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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

February 2020 Newsletter 

Pastor’s Column:  

       Doug’s Discoveries 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, February 2 

Holy Communion  

 

Sunday, February 9 

Scout Sunday, Cherry Pies 

Ready for Pick-up (see pg. 7) 

 

Saturday, February 15 

Parent’s Night Out (see pg. 7) 

 

Sunday, February 16 

TBD 

 

Sunday, February 23 

Transfiguration Day 

 

Tuesday, February 25 

Pancake Dinner (see pg. 8) 

 

Wednesday, February 26 

Ash Wednesday Service  

7-7:30pm 

 

Sunday, March 1 

Holy Communion, 

10:30 Stewardship Seminar 
 

Draw the Circle Wide or  
Why Do We Draw Circles? 

 

I’ve discovered the late Edwin Markham, Poet Laureate of Oregon, 1923-
1931.  He’s most famous for these four immortal lines: “He drew a circle 
that shut me out- Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.  But love and I had the 
wit to win: We drew a circle and took him In!” 
 
We naturally set people in categories, perhaps in our subconscious mind.  
It shapes the way we respond to persons, ignore them, or discount their 
importance.  Our country once officially counted some neighbors as only 
three-fifths of a person.  Some  of our ancestors were thus discounted.   
Others meanwhile enjoyed the full status of personhood. 
 
Praise be to our Lord Jesus Christ, who came proclaiming liberty to the 
captive, deliverance for the oppressed, good news for the poor, and 
inclusion for the marginalized.  This was Jesus’ first recorded “sermon” in 
his hometown synagogue (Luke 4:18, 19).  I believe the radical, 
unconditional love of Jesus transcends the laws of exclusion found in 
some verses of the Bible.  Some people give equal weight to all Bible 
verses and advocate that we love everyone but restrict certain rights of 
certain persons because of restrictive scriptures.  The same “biblical” 
arguments were once used to rationalize slavery.   
 
You may have been taught to give equal weight to all scriptures, but I 
want to offer another way of loving scripture and faithfully following Jesus 
Christ, without drawing circles that exclude.  If you would like to explore 
this topic with me, please let me know.  If this kind of love for all makes 
you feel nervous or angry, please pray for me, and then let me know if 
you’d like to explore  the topic together.  Grace and peace friends. 
 
I love you all,  
 
Pastor Doug 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

Rev. Sherry is on vacation. Her column will return next month. 

 

 

How Much Does it Cost to Operate the 

Church Building? 

 

We could add the costs of insurance, custodian 

compensation, pest control, various permits, salt 

for the water softener, snow plowing, salt 

spreading, lawn service, minor repairs, and major 

repairs, like roofing.  It all adds up, but here’s 

how much we paid for utilities alone in 2019: 

 

  Electricity $15,528 

  Gas            10,716 

  Water           3,832 

                          $30,076 

 

Our wonderful Trustees and “Men with Tools” replaced several toilets in 2019, which were 

malfunctioning and thus wasting water.  I expect we will thus spend less on water in 2020.   

 

It is wonderful that hundreds of people enter the church building each month.  In 2020, I ask that we 

all try to conserve energy and water use at church.  Let’s see if we can keep utilities costs below 

$30,000.  After all, money spent on running water is “down the drain.”   This is another way to be 

faithful stewards of God’s Church. 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

As published in the Church 

Treasurer’s report of 

December 31, 2019, Year-to-date totals are: 

Budget 308,247; Income: 293,335; Expenses 

296,083.  We paid our 2019 Ministry Shares of 

40,322 in full!  Thank you for your gifts!  

Mortgage balance 162,551.  For details and 

context, please see the entire report on the 

bulletin board in the office hallway, or inquire for 

more information.  The January 31 Treasurer’s 

Report will be published in early February.    

                                – Summary by Pastor Doug 

Annual Giving Program, March 1-22, 2020 

 

As recommended by our 2018 consultation and the prescription we adopted for our church, we 

skipped the Annual Giving Program last fall and are switching to a spring date for the Annual Giving 

Program.  Nancy Weeks, Church Finance Committee Chair, will coordinate the campaign, which is 

called, “Live a God-Pleasing Life!”  The program is published by Parish Publishing and is based on 

Hebrews 13:20, 21, “May the God of peace… make you complete in everything good so that you 

may do his will… that which is pleasing in his sight.”  We will invite you to complete an Estimate of 

Giving Card on Sunday, March 22.  
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Nametags 

We encourage you to wear a 

nametag at church because they 

help us learn names, but they are 

optional.  If you want a new church nametag, write a 

request in the attendance register or contact the 

church office. 

Church Garden This 
Spring? 
 
Last summer we harvested 
vegetables every Tuesday 
for about 7 weeks and gave 
the produce to Community 
Sharing for distribution to 
needy neighbors.  Please let 
me know if you want to help 
us have a garden in 2020.   
– Pastor Doug 

The General Conference of The United Methodist Church  
 
The General Conference sets policy for our denomination.  Approximately 1,000 elected delegates 
will gather in Minneapolis, May 5-15, 2020.  They will receive proposals and take action to sustain 
or change church policy.  Since 1972, there has been a high profile debate in our Church over 
policies related to human sexuality.  In January, 2020, 16 high level leaders published a new 
proposal for consideration by the General Conference.  Whereas earlier proposals sought a way to 
keep the denomination together, this proposal is a plan for peaceful separation in which United 
Methodists of all convictions could continue their mission.   
 
The details are still being completed, and we can expect to see more news stories on this subject in 
the months ahead.  The plan provides for the formation of a new, traditionalist denomination that 
would uphold the current policies, which do not allow for persons who are LGBTQ to get married in 
our churches or serve as clergy.  The plan expects that the remaining denomination would change 
the policy, allowing LGBTQ marriage and ordained ministry.  Please note that this is only a proposal 
and is only one of the proposals to be considered by the General Conference.  Feel free to ask me 
questions or engage me in conversation about it.   – Pastor Doug 

Africa University News 

 

Africa University is an accredited United Methodist-

related school in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe, West 

Africa.  It offers degree programs in three colleges: 

Health, Agriculture, and Natural Sciences; Business, 

Peace, Leadership, and Governance; and Social 

Sciences, Theology, Humanities and Education, plus 

various masters and doctoral programs.   

AU is launching a Doctor of Ministry program in 

Military Chaplaincy, designed for Africa.  Military 

chaplains are needed, but the vocation is uncommon 

and somewhat misunderstood.  The program seeks 

to aid the ongoing transformation of the military in 

Africa.   

 

We support AU through our giving to the General 

Fund at MUMC.   The annual cost of supporting one 

undergraduate student is just under $6,000. Your 

faithful giving in 2019 helped us pay our Ministry 

Shares in full.  Thank you!   
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 Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, 

crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. 

For more information call Thesia Wolf, 

248-310-8798 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the 
church office.   

MUMC IRON MEN 
  Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens 

iron, so one man sharpens another.” 

 

IRON MEN (formerly known as 

The Men’s Club) is a fellowship- 

based group of Christians that 

does mission work within our 

church and the community.  We have three major 

annual fundraisers: homemade cherry pie sale in 

February, homemade apple pie sale in October, and 

the corn and lemonade booth at Milford Memories in 

August.  All funds are channeled back to various 

missions, programs, church budget needs, and 

special projects.  We receive support from members 

and “honorary” non-members, regardless of age or 

gender, and would not be able to do Christ’s work 

without the involvement of our congregation – Thank 

You! 

In 2019 we channeled funds to the Michigan 

Conference Reach Multiply Network, Sanctuary 

Update, Ice Cream Social, Appalachian Service 

Project, Church Picnic, Ministry Shares (formerly 

Apportionments), Church Utility Bills, and Sound / 

Video System Updates. 

Anyone is welcome to join us or participate in all 

events.  So, come on out and join us, helping us 

grow so that we may do more work in Jesus’ name – 

becoming Disciples of Christ! 

CHURCH OFFERING/CONTRIBUTION 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Several of you have asked about how to go about 
making contributions to the church. As you know, 
the offering is collected at both services on Sunday. 
At that time, you may deposit your contribution in the 
plates that are passed around. Checks, cash & coin 
are welcome – just make sure you identify yourself 
and if you want the contribution designated for a 
particular fund so that you get proper credit for it on 
your personal contributions statement.  All 
undesignated or unidentified contributions are 
deposited into the General Fund. 

Direct Deposit (Electronic Funds Transfer) or On-
Line Giving is available for your use and we 
encourage you to take advantage of this service. 
Amounts designated by you are withdrawn from your 
bank account on the 15th and/or 30th of each month. 
It is convenient and makes budgeting your 
contributions easy to do. Please talk to Marilyn 
Motschenbacher, 248-634-7357, for more info. 

Retirees who must take Required Minimum 
Distributions (RMD) from their investment accounts 
each year may be able to realize tax advantages by 
assigning that distribution to our church. 
Contributions made in this manner can be done 
monthly, quarterly or as an annual lump sum and 
you can designate which church accounts they are 
to be credited to.  Please contact Marilyn 
Motschenbacher regarding this type of contribution 
and as always, contact your Financial Advisor first to 
find out if this is an RMD method that you can take 
advantage of.  

RECYCLE BIN 

Our church now has our own light green recycle bin 
that we can use to dispose of items that can be 
recycled. It is located outside the side kitchen door. 
The bin is picked up each Tuesday by the Village of 
Milford trash disposal company at no cost to the 
church. Please use this bin to dispose of church 
items that can be recycled such as cardboard, paper, 
aluminum cans and glass. There is a graphic on the 
top of the bin that lists what can and cannot be 
recycled. Styrofoam and plastic bags are NOT 
allowed in the recycle bin. Unfortunately, we can’t 
accept personal recycling from your home due to the 
size of the recycle bin. 
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Barn Ministry Program 
 
At the rear of the church property there is a barn that houses a church 
mission program - a furniture and appliance ministry - for distribution to 
community members in need of assistance. 
 
After nearly 25 years of service, Carla Gorton is retiring as coordinator for 
MUMC’s furniture and appliance ministry. Emil Tonello, who moved up 
north last year, also helped coordinate the program for many years. Carla 
recalls fondly the service as a great joy in her life helping so many people 
in our community. She remembers working with people who could not afford their own furniture, children who 
had been sleeping on the floor, families with no furniture on which to sit or kitchen tables where the family 
could eat together. These are just a few of the needs right in our community where the furniture and 
appliance barn was there to help. 
 
Thank you to both Carla and Emil for their unwavering dedication to this program. 
 
By March, MUMC will need a new coordinator so this church missions program can continue. The 
coordinator receives donation information through the church office, and arranges pickup of the donated item 
for delivery to the barn. And finally, delivery of items to those in need who have either contacted the church 
or Community Sharing. Items are received from church members and people in the community. The 
Coordinator does not have to lift heavy items. 
 
Please contact Carla at 248-563-0819 and she will be happy to train anyone who has an interest. Additional 
volunteers are needed for this program. 

*Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the March Newsletter is February 15th 

In Our Prayers — 

 

New Prayers:  Jeff Ranck 

 

Continuing Prayers:  Marsha Argo, Nancy Bassett, Patty Harvey, Virginia Jeffers, Jean Kellner, Margaret 
Leibler, Nancy London, Jodie, Rebecca Marquardt,  Karen Nelson, JoAnn Pliska, James Raymond, Rebecca 
Uribe, New Sawtrol UMC (sister church, Liberia).    

 

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care:   

Bob Campbell, Elizabeth Gordinier, Barb Harrison, Carol  Hawkinson, Pat Heidt,  Bill Lorenz, Ray Michaels, 
Patsy Patterson, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan, Bert & Norma Weening. 

 

Military Service:  Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East;  Lt. Col. Eric Harris, USMC, Japan; Lt. Col. 
Andy Apsey, Air Force; Sean Konczal, Navy, DC3, serving on the Abraham Lincoln.  Others 
deployed?  Please notify the church office. 
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Church-School Partnership 
 
Our partnership with Kurtz Elementary students and staff has been growing over the last 
couple of months. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  for the care and generosity 
you have shown for the families at Kurtz through:  

• provisions for Thanksgiving meals for 2 needy families 

• Christmas gifts for 4 families in need - 6 big bags were delivered! 

• ongoing treats 1x/month to show staff we care about them 

generous donations of hats, mittens, etc. *The tree will remain up through January. 

In addition, during November and December several church members participated in the first technology 
classes with 4th and 5th grade student helpers and created fun slide shows. Perhaps they will share with 
you what they did!  

We look forward to more experiences together as we head into 2020!   

 

May God continue to bless us all!  

 

Ann Koss, Debbie Bonnewell  

Church Security 

The Board of Trustees 
adopted a new Church 
Security policy In July 2018 
that requires all outside 
doors to be kept locked at 
all times. We’re a very 
active church and we 
understand that it may be 
inconvenient to follow this policy. However, it was 
developed at the advice of local and state law 
enforcement. With “active shooter” incidents in the 
news almost every week, many evening meetings 
and Friends Preschool, it’s essential that we all 
cooperate in taking the necessary precautions to 
keep everyone safe, not to mention the liability 
risks of not doing do.  
 
We need all committee chairs, church leaders and 
everyone to make sure outside doors remain 
locked.  To assure that late arrivals can gain 
access, you may need to provide them with a cell 
phone number they can call during your activity.  
Please contact a member of Trustees to explain 
the policy in detail or answer questions. 

Gary Herwick, 248-830-3506 

We have several 

volunteer 

opportunities in which 

we would like you to 

prayerfully consider 

taking on a role. 

Photographer - We 

need a person or 

persons willing to take pictures at church activities. 

The pictures will be used in the newsletter, 

Facebook, and/or the website. If interested please 

contact Wayne Loder - 248-396-3532. 

Furniture Barn Coordinator  - This involves taking 

calls and receiving emails from clients in-need as 

well as people donating items. In addition, must 

coordinate how to get items to the client. If interested 

please contact Carla Gorton - 248-563-0819. (see 

pg. 5) 

Meals on Wheels Drivers - Every five weeks 

MUMC supplies drivers for Meals on Wheels delivery 

in the Milford area. The route has 20-25 meals to 

deliver and takes about 2 hours. In addition to the 

meal delivery the volunteer also provides a daily 

check that the clients are okay. If interested please 

contact Dave Ebert - 248-684-1151. 
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  United Methodist Women 

      February Schedule 
 (all women are invited to any or all of the activities) 

 

 

February 6 - 10:00 am, Clara’s Helping Hands Circle will be meeting in the Church Parlor 

February 25 -  7 pm, Mary Martha Circle will be meeting in the Church Parlor. 

The United Methodist Women’s Circles provide a time of devotion, prayer and fellowship.  They explore how 
women of the Milford United Methodist Church can work together to reflect and spread God’s light and love to 
those around us and the world.  Come, participate and be part of the Milford United Methodist 
Women.  Questions:  Linda Sturgeon – 248-685-8806 

FYI:  Another Way Pregnancy Center is a mission that is supported by this unit.  It is located in Farmington 
Hills.  It’s a non-profit women/men’s care organization.  They provide life-affirming choices by offering faith 
based support and compassion, while encouraging self-respect for those experiencing pregnancy or other 
related concerns.   

SAVE THE DATE:  March 12 , 7 pm,  Brad Garrison, executive director, of the Luke Project 52 Clinic will be 
speaking at Milford United Methodist Church.  This is a mobile clinic for pregnant women who live within a 43 
mile radius of Detroit. The clinics provide free pregnancy testing, lab work, prenatal care, infant care, 
ultrasounds, etc.  Individuals do not have the means to do the preceding. The infant mortality rate in Detroit 
compares to that of a third world country. Detroit: 13.1 death per 1000 live births to the 5.6, national 
average.  Hear how one may be able to help! 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 
The Missions Committee will be 
hosting the spring Baked Potato 
Bar at MUMC on Sunday, 
March 1, immediately following the 2nd service. 
 
Suggested donation of $6 per individual or $20 for 
a family. 

MUMC Iron Men 

 Cherry Pie Sale  

February 9, 2020 
 

 

The MUMC’s Iron Men cherry pies 

are being prepared on February 8 

and will be available for pick-up after worship on 

Sunday, February 9.  You may order pies baked or 

frozen.  They are $10 each.  Place your order in at 

the welcome center in fellowship hall.   
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Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 

6:00 Dinner 

6:45 Pancake Race (This may be a parade, it is uncertain 
at this point) 

Cost:  FREE 

 

All Are invited to join in the fun with Friends 
Preschool.  Iron Men will be cooking up the pancakes and 
bacon.  Syrup, orange juice and milk will be provided. 

The idea is similar to our local tradition of having paczki or 
Mardi Gras.  We thought a bit of background information 
would be fun, so read on!  

 

Taken from Historic UK website, written by Ellen 
Castelow: 

Pancake Day, or Shrove Tuesday, is the traditional feast day before the start of Lent on Ash 
Wednesday, Lent—the 40 days leading up to Easter—was traditionally a time of fasting and on 
Shrove Tuesday, Anglo-Saxon Christians went to confession and were “shriven” (absolved from 
their sins). A bell would be rung to call people to confession. This came to be called the “Pancake 
Bell” and is still rung today. 

Shrove Tuesday always falls 47 days before Easter Sunday, so the date varies from year to year 
and falls between February 3 and March 9. In 2020 Shrove Tuesday will fall on February 25th. 

Shrove Tuesday was the last opportunity to use up eggs and fats before embarking on the Lenten 
fast and pancakes are the perfect way of using up these ingredients. 

A pancake is a thin, flat cake made of batter and fried in a frying pan. A traditional English pancake 
is very thin and is served immediately. Golden syrup or lemon juice and caster sugar are the usual 
toppings for pancakes. 

The ingredients for pancakes can be seen to symbolize four points of significance at this time of 
year: 

   Eggs—Creation 
  Flour—The staff of life 
  Salt—Wholesomeness 
  Milk—Purity      
 
In the UK, pancake races form an important part of the Shrove Tuesday celebrations – an 
opportunity for large numbers of people, often in fancy dress, to race down streets tossing 
pancakes. The object of the race is to get to the finish line first, carrying a frying pan with a cooked 
pancake in it and flipping the pancake as you run.     

The most famous pancake race takes place at Olney in Buckinghamshire. According to tradition, in 
1445 a woman of Olney heard the shriving bell while she was making pancakes and ran to the 
church in her apron, still clutching her frying pan. The Olney pancake race is now world famous. 
Competitors have to be local housewives and they must wear an apron and a hat or scarf. 

Each contestant has a frying pan containing a hot pancake. She must toss it three times during the 
race. The first woman to complete the course and arrive at the church, serve her pancake to the bell 
ringer and be kissed by him, is the winner. 
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2/1/64 Phil & Barb Harris 

 

2/6 Alex Kim 

2/7 Audine Morris 

2/11 Linda Fraser 

2/14 Alexandra Craig 

2/14 Margaret Leibler 

2/14 Carl Sturgeon 

2/15 Garrett Dee 

2/15 Ron Davis 

2/16 Ron Opfer 

2/17 Jan Olari 

2/22 Matt McKane 

2/24 Diana Brudi 

2/24 Brian Stevens 

2/25 Wayne Loder 

2/27 Joseph Antrim 

Stephen Ministers Are 

There to Care. . . 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained 

care givers for people who are 

going through a difficult time—emotionally, 

spiritually, or relationally.  Are you lonely, 

experiencing a crisis, or simply stressed by 

everyday life? You don’t have to suffer alone. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care 

for and encourage you, pray with and for you, 

and provide confidential one-to-one Christian 

care to help you through whatever it is that you 

are facing. To find out more about Stephen 

Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Pat Loder 248-

396-4391. 

We Congratulate 

the Following 

Families on 

Recent Births 

 

Violet Kellie Brown is the name of the baby born 
to Heather Robinson, daughter of John 
Robinson, on December 21 at 8pm. This is 
granddaughter number 8 for John. 

 

Kyler Smith Kidd was born to Ryan and Katie 
Kidd, on January 8, 2020. Grandma is Lora 
Holcomb and great grandma is Ann Godwin.  
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February, 2020 Sermon Themes and 
Worship Features  
 
February 2 Holy Communion 
Luke 2:22-40; Matthew 5:1-12 “Will You Make a 
Splash?” 
 
February 9 Scout Sunday 
Matthew 5:13-20 “We Learn By Doing” 
Anthem: “Light of My Soul” 
 
February 16 TBD 
 
February 23 Transfiguration Day 
Exodus 24:12-18; Matthew 17:1-9 “Priority Mail for 
You” 
 
March 1 Holy Communion 
Revelation 4:1-11 “Paying Attention” 
10:30 a.m. Stewardship Seminar sponsored by 
Finance Committee 
 

 

 

Kelley’s Korner  

 

 

Happy February Everyone! 

I have a lost and found basket in my office and 
currently there is a kindle and an empty eye 
glass case. 

If you have misplaced either of these items, 
please stop by and pick them up. 

May you be blessed this month! 

Kelley  

 
 
 
 
February 2 
Greeter:  9:30 Worship: Jan Page 
    11:00 Worship: TBD 
Ushers:  Julius Glinter, John Moore 
Liturgist:  Gary Herwick 
Counters:  John Olari & Doug Holloway 
Children’s Church: Heather & Brian Stevens 
 
February 9 
Greeter:  9:30 Worship: Julie Cohen 
               11:00 Worship: Marianne McMunn 
Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, Doug  
    Radeka 
Liturgist:  Boy Scouts 
Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Carla Gorton 
Children’s Church: Stacy Atkeson 
 
February 16 
Greeters:  9:30 Worship: Karen Nelson 
                 11:00 Worship: TBD 
Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton, Lance 
Oberg, Ron Opfer 
Liturgist:  Rev. Sherry Foster 
Counters: Nancy Weeks & Jim VanDeventer 
Children’s Church: Katie Thompson 
 
February 23 
Greeter:   9:30 Worship: John & Marilyn Moore 
                11:00 Worship: Barb Harris 
Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari,  
Liturgist:  Karen Nelson 
Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 
Children’s Church: Barb Harris 
 

 
Noisy Offering: Barn Fund/Red Bird 
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Communications Commit-
tee 

CHURCH STAFF 

    Ministers– All members of the church  

    Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

    Deacon -  Rev. Sherry Foster 

    Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge           

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher

 Office Manager-Kelley Cerny 

 Custodian-Margie Butson 


