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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net  

Website: MilfordUMC.net 

August 2019 Newsletter 

Pastor’s Column:  

       Doug’s Discoveries 

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, August 4 
Holy Communion 

 
Tuesday, August 6 

Children’s Ministry Brainstorming 
Night (pg. 4) 

 
August 9-11 

Milford Memories (pg.7) 
 

Sunday, August 11 
Joint Worship Service at MUMC 
with Milford Presbyterian Church 

(pg.7) 
 

Sunday, August 18 
Church and Community Picnic 

(pg.7) 
 

Sunday, August 25 
Worship Theme: 

A Vision of  
Our Church Revitalized 

 
 
 

I’ve discovered that when I practice, it gets 
easier and I get better at it.  At what?  It’s 
true of most anything, but here I mean that 
as I make it a habit, I get better at inviting 
friends to church… AND it gets easier.  I 
believe you can have a similar experience. 
 

Nobody knows your unique circle of friends, relatives, associates, and 
neighbors better than you know them.  It is your God-given sphere of 
influence and your primary mission field.  When Jesus commissioned his 
first followers to go and make disciples, he asked them first to pray and 
wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Then he directed them to start in their 
spiritual home, Jerusalem.  Next they were sent into the region of Judea, 
among people who shared their culture.  Finally he pointed them to the 
ends of the earth.  Start with the people you already know, and then 
widen your circles of acquaintance and friendship.  Stop and talk with 
people, with sincere friendship.  Then look them up intentionally to say, 
“Hey, by the way, I’m part of Milford United Methodist Church, and we’re 
inviting people to check out our new schedule of Sunday services in 
September.  Would you consider coming with me?” 
 
In August, we’re asking you to be intentional and a bit bolder than usual.  
Make it your habit to invite other people to join you at your church for 
worship or some other activity, like your new small group.  Our new 
worship schedule starts September 8.  It’s an easy time to say to 
someone, “Did you know I attend Milford United Methodist Church?... 
We’re inviting our neighbors to check-out our new worship schedule with 
two services.  Would you come with me to one of them?” 
 
Pray, disciples, and have faith in the One who said, “You will be my 
witnesses.”  Actually, as you pray and live into this habit, the Christian 
life gets about a thousand percent more exciting!   
 
I love you all,  
 
Pastor Doug 
 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for celebrating my 65
th
 birthday with me on Sunday, July 21.  I was 

deeply touched by your love and appreciation.  As I ponder “my Medicare 

years,” I see how God has been with me…guiding me: The baby who was 

baptized in her grandparents living room as her father prepared to leave for 

service in Korea; the child whose parents faithfully brought her to Sunday School and who came to 

know and love God; the teenager who had accepted Jesus as her Savior; the wife and mother; the 

teacher who communicated God’s love to her students; the strong, faithful, single parent; the middle

-aged woman who heard God’s call to the ministry of a Deacon; the grandmother who continues to 

grow in love for God and love for others.  Here I am, 65, and I am proud of my life and leaning on 

the everlasting arms of God!  

 

What God wants most is stated throughout the Bible, as in Matthew 22:37 “You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 
38 

This is the greatest 

and first commandment. 
39 

And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
40 

On 

these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  I think it is time to do what God 

wants most!  Love him and love others.   

 

Two simple requests! THAT IS IT!!!!  The world God made is in a mess. I believe that he is patiently 

waiting for us to use our knowledge, technology, and skills to turn and love God and neighbor.  How 

do we start? We repent for our sins and trust God’s forgiveness, praise God, love him, and give 

thanks for all we have.  We need to love each other, even when we disagree or have hurt each 

other and have broken relationships. Loving others is part of loving God, so we are a missional, 

welcoming, and caring church.  

 

Our worship space and whole building have served us well for many years and we are grateful for 

the church leaders through our history who saw needs change for the future and acted to provide 

beautiful facilities as times changed.  Together we have faithfully maintained this building, but as 

time marches on, needs and styles change. God’s people worshipped in tents, synagogues, the 

Temple, homes, camp meetings, Methodist preaching houses, gothic cathedrals, and different 

styles of churches in various times, cultures, and climates.  The needs of our current and future 

congregation have brought us to the point of needing a makeover, so we created a facelift for the 

front of the sanctuary that will enhance both the traditional service and the new praise band service 

starting on September 8.  The work will be done with prayer and respect as we remove materials, 

repurpose some of them, and install the new platform.  Today we will honor and celebrate this 

worship space in a special litany, and carry out the symbols of our faith for safekeeping during 

construction.  We thank all who prayed and helped, led by John Olari, and it’s been amazing to 

watch the plan become reality. God has truly blessed us with the talent to carry out the project, and I 

believe it is God’s blessing on what we are doing and illustrates how much we can love God and 

others in the future. AMEN!!!  

 

                           Rev. Sherry 
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Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by 

this wonderful fellowship group. The 

group meets on Wednesdays from 

10am to 4pm. All are invited to come 

and help. There is a job for everyone! 

No experience necessary. Needed: 

knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, 

ironers, etc. For more information call 

Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798 

 Small Groups for Discipleship at MUMC 
 
In September, we will increase our opportunities for small group discipleship.  In these small groups, we will 
interact with the scriptures, for sure, but they are more than Bible Study groups.  We will interact with each 
other, and grow together in Christ, and seek to introduce our friends to the Christian faith, and to life with us 
in our faith community.  Pastor Doug will train small group leaders so we have some shared understandings, 
and the groups will take a variety of forms.   
 
Most Small Groups will have 4-8 people with the aim of making Christian disciples—that means helping US 
live as disciples AND helping newcomers join in the life of faith.  Some groups have an obvious ministry 
focus.  They may meet weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly.  For us to become very fruitful, all groups must become 
more invitational, mentor new leaders as a regular practice, and support the multiplication process: When 
they get to 8 people, most groups should multiply into two groups or else some group members don’t get a 
chance to talk and most group members neglect the priority of inviting new people.   
 
We aim to start with at least one group for each of the following types, and then multiply the groups over time.  
See the church website for more details, or contact the church office.  Here are some of our small group 
ideas as of mid-summer: 
 
Existing Groups: 
Working Women 
United Methodist Women’s Circles 
Men’s Club 
Wednesday Bible Study 
Music Groups: Choir, Hand Bell Choir 
 

Kroger Community 

Rewards  

The money MUMC receives 

from Kroger Community 

Rewards has dramatically 

decreased. We would 

appreciate you visiting 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com and designating 

MUMC as your community rewards recipient. Our 

Rewards number is VQ308. Designating MUMC as 

your community rewards recipient does not affect any 

Kroger rewards you receive. 

Please click on the link.  At the lower left, find the box 
labelled, “I’m a Customer.”  Click on, “View details.”  It 
will tell you if you are enrolled in Community Rewards 
or let you enroll or choose MUMC as your Community 
Rewards Recipient.  Thank you. 

New Starts:   
Couples Small Groups 
Men’s Small Groups 
Youth Group 
Children’s Ministry 
Praise Band  

Shawl Ministry 

The shawl ministry is an ongoing 
project of our United Methodist 
Women.  If you know of someone 
who is hospitalized, homebound, 
etc. and in need of a little TLC 
please contact Barb Harris or the 
church office.   

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry Brainstorming Night 

 

This idea came out of our church staff meeting:   

Do you want to see something new offered in our church for children and youth?  So do we!  

 

Join us in prayer for this and join us for a night of brainstorming about new beginnings in children’s 

ministry and youth ministry.   

Robin Fletcher is going to give leadership in some new children’s ministry, but she can’t do it alone.  

There are some Middle School and High School youth in our congregation and hundreds around us.  

Even when our numbers are small, we can be faithful and fruitful in ministry with youth!  Who will 

offer them more opportunities to grow in faith together and have fun together?  Who will join in this 

good work for Christ?  Come and help us brainstorm next steps for our church in Children’s Ministry 

and Youth Ministry.  We’ll start in one room and break out into two separate brainstorm groups. 

 

WHEN?/WHERE? Tuesday, August 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room (‘parlor’).  

Mission U 2019 
 
Every summer in Michigan, all people are invited to workshops on Christian Mission, sponsored by United 
Methodist Women.  They are well-planned and at a low cost.  Register by about 3 weeks in advance of each 
location:  Seminar Dates: August 15 Hands on Mission Event at Lake Huron Retreat Center; August 16, 17 
Lake Huron Retreat Center; October 21, 22 at Gaylord: First UMC.  
 
Plenary Session is “Practicing Resurrection,” on radical discipleship.  Then choose one other: “What About 
Our Money?” or Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission.  Bishop David Bard is one of the leaders.  
See Pastor Doug for more details. 
 
 

Volunteer at General Conference, May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis, MN 
 
Greeters, ushers, drivers, prayer room hosts, translators, administrative support: Most volunteers select 3-
hour shifts at some or all of the 10 day conference.  You can also serve prior to the first day of the 
conference.  Learn more at www.gc2020welcome.org 

United Methodist Women 

Mark your calendar now for the September Mary Martha Circle meeting, September 

24 at 6:00 pm. This is our first fall meeting and we will enjoy a potluck at the home of 

Lu Gierhart. Come and join us! Watch the bulletin and September newsletter for more details. 

Coffee Hour Change 

We will be streamlining our time of fellowship with coffee and juice, or coffee and juice and two 

snacks. Beginning September 8, 2019 our coffee hour will be held from 10:30 - 11:00. 

       Church Council 

http://www.gc2020welcome.org
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Volunteer Opportunity: 

   Meals on Wheels 

Every five weeks MUMC supplies drivers for Meals on Wheels Delivery in the Milford 

area.  The route has 20-25 meals to deliver and takes about 2 hours.  Meals are 

picked up at the Milford Senior Center at 10am.  A print out of the deliveries and a 

map are supplied. The next volunteer opportunity is August 19-23. 

The clients are very appreciative of the delivered meals.  Besides the meal delivery, 

this also provides a daily check that the clients are “OK”.  Those who deliver meals find it to be a rewarding 

experience.   

If you have any questions about Meals on Wheels or are willing to be added to the list of Meals on Wheels 

drivers at MUMC, please let me know. Please prayerfully consider this volunteering for this wonderful 

outreach project. 

       Dave Ebert, MUMC Meals on Wheels Coordinator 

       debert1230@comcast.net 

Meet Up and Eat Up News 

Katy Weeks Reports: We still need donations of the following things to be placed in the backpacks that have 

been purchased for the kids: A box of #2 pencils, a box of 24 crayons, safety scissors, glue stick, an eraser, 

and a package of 3x3 Post-it-Notes; these items should be placed in a gallon-sized Ziplock bag. Wide-ruled 

spiral and sewn-in composition notebooks are also appreciated! Checks to defray the cost of the backpacks, 

prizes, books, and back-up food can be made out to Milford United Methodist Church with “Meet Up and East 

Up” on the memo line. Items for the backpacks are needed by Sunday, August 11, and should be placed on 

the bench outside the church office. 



6 

Financial Peace University at MUMC! 

Are you ready to take control of your money? Financial Peace University (FPU) 

is a nine-lesson course designed to help you build a budget, dump debt, grow 

your wealth, and leave money stress behind! Each lesson, taught by Dave 

Ramsey and his team of financial experts, is based on biblical wisdom and 

common sense. In your FPU group, you’ll be motivated and encouraged by 

others just like you! When you sign up for FPU, you’ll get your member 

workbook and one free year of Financial Peace Membership, with access to 

exclusive online tools to help you on your journey. The course will take place 

on Mondays, September 9—November 9, from 7-9pm, in the Parlor. The 

Coordinators for the course will be Cheryl Damman and Katy Weeks. Reserve 

those dates on your calendar and make plans to attend.  For additional 

information and to sign up for the course visit: https://www.fpu.com/1088994  

 

Starting September 8! 

You’ll have a choice! 

On September 8 

We will Begin Offering Two Sunday Services 

9:30 am Traditional Worship* 

11:00 am Contemporary Worship** 

Children’s Church will be Offered During Both Services 

 *The traditional service offers all the moments that inspire and move you; prayer, hymns, the Chancel Choir, 

and a message to help you connect with God in a traditional manner. 

 

 **The contemporary service will feature music as a centerpiece to the worship experience, along with visuals, 

an inspiring message, and other creative elements to help you connect with God. 

 

https://www.fpu.com/1088994
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* Church Members are asked to bring a side dish or dessert to pass 

Reminder. . . 

MUMC will have a Lemonade/Roasted Corn Stand at 

Milford Memories again this year. MUMC also hosts 

an ice cream wagon with sales benefitting ASP 

(Appalachia Service Project). When you’re at Milford 

Memories be sure to stop by! 

Because of the Milford Memories festival we are pleased to share our building and our service with 

Milford Presbyterian Church members on Sunday, August 11, 2019. Let’s roll out the red carpet for 

these wonderful folks!  Rev. Bryant Anderson will be preaching. 
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8/2 Cristiano Bruletti 

8/2 Lori (Fletcher) Schwartz 

8/2 Aiden Verhey 

8/3 Carol Hawkinson 

8/5 Callie Laurent 

8/7 Ieasha Shufflebarger 

8/10 Nancy London 

8/10 Leon Wenger 

8/13 Christopher Antrim 

8/14 Robert Leibler 

8/14 Linda Lutz 

8/15 Sharon Peterson-Moshenko 

8/18 Carly Atkeson 

8/19 Robert Campbell 

8/19 Rebecca Marquardt 

8/20 Amy Radeka 

8/21 Brandon Uribe 

8/22 Quinten Smith 

8/23 Tim Bonnewell 

8/23 Lu Gierhart 

8/25 Carol Shaver 

8/29 Vicki Smith 

8/30 Linda Sturgeon 

8/31 Hunter Darrah 

8/31 Vickie Katchever 

8/11/06 Steven & Stacy Atkeson 

8/18/84 Tim & Debbie Bonnewell 

8/21/93 Doug & Amy Radeka 

8/29/81 Michael & Sue Shove 

     Do You Want to Know What’s 

 Happening at Church?           

Please visit our website, www.milfordumc.net, and our 

Facebook page. Also, you can contact our church 

office to subscribe to our weekly emails from 

churchoffice@milfordumc.net. 

 

Pastor Doug has a video blog that is shared on both 

the website and the Facebook page. 

 

Also, there is a new section to our website to include 

news and information. The area, along with all areas 

of our website is a work in progress. If you have 

something you would like added to the news and 

information section please contact the church office. 

http://www.milfordumc.net
mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Members in College: David Bonhard, Alexandra Craig, Mitchell Craig, Grant Marquardt, 
Cole McKane, Breanna Miller, Benjamin Olari, Katja Olari, Jessica Rockwell, Mike 
Rockwell, Audrey Shoberg, Brendan Shove, Dana Shove, Ieasha Shufflebarger, Kayla 
Shufflebarger, Max Smith, Nathan Smith, Sarah Smith, Ben Weeks, Kelly Weeks, and 
Lauren Whitlock.  Other church members in postsecondary education?  Please notify the 
church office.   

**Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the September Newsletter is August 15th 

Those in the Military: Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East;  
Lt. Col. Eric Harris, USMC, Japan; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force;   
Sean Konczal, Navy, DC3, serving on the Abraham Lincoln.  Others deployed?  
Please notify the church office. 

New Prayers:  Emil & Sue Tonello, Vicki Smith  

 

Sympathies:  Family of:  Robbie Oldford,  Regina Olari for brother-in-law 

Thomas passing,  Jan Olari for her brother Albert Pipper. 

Continuing Prayers:  Margie Butson, Don Fletcher, Carol Hawkinson, Patty 

Harvey, Margaret Leibler, Nancy London, Jodie, Rebecca Marquardt, Ernie 

Morris, Katja Olari, Carol  Shaver, Rebecca Uribe, New Sawtrol UMC (sister 

church, Liberia). 
    

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care:  Winnie Crawford, Bob 

Campbell, Elizabeth Gordinier, Barb Harrison, Pat Heidt,  Virginia Jeffers, Bill 

Lorenz, Ray Michaels, Patsy Patterson, Gary  Scholes, Barb Sheridan, Richard 

Skarritt, Bert & Norma Weening. 

Stephen Ministers Are There to Care. . . 

Stephen Ministers are trained care givers for people who are going through a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or relationally.  Are you lonely, experiencing 

a crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer alone. Our 

Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and 

for you, and provide confidential one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that 

you are facing. To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Fraser  248-685-9308 or Pat Loder 248-396-4391. 

Carl’s Bible Trivia for August, 2019 

Sorry, no trivia this month. We’re giving Carl the day off; he deserves a break! Carl’s equipped with a new 

resource book, so watch for his Bible Trivia next month. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbestclipartblog.com%2F26-college-clip-art.html&h=0&w=0&tbnid=JV9PJ9w9wXd2MM&zoom=1&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&docid=iX-nEuw8eVq6CM&tbm=isch&ei=KYD_U-KTCpKGyASp14KABQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
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August 2019 Sermon Themes and Worship 
Features 
 
August 4 Holy Communion 
I Corinthians 13:1-13 What Seniors and Gen X-
ers Want Most 
 
August 11 Joint Worship Service at MUMC  
with the congregation of Milford Presbyterian  
Church.  Rev. Bryant Anderson preaching.   
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Faith in the Sense of 
Trust 
 
August 18  (Church and Community  
Picnic after Worship) 
II Corinthians 5:17 Curve Balls and Change-
Ups: Finding God in the Midst of Change 
 
August 25   
Matthew 16:13-18 I Peter 2:1-5;  
Hitting a Home Run: A Vision of Our Church  
Revitalized 

 

 

Kelley’s Korner  

Dear MUMC Family and Friends, 

I cannot thank you enough for your 
generous gift of time. Your Staff 
Parish Relations Committee has 
been extremely gracious and 
shown care and concern for me 
and my family. 

Many of you already know my dad, who is 82, 
became dangerously ill over Memorial 
weekend.  He had surgery, went to a rehab 
facility, and is now home.  Physically he is 
mostly ok, but his memory is not good. 

He relies heavily on my mom for care and 
direction.  I approached Pastor Doug and asked 
if it might be possible to have 1 day off a week 
so that I could help them one full day, rather 
than driving to Saginaw 2 afternoons a week. 

It was approved by the SPRC.  The church 
office will be closed on Mondays through the 
end of August. 

Thank you all and have a very blessed August! 

 
 
 
 
August 4 
Greeter: Nancy Weeks 
Ushers:  Al Worrell, Linda Fraser, John Robinson, 
 John Moore 
Liturgist:  Jan Page 
Counters:  Linda Fraser & Al Worrell 
Children’s Church: Katie Thompson 
 
August 11 
Greeter:  Jan Page 
Ushers:  Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, Doug  
    Radeka 
Liturgist:  Lance Oberg 
Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 
Children’s Church: Stacy Atkeson 
 
August 18 
Greeters:  Cinda Everhart 
Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton, Lance Oberg, 
    Ron Opfer 
Liturgist: Judy Clemens 
Counters: Nancy Weeks & Jim VanDeventer 
Children’s Church: Brian & Heather Stevens 
 
August 25 
Greeter:  Cinda Everhart 
Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari, Carl Hawkinson 
Liturgist:  Fred Marquardt 
Counters:  John Olari & Doug Holloway 
Children’s Church: Barb Harris 
 
  
 

Noisy Offering: Community Sharing Gift Certificates 
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Church Council 

CHURCH STAFF 

    Ministers– All members of the church  

    Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

    Deacon -  Rev. Sherry Foster 

    Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge           

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher

 Office Manager-Kelley Cerny 

 Custodian-Margie Butson 


