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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

November 2019 Newsletter 

Pastor’s Column:  

       Doug’s Discoveries 

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, November 3  
Holy Communion, Holy Baptism: 
Great Grandchild of Norm and 

Gail Bourns, All Saints Day 
Observed, Dedication of 

Memorials 
Empty Bowl Project (see page 8) 

 
Tuesday, November 5 

Election Day, don’t forget to vote! 
(see page 6) 

 
Sunday, November 10 
Veterans Recognition 

 
Saturday, November 16 

Holiday Market & Craft Show 
(see page  8) 

 
Sunday, November 17 

Church Conference at Northville 
UM (see page 7) 

 
Sunday, November 24  

Christ the King, United Methodist 
Student Sunday observed 

 
Saturday, November 30 
Hanging of the Greens  

(see page 6) 
 

I’ve discovered Eckhart Tolle.  He is the #1 New 
York Times Bestselling Author of The Power of 
Now, and I’m reading his 2005 book, A New 
Earth: Awakening to Your Life’s Purpose.  It’s 
not specifically a Christian book, but he sites 
many scriptures as he describes a widespread 
human problem that he calls our ego-based 

state of mind.  Reading as a Christian, I see there a profound description 
of human sin and its effects on personal wellness, interpersonal 
relationships, and global relations.  Our attachment to our own egos 
creates a lot of dysfunction and leads to anger, jealousy, unhappiness, 
and unproductive conflict. 
 
Tolle describes much of fallen humanity in a state of action and reaction, 
in which we are largely driven or controlled by our egos (a.k.a. our sin 
nature).  In this sad condition, we rarely respond as free, conscious 
persons.  Instead we react based on our emotions and thoughts, colored 
or conditioned by our life experience, including painful or traumatic times.  
Many people are so bound by egoistic controls that they rarely feel love, 
joy, hope, peace, etc.   When we experience salvation and forgiveness of 
sin, I think God means to deliver us from the effects of sin, which Tolle 
describes variously as “breaking free from the pain body,” and “finding 
who you truly are,” “the discovery of inner space,” “finding your inner 
purpose,” and “awakening to a new earth.” 
 
The book helps me see my own egoistic thoughts and actions… as I 
described in my October 20 sermon when I confessed my envy of 
another pastor.  Yes, I’ve also noticed ego-driven behavior in others.  
Through the church, we aim to join in God’s great work, saving all the 
world from sin and spreading the blessings of free, conscious 
personhood; saved by the grace of Jesus Christ, and brought to a life of 
hope, love, and joy; and yes, to the kingdom of heaven.  It’s at hand, as 
Jesus said. 
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

I have heard that time seems to go faster as you get older. I think this is true. I always 

thought that in retirement I would be able to relax and enjoy a slower pace, and do all 

the things I wanted to do earlier in life, but that doesn't really happen. Yes, I have 

crossed some things off my bucket list, but the list seems to grow longer. Autumn is a 

reflective season for me. The weather can be balmy, and God has given us beautiful 

bursts and arrays of color as the leaves change – I love Michigan in early fall, but there 

is always that reminder that the trees don't stay red and yellow and orange. They are preparing themselves 

for a “reflective”  time of dormancy and renewal during the cold months ahead. 

As I reflect back over the months of 2019 so far,  I see a lot of good and not so good things that have 

occurred at our church, across our country and in our beloved UMC world-wide. Most of those not so good 

things seem to be across the USA and our government. So many politicians on both sides have their own 

agenda, careers, and hateful thoughts of how to beat each other down that they have lost sight of our 

founding Christian values and fallen into a “crowd mentality”; not really concerned about the public they 

serve, but having to beat the other side at all costs. It kind of reminds me of the crowd yelling for Barnabas to 

be released, those with the loudest voices prevailed. 

But what can we do? It seems to get worse everyday. Plus, we see it spilling over into our denomination. 

Each faction has been determined to have the loudest voice and prevail. Some still believe that a split is the 

best solution, but I disagree. God is still in control and we can do much to diffuse hard feelings and 

remember how to love each other in spite of differences. To me it is a sign of hope that there are multiple 

possible plans for the UMC that will be presented at General Conference 2020. I pray that God will bless that 

conference with Grace and conduct as children of God, leave divisiveness outside, and love each other to 

find a grace-filled solution that will continue the good work that the UMC does around the world. 

Our church has had ups and downs too, but as I look back over our journey through the VCI process,  I 

believe we have moved forward. Change is hard for all of us, some more than others, and there are a few 

who have found various things intolerable and chose to leave. We still love them and bless them as they 

move on. On the other hand, more people have found a welcoming place among us in both services. We 

have transformed our sanctuary to enhance worship experiences, deliberately maintaining a traditional  look, 

but also appealing to the praise band crowd. Our Communications Team has greatly improved our social 

media presence and continue to work on it. (Kudos to Pat Loder and the team!) You can help this effort by 

sharing or liking our church page on FB. We have taken input into consideration from anyone who wants to 

share it and continue to seek both negative and positive feedback as we try new or different things. Overall, 

so far, VCI has put us back on the road to vitality. We need to keep our efforts going and move on to some 

other parts of the plan, but I feel a new vitality, a new excitement within our faithful congregation. Let's keep 

moving forward! 

As we approach Thanksgiving, I encourage us all to take time to be truly grateful and give God thanks for all 

He has given us 

Love and Blessings to all,  

Rev. Sherry Foster, Deacon 
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Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this 

wonderful fellowship group. The group 

meets on Wednesdays from 10am to 

4pm. All are invited to come and help. 

There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: 

knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, 

ironers, etc. For more information call  

        Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798 

Kroger Community 

Rewards  

The money MUMC receives 

from Kroger Community 

Rewards has dramatically 

decreased. We would 

appreciate you visiting 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com and designating 

MUMC as your community rewards recipient. Our 

Rewards number is VQ308. Designating MUMC as 

your community rewards recipient does not affect any 

Kroger rewards you receive. 

Please click on the link.  At the lower left, find the box 
labelled, “I’m a Customer.”  Click on, “View details.”  It 
will tell you if you are enrolled in Community Rewards 
or let you enroll or choose MUMC as your Community 
Rewards Recipient.  Thank you. 

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the church office.   

Nametags 

We encourage you to wear a nametag at 

church because they help us learn 

names, but nametags are optional.  If you 

want a new church nametag, write a request in the 

attendance register or contact the church office. 

 

Fellowship Hour 

Dear Church Family, 

Coffee hour is now from 10:30-

11:00 each Sunday, between 

services. Refreshments will consist of two food 

items, coffee & a cold beverage (i.e. lemonade or 

juice). Please do not donate any food for coffee hour 

unless the coffee servers have requested your help. 

   Thank you, 

   Church Council 

 

Monthly Financial 

Summary 

As published in the Church 

Treasurer’s report of Sep. 30, 2019, 

Year-to-Date totals are: Budget 

$231,185; Income $206,000; Expenses $211,345.   

We have paid $17,555 toward our annual Ministry 

Shares Budget of $40,322.  Mortgage balance 

$166,393. For details and context, please see the 

entire report on the bulletin board in the office 

hallway, or inquire for more information.  The Oct. 31 

Treasurer’s Report will be posted in early November.  

– Report by Pastor Doug 

Lost & Found 

There are many items in the lost & found located in 

the church office. If you’ve lost something please 

check this area. Items include: earrings, glasses, 

cases, keys, etc. At the end of November items in 

this box will be given away or discarded. 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Financial Peace University Update 

Six people—including one individual who does 
not currently attend our church—enrolled and 
attended our nine-week Financial Peace 
University (FPU) on Monday nights which 
began in September and concluded in 
November.  Cheryl Damman and Katy Weeks 
facilitated the course and group discussion.  In 
a series of videos, Dave Ramsey, founder of 
FPU, teaches participants how to create an 
emergency fund and financial nest egg and get 
out of debt.  We had some lively discussions 
about debt, saving, giving, and retirement.  The 
most exciting moment was when one 
participant cut up his credit cards during the 
class!  The FPU class was one of our Vital 
Church Initiative (VCI) prescriptions, and we are 
pleased to have fulfilled this recommendation 
by helping members of Christ’s kingdom learn 
how to manage money in a Biblical way.  
Thanks to all who attended! 

A Homeless Veteran Shows the Way 

 

Dennis Leahy’s poem, “Homeless Man,” describes 

a tattered, homeless man in a snowstorm: When I 

bought him a bowl of hot soup I learned he’d done 

two tours of duty in Vietnam.  He’s lost his wife to 

cancer, his son in Afghanistan, and finally his home 

and life’s savings trying to cure his wife.  He 

clutches the Medal of Honor, “all I have left of my 

son.”  To his dying day he collects donations for 

cancer research so that others won’t suffer the loss 

that he suffered.  With my thanks to all veterans 

who live by the ideals of service to humanity.                         

                                                         – Pastor Doug 

Building a bridge with Kurtz Elementary  

We are happy to announce the following opportunities in building a bridge between our church and the 

families and staff at Kurtz Elementary:  

1. Providing food items for a complete Thanksgiving Dinner for 2 families.  

2. Donating the mittens, gloves, scarves and hats from the Mitten Tree which will be in the Fellowship Hall in 

December.  

3. Adopting families for Christmas.  

4. Providing  sweet treats to the staff 1 time a month.  

 

Further details will be coming your way very shortly.  

     Thank you for your support,  

      Ann Koss and Debbie Bonnewell  
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Stephen Ministers Are 

There to Care. . . 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained 

care givers for people who are going through a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or 

relationally.  Are you lonely, experiencing a crisis, 

or simply stressed by everyday life? You don’t 

have to suffer alone. Our Stephen Ministers are 

ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray 

with and for you, and provide confidential one-to-

one Christian care to help you through whatever it 

is that you are facing. To find out more about 

Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen 

Leaders: Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Pat Loder 

248-396-4391. 

Humor in British Signs: 
 
IN A LAUNDROMAT: Automatic washing machines.  
Please remove all your clothes when the light goes 
out.   
 
IN A LONDON DEPARTMENT STORE: Bargain 
Basement Upstairs 
 
IN AN OFFICE: After the tea break, staff should 
empty the teapot and stand upside down in the 
draining board. 
 
ON A CHURCH DOOR: This is the Gate of Heaven.  
Enter ye all by this door.  (This door is kept locked 
because of the draft.  Please use side entrance.) 

Joyful Noise Bell Choir Poinsettia Order Form 

In Memory of or In Honor of Our Loved Ones and Friends 

 

All orders need to be turned in to a Bell Choir member or the church office by Sunday, 

November 24th.  Any flowers not picked up by Christmas Eve  will be donated to a deserving family.   

Please check off or write the quantity in the space provided.  (All are 6” pots.)  Please note that your phone 

number is required. 

  

 Red Poinsettia $12_______ Pink Poinsettia $12_______ White Poinsettia $12_______  

 

In Memory  

Of: __________________________________________________________________ 
In Honor 

Of: __________________________________________________________________ 

Given 

By: __________________________________ Phone #: ________________________ 

Name of Person Picking Up Plant(s):________________________________________ 

Phone # of Person Picking Up Plant(s): ______________________________________ 

Please make your check payable to the “M.U.M. Bell Choir” and thank you again for your continued support! 
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  United Methodist Women 

      November Schedule 
 (all women are invited to any or all of the activities) 

 

 November 7 - 9:30am Executive Board Meeting 

 November 15 - 10am Clara’s Helping Hands Circle, Marilyn Stoner 

 November 19 - 7pm Mary Martha Circle, Home of Linda Sturgeon, Devotions: Marilyn Moore 

Saturday, November 30 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Right after the downtown Milford 

Christmas Parade:  Please 

come and help us decorate the 

church for the Advent/Christmas season, and join 

us for lunch too! 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 5 

 

Please vote on the Huron Valley Schools Bond & 

BSSF Renewal (Building and Site Sinking Fund).  

The purpose of the funding is explained on our 

church bulletin board and on the HVS website.  I 

am in favor of a yes, yes vote on these community 

issues, and I encourage you to be informed and 

vote.                                                                                                                                                 

   – Pastor Doug   

November 24 United Methodist Student Sunday (UMSS) 

 

Gifts to UMSS help deserving United Methodist students continue their education and faith journeys as they 

strive to make a difference in the world and discern what God has called them to do.  A special offering 

envelope will be distributed on November 17 for this church-wide special offering on Nov. 24.  Please make 

checks to “MUMC,” marked for Student Sunday. 
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Additional Date 

Scheduled 

New Church Photo 

Directory 

MUMC is having a new church photo 

directory made and we need your help!  

Since we had a full schedule the first two days of 

photography we have added an additional date for you 

to have your photo taken. The additional date will be 

December 10 from 2-7pm. If you missed your 

appointment or were unable to make an appointment 

this will be your chance. Each family will have an 

opportunity to have a professional photo taken and 

receive a free 8x10. You will receive the 8 x 10 and 

any additional photos you order by Christmas.  

Please be sure to schedule your photography 

appointment before or after church at the sign up 

table. You can also sign up online. Simply go to 

www.ucdir.com, click on schedule your photography 

session on the right side, enter mi1365 in the church 

code field and enter photos in the church password 

field. Follow the prompts to schedule your family’s 

appointment time. Questions?? Please call Pat Loder 

at 248-396-4391 or email patloder@live.com. 

 Sunday School for Adults             
     10:45 am- 11:45am 
 
Join the video-based Bible study group that meets 
in the pastor’s study on Sunday mornings.  We 
are currently studying, “The Mission of Jesus.”  It 
provides historical, cultural and geographical 
context to the Gospels, using a 30-minute video 
set in the Holy Land.  Nursery care is available.                                                                                                                       
  - Gary Herwick, 248-830-3506 

All Saints Remembrance  

 

We would like to honor and 
remember all who have left this 
earthly life in the past 12 
months on All Saints Sunday, 
November 3. 

If you have a loved one you 
wish to include in this service, 
please send their name, date of death and a 
photo to the church office by Friday, October 27. 

You may drop off this information to the office or 
email it to churchoffice@milfordumc.net. 

Nov. 17 Milford Church Conference 

at Northville United Methodist 

Church, 2pm – 4pm 

All are welcome, and all members have a vote.  

We will gather with 9 other congregations in one 

place.  We will see a video, discuss it, and 

conduct official business, including election of 

2020 officers and setting the pastor’s 

compensation.  We meet in this format because 

our district (Heritage District) now has 100 

churches- too many for the superintendent to 

travel to each of us for church conferences.   

  Oberammergau Passion Play and                    

 European Capitals Tour 

Join Bishop Bard on an exciting European tour August 

12, 2020 - August 21, 2020.  Contact Project 

Coordinator Rev. Ann Emerson at 

annbythelakeshore@gmail.com for a brochure. 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
mailto:annbythelakeshore@gmail.com?subject=Oberammergau
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Holiday Market &  

Craft Show 

 
Come and enjoy the fun and see the 

beautiful Stitching for Others holiday 

items for purchase along with the 

items presented by the vendors. 

 

Saturday, November 16, 2019 

9am-3pm 

 

Vendor tables are $25 without electric  
$30 with electric provided 
Phone Thesia Wolf for vendor information 
248-310-8798 
 

Milford United Methodist Church 

1200 Atlantic Street (next to Milford post office) 

Phone 248-684-2798 
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November 8, 1986 -  Julius & Bonnie Glinter 

November 8, 1997 -  Tom & Cheryl Smith 

November 11, 1988 -  Frank & Pam Fisher 

Community 

Sharing 

Have you seen the red 

buckets in the vestibule or 

coat room?  They are for 

Community Sharing. We  

fill them with non- 

perishable items, such as 

canned cereal, milk, fruit, vegetables, etc. They 

also need tooth brushes, tooth paste, deodorant, 

feminine products, toilet paper, Kleenex, paper 

towels, soap, etc. Pet food is also needed. They 

also give a bag with a box cake mix, frosting, 

candles and a small toy to recipients whose 

children are having a birthday that month. So when 

you’re shopping , pick up an extra thing or two and 

drop them in the red buckets.  Thank you for 

sharing in our community! 

 11/3 Jessica Rockwell 

11/4 William Crawford 

11/7 Robin Fletcher 

11/7 Grace Gurke 

11/7 Greg Oldford 

11/9 Jennifer Frankford 

11/11 Kevin Golden 

11/12 Kendall Thompson 

11/13 Kelsey Shufflebarger 

11/14 Eva Watkins 

11/14 Kelly Weeks 

11/15 Alice Kim 

11/15 Frank Morris 

11/15 Tyler Thompson 

11/17 Mary Wenger 

11/23 Karen Jacoby 

11/25 Benjamin Olari 

11/26 Lola Mahoney 

11/26 Patsy Patterson 

11/28 Travis Thomann 
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Members in College: David Bonhard, Brook Bruletti, Alexandra Craig, Mitchell Craig, 
Jeana Marquardt, Grant Marquardt, Cole McKane, Breanna Miller, Benjamin Olari, Katja 
Olari, Jessica Rockwell, Mike Rockwell, Audrey Shoberg, Brendan Shove, Dana Shove, 
Ieasha Shufflebarger, Kayla Shufflebarger, Max Smith, Nathan Smith, Sarah Smith, Ben 
Weeks, Kelly Weeks, and Lauren Whitlock.  Other church members in postsecondary 
education?  Please notify the church office.   

*Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the December Newsletter is November 15th 

Those in the Military: Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East;  
Lt. Col. Eric Harris, USMC, Japan; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force;   
Sean Konczal, Navy, DC3, serving on the Abraham Lincoln.  Others deployed?  
Please notify the church office. 

Continuing Prayers:  Margie Butson, Julius Glinter, Patty Harvey, Margaret Leibler,  
    Nancy London, Jodie, Rebecca Marquardt,  Earl McMunn, Karen 
Nelson, JoAnn Pliska, Rebecca Uribe, New Sawtrol UMC (sister church, Liberia).    

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care:  Bob Campbell, Elizabeth  
   Gordinier, Barb Harrison, Carol Hawkinson, Pat Heidt,  Bill Lorenz, 
   Ray Michaels, Patsy Patterson, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan,  
   Bert & Norma  Weening. 

-For sunset skies of pink and gold 

for every sunrise we behold, 

 

-For winter’s snow and springtime’s thaw 

for summer’s warmth and autumn’s awe, 

for roofs that keep the rain away 

for walls that hold it all at bay, 

 

-For work that puts food on the table 

for health and rest to keep us able, 

for friends and family around us 

for years to come, may they surround us, 

-For soldiers fighting for our peace 

for days to come when wars may cease, 

for hope, so burdens won’t enslave us 

for Thy forgiveness which will save us, 

 

-For feast and those with whom we share it 

for loving hands that did prepare it, 

for all that makes this life worth living 

we take this time for all, 

 

-To bow our heads and bend a knee 

and pause to look around and see, for all 

that was, is, and shall be, we have 

none to thank, O Lord, but Thee.  Amen. 

Carl’s Trivia for November, 2019 

          Thanksgiving Prayer 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbestclipartblog.com%2F26-college-clip-art.html&h=0&w=0&tbnid=JV9PJ9w9wXd2MM&zoom=1&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&docid=iX-nEuw8eVq6CM&tbm=isch&ei=KYD_U-KTCpKGyASp14KABQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
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November 2019 Sermon Themes 
and Worship Features 
 
November Theme: Bible Heroes Still Speak to Us 
 
November 3 Holy Communion 
Holy Baptism: Great Granddaughter of Norm and 
Gail Bourns 
All Saints Day Observed 
Dedication of Memorials 
Bible Hero: Moses 
Anthem: Find Us Faithful 
 
November 10 
Veterans Recognition 
Bible Hero: King David 
Anthem: “Take My Hand” 
 
November 17 
Bible Hero: Elisha, II Kings 3:11-19 
Anthem: “Speak, Lord” 
 
November 24 Christ the King 
United Methodist Student Sunday observed 
Luke 23:33-43 
Bible Hero: Jesus 

 

Kelley’s Korner  

 
 I was sitting in my home office recently 
and this song came to my mind. 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart. 
Give Thanks to the Holy One. 
Give Thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ His Son…. 

 

As I  listened to this song on YouTube, the scripture 
below scrolled across the screen: 

Psalm 28:7 
The LORD is my strength and my shield;  
My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; 
Therefore my heart greatly rejoices,  
and with my song I will praise Him. 
 
We give thanks this month as a nation, and I will 
attempt to purposely give thanks each and every 
day.  Will you join me? 
 
Have a very Blessed November! 
Kelley 

 
 
 
 
November 3 
Greeter:  9:30 Worship: Jan Page 
    11:00 Worship: TBD 
Ushers:  Al Worrell, Linda Fraser, Julius Glinter, 
 John Moore 
Liturgist:  Linda Lutz 
Counters:  Linda Fraser & Al Worrell 
Children’s Church: Heather & Brian Stevens 
 
November 10 
Greeter:  9:30 Worship: Julie Cohen 
               11:00 Worship: Marianne McMunn 
Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, Doug  
    Radeka 
Liturgist:  Linda Sturgeon 
Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 
Children’s Church: Stacy Atkeson 
 
November 17 
Greeters:  9:30 Worship: Karen Nelson 
                 11:00 Worship: TBD 
Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton, Lance Oberg, 
    Ron Opfer 
Liturgist: Fred Marquardt 
Counters: Scott & Vicki Smith 
Children’s Church: Katie Thompson 
 
November 24 
Greeter:   9:30 Worship: John & Marilyn Moore 
                11:00 Worship: Barb Harris 
Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari,  
Liturgist:  Katy Weeks 
Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 
Children’s Church: Barb Harris 

 
 
Noisy Offering: Community Sharing Gift Certificates 
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Memorials/Endowment/
Audit/ Committees, and the Lead Team 

CHURCH STAFF 

    Ministers– All members of the church  

    Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

    Deacon -  Rev. Sherry Foster 

    Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge           

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher

 Office Manager-Kelley Cerny 

 Custodian-Margie Butson 


