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Vision: Connect with God, Grow in Faith  
Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St. Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798  FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net 

October 2018 Newsletter 

         Pastor’s Column: Doug’s Discoveries 

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, October 7 
World Communion Sunday 
Missions Potato Bar Lunch 
Estate Planning Seminar 

Hayride at Kensington Farm 
 

Saturday, October 13 
Men’s Club makes Apple Pies 

 
Sunday, October 14 

Laity Sunday 
 

Saturday, October 20 
Saturday Casual Service 

 
Sunday, October 21 
Children’s Sabbath 

 
Sunday, October 28 

United Methodist Women Sunday 
 

October 28-November 18 
Fall Giving Program: 

“Giving with a Hearty Smile” 
 

Monday, October 29 
Trunk or Treat/Friends Preschool 

Fellowship 

     

 

The Power of a Plan 

I’ve discovered that the Ministry Plan and Timeline we 
approved in May is accelerating our action on otherwise mere good 
intentions.  It keeps us moving!  We’ve adopted a Core Values Statement, 
formed 6 new Ministry Teams, hired a worship leader/music director, built 
a new website, and started a small discipleship group for professional/
working women.   
 
The Ministry Teams are reading relevant books and starting their work.  
We are building bridges to people in groups such as Friends Preschool, 
Kurtz Elementary, Commerce Meadows Mobile Home Community, and 
others.  The Facilities Upgrade Task Force has met with an architect, and 
we are receiving special contributions to pay for architectural services now 
so we can reach agreement on conceptual drawings by spring.  Please 
make a special gift if you can.  The Task Force has received over $3,000, 
and we need $7,000 more by October 14 to stay on schedule. 
 
The Ministry Plan recommended we use New Consecration Sunday for 
our annual stewardship emphasis, which is October 28 – November 18.  
The focus is on our own spiritual growth.  Instead of asking, “How much 
money does my church need?,” we’re inviting each giver to grow 
spiritually by asking, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to 
give?” Please complete an Estimate of Giving Card at church on Nov. 18. 

As we live by our Core Values, I pray we will keep taking the steps 
required to help us fulfill our Mission: 
“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.  “ 
 
Here are the Core Values adopted by the September 2018 Church 
Council: 
 
Compassion: We care and love to show it. 
Community: We love and want to share it 
Faithfulness: We are energized by God. 
Transformation: We are being changed by God. 
Connections… Relax, everyone is welcome! 
 
    I love you all,   Pastor Doug 

mailto:churchoffice@milfordumc.net
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

 

 

 

In our Wednesday Morning Bible Study class, we are studying some of the parables of 

Jesus. As we discussed three stories that Jesus told together in Matthew 13:24-33, 

some thoughts about growth in our church came to my mind. First, in the parable of the 

wheat and the weeds, the farmer sows the good wheat seeds only to have his enemy 

come along at night and sow tares (a type of weed that resembles wheat when it 

sprouts). When the wheat grew, so did the weeds, but the farmer told his men not to pull up the weeds as 

the wheat would come up with them and there would be no crop. So when the crop was ready, the wheat 

was harvested and the weeds were pulled and burned. My thoughts on this in terms of our VCI ministry plan 

is not in terms of good and evil, but in terms of what promotes growth and what inhibits it. As we look at all of 

the programs and missions of our church, we will have to identify some things as “weeds:” things that may 

have been fruitful in the past, but are now weighing us down and preventing us from moving forward in our 

mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Those need to be recognized (and celebrated for what was ac-

complished in the past), but also must be relegated to our past. There will also be “wheat” identified, and 

those must be our focus in the future as well as creating some new paths of connecting with new people to 

grow in God’s love, and serve others with us.  

Another parable was the story of the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed; the smallest of seeds, yet grows 

greater than other plants and becomes a tree that even birds can rest in. My ministry as a deacon has in-

volved sowing a lot of mustard-size seeds over the years. As a high school teacher, I sowed seeds of faith 

by being a Christian presence in a secular place, and by expressing my faith through my actions and how I 

treated people. Our church showed through our Thursday Club ministry afterschool in my classroom that we 

were people who cared about the students’ well-being and more seeds were sown.  However, you don’t and 

may never know for sure if any of the seeds grew. Since I retired and especially over the last several years, 

God has put me in the right place at the right time to see fruit from some of the seeds that were planted 

through my ministry. Some of those times have been reconnecting with former students to see that they are 

part of the growth. Some have been through the joy of officiating at former students’ weddings, and some 

have been through the grief and sadness of officiating at funerals for them or their relatives. I am grateful that 

God has allowed me to see the “trees” and to serve those students & families at those high and low times of 

life, to remind them that God is always with them throughout life’s journey. The lesson I saw in this parable is 

to keep on trying, keep on sowing the seeds, keep looking for the truth, and rest happily in the trees that 

have grown. All of us have the potential to help others grow in God, which will in turn grow the church.  

So, let’s go out and sow those seeds!  

Love and blessings to all, 

Rev. Sherry  
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Ministry Review Team  
This team is led by Cory Lupinacci and includes Ann Koss, Sue Tonello, and Gary Herwick.  All ministries of 

our church will be evaluated by their faithfulness to the mission and vision, and by their fruitfulness (results).  

By April 15, 2019, all ministries will be in alignment.  Those ministries least in alignment, and least fruitful, will 

be celebrated for the good they have done and then dissolved so the church can concentrate its efforts on 

the ministries most in alignment/most fruitful.  All ministries will set annual objectives and goals to help them 

live into the mission and vision.   

Christmas Cards 

 

We have Christmas Cards for sale (or donation) which feature a photo of the large Nativity that we place on 

the church lawn during Advent.  Please contact the church office to get some of these cards. 

 October 2018 

Our new year has had a great beginning. This fall we have added a new class, 
Honey Bees, for young 3's. The children are enjoying exploring activities, projects 
and developing friendships.  

Our October will bring several special activities for our families. On Oct. 5 we will 
be visiting Spicer's Orchard. On October 19 many of our families will be attending 
Disney on Ice.  

On October 29 we will have our annual Fall Harvest Party, with games, prizes, and Trunk or Treat. We look 
forward to church members connecting with our school families at this activity.  

Did you know: Friends opened in October 1997 with Barb Woolworth, Barb Harris and Robin Fletcher 
staffing this mission. It has been a blessing to each of us, an opportunity to grow in FAITH.  

         
        Robin Fletcher 
        Friends Preschool Director 
 

  

   Apple Pie Sale 

It’s that time of year again!!! The Men’s Club will be making and selling their 

delicious apple pies! Stock your freezer for the winter! 

The pies are $9 each and you can buy them frozen or baked. You can also 

choose to get your pies made with Splenda sweetener. 

Pies will be ready on October 13 for pick-up. Make checks payable to Milford United Methodist 

Men’s Club. 
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Consecration Sunday is Coming 
 

 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money 

Christians give to this church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial 

contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their 

church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 

 

Our congregation’s finance committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as 

a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis 

this year. 

 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her 

own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like 

members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to 

give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate 

and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to 

give?” During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make 

their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational, and worship ministries 

in this community and around the world. 

 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending 

morning worship on Consecration Sunday, November 18. We urge people to attend who feel strongly 

opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal 

embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 

 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our guest leader will 

conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a 

confidential act of worship. 

 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team and 

Church Council members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we 

will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 

 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 

 

       Church Council Chairperson, 
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Please Consider  

Delivering Meals on Wheels 

 

Please consider delivering Meals on Wheels. It’s easy and gratifying! 

Every five weeks MUMC supplies drivers for Meals on Wheels Delivery in the Milford area.  The route has 20-

25 meals to deliver and takes about 2 hours.  Meals are picked up at the Milford Senior Center at 10am.  A 

print out of the deliveries and a map are supplied. 

The clients are very appreciative of the delivered meals.  Besides the meal delivery, this also provides a daily 

check that the clients are “OK.”  Those who deliver meals find it to be a rewarding experience.   

If you have any questions about Meals on Wheels or are willing to be added to the list of Meals on Wheels 

drivers at MUMC, please let me know. 

Dave Ebert, MUMC Meals on Wheels Coordinator, debert1230@comcast.net 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Shawls and throws are made with love and prayers and are available to whoever needs one. If you 

or someone you know would benefit from being wrapped and/or covered in prayer and reminded of 

God's unfailing love, please let me know. Thank you! Sally Schiemann 248-408-1532. 

 

Stitching for Others 

Beautiful prayer quilts are made by this wonderful fellowship group. The group meets on 

Wednesdays from 10am to 4pm. All are invited to come and help. There is a job for everyone! No 

experience necessary. Needed: knitters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. For more 

information call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798 

Stephen Ministers Are 

There to Care. . . 

Are you going through a difficult 

time—emotionally, spiritually, or 

relationally? Are you lonely, 

experiencing a crisis, or simply 

stressed by everyday life? You don’t have to suffer 

alone. Our Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers, 

ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with 

and for you, and provide confidential one-to-one 

Christian care to help you through whatever it is that 

you are facing. To find out more about Stephen 

Ministry, talk with one of the Stephen Leaders: Linda 

Fraser  248-685-9308 or Pat Loder 248-396-4391 

Africa University 

 
Thank you to the Detroit Annual Conference for 
paying 100% of its apportioned giving for the Africa 
University Fund in 2017.  A top executive from the 
Boeing Corporation spoke at the AU graduation last 
May.  The executive and his spouse funded a four-
year, endowed scholarship in education, in 
perpetuity, with a gift of $130,000.  A professorship 
in Christian Education has been completely 
endowed with $540,000 raised over a 20-year 
period.  The Kentucky Annual Conference raised a 
mission offering of $119,000 during one service at 
their annual conference session and dedicated 10% 
of it to Africa University and the rest to campus 
ministries within the Kentucky Conference.  United 
Methodists are training next generation leaders for 
countries all across Africa, and we are part of it 
every Sunday through our regular offerings to our 
General Fund, because a portion of it is dedicated 
to support of our church-wide mission efforts 
through “apportionments” or “Ministry Shares.” 
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Join us for our Saturday Service 

 
Join us on the 3rd Saturday of each month for our 

monthly Saturday Worship Service. Feel free to invite 

friends, family, neighbors!  On Saturday, October 20 

Pastor Doug’s message will be “Why Worship?” The 

music for the service will be led by Keith Prestridge, 

MUMC’s new worship leader/music director. The service 

is held in Fellowship Hall for a relaxed setting.   

 

Working Women's Small Group   

A new, monthly, small group for working women has started. If you are a busy working 

woman but want to find a way to grow spiritually and build closer relationships with other 

women, this small group is for you!    

We’ll  see what we can learn from faithful women of the Bible who had some of the same 

struggles we do today!  We’ll meet on the 2nd Thursday evening of each month from  7 - 8:30pm. Julia 

Lupinacci leads this small group and will host the next session in her home on Thurs., Oct. 11 at 7pm. If you 

would like more information or to express your interest in joining this small group, please contact Julia at 

julielupin@sbcglobal.net or 248-931-9952.   

    A Casual Worship Service 
3rd Saturday of Each Month @ 5pm 

Find A Greater Purpose   
              Join Us On The Journey 

                                      Come Casual! 
 October 20, November 17, December 15   

Lay Servant Ministries 

 
The Heritage District is our (new) district in The United Methodist Church.  It includes Adrian, Ann Arbor, 
Jackson, Milford…104 churches altogether.  Twice a year, The District Lay Servant Ministries Team offers 
ministry training for anyone interested.   
 
The next classes are Saturday, October 20 and Saturday, November 3, at First UMC in Adrian MI.  Attend 
both Saturdays.  Begin at 9am and end at 3:30pm.  They will offer the Basic Class (Introduction to Lay 
Servant Ministries), and Advanced Classes: Delivering an Effective Sermon, Telling Stories, and Christian 
Transformational Leaders.  The cost is $50 for the Basic Class until October 9.  After that there is a $10 late 
fee.  The cost includes the text and lunch.   
 
There are orange brochures on the bulletin board outside the church office.  Please contact the church office 
for more information. 
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Church Membership 
Class 

Would you like to learn more 
about this church and consider 
joining the church membership?  
You are invited to the 
Membership Orientation 
Session.  Register anytime with 
the church office, then meet 
with the pastor to receive 
orientation in a small group, and 
join the church membership on 
a Sunday morning agreed upon 
by the small group.  The next 
class is scheduled for 
November 18. 

Fellowship with Friends Preschool 

 

We have a fun opportunity to get to know our preschool families!  
Friends Preschool will be having their annual 
Harvest Party/Trunk or Treat on October 29

th
 from 

6:30 p.m.-8 p.m. and we would like to provide an adult coffee station with flavored 
coffee and spiced cider.  At least four social volunteers will be needed to make 
conversation with these parents as they choose a beverage.  We will also decorate 
a vehicle and provide goodies at Trunk or Treat for the children.  Sign-up sheets for 
volunteers and needed supplies will be in the fellowship hall.  Let’s show our 
Christian love and be a part of this joyful celebration!  Contact Kecia McKane or 

 

 

 

 

HARVEST DINNER AND SILENT AUCTION 

 

Get ready to gobble up a delicious turkey dinner on Saturday, November 17
th
.  John Olari will be the 

Lead Chef and he will need lots of helpers!  We will also be having a Silent Auction with the 
proceeds going to Haiti missions.  Please save the date and plan to help with this community event.  
If you would like to donate an item for the Silent Auction, or have any questions please call Kecia 
McKane at (248)685-3047.   

 

HAYRIDE AT KENSINGTON FARM 

Sunday, October 7th  12 P.M.  

We will gather in the fellowship hall to car pool to Kensington 

Metro Park.  There is a $10 park entrance fee if you do not have 

an annual pass.  Then we will purchase tickets for the hayride.  

Cost is $3.00 for Children & Seniors age 62 and over and $5.00 

for Adults.  You can also choose a pumpkin to purchase if you 

like.   

Let’s enjoy some Fall fun and fellowship!  
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      United Methodist Women  

 October Schedule 

                        
                     October 4 - 9:30 am Executive Board 
  October 9 - 9:30 am Morning Glories Circle Meeting, America 
  October 15-16 Mission U of the North, Gaylord 
  October 19 - 10:00 am Clara’s Helping Hands Circle, Hostess: Carol Shaver   
  October 23 -  7:00 pm Mary Martha Circle, Home of Carol Shaver, Devotions: Linda Sturgeon 
  October 27 - Detroit Conference Celebration, Midland UMC 

Estate Planning Seminar 

Sunday, October 7, 11 am 

Featuring: 

Caroline Bielas, Esq. 

 

Huron Valley Law Center 

2850 S. Milford Road 

Highland, Michigan 48357  

Phone: (248)714-8204 Fax: (248)685-7785 

NOTE:  Seminar will be held in the Parlor  

during the Potato Bar Luncheon  

Sponsored by: Endowment Committee 

Missions Potato Bar 

Lunch 

October 7, 2018 

Proceeds support  

Missions 

Suggested Donation 

  $3.00 Children 12 under 

   $6.00 Adults 

    20.00 Family 
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Members in College: Lane Andrews, David Bonhard, Alexandra Craig, Mitchell Craig, Audrey 
Fisher, Grant Marquardt, Cole McKane, Breanna Miller, Benjamin Olari, Luke Olari, Katja 
Olari, Jessica Rockwell, Mike Rockwell, Audrey Shoberg, Brendan Shove, Dana Shove, Ieasha 
Shufflebarger, Kayla Shufflebarger, Max Smith, Nathan Smith, Sarah Smith, Ben Weeks, 
Kelly Weeks, Evelyn Rose Whitlock, and Lauren Whitlock.  Other church members in 
postsecondary education?  Please notify the church office.  (New) 

New Prayers:  Laurie Ashline, surgery 10/25, Community Groups (small groups for study and 

fellowship); Ministry Teams; Keith Prestridge (worship leader) and family moving here in late 

September from Texas; our outreach ministry with the  people of Kurtz Elementary School 

and Commerce Meadows. 

**Newsletter Deadline**  

  The Deadline for the November newsletter is October 15th 

Those in the Military:  Capt. Johnathon Seeley, USMC, Middle East; Lt. Col. Eric 
Harris, Japan; Lt. Col. Andy Apsey, Air Force.  Others  deployed?  Please notify the 
church office. Thank you all for your service!!  

   Carl’s Trivia and Nostalgia,  October, 2018 
(Answers at bottom of page) 

 

1. A flat top, a shag, and a Bob are all examples of what? 
2. “I’ve reached the age where Happy Hour is a nap.” 
3. What’s the hardest part about sky diving? 
4. What separates talented people from successful people?   
5. How many pounds of tea were on the Titanic’s maiden voyage? 
6. In American Diner slang, what is “Sea Dust?” 
7. Name the capital of Somalia 
8. Peach Melba consists of peaches, ice cream, and what sauce? 
9. Stratus, Cirrus, and Cumulus are types of what? 

 

Answers to Trivia (above) 1. Hairstyles; 3. the ground; 4. a lot of hard work; 5. 800; 6. salt; 7. Mogadishu; 8. raspberry; 

9. clouds. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbestclipartblog.com%2F26-college-clip-art.html&h=0&w=0&tbnid=JV9PJ9w9wXd2MM&zoom=1&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&docid=iX-nEuw8eVq6CM&tbm=isch&ei=KYD_U-KTCpKGyASp14KABQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
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October 2018 Sermon Themes and 
  Worship Features 

 
October 7  World Communion Sunday 
Luke 14:1-6 “Test Me!” 
 
October 14 Laity Sunday 
John Olari preaching 
Choir Anthem: “Children Bound for Heaven” 
 
October 21 Children’s Sabbath  
Mark 10:13-16 “If All the World’s  
Children Join Hands...” 
Krystal Bells children’s handbell choir 
 
October 28 United Methodist Women Sunday 
Luke 18:15-17 “Giving with a Smile” 
 
October 28-November 18 
Fall Giving Program: “Giving with a Hearty Smile” 
Luke 12:34 “Where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” - Jesus  

 

Kelley’s Korner 

Welcome to October! 

Just as I did in August and 
September, I am continuing my 
thankful/grateful list and sharing it 
with you.   

Thank you for stopping by my office 
when you are here at MUMC or when you call, and 
for letting me know you appreciate me and the 
work I do here.   

I am so thankful for the two beautiful children God 
blessed Steve and me with.  To know that they 
have the Heavenly Father to watch over and guide 
them fills my heart to overflowing with gratitude.   

I am thankful for Pastor Doug encouraging me to 
attend the Michigan Assistants in Ministry retreat in 
2014 (known as MI-AIM).  I have met wonderful 
women at each of the four retreats I have 
attended!  I will tell you about this year’s retreat in 
November, so stay tuned.  

I am thankful that we are all different, uniquely 
created with gifts and talents to share. I am grateful 
for God’s loving kindness each and every day!  
Have a beautiful October! 

Kelley   

 
 
 
 
October 7 
Greeter: Kelly Wooten 
Ushers:  Julius Glinter, John Robinson, Al Worrell,        
 Linda Fraser 
Liturgist:  Regina Olari 
Counters:  Roger & Judy Clemens 
Children’s Church: Katie Thompson 
 
October 14 
Greeter: Jaimie Edwards 
Ushers:  Doug Radeka, Ray Michaels, Jeff  

    Motschenbacher, Chris Smith 

Liturgist:  Julia Lupinacci 
Counters:  Bette Knedgen & Deb Bonnewell 
Children’s Church:  Stacey Atkeson 
 
October 21 
Greeter:  John Robinson 
Ushers:  Roger Clemens, Lance Oberg, Ron Opfer, 
   Carla Gorton 
Liturgist: Nancy Weeks 
Counters:  Doug Holloway & John Olari 
Children’s Church:  Heather & Brian Stevens 
 
October 28 
Greeter:  Cinda Everhart 
Ushers:   Jan/Bob, Regina Olari, Carl Hawkinson 
Liturgist:  Linda Fraser 
Counters:  Scott & Vicki Smith 
Children’s Church:  Barb Harris  
 
 
 

Noisy Offering: Missionary Support 
Fellowship Hour Hosts: Bell Choir 

     Ministers– All members of the church  

     Pastor– Rev. Douglas J. McMunn 

     Deacon -  Rev. Sherry Foster 

     Worship Leader/Music Director– Keith Prestridge           

 Nursery Care Director– Audine Morris 

 Friends Preschool Director-Robin Fletcher

 Office Manager-Kelley Cerny 

 Custodian-Margie Butson 

 Maintenance-Tim Bonnewell 


