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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

Worship: 9:30 Traditional, 11:00 Contemporary 

March 2020 Newsletter 

Pastor’s Column:  

       Doug’s Discoveries 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, March 1 

Holy Communion, First 

Sunday of Lent, Baked Potato 

Bar (see pg.7) 

 

Sunday, March 8 

Second Sunday of Lent 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

BEGINS 

 

Sunday, March 15 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

Tuesday, March 17 

New Small Group Begins-”We 

Make the Road by 

Walking” (see pg. 3) 

 

Sunday, March 22  

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Consecration Sunday 

Special Guest Speaker—Rev. 

Paul Perez 

 

Sunday, March 29 
Fifth Sunday of Lent, UMCOR 

Sunday 

On vacation in Miami, Florida, I discovered their 
unusual First United Methodist Church.  The 
church recently sold their prime real estate for a 
cool $55,000,000.00! Their pastor is a leader in 
the global Fresh Expressions Movement, which 

has started a church in a canoe livery, a pub, a park, etc.  They’ve also 
started creative ministries in empty church buildings.  In one small town 
the church shrank to only 7 devoted disciples, so they moved worship 
into a smaller space and asked their community what their town needed.  
The community asked for an indoor children’s play space, so the church 
members built it in the underutilized sanctuary and keep it open for the 
public.  The play space is getting lots of use; they’ve made new friends; 
and they’ve welcomed new people into their faith community.     
 
So, what about old Miami First Church?  Like so many churches in our 
time, their congregation has faltered badly.  On February 16, my family 
worshiped at their main service, in an older, rented sanctuary, with less 
than 35 people present!  The new, First UMC is being built by a 
developer: a mammoth skyscraper on their former real estate, with ten 
floors dedicated as church property, for rental income and ministry 
spaces, including an upper floor sanctuary with a spectacular ocean 
view.  The small U.M. congregation has a heart for the homeless people 
of Miami.  For example, this month is their 29th annual foot washing 
service, a popular event where they wash the feet of their needy 
neighbors, give them new shoes and socks, and a meal, and offer them 
a worship experience and a spiritual home.   
 
How might we see “Fresh Expressions” of Church at MUMC?  How can 
we adapt to serve God better in the new world that is quickly emerging 
around us?  Few churches ever get a $55M windfall, every church has 
talents to share and needs to meet and a holy calling to fulfill.  Pray with 
me, church, that we will offer our talents to God as our times require of 
us!  We must not wait for the good old days to return; we must make the 
best of these days.  The past is over.  Tomorrow is an illusion.  The 
precious present is the only reality in which we can take faithful action!   
 
I love you all,  Pastor Doug 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

What are all these special days in Lent? 

Since we have just entered the season of Lent, I want to share some information about the 
special days in the time of Lent. I mean this to inform those who have not practiced those 
special days and to remind those of us who experience them every year of the significance of 

each one.  

Why do people put ashes on their foreheads on Ash Wednesday? 

During the ninth century the church started to use ashes as a public 
demonstration of repentance for sins. It was in 1091, however, that it was 
ritualized. Pope Urban II used ashes to mark the start of a 40-day season of 
Lent, a time when Christians imitate Christ’s 40-day period of fasting. This period 
is said to have prepared Christ for his public ministry.  With the Protestant 
Reformation of the 16th century, the use of ashes generally fell out of favor with 
non-Catholics. Today most “mainline” churches use ashes during an Ash 
Wednesday service. In some churches, the ashes are obtained by burning the 
palms blessed in the previous year’s Palm Sunday service – a time for 
Christians to remember Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem days before he 
was crucified. The ash may be mixed with oil to make them adhere more easily. 

What is Palm Sunday? 

Palm Sunday is the day we celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, one week before His 
resurrection. As Jesus entered the holy city, the crowds waved palm branches and laid them on his path. Palm 
Sunday marked the start of what is often called “Passion Week or Holy Week,” the final seven days of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry.  

What is Maundy Thursday?  

Maundy Thursday is another name for Holy Thursday, the first of the three days of remembrance of the events 
leading up to and immediately following the crucifixion of Jesus. The English word "Maundy" comes from the 
Latin mandatum, which means "commandment." In John's gospel, on the night before his betrayal and arrest, 
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and gave them a new commandment to love one another as he had loved 
them (John 13:34). This is why services generally include the washing of feet or hands. The other three gospels 
record the institution of the Lord's Supper among the events of this night.  Christians therefore have celebrations 
both at the basin and at the Lord's Table. 

What is good about Good Friday? 

On Good Friday we remember the day Jesus willingly suffered and died by crucifixion.  In English, the origin of the 
term “Good” is sometimes believed to have come from “God’s Friday.” Good Friday is an appropriate name 
because the suffering and death of Jesus became the dramatic sign of God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ.   

What did Jesus do on Holy Saturday? 

Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and most mainline Protestant churches teach that Jesus descended to the 
realm of the dead on Holy Saturday to save righteous souls, such as the Hebrew patriarchs, who died before his 
crucifixion. First-century Jews generally believed that all souls went to a dreary and silent underworld called Sheol 
after death. To emphasize that Jesus had truly died, and his resurrection was no trick of the tomb, the apostles 
likely would have insisted that he, too, had sojourned in Sheol.  The Bible says little about the interlude between 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

Some Christians recognize Holy Saturday as the day on which Jesus “rested” from His work of providing 
salvation. Churches that celebrate this traditionally do so by observing a day of somber reflection on the world of 
darkness that would exist without the hope of Christ’s resurrection. 

Easter Sunday 

Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus from the tomb on the third day after his crucifixion. Easter is 
the fulfilled prophecy of the Messiah who would be persecuted, die for our sins, and rise on the third day. 

Continued on page 4... 

https://www.peterlang.com/view/product/28306
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/lent
http://www.palms.org/palmsjournal/2011/vol55n3p117-121.pdf
http://www.palms.org/palmsjournal/2011/vol55n3p117-121.pdf
https://www.gotquestions.org/triumphal-entry.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Passion-Week.html
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New Small Group:   

  “We Make the Road by Walking” 

This new, small group experience is about a quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation 

and Activation.  Beginning Tuesday, March 17, you are invited on a journey as we dig into 

the scriptures and engage with discussion questions designed to challenge, stimulate and 

encourage.  Author Brian McLaren is a faith provoking theologian that has inspired me for 

years.  We will meet from 7:00pm to 8:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month 

at the church.  Consider joining together as “We Make the Road by Walking.”  The book by 

this title can be ordered through Amazon.com or you may contact Marianne McMunn, 

group facilitator, to order it for you.   Please call Marianne at 248-875-3783 with any questions you may have.  

     PROTOCOL OF RECONCILIATION AND GRACE THROUGH SEPARATION 

 

This “protocol” is a proposal that The United Methodist Church have a peaceful church split.  It is not a 

decision we have made; it is a proposal that will likely come before the May 5-15, 2020 meeting of The 

General Conference of The United Methodist Church in Minneapolis, MN.  This democratically elected body 

has the authority to set church policy.   

 

The protocol was developed by high level leaders on a 16-member team with diverse opinions.  The protocol 

aims for a peaceful separation so that “Methodists” of all convictions can continue their mission.  It calls for 

the formation of a new denomination with traditionalist policy on human sexuality.  Conferences and 

congregations could vote to leave The UMC, join that new denomination, and keep their property.  There are 

other proposals on the subject of human sexuality and church policy, but this one, released on January 3, 

2020, claimed attention because it called for separation, whereas other plans have proposed ways to hold 

the whole church together, despite our different views on such policies. 

 

Please know that you are welcome to discuss this subject with me if you like.  I want to serve faithfully as 

your pastor, whatever your views on this matter, but as I have announced previously, I want to be part of a 

church that allows qualified persons who identify as LGBTQ to serve as clergy or be married by our clergy in 

our churches.  I’d be glad to discuss the subject with you, including the biblical and theological differences 

that have led to this potential separation in our beloved church.   

 

Grace and peace to all, 

 

Pastor Doug   

 

P.S. We will have more information to share after the March 7 Special Session of The Michigan Annual 

Conference and the May 5-15 General Conference in Minneapolis.  Please hold your church in prayer! 
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 Live a God-Pleasing Life! 
The Live a God-Pleasing Life! stewardship program is here! 

 

Stewards living a God-pleasing life are managers of all of God’s creation. As owner, God calls us to be 
responsible stewards all through life.  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).  

We often feel inadequate and unprepared for the tasks God places before us. Our strength is in the Lord. 
The Apostle Paul made that point very clear as he gave praise for God’s power within us: “Now to him who is 
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen” (Ephesians 3:20-21). As stewards living a God-pleasing life, we welcome our opportunities for 
stewardship and give all the glory to God. 

This month we will study the series: “Live a God-Pleasing Life!” in our worship services and Bible study 
sessions. We will discuss faith as the foundation for stewardship, for it is only through faith that we can 
please God. We will delve into the important role that discipleship holds in our lives as obedient stewards. 
We will study the Scriptures to learn how generosity is the hallmark of grateful stewards responding to the 
love and generosity of God. Our stewardship program emphasizes the grace of God who has called us to 
faith and continues to sustain us. Let this be our prayer: 

 

“May the God of peace . . . equip you with everything good for doing his will.  
May God work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 13:20, 21). 

 

Please make every effort to attend both the worship services and the Bible study sessions during these 
three Sundays. May God give you the grace to continue the faithful stewardship of the many blessings that 
God has entrusted to your care. 

 

Pastor Doug 

Remembering the resurrection of Jesus is a way to renew daily hope that we have victory over sin and grace to live 
the new life of God’s kingdom. 

The early Christians began remembering the Resurrection every Sunday.  In A.D. 
325, the Council of Nicaea set aside a special day just to celebrate the 
Resurrection. Finally, the Council decided Easter should be celebrated on the Sunday 
following the first full moon after the vernal equinox. This is still the method used to 
determine Easter today, which is why some years we have Easter earlier than other 
years. 

Blessings to you all during Lent and beyond.  May we use this season to contemplate, 
pray and enrich our relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Sherry  

Rev. Sherry Continued from page 2... 
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. 

For more information call Thesia Wolf, 

248-310-8798 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the 
church office.   

 KURTZ ELEMENTARY PARTNERSHIP 

 

In early February, Principal Steve Chisik wrote a nice letter to our congregation.  He 

expressed his respect and heartfelt thanks to our church for supporting some of their 

needy families over the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.  He said such outreach  

“provides our students and their families with a sense of normalcy, especially during the 

holiday season… Thank you for all you have done as a group, to support our staff, students, and families.  I 

could not be more pleased with our partnership ad I’m looking forward to the work we will do together in the 

upcoming weeks, months, and years!  Regards, Steven Chisik.”   

Nice work MUMC, and special thanks to our partnership coordinator, Ann Koss.  Way to go! 

EASTER HATS – just for fun! 
 

Would you like to wear an Easter Bonnet and maybe add some bright colors to our field of view?  This is a 

popular tradition that many people still enjoy, but they don’t want to be the only one sporting a pretty hat.  

So, I invite you to choose a hat this year and wear it to church on Easter Sunday, April 12.  I’m sure you 

won’t be the only one!   - Pastor Doug 

Daylight Savings Time  

Begins on March 8 

Remember to set your clocks forward  

one hour 
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Stephen Ministers Are There to Care. . . 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained care givers for people who are going through a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or relationally.  Are you lonely, 

experiencing a crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer alone. Our 

Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and for you, and 

provide confidential one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that you are 

facing. To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: Linda 

Fraser  248-685-9308 or Joan Wilson 248-431-0041. 

 

Barn Ministry Scheduled to Close 
 
Carla Gorton has served God faithfully and selflessly as Coordinator of the 
MUMC Barn Ministry for many years.  Thank you, Carla, for your example 
of washing the feet of God’s friends in need!   
 
As of March 31, 2020, Carla is retiring from that mission.  As of this 
printing, no one has offered to coordinate this ministry.  If that is still the 
case on March 31, the ministry will be closed.  What is it?  We receive 
donated furniture and appliances.  When people seek assistance from 
Community Sharing, if they need furniture or appliances, they call our church and tell our office what they 
need.  Our office staff tells the Barn Ministry Coordinator what is needed.  The coordinator knows the 
inventory and responds directly to the person in need to arrange pick-up (if there is a donated item) or 
delivery.  Delivery was for many years led by our member, Emil Tonello, who recently moved to Cadillac, MI.  
Others have nobly supported the delivery effort, but in addition to a new Coordinator, in order to provide 
delivery service going forward, we would need additional people to step up their involvement.   

*Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the April Newsletter is March 15th 

In Our Prayers — 

 

Continuing Prayers:  Nancy Bassett, Patty Harvey, Virginia Jeffers, Jean Kellner, Margaret Leibler, Nancy 
London, Jodie, Rebecca Marquardt,  JoAnn Pliska, Rebecca Uribe, New Sawtrol UMC (sister church, 
Liberia).     

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care:   Bob Campbell, Elizabeth Gordinier, Barb Harrison, 
Carol  Hawkinson, Pat Heidt,  Bill Lorenz, Ray Michaels, Patsy Patterson, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan, Bert 
& Norma  Weening. 

Military Service:  Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East;  Lt. Col. Eric Harris, USMC, Japan; Lt. Col. 
Andy Apsey, Air Force; Sean Konczal, Navy, DC3, serving on the Abraham Lincoln.  Others 
deployed?  Please notify the church office. 



7 

 

  United Methodist Women 

      March Schedule 
       (all women are invited to any or all of the activities) 
  God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1 

  

 March 5– 9:30 am—Executive Board 

 March 6– Noon to 1 pm World Day of Prayer, Milford UM Church 
 March 12– 7:00 pm UMW Gathering Luke Project –52 Clinic (see story this page) 
 March 20– 10 am Clara’s Helping Hands Circle, Parlor 
 March 24– 7 pm Mary Martha Circle, Hostess: TBA, Parlor 
 March 28–  9 am Heritage District UMW Spiritual Prayer Brunch (see story this page) 
 March 29– Greeters and Ushers                          (additional UMW news on page 8) 

Realizing that the infant mortality rate in Detroit has 
reached 13.1 deaths per 1000 live births, far more 
than twice the national average and reminiscent of 
infant mortality rates of third world countries, four 
years ago Rev. Brad Garrison created the Luke 
Project 52 Clinic. He will be speaking at Milford 
United Methodist Church Thursday, March 12 at 7 
p.m. and provide insight into the program which 
provides free compassionate care and even 
transportation to the well over 400 clients who live 
within a 43 mile radius of Detroit where Luke Project 
52 clinics are held. 
 
The program, which serves the uninsured and under
-insured, provides free pregnancy testing, lab work,  
access to a free pharmacy (Rev. Garrison is also a 
licensed pharmacist), infant care to 12 months, 
ultrasounds, and transitions to midwifery at Hutzel 
Hospital. The program, funded by grants and 
donations, has more than 120 volunteers, and 
partners with the Detroit Health Dept. for 
immunizations, and the nursing school at Concordia 

University in Ann Arbor, providing clinical experience 
to their students. 
The program’s name comes from the biblical 
reference to Luke, Chapter 9, which talks about 
Jesus feeding 5,000 people with five loaves of bread 
and two fish. Rev. Garrison is quoted as saying “He 
will provide everything we need to do and what we 
are called to do to provide compassionate care. Our 
job is to bring those resources to God and see what 
kind of miracle he will do.    
. 
“We’re here to save babies, change lives, and help 
churches build communities.” 
 
Luke Project 52 hopes to open a second clinic in 
Flint this year. 
 
Stop by MUMC Thursday, March 12 at 7 p.m. to 
learn more about this amazing project and what it 
has accomplished with the help of Jesus and his 
followers. 
 

Luke Project 52 

“Can You Hear Me Now? Listening to God’s Call” is the topic of Guest Speaker Jeanette Harris at the Heritage District 
UMW Spiritual Prayer Brunch Saturday March 28. The event is being held 9 am to Noon at the Dixboro United Methodist 
Church, 5221 Church Road, Dixboro near Ann Arbor. 
 
A member of Metropolitan United Methodist Church for 36 years, the speaker’s personal journey is a demonstration of 
one person’s response to being called by God. Open to both men and women, event registration is $12 through March 
14 and $15 thereafter.  Registration fee covers costs associated with the event. MUMC will provide car pooling, meeting 
at the church at 8 a.m.  Call Linda Sturgeon at 248-685-8806 for more information involving the event, registration, and 
car pooling. 

Heritage District UMW Spiritual Prayer Brunch 
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3/3 Ethan Kirwin 

3/4 Madison Gurke 

3/4 John Orr 

3/5 Karen Antrim 

3/5 Judy Culbertson 

3/7 Craig Mitchell 

3/7 Doug Radeka 

3/9 Jessica Harris 

3/12 Gary Herwick 

3/13 Grant Marquardt 

3/14 Judy Clemens 

3/14 Brendan Shove 

3/14 Dana Shove 

3/15 Cheryl Damman 

3/15 Eric Smith 

3/19 Brooke Bruletti 

3/19 Jeana Marquardt 

3/19 Sue Tonello 

3/20 Barbara Harrison 

3/22 Ray Laurent 

3/23 Ron Tribble 

3/24 Alexandra Andersen 

3/24 William Antrim 

3/24 Regina Olari 

3/28 Kathryn Glinterr 

3/28 Justin Thompson 

3/29 Donna Caswell 

3/31 Thesia Wolf 

Baked Potato Bar! 
The Missions Committee 
will be hosting the spring 
Baked Potato Bar at MUMC 
on Sunday, March 1, 
immediately following the 
2nd service. 
 
Suggested donation of $6 per individual or $20 for 
a family.  Provides support for missions! 

Reminder— 

Clean out closets, cabinets 

and basements! The 

annual Rummage/Clothing 

Sale is May 21-23. Drop off 

and set up: May 18-20 

3/10/84 Doug & Marianne McMunn 

Iron Men 

The Iron Men will have a Men’s trip to Grace 

Adventures Friday, March 27—Sunday, March 29. 

Contact John Olari for further information. 

UMW Information continued 

2020 Milford United Methodist Women’s Program 
Booklets are available at the Welcome Center. Find 
out when and what we are doing for this coming year! 
Come and be a participant and join in fellowship. 

FYI—World Thank Offering (since 1881), gives one 
an opportunity to let our thank yous to God be 
blessings for others, as we contribute our coins. The 
funds collected during the year are used for mission 
work in the United States and the world. The 
container can be kept in a prominent place, and each 
time you are thankful to God for His blessings, place 
an offering in the container. Containers: table by the 
sanctuary door. As it fills up the coins can be given to 
our United Methodist Women treasurers: Lu Gierhart 
or Virginia Orr. 
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March, 2020 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features  
 
March 1 Holy Communion, First Sunday of Lent 
Revelation 4:1-11 “Paying Attention” 
 
     Sermon Series: “Living a God-Pleasing Life” 
 
March 8 Second Sunday of Lent 
“Faith is the Foundation” 
 
March 15 Third Sunday of Lent 
“Discipleship is the Path” 
 
March 22 Fourth Sunday of Lent, Consecration 
Sunday: “Generosity is the Hallmark” - Special 
Guest Preacher, Rev. Paul Perez 
 
March 29 Fifth Sunday of Lent, “Getting Lost on 
Purpose.” UMCOR Sunday observed (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) 

 

Kelley’s Korner  

 

Hello Everyone! 

I receive calls weekly requesting a 
phone number or address from one of 
you wishing to reach out to another 
member of the congregation with a 
call or card which I think is wonderful! 

We have a database we use 
whenever we reach out to the 

congregation that has our member and friends 
names, addresses, phone numbers, email 
addresses etc… 

My request to you all, is, if you have a change of 
phone number, drop your land line in favor of using a 
cell phone only, add or change your email address, 
have a change of address, or perhaps you are 
snowbirds heading to warmer climates for the winter 
and receive mail at your location, would you keep 
me up to date?   

I do my best to keep this information current, but 
your help would be even better! 

Also, I still have the Kindle in my office Lost and 
Found, awaiting its owner! 

Have a wonderful month! 

Kelley 

Sunday Servants 
 
March 1 
Greeter:  9:30 Worship: Jan Page 
    11:00 Worship: TBD 
Ushers:  Julius Glinter, John Moore 
Liturgist:  Katy Weeks 
Counters:  Roger & Judy Clemens 
 
March 8 
Greeter:  9:30 Worship: Julie Cohen 
               11:00 Worship: Marianne McMunn 
Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, Doug  
    Radeka 
Liturgist:  Linda Sturgeon 
Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Carla Gorton 
 
March 15 
Greeters:  9:30 Worship: Karen Nelson 
                 11:00 Worship: TBD 
Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton, Lance 
Oberg, Ron Opfer 
Liturgist:  Rev. Sherry Foster 
Counters: Nancy Weeks & Lu Gierhart 
 
March 22 
Greeter:   9:30 Worship: John & Marilyn Moore 
                11:00 Worship: Barb Harris 
Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari,  
Liturgist:  Sue Shove 
Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 
 
March 29 
Greeter: UMW 
Ushers: UMW 
Liturgist: Judy Culbertson 
Counters: John Olari & Doug Holloway 
 
Sunday Servant Team Leads: 
Greeters: Cinda Everhart 
Ushers: Larry Shaver 
Liturgist: Judy Culbertson 
Counters: Nancy Weeks 
 
Noisy Offering: Stephen’s Ministry 
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Finance Committee 

CHURCH STAFF 

    Ministers– All members of the church  

    Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

    Deacon -  Rev. Sherry Foster 

    Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge           

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher

 Office Manager-Kelley Cerny 

 Custodian-Margie Butson 


