July 2019 Newsletter
Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith
Together, Serve Others
1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381
(248) 684-2798 FAX (248) 684-9585
Office Email: churchoffice@milfordumc.net
Website: MilfordUMC.net

Pastor’s Column: Doug’s Discoveries

I’ve discovered that making disciples of Jesus Christ is still a
great adventure, over 2,000 years into our spiritual enterprise. We are
increasing our church’s focus on our Christian mission. We envision a
world enhanced by more and more people following Jesus and living in
God’s realm. That is, more people inspired by Jesus and surrendering
more completely to God’s vision for the world.
Devoted disciples of Jesus love the scriptures, and study them for a
lifetime, and keep trying to live-out their lessons.
I invite you to a 4-night Bible class based on Tom Berlin’s 2019 book,
Reckless Love: Jesus’ Call to Love Our Neighbors. It is video-based and
starts at 6:15 p.m. at Milford Presbyterian Church on Main Street at the
Corner of Liberty Street. Supper is available, starting at 5:15 p.m. each
night. This is the class for adults and youth during our community
Vacation Bible School (6pm), Sunday through Wednesday, July 21-24,
closed on Thursday, then a VBS celebration on Friday evening, July 26.
Bishop Gregory Palmer says, “Berlin reminds us that the Love of God is
not a scarce commodity that needs to be carefully doled out. God’s love
toward us is abundant. Tom offers us fresh, practical ways to love
extravagantly God, neighbor, and ourselves.” You may get a study book
in advance from me or the church office for a suggested donation of $10.
I hope to see YOU at Vacation Bible School. I love you all,
Pastor Doug
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Upcoming Events
Sunday, July 7
ASP Sunday
Sunday, July 14
Start of Worship Series
“What We All Want Most”

Saturday, July 20
ASP Golf Outing (pg.7)
Sunday, July 21
Last Service with 1967 Chancel
Design
VBS Starts
Sunday, July 28
First Service with Redesigned
Chancel (open platform and
moveable furniture)

Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry

It’s Time For Camp!
Our Michigan Area United Methodist Camps are all spruced up and ready for campers
to arrive! The summer staff is in place, trained, and their smiling faces will be there to
welcome campers of all ages to learn more about God and develop Christian
relationships out in God’s creation!
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN UP! Check out the website at umcamping.org for more information about
specific camps. Does your family camp in a tent or RV? Check out the sites at Lake Michigan and Lakeview
Camps.
Is the cost an issue? We have solutions! ALL first time campers receive a $50 instant rebate on a week-long
camp. ANYONE who brings a first-time friend to camp gets another $50, and the friend gets $50, and the
rebates are stackable so if you have enough friends, your camp could be free! Scholarships are also
available, from Michigan Area UM Camping and our church has scholarship funds available too.
Christian Camping can be a life-changing experience for all ages. At camp, God is all around us in nature
and the loving leaders and counselors who help to make each week a meaningful experience.
Brochures are available in the Fellowship Hall or Welcome Center at Milford UMC. See Rev. Sherry if you
have questions.

Let’s Connect!
In our Vital Church Initiative plan, one of our goals is find ways to connect and develop relationships with
people and groups in our community. I am the team leader for The Connections Team and it’s time to get
started on making connections and new friends!
First of all, I need some enthusiastic team members! We have lots of ideas and some follow-up on a few of
them to look at, and we need more ideas and people to help plan. Keith, our music director and I have been
looking into some musical opportunities and we may have a chance to have Brent Vernon come back in
December for an event. We also want to take advantage of our presence at Milford Memories with church
brochures at our booth, ice cream stand, and Kid Central which is run by our own Friends Preschool. We are
reaching out to Friends summer camps with a free hot dog lunch and playground time on the last day of each
week they are meeting.
In June, Ann Koss became our Team Lead for our connection with Kurtz Elementary. She had a great
meeting with Mr. Chisik, the principal, which generated about 6 ways we can partner with the school in a
symbiotic relationship. Several of our members have already signed up to be classroom readers. That’s a
great start!
Please consider joining the Connections Team this summer as we brainstorm and plan new ways of loving
God and loving others in our community! Please let me know that you want to join in our efforts and mark
your calendars for a get together to organize on July 15th at 7pm. See you then!!!

Blessings, Rev. Sherry
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Let’s Paint the Town Red!
One of our marketing strategies for our new two-service schedule starting on September 8, 2019 is
to be visible in the community with our RED “The church has left the building” T-shirts that many of
us have. When you attend concerts, or the sidewalk sales, or Milford Memories, walk your dog, or
even go to the grocery store, wearing your red shirt will probably get noticed. Smile at those who
stare at your shirt and if anyone asks about it, tell them that we love our church and are excited
about the new schedule, AND invite them to check out our ministry. Word of mouth is an easy and
great way to promote our “church by the post office”!
Don’t have a red shirt? We have the answer! Text, call, see, or email Rev. Sherry. We still have a
bunch left from our last order in most adult sizes ($9) and a few in child sizes ($8) – checks can be
written to MUMC. We are also considering an opportunity to order polo style shirts with the UMC
logo embroidered on them. Stay tuned for more information.

Stephen Ministers Are There to Care. . .
Stephen Ministers are trained care givers for people who are going through a
difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or relationally. Are you lonely, experiencing
a crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer alone. Our
Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and
for you, and provide confidential one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that
you are facing. To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders:
Linda Fraser 248-685-9308 or Pat Loder 248-396-4391.
Dear Church Family,

Stitching for Others

I would like to thank all of you for the special recognition
on Sunday, June 23 in honor of my 47 years of singing
praises to God in the Choir. I can’t tell you how I will
miss those practices every Wednesday night and singing
the beautiful anthems on Sunday mornings, not to
mention being together with Keith, Dave and the Choir
members.

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by
this wonderful fellowship group. The
group meets on Wednesdays from
10am to 4pm. All are invited to come
and help. There is a job for everyone!
No experience necessary. Needed:
knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters,
ironers, etc. For more information call
Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798

Milford United Methodist Church has always had a
dedicated music program and I am so proud to be a part
of it all these years!
Marilyn Moore
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We Keep Growing!
Meet Up and Eat Up Program Update
By
Katy Weeks
We have been serving lunches at the Commerce Meadows Mobile Home Park in Wixom for a week
now. Meet Up and Eat Up is a summer lunch program, administered by the Western Oakland Meals on
Wheels and the Michigan Department of Education, to provide nutritious meals during long school vacations
for at-risk children who normally receive free or reduced-price lunches at school. Volunteers from MUMC,
along with volunteers from SHARE homeschool group, are serving the food provided by Western Oakland
Meals on Wheels.
On the first day, we had 15 kids, and by the last day of the week there were 37, more children than we
fed on any given day in 2017! So far, we haven’t had any senior citizens come this year, a new component of
the program. I am hoping that some grandparents of current participants will take advantage of the program.
If you know of seniors over 60 years old who are low-income, please let them know that we offer
meals to them as well. We are developing relationships with many of the families. We are learning the kids’
names and their preferences.
Today, I had a mother come up to me and hug me and thank me. She said, “This program is so
great. I have such a hard time getting the kids away from screens, but yesterday they read books all
afternoon because of you. It was wonderful. Thank you.”
A big thank you to all of the people who have provided books and money toward books and prizes!
Some kids just need a little motivation to get started reading. It can be hard for some kids, especially for
those who are dyslexic or still learning to read. Reading is like many of the most fulfilling things in life—it isn’t
flashy or loud, but when one reads a particularly poignant story, travels to places one may never see in real
life, or comes to the words “The End,” it can be one of the most satisfying feelings in the world. Many of the
kids proudly tell me how many hours they read or how late they stayed awake reading in bed. They run into
the clubhouse, flashing their green reading log sheets, eager to pick gum, candy, or bubbles from the prize
table.
Yesterday, one little boy who was about seven years old came to the lunch with his dad. The dad
was on the phone and looked frazzled. He was holding paperwork for buying or renting one of the homes in
the mobile home park, and I assumed he was on the phone with the bank. After we fed the young man
lunch, I told the boy he could pick a book.
He said, so earnestly, “I don’t think I should because we might not be coming back here. We might
not get the house.”
I said, “You don’t need to bring the book back, honey. You can keep it.”
He said, “Really?” His face lit up!
When I asked him what he liked to read, he said, “Anything. Anything.” I picked a
couple of books suitable for a second-grader and, later, when I spied him sitting outside the mobile home
park office, he was deep into the book George Washington and the General’s Dog.
Thank you for helping to feed these children’s minds, as well as their bodies. To read the Bible, one
has to be able to read! For some, reading might be a ticket to a better education and a means of escaping
poverty. For others, it may just be an inexpensive pleasure or a way to escape their own lives for a while.
Whatever reading is or becomes for the children in the future, know that you are planting mustard seeds now.
On July 3rd, we will distribute snack bags filled with shelf-stable milk, yogurt, granola bars,
applesauce, and treats to satisfy the children’s hunger during the Independence Day holiday weekend when
we will not be serving lunch. Thanks to Dr. Lauryl Lepak-Krumm of Lepak Family Dentistry in Commerce
who has also donated 50 toothbrushes and toothpaste for the children. If you’re looking for a wonderful,
faithful dentist, look no further! (She’s been my dentist for over 20 years.)
In August, we will collect school supplies for our back to school backpacks. We are asking the
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Continued from page 4 . . .

congregation to help by purchasing a box of #2 pencils, a box of 24 crayons, safety scissors, a glue
stick, an eraser, and a package of 3x3 Post-It Notes and putting them in a gallon-sized Ziplock bag.
These are items required for each student at Country Oaks Elementary where the children attend. Please
drop them off at the church office by Sunday, August 4th. We are stopping our lunch service a week
earlier than last year, as directed by Meals on Wheels. If you’d like to donate funds to this ministry,
please write a check to Milford United Methodist with “Meet Up and Eat Up” on the memo line.
Many people have gone the extra mile for this ministry, but I’d like to commend a few from MUMC who
have volunteered to be captains one day every week this summer: Jan and Bob Olari, Judy Culbertson, and
Roger Clemens (as well as Stephanie Breuker from SHARE Homeschool Group). If you are interested in
volunteering, I still have a few open slots, primarily the week of July 8th and some Mondays and
Wednesdays. Register to volunteer on SignUpGenius at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0f48aca62ea7f58-meet2, email me at weeks@kathryntyler.com, or call me at 248-624-2337 with dates
you are available.

Financial Peace University to be offered at MUMC!
Are you ready to take control of your money? Financial Peace University (FPU)
is a nine-lesson course designed to help you build a budget, dump debt, grow
your wealth, and leave money stress behind! Each lesson, taught by Dave
Ramsey and his team of financial experts, is based on biblical wisdom and
common sense. In your FPU group, you’ll be motivated and encouraged by
others just like you! When you sign up for FPU, you’ll get your member
workbook and one free year of Financial Peace Membership, with access to
exclusive online tools to help you on your journey. The course will take place
on Mondays, September 9—November 9, from 7-9pm, in the Parlor. The
Coordinators for the course will be Cheryl Damman and Katy Weeks. Reserve
those dates on your calendar and make plans to attend. For additional
information and to sign up for the course visit: https://www.fpu.com/1088994

Mission U 2019
Every summer, all people are invited to workshops on Christian Mission, sponsored by United Methodist
Women. They are well-planned and at a low cost. Register by about 3 weeks in advance of each location:
Seminar Dates: July 10-13 at Albion College; July 20 (Saturday) at Southfield: Hope UMC; August 15 Hands
on Mission Event at Lake Huron Retreat Center; August 16, 17 Lake Huron Retreat Center; October 21, 22 at
Gaylord: First UMC

Plenary Session is “Practicing Resurrection,” on radical discipleship. Then choose one other: “What About
Our Money?” or Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission. Bishop David Bard is one of the leaders.
See Pastor Doug for more details.

Volunteer at General Conference, May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis, MN
Greeters, ushers, drivers, prayer room hosts, translators, administrative support: Most volunteers
select 3-hour shifts at some or all of the 10 day conference. You can also serve prior to the first day
of the conference. Learn more at www.gc2020welcome.org
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Coming September 8!

You’ll have a choice!
On September 8
We will Begin Offering Two Sunday Services
9:30 am Traditional Worship*
11:00 am Contemporary Worship**
Children’s Church will be Offered During Both Services
*The traditional service offers all the moments that inspire and move you; prayer, hymns, the Chancel Choir,
and a moving message to allow you to experience and connect with God in a traditional manner.
**The contemporary service will feature music as a centerpiece to the worship experience. This service
features a moving message, prayer, and the music designed to move the soul through experiences designed
to inspire and connect you with God and those around you.

Africa University Update
Our United Methodist University in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe, was not damaged in the March, 2019
storm called, “Cyclone Idai.” Their neighbors, however, suffered severe damage, 75 miles away.
Pastor Eurico Gustavo, a Mozambican, graduated from AU in 2013 and serves in the region. He
says, “Almost all the roofs of the churches in our conference were blown away. The walls of some
parsonages collapsed, leaving the pastors homeless.” Cyclone Idai struck 15 of 29 districts in the
Malawi Provisional Conference. Africa University has sent teams of volunteers with various
specialties and has dedicated $50,000 to rebuild a primary school. AU will partner in church
reconstruction and agricultural responses. Thanks to support from United Methodists around the
world, through “Ministry Shares,” Africa University is educating Christian leaders who are making a
difference across the continent and throughout the world.
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study News!
Our faithful Wednesday morning gang has decided to keep meeting through the summer! We are
studying selected chapters from “Detective Stories from the Bible” by J. Ellsworth Kalas. (The book
is available on Amazon. We will have some copies of each chapter available too.) The author has
written about ideas, stories and passages in the Bible from the perspective of a detective solving
mysteries. Each chapter is a story, so it is fine to pop in and out during vacations.
We will be looking at other books in August and deciding on our next study for the Fall season.
All are welcome to join us any week or weeks you are able to in the parlor on Wednesdays at 10am.
(Sometimes we even have snacks!) Come join the fun and fellowship!

Open Invitation to All
(Youth and Adults Class During Vacation Bible School)
“Reckless Love” A Weeknight Adult Study,
July 21 –24, 2019
We invite you to a four-night learning and discussion experience for adults, 6:15 p.m. - 7:45
p.m., Sunday—Wednesday. The interactive experience will take place at Milford Presbyterian Church during
the evening Vacation Bible School, which is mostly for children.
*VBS REGISTRATION NOW OPEN:
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/milfordpc
From 5:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., arrive when you can for a simple supper in the church hall. Help the kids get
started with their VBS program, then join us when
MILFORD COMMUNITY
you can for the adult study. Follow the signs to our
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
meeting space. We’ll dismiss by 7:45p.m., and the
July 21-24 & 26
children are dismissed at 8:00 p.m.

“Reckless Love: Jesus’ Call To Love Our Neighbor” is an exploration of Jesus’ teaching and travels with his disciples. Tom Berlin suggests that
Jesus teaches us how to love God with heart, soul,
mind and strength by showing us how to love our
neighbor. While many hope to learn to be better
family, friends, leaders, and neighbors by finding a
deeper relationship with God, what if becoming a
better neighbor leads us to that deeper love of
God. Suggested donation: $10. Books available
in advance from the MUMC church office.

5:15-8:00 PM
LOCATION:

Milford Presbyterian Church
238 North Main Street
Milford, Michigan 48381

THE DETAILS:
Dinner (optional) from 5:15 to 6 pm
Program from 6 to 8 pm, for students entering Preschool
thru 4th grade, plus a class for adults and youth
Registration is FREE! CD’s and T-shirts available $5 ea.

Register by calling: 248.684.2805
Sponsored by: Milford Presbyterian Church, Milford United Methodist Church &
St. George Episcopal Church
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7/07/01 Al Worrell & Linda Fraser
7/10/93 Carl & Carol Hawkinson
7/11/58 John & Virginia Orr
7/11/64 George & Juanita Rogers

7/1 Kayla Shufflebarger

7/14/08 7/14/08 Bill & Lora Holcomb

7/5 Margie Butson

7/16/60 Roger & Marcia Watkins

7/7 Ernie Morris (98)

7/22/06 Brian & Heather Stevens

7/7 Virginia Orr

7/23/11 Justin & Katie Thompson

7/9 Erika Dee
7/9 Frank Henry Fisher

We congratulate MUMC
member Rachel McAuliffe who
wed Jimmy Kaplan on June 8
on Santorini Island, in Greece.
Rachel and Jimmy are both
Cardiac Critical Care nurses. They will reside in
Ann Arbor.
Rachel is the Granddaughter of Joan Wilson who is
also a MUMC member.

7/9 Phil Harris
7/12 Emil Tonello
7/13 Steven Peacock
7/17 Hudson Briggs
7/18 Gail Bourns

7/18 Carol Cronk
7/19 Marvin Delaney
7/20 Sally Schiemann
7/21 Sherry Foster

Do You Want to Know What’s
Happening at Church?

7/21 Lauren Whitlock

Please visit our website, www.milfordumc.net, and our
Facebook page. Also, you can contact our church
office to subscribe to our weekly emails from
churchoffice@milfordumc.net.

7/22 Norman Bourns
7/22 Virginia Jeffers
7/25 Laura Bonhard

7/25 Kelley Cerny
7/25 Bryant Dee

Pastor Doug has a video blog that is shared on both
the website and the Facebook page.

7/28 Keith Prestridge
7/28 Nicholas Smith

Also, there is a new section to our website to include
news and information. The area, along with all areas
of our website is a work in progress. If you have
something you would like added to the news and
information section please contact the church office.

7/30 Cheryl Smith
7/31 Kaitlyn Gorton
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Carl’s Bible Trivia for July, 2019
1. Name a small, three-cornered, four-stringed instrument found in the Bible.
2. When the Philistines were transporting the Ark of the Covenant, they reached out to steady it.
After daring to touch the sacred object, how were they afflicted?
3. A woman approached Jesus for healing from a long-term hemorrhage. According to church
tradition, what was her name?
4. Gideon captured and killed a Midianite Prince. What was his name?
5. What is the meaning of the word, “Zion?”
6. In the Bible, what is the name of the adult, female, red deer, which was a symbol of beauty and
deeper loyalty?
Answers at bottom of page.
New Prayers: Juanita Rogers
Continuing Prayers: Don Fletcher, Robbi, Carol Hawkinson, Patty Harvey,
Margaret Leibler, Nancy London, Rebecca Marquardt, Rachel McAuliffe, Ernie
Morris, Katja Olari, Rebecca Uribe, New Sawtrol UMC (sister church, Liberia).
Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care: Winnie Crawford,
Elizabeth Gordinier, Barb Harrison, Pat Heidt, Virginia Jeffers, Bill Lorenz, Ray
Michaels, Patsy Patterson, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan, Richard Skarritt, Bert &
Norma Weening.
Members in College: David Bonhard, Alexandra Craig, Mitchell Craig, Grant Marquardt,
Cole McKane, Breanna Miller, Benjamin Olari, Luke Olari, Katja Olari, Jessica Rockwell,
Mike Rockwell, Audrey Shoberg, Brendan Shove, Dana Shove, Ieasha Shufflebarger,
Kayla Shufflebarger, Max Smith, Nathan Smith, Sarah Smith, Ben Weeks, Kelly Weeks,
and Lauren Whitlock. Other church members in postsecondary education? Please notify
the church office.

Those in the Military: Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East; Lt. Col. Eric
Harris, USMC, Japan; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force. Others deployed? Please notify the church office. Thank you all for your service!!
Answers to Above Trivia
1. Trigon; 2. With “boils” or tumors; 3. Veronica; 4. Zebb; 5. The precise meaning is unknown, but it may be a
Hebrew word for “citadel” or “fortress”; 6. Hind

**Newsletter Deadline**
The Deadline for the August Newsletter is July 15th
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July 2019 Sermon Themes and Worship
Features
July 7
Greeter: Julie Cohen
Ushers: Al Worrell, Linda Fraser, John Robinson,
John Moore
Liturgist: ASP
Counters: Linda Fraser & Al Worrell
Children’s Church: Katie Thompson

July 7 ASP Sunday: 2019 Theme
I Samuel 25:6 “Be the Peace”
July 14
Matthew 6:25-33 “What We All Want Most”
Anthem: “Every Promise”

July 14
Greeter: Debbie Bonnewell & Bette Knedgen
Ushers: Jeff Motschenbacher, Chris Smith, Doug
Radeka
Liturgist: Vicki Smith
Counters: Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell
Children’s Church: Stacy Atkeson

July 21 Last service with 1967 Chancel Design
VBS starts tonight
I Timothy 1:5 “What God Wants Most”
July 28 First Service with redesigned chancel,
with open platform and moveable furniture.
Matthew 19:13-15; Acts 1:8
“What Children Want Most”

July 21
Greeters: Lance Oberg
Ushers: Roger Clemens, Carla Gorton, Lance Oberg,
Ron Opfer
Liturgist: Gary Herwick
Counters: Juanita Rogers & Jim VanDeventer
Children’s Church: Brian & Heather Stevens
July 28
Greeter: Keesha McKane
Ushers: Jan/Bob, Regina Olari, Carl Hawkinson
Liturgist: Kendall Klingensmith
Counters: Larry and Carol Shaver
Children’s Church: Barb Harris

Kelley’s Korner
I am so very thankful that God is
an active participant in my
life. The Holy Spirit guides us,
helps us understand the scriptures,
and encourages us to go deeper
on our spiritual journey.

Noisy Offering: Cass Community Support
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Children’s Ministry Team/
Funeral Dinners

When I stop and consider how far
the Gospel has reached because
Gutenberg figured out how to
greatly improve the printing press, I am amazed!
God’s Word never returns void.
Even though I will always fall short, God never
does. I am so thankful for God’s Grace and
Mercy, strength and guidance, and most of all,
His Love and Faithfulness.

CHURCH STAFF
Ministers– All members of the church
Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn
Deacon - Rev. Sherry Foster
Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge
Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris
Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher
Office Manager-Kelley Cerny
Custodian-Margie Butson

Have a very Blessed July!
Kelley
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