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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net 

November 2018 Newsletter 

         Pastor’s Column: Doug’s Discoveries 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, November 4 

Holy Communion/All Saints Day 

Church Conference at S. Lyon 

UM Church 

 

Saturday, November 10 

Holiday Market & Craft Show  

  

Sunday, November 11 

Veterans Day Recognition 

 

Saturday, November 17 

3rd Saturday Worship, 5 pm 

 

Sunday, November 18 

Consecration Sunday 

Celebration Luncheon  

 

Sunday, November 25 

Christ the King Sunday 

United Methodist Student Sunday 

 

     

 

 

I’ve discovered that living in God’s kingdom, with God’s help, 

is within our reach.  In Mark 12, a religious scholar asked Jesus which 

commandment is the first of all.  Jesus famously chose the commandment 

to love God and added that the second is like it- “Love your neighbor as 

you love yourself.”  The scribe, though conditioned to honor their 

elaborate system of rules and sacrifices, affirmed that Jesus had it right.  

God’s priority is not on keeping religious traditions, but on love for God 

and neighbor.  Jesus said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of 

God.”   

 

Last night I watched the 2012 movie, “Lincoln,” in which Steven Spielberg 

spent $65,000,000 portraying President Lincoln in the final year of The 

Civil War and the political battle to pass the 13th amendment.  It prohibited 

slavery, not merely as an executive order, but as constitutional law.  The 

Great Emancipator convinced members of congress to see the obvious, 

full humanity of people whom they had been conditioned to see as 

unequal to themselves.  Some lawmakers and others were holding fiercely 

to their worldview, or traditions, or arguments to keep people as slaves, or 

to delay the vote on the constitutional amendment because of its impact 

on the southern economy, or other arguments.  The goodness and 

rightness of abolition was obvious to Mr. Lincoln, and the movie portrays 

his brilliant way of helping people see the world in a way they had never 

seen it before.  When he died, they said, “Now he belongs to the ages.”  

We honor him because he led a divided nation into a new era with greater 

liberty and justice for all.   

 

So also Jesus taught the scribes, and us, in Mark 12.  As they began to 

see that love mattered more than the requirements of the law, he said, 

“You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  I pray God will help us to see 

every place where we are “not far” from God’s kingdom, and that God will 

help us enter! 

 
    I love you all, 

 

    Pastor Doug 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

 

 

 

 

In the fall, the holidays seem to get closer together; in fact, often Thanksgiving is 

squished in the middle between Halloween and Christmas and not given its due 

recognition or celebration. Most retailers run from Halloween straight into Christmas 

décor, food and gifts. Just try finding Thanksgiving decorations or tableware after November 1! Of course, 

the Black Friday sales and deals have taken over Thanksgiving 

Day (and some days before and after) to get us to concentrate on 

the retail side of Christmas even sooner.  I found this cartoon years 

ago and it is always a reminder to me that taking time to be thankful 

is important and we shouldn’t rush through it. By taking time to 

thank God for all he has given us and to share a meal and time with 

others, whether it be family or friends or strangers, we in a sense, 

focus ourselves to preparing to receive God’s greatest gift, his only 

Son, Jesus Christ, during Advent. I encourage us to take time to 

show and tell those we love how much they mean to us and how much we appreciate their talents and 

service. I would also encourage us to remember to take time to pray together and have a truly thankful 

Thanksgiving. 

My love and prayers to all of you, 

Rev. Sherry Foster, Deacon 

P.S. 

Please keep Sandy Thomann, Dottie Mantela, and myself in your prayers as we travel to the Holy Land on 

November 12 with 150 other people and our Bishop, David Bard.  

  Wednesday/Sunday Morning Advent Bible Study 

Nov. 28 – Dec. 23, 2018, 10am 

 

All are welcome to join our class on Wednesday 

mornings or Sunday mornings during Advent as we 

study Christmas through the eyes of Joseph with 

Adam Hamilton’s book, “Faithful.”  This study 

includes a learning DVD and will also be the basis  

for our worship series in Advent. Books are 

available for $10 each in the church office, and 

from Pastor Doug or Rev. Sherry. 

Come join the fellowship of our class and explore deeper meanings 

and messages in the Christmas story. Hope to see you there! 

Help Wanted! 

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 

needs regular  and back-up child 

caregivers for one--a--month 

meetings (2nd Friday, 9:15-1145 

am) $25 per meeting. If interest-

ed, please contact Rev. Sherry 

Foster 248-318-5613 or 

sherylafoster@gmail.com. Next 

meeting is November 9. 
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Christmas Cards 

 

Pick-up some Christmas Cards (by donation) at the church office.  They 

feature a photo of the large Nativity that we place on the church lawn during 

Advent.    

November 2018 

 

Friends' Parent Tot Program  

We meet Friday mornings from 10-11:30. The group enjoys 
time to socialize, sing, create projects and share in a short 
story or lesson. There is always room for one more. Let us 

know if would like to join with your toddler.  

 

Friends Has a NEW Kindergarten Room:  

We were able to begin our fall with a brand new classroom on our upper level for 
Kindergarteners. Our kindergarten teacher, Ms. Sheri, is state licensed and offers an 
interactive program. If you have friends or family looking for a great option for their child, 
please encourage them to come for a visit.  

 

Milford Fire Department Visits Friends: 

On Thursday, October 18, the Milford Fire Fighters came to visit our preschool program, 
teaching "Wise" with fire safety. All of the children were given their homework: create an 

escape plan for your family. Are YOU prepared? 

 

Thanksgiving Celebration 

Friends will be having their Thanksgiving celebration on November 14-15 at 7pm. The children will present a 
Thanksgiving skit and refreshments will follow. 
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This thank you note was sent to Pastor Doug after Principal Chisik attended 

our church service: 

 

Dear Doug, 

Thank you so much for having me attend your service recently. I can’t tell 

you how wonderful it was to be received so positively by you and so many of 

the amazing people in attendance. I truly was made to feel like a million 

bucks as I interacted with and shared information with our neighbors. I 

continue to be impressed with you and your organization. I look forward to 

growing our community partnership. 

    Best, 

    Mr. Steve Chisik 

    Principal of Kurtz Elementary School 

New Music Director Arrives 
By  

Katy Weeks 

Break out the brass band!  In October, Keith Prestridge joined us as our new 
music director.  Keith comes to us from the First United Methodist Church in 
Mesquite, Texas.  He, his wife Diane, and his daughter Katherine are excited to 
move to Michigan where Diane’s two sisters live.  With a bachelor’s degree in 
Music Education and a master’s degree in Saxophone Performance, Keith arrives 
with a strong music background.  I had a little chat with Keith to learn more about 
him. 

What instruments do you play? 
Aside from the saxophone, I also play the flute and clarinet.  I played in a big band on the Mississippi Queen 
from New Orleans.  I also played saxophone in an eighteen-piece Christian big band and in the pit orchestras 
for different high schools around the area. 
 
What is your favorite type of music? 
I like jazz, followed by classic rock and classical music. 
 
What do you like to do in your free time? 
I enjoy traveling.  Last year, I went on a cruise to Alaska with several friends.  I’d like to take one of those river 
cruises in Europe. 
 
What vision do you have for MUMC’s music program? 
I’d like to expand the number of singers in the chancel choir.  I’m also looking at starting a contemporary 
service, which I did in my previous church.  Next year, I’d like to get the children’s program back on its feet 
and going strong.  I’d like some volunteers to help with that. 
 

Welcome, Keith! 
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Please Consider  

Delivering Meals on Wheels 

 

Please consider delivering Meals on Wheels. It’s easy and gratifying! 

Every five weeks MUMC supplies drivers for Meals on Wheels Delivery in the Milford area.  The route has 20-

25 meals to deliver and takes about 2 hours.  Meals are picked up at the Milford Senior Center at 10am.  A 

print out of the deliveries and a map are supplied. 

The clients are very appreciative of the delivered meals.  Besides the meal delivery, this also provides a daily 

check that the clients are “OK.”  Those who deliver meals find it to be a rewarding experience.   

If you have any questions about Meals on Wheels or are willing to be added to the list of Meals on Wheels 

drivers at MUMC, please let me know. The next opportunity to deliver will the week of November 12. Please 

call Dave to volunteer! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Shawls and throws are made with love and prayers and are available to whoever needs one. If you 

or someone you know would benefit from being wrapped and/or covered in prayer and reminded of 

God's unfailing love, please let me know. Thank you! Sally Schiemann 248-408-1532. 

 

Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this wonderful fellowship group. The group meets on 

Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm. All are invited to come and help. There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798 

Stephen Ministers Are 

There to Care. . . 

Are you going through a difficult 

time—emotionally, spiritually, or 

relationally? Are you lonely, 

experiencing a crisis, or simply 

stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer 

alone. Our Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers, 

ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with 

and for you, and provide confidential one-to-one 

Christian care to help you through whatever it is that 

you are facing. To find out more about Stephen 

Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: Linda 

Fraser  248-685-9308 or Pat Loder 248-396-4391 

Church Membership Class 

Would you like to learn more about this 

church and consider joining the church 

membership?  You are invited to the 

Membership Orientation Session.  

Register anytime with the church 

office, then meet with the pastor to 

receive orientation in a small group, 

and join the church membership on a 

Sunday morning agreed upon by the 

small group.  The next class is 

scheduled for November 18. 
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Join us for our Saturday Service 

 

Join us on the 3rd Saturday of each month for our 

monthly Saturday Worship Service. Feel free to invite 

friends, family, neighbors!   

 

Working Women's Small Group   

A new, monthly, small group for working women has started. If you are a busy working 

woman but want to find a way to grow spiritually and build closer relationships with other 

women, this small group is for you!    

We’ll  see what we can learn from faithful women of the Bible who had some of the same struggles we do 

today!  We’ll meet on the 2nd Thursday evening of each month from  7 - 8:30pm. Julia Lupinacci leads this 

small group and will host the next session in her home on Thurs., Nov. 8 at 7pm. If you would like more 

information or to express your interest in joining this small group, please contact Julia at 

julielupin@sbcglobal.net or 248-931-9952.   

 A Casual Worship Service 
3rd Saturday of Each Month @ 5pm 

Find A Greater Purpose   
              Join Us On The Journey 

                                      Come Casual 
November 17, December 15, January 19   

IT’S COMING!  Consecration Sunday and the Celebration 

luncheon are coming November 18th. As our annual stewardship 

campaign begins, we remember Jesus’ words, “For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Luke 12:34 

Over the next few weeks, we will be reminded of the biblical 

philosophy of the need for the giver to give for their own spiritual 

development - followers of Jesus Christ who give unselfishly as an 

act of discipleship. 

Circle November 18 on your calendars and plan to attend two 

important events; Sunday morning worship and the celebration 

luncheon immediately following worship (a catered meal, not a 

potluck dinner). 
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      United Methodist Women  

        November Schedule 
                        
                     November 1 - 9:30 am Executive Board 
  November 8 - 10:00 am UMW Gathering Under the Covers (Reading Program) 
  November 13 - 9:30 am Morning Glories Circle at Americus 
  November 16 - 10:00 am Clara’s Helping Hands Circle, Hostess: Virginia Orr   
  November 27 -  7:00 pm Mary Martha Circle, Home of Linda Sturgeon 
  November 29 - 9:30 am Executive Board (December Meeting) 

Visit us on the web at 

www.MilfordUMC.net 

 

Like us on Facebook 

Coming to MUMC: Saturday, November 10th 

Looking for Crafters & Vendors 

Contact: Thesia Wolf at 248-310-8798 

Harvest Dinner Cancelled 

Due to an extremely busy church 

calendar, the harvest dinner has 

been cancelled.  Arrangements are 

being made to hold the silent auc-

tion to benefit Haiti missions with a 

different church event.   
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Members in College: Lane Andrews, David Bonhard, Alexandra Craig, Mitchell Craig, 
Audrey Fisher, Grant Marquardt, Cole McKane, Breanna Miller, Benjamin Olari, Luke Olari, 
Katja Olari, Jessica Rockwell, Mike Rockwell, Audrey Shoberg, Brendan Shove, Dana 
Shove, Ieasha Shufflebarger, Kayla Shufflebarger, Max Smith, Nathan Smith, Sarah Smith, 
Ben Weeks, Kelly Weeks, Evelyn Rose Whitlock, and Lauren Whitlock.  Other church 
members in postsecondary education?  Please notify the church office.  (New) 

**Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the December newsletter is November 15th 

Those in the Military:  Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East; Lt. Col. Eric 
Harris, Japan; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force.  Others  deployed?  Please notify the 
church office. Thank you all for your service!!  

   Carl’s Trivia and Nostalgia,  November, 2018 
(Answers at bottom of page) 

 

1. How many lemons grow on a lemon tree?   

2. If not for the last minute?  

3. How long have you been working here? 

4. How long does it take to fly coast to coast, New York to LA? 

Answers to Trivia (above) 1. All of them; 2. Nothing would ever get done!; 3. Ever since I heard you coming down the 

hall!; 4. Depending on your direction, origin, destination, and winds, anywhere from five to seven hours. It could be 

longer, could be shorter, it really just depends on the day of travel. Scheduled times for New York to Los Angeles are 

usually in the neighborhood of 6 1/2 hours, passing over most of America. Of course you have to add 3 hours to get to 

the airport and get to your gate. 

New Prayers:  Scott, Community Groups (small groups for study and fellowship); Ministry 

Teams; Keith Prestridge (worship leader) and family moving here from Texas; our outreach 

ministry with the  people of Kurtz Elementary School and Commerce Meadows, our fall 

giving program Oct. 28-Nov. 18.  

Continuing Prayers: Laurie Ashline (surgery 10/25),  Patty Harvey, Lois Heer, Ken 

Lawrence (had surgery 9/24), Margaret Leibler, Nancy London, Rebecca Marquardt (had 

surgery 10/12), Ray Morris, Karen Slevoski, Rebecca Uribe,  New Sawtrol UMC (sister 

church, Liberia).   

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care:  Evelyn  Cohea, Winnie Crawford, 

Elizabeth Gordinier, Barb Harrison, Pat Heidt, Virginia Jeffers, Bill Lorenz, Helen McGee,  

Patsy Patterson, Gary Scholes, Barb Sheridan, Richard Skarritt, Bert and Norma Weening.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbestclipartblog.com%2F26-college-clip-art.html&h=0&w=0&tbnid=JV9PJ9w9wXd2MM&zoom=1&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&docid=iX-nEuw8eVq6CM&tbm=isch&ei=KYD_U-KTCpKGyASp14KABQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
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November 2018 Sermon Themes and  Worship  

         Features 

 
November 4  Holy Communion/All Saints Day 

Luke 17:11-19 Giving with Gratitude 

Church Conference Sunday afternoon at South Lyon UM 

Church 

  

November 11  Veterans Day Recognition 

Matthew 6:19-24 Giving with Love 
 

November 18  Consecration Sunday 

Matthew 6:25-33 Giving in Faith 

Guest Preacher, Rev. Joe Bistayi 

Present Estimate of Giving Cards 

Celebration Luncheon after Worship 
 

November 25  Christ the King Sunday 

United Methodist Student Sunday 

John 18:33-37 “Who’s in Charge of You?” 
 

Kelley’s Korner 

Another successful Administrative Assistant retreat is in 
the books!  We had a wonderful group of ladies and one 

man join us this year at the Kettunen 
Center in Tustin, Michigan. We 
enjoyed wonderful food, quiet down 
time, fun crafts, and informative 
speakers.  Kettunen Center put out a 
nice selection of delicious options, 
including a prime rib dinner with all the 
fixins!  We were lead in worship by 
Laurie Morley from Highland 
UMC.  Pastor Brad Kalajainen, from 

Cornerstone UMC in Grand Rapids, delivered a moving 
sermon asking us to consider then cast off our 
resentments represented by rocks and buckets, and as 
we did so were anointed with oil.  It was very powerful.  
We spent time getting to know each other while putting 
together some beautiful cards and painting rocks.  Many 
of us watched the movie “I Can Only Imagine,”  and 
there wasn’t a dry eye in the group. We voted to blend 
our groups from West Michigan Conference and Detroit 
Conference.  We are now officially called MI-AIM 
(Michigan Assistants in Ministry) a Chapter of PAUMCS 
(Professional Administrators of the United Methodist 
Connectional Structure). We heard from Paul Perez 
about the Engage program that is replacing the Spotlight 
Church program in 2019. Our final speaker was Marlene 
Lawson.  She was funny and her uplifting message lead 
right into our celebration of uniting our two groups which 
is how we ended our time together. Thank you for the 
opportunity again this year to participate with these 
amazing people!             
                                                    - Kelley  

 
 
 
 
November 4 
Greeter: Carolyn Graves 
Ushers:  Julius Glinter, John Robinson, Al Worrell,        
 Linda Fraser 
Liturgist:  Bonnie Glinter 
Counters:  Carla Gorton & Marilyn Stoner 
Children’s Church: Katie Thompson 
 
November 11 
Greeter: Bette Knudgen & Debbie Bonnewell 
Ushers:  Doug Radeka, Ray Michaels, Jeff  

    Motschenbacher, Chris Smith 

Liturgist:  Lu Gierhart 
Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 
Children’s Church:  Stacey Atkeson 
 
November 18 
Greeter:  Karen Nelson 
Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Lance Oberg, Ron Opfer, 
   Carla Gorton 
Liturgist: Linda Sturgeon 
Counters:  Scott & Vicki Smith 
Children’s Church:  Heather & Brian Stevens 
 
November 25 
Greeter:  Cinda Everhart 
Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari, Carl Hawkinson 
Liturgist:  Barb Harris 
Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 
Children’s Church:  Barb Harris  
 
 
 

Noisy Offering: Community Sharing Gift Certifi-
cates 

    Ministers– All members of the church  

    Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

    Deacon -  Rev. Sherry Foster 

    Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge           

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher

 Office Manager-Kelley Cerny 

 Custodian-Margie Butson 

 Maintenance-Tim Bonnewell 


