April 2019 Newsletter
Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith
Together, Serve Others
1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381
(248) 684-2798 FAX (248) 684-9585
Office Email: churchoffice@milfordumc.net
Website: MilfordUMC.net

Pastor’s Column: Doug’s Discoveries
Dear Readers,
Thank you for the positive feedback on last month’s survey
question regarding the usefulness of this column. I welcome suggestions
for topics you’d like to read about here. Also, please visit our website and
click on my video blog posts. I plan to communicate more often in that
format.
I’ve discovered that following Jesus requires walking by faith. It requires
raising your foot for the next step even before you can see the path
ahead. In a storm at sea (Matthew 14), Jesus’ disciples see Jesus
approach, walking on the sea. Peter tries it too. He wasn’t great at itbut who are we to criticize!?
I often see you living by faith, in small group Bible Study, and when you
step into the sandals of ministry in dozens of ways. I see your faith when
you serve meals to shut-ins and to the children of Commerce Meadows.
Last year in faith you hired a worship leader and an architect. I’d say
that we climbed out of the boat, and we’re water walking! Like Peter, we
sink at times, but again, who am I to criticize!?
We’re getting more focused on our stated mission: “Making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” Keep lifting your feet
for the next step. One of my mentors says, “We find the road by
walking.” “Good work, Peter! Good work, church! Keep your eyes on
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith”
I love you all,
Pastor Doug

Upcoming Events
Sunday, April 7
Holy Communion
Sunday, April 14
Palm Sunday
Children’s Sabbath
Camp Promotion Sunday
Thursday, April 18
6:30pm Meal (all are welcome)
7:00pm Holy Communion (all are
welcome)
Friday, April 19
1:00pm Community Worship at
St. George’s Episcopal, Joint
Choir, Pastor Doug Preaching

Sunday, April 21
8:30am Easter Breakfast
10:00am Easter Worship with
Choir Cantata
Sunday, April 28
Hymn Sing
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry

Welcome to Spring? (Hope springs eternal!)
As Easter approaches, we remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us
through his life, death on a cross, and resurrection. Christians around the world
experience the solemn thoughts, prayers, and meditations on what that means for us in our world
today, and we experience the mountain-top celebration of his resurrection, love and joy on Easter
Sunday.
I invite you to participate in as many of our Holy Week experiences as you can to deepen your
relationship with God. Palm Sunday we will wave the palms as we commemorate Jesus’ triumphant
entry into Jerusalem and celebrate God’s creation. Maundy Thursday we will gather for a Soup
Supper, (bring your favorite bread to share) and follow the stations of the cross through pictures and
prayers. Good Friday afternoon will be a community worship service at St. George’s Episcopal
Church with a mass choir. Of course Easter Sunday will start with a breakfast and then a joyful
worship service to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. (See the church calendar and weekly
bulletins for times) All of these events will enrich your faith.
We are also entering the season where thoughts turn to camp and camping. As the camp
coordinator for Milford UMC and serving as a board member for Michigan Area UM Camping, I
encourage you to check out our camp offerings, both RV camping and residential camps. Even
though a hard decision was made to close several camps for this year, there are lots of
opportunities and some camps have been moved to other of our facilities. Did you know that a child
who goes to a week of camp spends more time in God’s presence than they do in a year of Sunday
School? It’s true! Discounts are available for first time campers and for anyone who signs a friend
up for camp. There are also scholarships available through the camping program and from our local
church if needed. If you have any questions about the camps or signing up, please look for the
brochures on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or the Welcome Center, or contact Rev. Sherry.
You can register on the website www.umcamping.org or use a form in the brochure.
LET’S ALL GO TO CAMP AND BE WITH GOD!

Blessings to everyone in this Easter season!
Rev. Sherry
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We are Starting a New, Band-led Worship Service and Small Groups to Fulfill
our Mission of Disciple Making
The New Service Launch Team has 16 of the 20 team members needed (Join us!) We meet twice
a month to pray together and learn how each of us can help prepare for the fall 2019 launch of a
new Sunday service, with a worship band, hospitality, children’s worship, and small groups for
meaningful friendship and spiritual formation. Please call me to learn more.
-John Heidt, Launch Team Lead, 586-747-3802

We are Aligning All Ministries with our Mission, Vision, and Core Values
All ministries have been evaluated for alignment and fruitfulness. Ministry leaders have responded
to the initial Ministry Review, and the Church Council will continue the alignment process this month.

Children’s Ministries
We are looking for persons who want to expand our outreach with children at Kurtz Elementary
School and at Commerce Meadows Manufactured Home Community. To inquire, please contact the
clergy.

Discontinuation of the Prayer Partner Program
(PPP)
The Prayer Partner Program was a wonderful program that
paired up children and adults from our congregation. The
adult then prayed for the child regularly and generally
nurtured a loving relationship. Often the adult surprised the
child with cards, small gifts, and lots of encouragement.
Having had three children in this program, we felt that our
children really loved knowing that someone other than their
parents prayed for them. Over the last few years many
children in the program graduated, moved away, or changed
churches. The same went for many adults involved.
Even though the PPP is discontinued at this time, I would
encourage adults that had a partner in the program, to
continue praying for that child/ young adult. Prayer is
powerful and never wasted on anyone.

Community Sharing Donations
Maybe you have noticed the big red
tubs in the entranceway of the church.
Well– the Mission Committee accepts
and encourages donations of canned
and non-perishable food items for the
Community Sharing Mission in
Highland. There is a constant need for
our donations, so, please, bring a can of
soup, vegetables, fruit or whatever you
and your family enjoy and share it with
those who are in need.
In Christ’s Service,
The Mission Committee

Any question can be directed to Regina Olari
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On March 10th Six New Members were
Welcomed to the Church
Dianne Prestridge—Dianne was born in Tennessee
and raised in Sterling Heights, MI. She went to college
at the University of Tennessee at Martin where she met
Keith. They have been married for 36 years and have
one daughter. Dianne is a lifelong Methodist and was
baptized and confirmed at Sterling Heights United
Methodist Church. She is the daughter of a Church
Organist and has been a member of the ‘adult’ choir
since the 7th grade. Her spiritual gifts are in Leadership,
Administration and Service and she’s been very active From left to right: Dianne Prestridge, Keith Prestridge, Nancy Bassett,
Mike Bassett, Karen Rock, Roger Cornett
in various Methodist churches. Music is where she
shares her faith best as a bell and choir member. She is looking forward to continuing her path in discipleship
here with the church family at MUMC.
Keith Prestridge—Keith is the Worship Leader/Music Director for MUMC. Keith graduated from the
University of Tennessee at Martin with a Bachelor’s of Music in Education. He went on to receive a Master’s
of Music in Performance on Saxophone from McNeese State University in Lake Charles, LA. Keith taught
private lessons on saxophone, flute, and clarinet for many years before becoming a Church Music Director.
He was the choir director at Trailwood UMC in Grand Prairie, TX, leading the Chancel Choir, Handbells, and
Children’s Choir. The family moved to Mesquite, TX where Keith was Music Director at the First United
Methodist Church for 16 years, leading the Chancel Choir and Children’s Choir, and he helped develop and
start a contemporary service. While in Louisiana he played in various big bands and in Texas enjoyed playing
in an 18 piece Christian Big Band for over a decade. In addition to his worship and music duties at MUMC, he
still enjoys playing instruments whenever possible. Keith is married to Diane.
Nancy and Mike Bassett—Mike and Nancy moved to the Highland-Milford area from Plymouth, MI 30 years
ago. They previously were members of MUMC for almost 20 years but decided to transfer to another area
church where excellent Bible studies were offered. But they missed their “home” church and their many
friends at MUMC and decided to return to MUMC. Mike’s interest was enjoying the outdoors through hunting
and fishing, although with the passing of years it is centered on walks with their dog. Nancy’s interest is in
crafts. She makes cards and knits scarfs for family and those in need. They also enjoy their family which
includes three daughters, seven grandchildren, three brothers-in-law and three sisters-in-law, five nephews
and one niece and their families.

Karen Rock–Karen’s sponsor, Linda Herwick, has known Karen since the ‘80’s, when their boys attended
Generations Youth Group led by Robin Fletcher. Karen loves to read and spend time with her grandchildren.
Karen’s many friends at MUMC are so glad she’s back at the church. She joined the church as a reaffirmation
of faith.
Roger Cornett—Roger was baptized as a newborn in the Methodist Church in Fort Wayne, Indiana, attended
school in Livonia and Novi before graduating from Michigan State University. He was blessed with a brother
Brian and sister Carla and is married and further blessed with two wonderful grown boys, Nathan and Aaron.
After rediscovering God as an adult and after living in Milford for 21 years, Roger’s personal interests and
activities are extremely varied. Among them are walking, hiking, and snowshoeing. Could it be just a
coincidence when Roger came upon Pastor Doug as they happened to be walking on the Milford High School
track last year? That meeting with Pastor Doug led to Roger’s decision to begin attending MUMC. As a self
employed IT professional and as a member of our church, Roger will be joining our Communications Team
and looking forward to helping MUMC fulfill God’s mission as he himself continues to grow spiritually.
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United Methodist Women
April Schedule
April 4—9:30 am-Executive Board
April 6—Keep Making Peace Social Action Event, University UMC, East Lansing
April 12—10:00 am, Clara’s Helping Hands Circle, Hostess: Linda Sturgeon
April 14—”Sisters in Christ Tea” Event, Sunday 2:00 pm—4:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
April 21—Easter Sunday
April 23—7:00 pm Mary Martha Circle, at MUMC—Parlor, Devotions: Judy Culbertson
Joyful Noise Bell Choir Easter Flower Order Form
In Memory of or In Honor of Our Loved Ones and Friends
All orders need to be turned in to a Bell Choir member or the
church office by April 7, 2019.
Any flowers not picked up on Easter Sunday (directly after
the service) will be donated to a deserving family.
Please check off or write the quantity in the space provided. If
more than one color is available, circle the color you would
prefer. (All are 6” pots.) Please note that your phone number
is required.

Lily

Single plant

$12.00_____

Hyacinth

Blue or Pink

$12.00_____

Daffodil

Yellow

$12.00_____

Tulip Pink, Red, Yellow, Lavender

$12.00_____

Hydrangea Pink or Blue

$15.00_____

In Memory Of:______________________________________
In Honor Of: _______________________________________
Given By: __________________________________________
Phone #: ________________________
Name of Person Picking Up Plant(s):
___________________________________________
Phone # of Person Picking Up Plant(s):
____________________________________________
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Join the Men’s
Club as they
serve a delicious
Easter morning
breakfast of pancakes, scrambled
eggs, hash browns, sausage, bacon.
Breakfast will be served starting at
8:30 am. There will be a free will
offering.

Our sincere apologies to those
people who we changed the
date of their birthday in our
March listing! To answer the
question of one birthday
person—no, just because we
gave you a different birth date, it did not mean you
were supposed to receive two birthday cakes!!

4/2 Sarah Bonhard
4/2 Ken Lawrence
4/3 Charlotte Lubeski
4/7 Julie Cohen
4/8 Alexis Staab

4/8 Nolan Stevens
4/10 Hugh Larson

4/15/89 Matt & Kecia McKane

4/10 Madison Nastally

4/25/81 George & LouAnne Blouin

4/10 Audrey Shoberg

4/28/62 Ralph & Dorothy Kellner

4/11 Luke Olari

4/30/94 Del & Karin Dee

4/12 Mary Bonhard
4/12 John Darrah
4/12 Ralph Kellner
4/12 Larry Shaver
4/15 Bert Weening

Do You Want to Know What’s
Happening at Church?

4/16 Andrea Bruletti

Please visit our website, www.milfordumc.net, and our
Facebook page. Also, you can contact our church
office to subscribe to our weekly emails from
churchoffice@milfordumc.net.

4/16 Christopher Smith
4/16 Ashley Verhey
4/16 Jarrett Worrell
4/16 Tenley Worrell
4/17 Fred Marquardt

Pastor Doug has a video blog that is shared on both
the website and the Facebook page.

4/20 Janet Page

4/22 Teresa Gierhart
Also, there is a new section to our website to include
news and information. The area, along with all areas
of our website is a work in progress. If you have
something you would like added to the news and
information section please contact the church office.

4/22 Ann Koss
4/24 Nora Mahoney
4/25 Rachel McAuliffe
4/26 Joe Scott
4/27 Mary Ann O’Brien
4/30 Tom O’Brien
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MUMC will Participate Again in the Meet Up and Eat Up Program!

The Meet Up and Eat Up Program FAQ 2019
What is it?
The Meet Up and Eat Up Program is a summer meals program for children. It was created to ensure that
children in low-income areas could continue to receive nutritious meals during long school vacations, when they do not
have access to the National School Lunch Program. Western Oakland Meals on Wheels is sponsoring local free meals
for children summer programs, also known as Meet Up and Eat Up. A representative of the Milford United Methodist
Church is coordinating all of the volunteers for one of the summer meal program sites.
Who may eat?
All children under 18 years of age qualify and can receive a free meal. This site typically feeds 25 - 50 children.
Where is it?
This program will be held in the clubhouse of the Commerce Meadows Mobile Home Park at 2400 Commerce
Circle North; Wixom, MI 48393. Commerce Meadows is just west of the corner of Wixom Rd. and Glengary Rd.
When is it?
Volunteers are asked to work from 11:00 am – 12:45 pm. Meals are served 11:30 am - 12:30 pm, Monday
- Friday from June 17, 2019 - August 30, 2019.
How many volunteers are needed?
Each day, we need three volunteers: one team captain and two volunteer teammates.
What do volunteers do?
Volunteers ensure the food transporter has dropped off the food, serve the food to the children (lunch cafeteria
style), and clean up after the meal, which takes about fifteen minutes.
Who can volunteer?
Anyone over 12 years old can be a designated volunteer teammate, but families with younger children
are welcome to help, too. Team captains must be over 18 years old. For example, a parent could be a team captain
and bring her children (the twelve-year-old could be a designated volunteer while the eight-year-old could come along to
help stack milk cartons, wipe down tables, or do other tasks.) Students over 14 years old may volunteer on their own,
without a parent, as long as the coordinator has a phone number where the parent may be reached in an
emergency. Please make a note of this on the SignUpGenius when you register.
Several groups are participating in this volunteer effort, including individuals from Milford United Methodist
Church, Friends Preschool, SHARE Homeschool Group, and others. Thus, you may be working with people from your
organization and/or other community groups. Introduce yourself and get to know other people who care!
Who supplies the food?
Western Oakland Meals on Wheels. The WOMoW prepares food in its central kitchen and delivers the food to
each meal site, as well as disposable serving supplies and cleaning materials. Typically, three days a week the meals
are hot, such as tacos or chicken legs, and two days a week the meals are cold sandwiches.
Will I receive any training?
Yes. Volunteer training will be held on Monday, June 3, 2019 at 7pm - 8pm in the Parlor at Milford United
Methodist Church (1200 Atlantic Street; Milford, MI 48381). If you want to volunteer but are unable to attend the
training, please contact the volunteer coordinator Katy Weeks at weeks@kathryntyler.com for more information.
How can I volunteer?
Register online at Sign-Up Genius: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48aca62ea7f58-meet2 . Or, if
you are unable to use the Sign-Up Genius system, you may email the volunteer coordinator Katy Weeks at
weeks@kathryntyler.com or call 248-624-2337 with dates when you are able to work.
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Stephen Ministers Are There to Care. . .
Stephen Ministers are trained care givers for people who are going through a
difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or relationally. Are you lonely, experiencing
a crisis, or simply stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer alone. Our
Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and
for you, and provide confidential one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that
you are facing. To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders:
Linda Fraser 248-685-9308 or Pat Loder 248-396-4391.

Carl’s Bible Trivia for April, 2019 (The answers are printed below.)
1. Who was Hermogenes?
2. What is the name of Timothy’s maternal grandmother, a faithful woman?
3. LXX is the symbol for the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. It is called the S_________.
4. Moses and his sister, Miriam, had a brother. His name is first in a Bible dictionary. Who is it?
5. What is the Aramaic term for “Father,” used to address God in prayer?
New Prayers: Patty Harvey, Don M., Alvin W., baby needing surgery, father with
cancer.
Continuing Prayers: Church Council reviewing input on the report of the Ministry
Review Team, Facilities Upgrade Task Force with Architect, Carol Hawkinson, Margaret
Leibler, Nancy London, Rebecca Marquardt, Rachel McAuliffe, John Robinson, Rebecca
Uribe, New Sawtrol UMC (sister church, Liberia).
Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care: Evelyn Cohea, Winnie
Crawford, Elizabeth Gordinier, Barb Harrison, Pat Heidt, Virginia Jeffers, Bill Lorenz,
Ray Michaels, Patsy Patterson, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan, Richard Skarritt, Bert &
Norma Weening
Members in College: David Bonhard, Alexandra Craig, Mitchell Craig, Grant
Marquardt, Cole McKane, Breanna Miller, Benjamin Olari, Luke Olari, Katja Olari, Jessica
Rockwell, Mike Rockwell, Audrey Shoberg, Brendan Shove, Dana Shove, Ieasha
Shufflebarger, Kayla Shufflebarger, Max Smith, Nathan Smith, Sarah Smith, Ben Weeks,
Kelly Weeks, and Lauren Whitlock. Other church members in postsecondary education?
Please notify the church office.
Those in the Military: Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East; Lt. Col. Eric
Harris, USMC, Japan; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force. Others deployed? Please notify the church office. Thank you all for your service!!

Answers to Carl’s Bible Trivia for April, 2019:
1. The Asian Christian known only as one who deserted St. Paul. 2. Lois 3. Septuagint
4. Aaron, best known as the head of the Hebrew priesthood. 5. Abba

**Newsletter Deadline**
The Deadline for the May Newsletter is April 15th
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April 2019 Sermon Themes & Worship Features
April 7 Lent V Holy Communion
Psalm 84:5 Address This Mess

April 7
Greeters: Gary & Linda Herwick
Ushers: Julius Glinter, John Robinson, John Moore
Liturgist: Tracy Bruletti
Counters: John Olari & Doug Holloway
Children’s Church: Katie Thompson

April 14 Palm Sunday
Children’s Sabbath/Camp Promotion Sunday
Philippians 1:6 The Message in the Mess
Special Music: “The Palms”
April 18 Maundy Thursday
6:30 pm Meal (all are welcome)
7:00 pm Holy Communion (all are welcome)

April 14
Greeter: Karen Nelson
Ushers: Doug Radeka, Ray Michaels, Jeff
Motschenbacher, Chris Smith
Liturgist: Ann Koss
Counters: Bette Knedgen & Jim VanDeventer
Children’s Church: Stacy Atkeson

April 19 Good Friday
1:00 pm Community Worship at St. George’s Episcopal,
Joint Choir, Pastor Doug preaching
John 19:23-30 “Save Us, O Lord, from the Mess We’ve
Made”
April 21 Easter Sunday
8:30 am Easter Breakfast
10:00 am Easter Worship with Choir Cantata
Luke 24:1-12 “Restored: Imagine Your Soul Made New”

April 21
Greeter: TBD
Ushers: Roger Clemens, Lance Oberg, Ron Opfer,
Carla Gorton
Liturgist: Barb Harris
Counters: Nancy Weeks
Children’s Church: Heather and Brian Stevens

April 28 Hymn Sing
Luke 10:25-37 Compassion for Our Close Neighbors

Kelley’s Korner

April 28
Greeters: Joan Wilson
Ushers: Jan/Bob, Regina Olari, Carl Hawkinson
Liturgist: Katy Weeks
Counters: Larry and Carol Shaver
Children’s Church: Barb Harris

I appreciate the boldness of John the
Baptizer in Mark 1:1-8 (New Living
Translation)
“John the Baptist Prepares the Way”
1 This is the Good News about Jesus
the Messiah, the Son of God. It began
2 just as the prophet Isaiah had written:
“Look, I am sending my messenger
ahead of you, and he will prepare your way. 3 He is
a voice shouting in the wilderness,‘Prepare the way
for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’” 4 This
messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the
wilderness and preached that people should be
baptized to show that they had repented of their sins
and turned to God to be forgiven. 5 All of Judea,
including all the people of Jerusalem, went out to
see and hear John. And when they confessed their
sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 6 His
clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he
wore a leather belt around his waist. For food he ate
locusts and wild honey.7 John announced:
“Someone is coming soon who is greater than I
am—so much greater that I’m not even worthy to
stoop down like a slave and untie the straps of his
sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit!”

Noisy Offering: Imagine No Malaria
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Missions Committee

CHURCH STAFF
Ministers– All members of the church
Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn
Deacon - Rev. Sherry Foster
Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge
Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris
Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher
Office Manager-Kelley Cerny
Custodian-Margie Butson

I pray that during this Lent season, we all are turning
our hearts to our Savior Jesus Christ with appreciation and humility.
May you be filled with His Spirit this Easter! ~ Kelley

9

