout the church. 

• Reduced services in areas such as trash pickup, Orkin & grass cutting only as needed. 

• Closing of the building & church office in mid-March will result in utility and copier savings in the May and 
June billing cycles. 

• Added 2 new methods to make contribution payments – a payment button can now be found on our 
website & there is now an app for your phone, GIVE+PLUS. Both methods allow you to make direct 
payments to our checking account. To help with fees, you can also check a box during the transaction 
that will add the cost of the fee to your donation. Checking the box is optional. Both are very secure and 
easy to use. 

• In the process of setting up an Amazon Smile account so that a portion of purchases made through 
Amazon will be given back to the church. 

• Attended (listened to) several webinars regarding church finances and how to navigate through this crisis 
and beyond. 

• Committee meetings are being held via Zoom to discuss many items including finance and church 
services. 

 

That brings us up-to-date for now. We continue to 
monitor our accounts on a daily basis and make 
adjustments whenever necessary. Please call me if 
you have any questions or concerns about your 
deposits. Thank you, again, for your support and 
please continue to send in your regular contributions 
so we can sustain our ministries. I am really looking 
forward to seeing you all as soon as it is safe. Take 
care!!! 

 

Nancy Weeks, Finance Committee Chairperson 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

 

As published in the Church 

Treasurer’s report of April 30, 2020, Year-to-

date totals are: Budget $97,197; Income: 

$87,281; Expenses $87,701.  For details and 

context, the entire report is available from the 

Finance Committee Chair, Nancy Weeks, 248-

787-6417 or from Pastor Doug, 248-875-8009 

mobile.                                  
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 Stitching for Others 

Make beautiful prayer quilts w/ this won-

derful fellowship group on Wednesdays 

from 10am to 4pm. All are invited to come 

and help. There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. 

For more information call Thesia Wolf, 

248-310-8798.  Please call first during 

COVID crisis. 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the 
church office.   

 

6/1 Carla Gorton 

6/1 Tyler Katchever 

6/3 Ann Godwin 

6/3 Grace Thomann 

6/6 Elena Glinter 

6/6 Katy Weeks 

6/7 Sue Shove 

6/8 Karin Dee 

6/9 George Rogers 

6/11 Evelyn Rose Whitlock 

6/12 Bill Lorenz 

6/12 Jeff Weeks 

6/16 Logan Kirwin 

6/16 Doug Klingensmith 

6/21 Carson Kidd 

6/26 Laurie Ashline 

6/28 Maureen Bonhard 

6/28 Laura Moffat-Shoberg 

6/29 Marianne McMunn 

6/30 Frank Cronk 

6/1/68 Larry & Carol Shaver 

6/14/86 Bruce & Maureen Bonhard 

6/14/68 Roger & Judy Clemens 

6/14/75 Frank & Carol Cronk 

6/16/61 Norman & Gail Bourns 

6/16/73 Gary & Linda Herwick 

6/18/66 Bob & Sally Schiemann 

6/19/99 Bill & Karen Antrim 

6/19/76 Wayne & Pat Loder 

6/20/87 Todd & Christina Rockwell 

6/22/18 Tim & Katie (Loder) Jones 

6/22/13 Ron & Jessica Harris 

6/23/73 Leon & Mary Wenger 

6/25/00 Mike & Nancy Bassett 

6/30/51 Bob & Margaret Leibler 
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CHURCH STAFF 

    Ministers– All members of the church  

    Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

    Deacon -  Rev. Sherry Foster 

    Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge           

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher

 Office Manager-Kelley Cerny 

 Custodian-Margie Butson 

IN OUR PRAYERS–  
 
New Prayers: Liz Fraser, Grayson Kaber, Tom 
McFarlane, Patsy Mickelwychek, Lance Oberg, 
Atticus Quinn, Emil Tonello  
 
Continuing Prayers: Nancy Bassett, Patty Harvey, 
Virginia Jeffers, Jean Kellner, Margaret Leibler, 
Nancy London, JoAnn Pliska, Rebecca Uribe, New 
Sawtrol UMC (sister church, Liberia). 
  
Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing 
Care: Bob Campbell, Elizabeth Gordinier, Carol 
Hawkinson, Pat Heidt, Bill Lorenz, Ray Michaels, 
Patsy Patterson, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan, 
Bert & Norma Weening.  
 
Military Service: Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, 
Middle East; Lt. Col. Eric Harris, USMC, Japan; Lt. 
Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force; Sean Konczal, Navy, 
DC3, serving on the Abraham Lincoln. Others 
deployed? Please notify the church office.  
 
Prayer Chain: We forward prayer requests to our 
prayer chain by email. To join, please contact the 
church office.  

Stephen Ministers Are 

There to Care. . . 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained care givers for 

people who are going through a difficult time—

emotionally, spiritually, or relationally.  Are you 

lonely, experiencing a crisis, or simply stressed 

by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer 

alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 

listen, care for and encourage you, pray with 

and for you, and provide confidential one-to-

one Christian care to help you through 

whatever it is that you are facing. To find out 

more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of 

the Stephen Leaders: Linda Fraser  248-685-

9308 or Joan Wilson 248-431-0041. 

Kelley’s Korner  

Happy June Everyone! 

I have been enjoying the great 
outdoors these past few weeks as 
the temperature has warmed up. 
Steve and I have been exploring the 
trails near our home in Proud Lake 
State Recreational area. I never 

knew these trails were available! Wooded, hilly, 
flat, marshy all in a four mile hike area. Then we 
enjoyed a long bike ride out from Wixom toward 
South Lyon. Keeping ourselves active along with 
getting those household projects accomplished. I 
am looking forward to getting back to the office 
soon!  Blessings!   Kelley 
 
Editor’s Note -  Kelley’s plans changed after she 
submitted this article.  See page 3. 

Sermon Themes and Worship Features for 
June, 2020 

 
Worship Series Continues “Living As Disciples 
Today” 

 
June 7 Holy Communion 
Graduate Recognition 
Mark 14:32-36 Victory Through Surrender 
 
June 14  
Acts 4:32-37 Stronger Together 
 
June 21 Fathers Day 
Rev. Sherry Foster preaching 
Pastor Doug on Staycation 
 
June 28  
John Olari preaching 
Pastor Doug on Staycation 


