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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net 

September 2018 Newsletter 

         Pastor’s Column: Doug’s Discoveries 

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, September 2 
Holy Communion/the Blessing of 

the Backpacks 
 

Sunday, September 9 
Bible Presentations 

 
Thursday, September 13 

Sewing Bee for Haiti 
10am—3pm 

 
Saturday, September 15 

3rd Saturday Worship, 5pm 
 

Sunday, September 23 
Friendship Brunch 

Bring a friend! 
 

Sunday, November 4 
Church Conference 

2:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 

     

 

 

I’ve discovered a few things from a classic book called, 
“Wanderings: The History of the Jews,” by Potok Chaim.  I can’t verify the 
author’s claims; but check-out his work, and my comments.   
 
Abraham may have been born around 1800 B.C.E.  Some Sumerian cities 
of the time had as many as 250,000 residents.  As Abraham travelled, he 
may have visited major cities.  Jacob (Israel) may have been born around 
1700 B.C.E.  Moses may have been born around 1300 B.C.E.   
 
Moses in Midian came to a new understanding of God, at the burning 
bush.  He resists God’s call, but then he obeys and leads Israel out of 
Egypt.  The God of Moses is a God of life in contrast to Egypt’s 
preoccupation with tombs (like the pyramids) and death.  The average 
lifespan in Egypt at the time of Moses was 25 years.  Moses probably died 
around 1240 B.C.   
 
The aged Hebrew prophet, Samuel, broke with King Saul.  This change of 
loyalty reminds me of modern politics, as when a senator or 
representative breaks with a president or a party leader. Such political 
posturing is probably older than the Bible.  That is not intended as a 
comment on current leaders; it is just an observation with historical 
perspective.  History has a way of repeating itself. 
 
In pastoral ministry, ongoing study and learning are a way of life for me, 
and I love reading books.  Do you?  Many of our members are currently 
reading books that have been assigned by Gary Step and the Vital Church 
Initiative.  Gary is coaching me and coaching our congregation as we 
implement the Ministry Plan our congregation adopted in May by a vote of 
93%.  I’d be happy to hear about the books that you’ve been reading to 
enhance the vitality of our church, or reading just for fun!   
 
I love you all, 
 
Pastor Doug  

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

 
Fall has arrived and Milford UMC is gearing up for a Fall season filled with good things 

and fresh energy! Since our Church Conference voted to proceed with the Ministry Plan 

given to us by the VCI consultants, many things have been happening in preparation for 

creating a church that “Connects with God, Grows Together, and Serves Others.”  Dur-

ing the summer months, teams have been formed to lead the way on addressing each 

part of the ministry plan.  We are grateful for those who have stepped up and answered 

the invitation to be part of the teams and preliminary meetings have begun. Everyone is 

welcome to join the teams, and we would love to have you be a part of one! My Con-

nections Team could use a few more members.  If you are interested, contact me or the church office. This is 

an exciting time to be an active part of MUMC and live into our mission of making disciples for Christ. 

One of our strongest mission connections is support for Haiti. To that end, we are going to resume our diaper

-making efforts for the Haitian people. On Thursday, September 13 from 10:00am - 3:00pm we will have a 

diaper sewing bee. We have lots of materials to make the diapers, but we need many hands to cut, pin, and 

sew them together. If you have a portable sewing machine, please bring it. (We do have a couple of extra 

ones) Other supplies include scissors, pins, cutting boards and cutters. Bring a sack lunch and beverages 

will be provided. There are lots of small jobs to do, and all ages are welcome to join in. (If needed, we could 

arrange childcare too.) Please come and join in the fun and fellowship to support our Haiti mission! 

An added note: If you prefer, we also have a project of making totes for Grandma’s Comfort, another of our 

mission connections. We have lots of materials and some precut bags that need to be finished. These can 

be sewn at the Haiti sewing bee as an alternative project. 

Another connection we can make is with girls (and boys) in the community. I have been asked to plan a sew-

ing class for children who would like to learn how to sew. This is a useful life skill that has been eliminated 

from the school curriculum. The class will be Wednesday, September 26 from 5:30 – 7:30pm. We will learn 

how to thread a machine and sew with it, as well as make a pillow to take home. Future classes may be 

scheduled for other projects and/or for those who can’t make this one. It is helpful if the students can bring a 

portable machine from home, but we do have a couple of extras they can use that evening. If you know any-

one who would be interested, have them contact me at 248-318-5613 or the church office. 

Over the next few months our Connections Team will be gathering ideas for ways to connect with the com-

munity, and ways to reach people who need Christ. Please share those ideas!  Send them to the church of-

fice, or write them down and put them in my folder by the office.  The Team will consider them when we 

meet.  

The Teams are listed on a display in Fellowship Hall along with the name of the team leader. I hope we all 

prayerfully consider where God might be leading us.  

IT’S A GREAT TIME TO BE A MILFORD UNITED METHODIST!!! 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

MUMC Women’s Retreat on the “Bad Girls of the Bible.  A  study of three Biblical women and what we can 
learn from  them. During the retreat you will also have a time apart with other women, crafts, recreation, and 
time with God.  The retreat will be held on Friday/Saturday, October 19-20,2018, at Judson Collins Center 
(Onsted, MI). Dinner will be served Friday night, breakfast and lunch Saturday, plus snacks. Cost will be $75, 
with a $25 deposit to reserve a spot (deposit needed by September 16).  If you have questions or want to 
register contact Rev. Sherry Foster 248-318-5613. 
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Interested in Church Membership? 

A new orientation will begin on September 23 at 
11:15 a.m.  Please speak with the clergy or 
register with the church office.  

Subject: Haiti Mission Project Update from VBS Week  

 

Hi Everyone:  

 

This will be the last email from me regarding VBS!  We did it!  Thank you again for your dedication to serving 

the children in our community through our VBS ministry.  It was truly an amazing week.  I wanted to update 

you on the collection of money for the Haiti Mission project.  The kids collected enough money to provide 5+ 

filters for clean water.  At approximately $150 each, this is HUGE!  The auction items brought in another 

$509 to assist high school students in Haiti with their education expenses.  Again, thank you to all who 

donated or shared this cause with others so we could help with this need.  Have a wonderful rest of your 

summer.   

 

Sincerely, Kelly Cary (MPC) 

 

Dear Friends:  

 

Thank you so much Kelly, and everyone involved, for your support of the Haiti Mission Projects during 

Vacation Bible School.  A last minute donation brought the water filter total to $912.  That’s 6 filters!  You 

have truly saved lives!!!   

 

Blessings, 

 

Christina Rockwell (MUMC) 
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       In Search of Apartment to Rent 
 
Laura Moffett Shoberg and her 2 daughters 
need a place to rent.   

They would prefer a place in Milford, Highland 
or New Hudson.  Interested in a basement 
apartment or part of a house, something along 
those lines, with 2 bedrooms. 

Her phone number is:  248-875-3972. 

Please Consider  

Delivering Meals on Wheels 

 

Please consider delivering Meals on Wheels. It’s easy and gratifying! 

Every five weeks MUMC supplies drivers for Meals on Wheels Delivery in the Milford area.  The route has 20-

25 meals to deliver and takes about 2 hours.  Meals are picked up at the Milford Senior Center at 10am.  A 

print out of the deliveries and a map are supplied. 

The clients are very appreciative of the delivered meals.  Besides the meal delivery, this also provides a daily 

check that the clients are “OK.”  Those who deliver meals find it to be a rewarding experience.   

If you have any questions about Meals on Wheels or are willing to be added to the list of Meals on Wheels 

drivers at MUMC, please let me know. 

Dave Ebert, MUMC Meals on Wheels Coordinator, debert1230@comcast.net 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Shawls and throws are made with love and prayers and are available to whoever needs one. If you 

or someone you know would benefit from being wrapped and/or covered in prayer and reminded of 

God's unfailing love, please let me know. Thank you! Sally Schiemann 248-408-1532. 

 

Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this wonderful fellowship group. The group meets on 

Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm. All are invited to come and help. There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798 

Are You Stressed? 

Discouraged? Feeling 

Down? 

You don’t have to go through 

difficult times alone. Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to provide you with confidential, 

one-to-one, Christian care and support to help you 

get through a tough time. So don’t keep it all inside 

and struggle alone through the holiday season. Our 

Stephen Ministers are there to care. 

To find out more about Stephen Ministry, talk with 

one of the Stephen Leaders: Linda Fraser  248-685-

9308 or Pat Loder 248-396-4391 
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Join us for our Saturday Service 

 
Join us on the 3rd Saturday of each month for our monthly 
Saturday Worship Service. Feel free to invite friends, family, 
neighbors! The service, lead by Pastor Doug, is contemporary 
and casual. It is held in Fellowship Hall for a relaxed setting.   
 

Working Women's Small Group  Starting this September! 

We are starting a new, monthly, small group for working women. If you are a busy working 

woman but want to find a way to grow spiritually and build closer relationships with other 

women, this small group is for you!  

 

We’ll  see what we can learn from faithful women of the Bible who had some of the same struggles we do 

today!  We’ll meet on the 2nd Thursday evening of each month from  7 - 8:30pm. Julia Lupinacci will  lead 

this small group and host the first session in her home on Thurs., Sept. 13th at 7pm. If you would like more 

information or to express your interest in joining this small group, please contact Julia at 

julielupin@sbcglobal.net or 248-931-9952. 

Now Open! 

           Fall Registration  

Visit: 

www.milfordfriends.com 

    A Casual Worship Service 
3rd Saturday of Each Month @ 5pm 

Find A Greater Purpose   
Join Us On The Journey 

Come Casual! 
September 15, October 20, November 17 

        Sunday, September 23 Friendship Brunch 

“Come and have breakfast.”  The risen Christ gave this invitation to his disciples on a beach, where he had 

prepared a shore breakfast for them– fresh fish cooked on a friendly campfire!  Sept. 23 is Men’s Ministry 

Sunday, so men will help cook and serve brunch, and men will have special parts in worship.  Brunch and 

worship will be in the fellowship hall, in a “dinner theater” format.   

 

9:45 a.m. Buffet opens… serves until 10:15 a.m.  As you arrive, get right in line for the buffet.  Enjoy brunch! 

10:00 a.m. Worship begins with a short film clip about friendship.  Then a slide show.  We’d like you to send 

us (to church office) photos of you with your friend or friends.  We’ll have special music, a testimony about 

friendship, and pastor Doug’s sermon from John 21:4-14, about the breakfast Jesus served his friends.  

 

There is no charge.  To cover the cost of the food, you may leave a freewill offering in the basket by the 

buffet.  Please ask your guest to enjoy the gift without payment, in the spirit of, “Be our guest!” 
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      United Methodist Women  

 September Schedule 

                        
                     September 6 - 9:30 am Executive Board 
  September 11– 9:30 am Morning Glories Circle Meeting, America 
  September 18 - 10:00 pm Mary Martha Circle, Home of Lu Gierhart, Pot Luck, Bring  
  Dish to Share 
  September 20 - (note date change) UMW Gathering, 7:00 pm Prayer & Self Denial,  
  Barb Harris & Sue Shove will lead the program 
  September 29 - Heritage  District Celebration, 9:00 am-3:00 pm, Jackson, MI 
  September 30 - Ushers & Greeters 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear MILFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH(VQ308), 
 
The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods we call 
home. Our stores are on a mission to go beyond being a part of the community to also helping create a stronger 
community. We appreciate your participation in our Community Rewards program to help accomplish that 
mission!  
 
We have recently upgraded our Community Rewards system, and as a result, your Non-Profit Organization 
(NPO) has a new account number. (VQ308) Please reference the new number when contacting us for assistance. 
We recommend communicating this new number to your members, and updating any marketing materials with 
this change. While the previous number will continue to be associated with your organization, it will not be 
visible to your members when enrolling. New members can enroll by searching for either the new number or 
the name of your organization.  
 
If you have any questions, please email kcr18@kroger.com or visit our website at http://www.kroger.com . 
 
Thank you for being such an important organization in our community, 
 
Community Rewards Staff. 
 

mailto:kcr18@kroger.com
http://www.kroger.com
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Members in College: Lane Andrews, David Bonhard, Alexandra Craig, Mitchell Craig, Audrey 
Fisher, Grant Marquardt, Cole McKane, Breanna Miller, Benjamin Olari, Luke Olari, Katja 
Olari, Jessica Rockwell, Mike Rockwell, Audrey Shoberg, Brendan Shove, Dana Shove, Ieasha 
Shufflebarger, Kayla Shufflebarger, Max Smith, Nathan Smith, Sarah Smith, Ben Weeks, 
Kelly Weeks, Evelyn Rose Whitlock, and Lauren Whitlock.  Other church members in 
postsecondary education?  Please notify the church office.  (New) 

New Prayers: The Gross Family, Wanda, Carol Hawkinson, Community Groups (small groups 

for study and fellowship); Ministry Teams; Staff Parish Relations Committee; our outreach 

ministry with the  people of Commerce Meadows.  

Continuing Prayers: Judy Clemens, Julie Griffith, Patty Harvey, Lois Heer, Margaret Leibler, 

Nancy London, Sharon Peterson, Ross & Cathy Rhue, Karen Slevoski, Saturday Church, Re-

becca Uribe,  New Sawtrol UMC (sister church, Liberia).   

**Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the October newsletter is September 15th 

Those in the Military:  Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East; Lt. Col. Eric 
Harris, Japan; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force.  Others  deployed?  Please notify the 
church office. Thank you all for your service!!  

   Carl’s Trivia and Nostalgia,  September 2018 
(Answers at bottom of page) 

 

1. The Guggenheim Museum is in which country?  U.S., Germany, or Poland? 

2. True or False?  Brazil is the world’s largest producer of sugar cane? 

3.  Why do elephants have wrinkles? 

4. Life is like an onion.  You peel off one layer at a time, and sometimes you weep. 

5. College prepares you for real life?  Right away it puts you in debt. 

6. Which band created the hit song, “Goodnight Sweetheart?” 

7. Which pesky pests are housed in a formicary? 

8. Cabot Strait runs between Nova Scotia and what other Canadian province? 

9. I’ve reached the age where “Happy Hour” is a nap! 

Answers to Trivia (above) 1. U.S.; 2. True; 3. Have you ever tried to iron one?; 6. The Spaniels; 7. Ants; 8. New 

Foundland 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbestclipartblog.com%2F26-college-clip-art.html&h=0&w=0&tbnid=JV9PJ9w9wXd2MM&zoom=1&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&docid=iX-nEuw8eVq6CM&tbm=isch&ei=KYD_U-KTCpKGyASp14KABQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
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September 2018 Sermon Themes and 
  Worship Features 

 
September 2 Holy Communion 
The Blessings of the Backpacks 
Mark 10:46-52 Blind Bartimaeus 
Bring YOUR Need to Jesus 
 
September 9 Bible Presentations 
Luke 1:78, 79 Your Guiding Light 
 
September 16  
Mark 7:24-30 Have You Ever Felt Trapped? 
 
September 23 Friendship Brunch 
John 21:4-14 “Come and Have Breakfast” 
 
September 30  
Luke 13:10-17 Jesus Knows Our Distress 

Kelley’s Korner 

I want to continue my thread of 
thankfulness.  I am so thankful to 
John Olari, Gary Herwick, Jim Heer 
and the rest of the Trustees. 

John recently updated the Microsoft 
Office suite on my computer and Jim 
Heer helped make that happen, but 
then it hit a snag and the Outlook 
program stopped working. John 

came in and fixed the problem.  Thank You 
John!  Jim has been making sure the copier, my 
computer, and the internet are working smoothly 
and diligent to correct any problems.  Thank you 
Jim! 

Gary and John have been wonderful with the 
purchase and install of the security camera at the 
Atlantic St. door.  I can now see who is at the door! 
Thank you!!  Thank you to the whole Board of 
Trustees for understanding the need and working 
to make it happen!!  I appreciate all of you! 

I am also thankful to each and every one of you 
who stop in with smiling faces with business or just 
to say HI! 

I am thankful for September too! 

Have a great month! 

Kelley 

 
 
 
 
September 2 
Greeters: Phil & Barb Harris  
Ushers:  Julius Glinter, John Robinson, Al Worrell,        
 Linda Fraser 
Liturgist:  Linda Lutz 
Counters:  Linda Fraser & Al Worrell 
Children’s Church: Katie Thompson 
 
September 9 
Greeters: Scott &Nikki Gurke 
Ushers:  Doug Radeka, Ray Michaels, Jeff  

    Motschenbacher, Chris Smith 

Liturgist:  Ann Koss 
Counters:  Carla Gorton & Marilyn Stoner 
Children’s Church:  Stacey Atkeson 
 
September 16 
Greeter:  Juanita Rogers 
Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Lance Oberg, Ron Opfer, 
   Carla Gorton 
Liturgist: Marianne McMunn 
Counters:  Ron Opfer & Phyllis Motley 
Children’s Church:  Regina Olari  
 
September 23 
Greeter:  Sue White 
Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari, Carl Hawkinson 
Liturgist:  Men’s Club 
Counters:  Larry & Carol Shaver 
Children’s Church:  Barb Harris  
 
September 30 
Greeters: United Methodist Women 
Ushers: United Methodist Women 
Liturgist: Judy Culbertson 
Counters: Scott & Vicki Smith 
Children’s Church: Brian & Heather Stevens 
 

Noisy Offering: Commu. Sharing Gift Certificates 
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Church Council 

Ministers– All members of the church  

            Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

 Deacon- Rev. Sherry Foster 

 Worship Leader/Music Director- __________ 

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher 

 Office Manager-Kelley Cerny 

 Custodian-Margie Butson 

 Maintenance-Tim Bonnewell 


