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Connect with God, Grow in Faith Together, Serve Others 

1200 Atlantic St.  Milford, MI 48381 

(248) 684-2798   FAX (248) 684-9585 

Office Email:  churchoffice@milfordumc.net 

Link to MUMC website-http://www.milfordumc.net 

May 2018 Newsletter 

         Pastorôs Column: Dougôs Discoveries 

Upcoming Events 

 

Sunday, May 6 
11:00 am Town Hall Meeting  

(see page 3)  
 

Monday, May 7 
7:00 pm Town Hall Meeting  

(see page 3)  
 

Saturday, May 12 

Family Fun Day! 

Gilmore Auto Museum   

(see pg. 8) 

 
Sunday, May 13 

11:00 am Town Hall Meeting  
(see page 3)  

 
 

Saturday, May 19 
5pm Saturday Worship Service 

 
Sunday, May 20 

10:40 am Special Church 
Conference (see page 3)  

11:30 the Church Has Left the 
Building 

 
Thursday-Saturday May 24-26 

(see pg.7) 
Church Rummage Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

Iôve discovered a more complete understanding of Jesusô phrase, ñAbide 

in Me.ò  A devotional writer in The Upper Room Disciplines explained that 

abiding means staying in touch with God.  Jesus sometimes separated 

himself from other people so that he could reconnect with God.  That time 

away from others helps us focus on God and listen for Godôs voice.  Most 

of us have to rearrange our lives to achieve such time apart from other 

people or other obligations.   

 

A woman drove to physical therapy twice a week.  On the road, she 

passed a small, peaceful lake.  One day she pulled off to look at it.  The 

air was chilly, so she stayed in the car, but she said she took time to really 

see the lake.  In those moments, turned aside from the highway, she took 

time to connect- to be in touch with God- to abide. 

 

ñDear Lord, help me notice where I can pull over and be in touch with you.  

Amen.ò 

                                     I love you all, 

                                     Pastor Doug 
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Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry  

 

 

 

 

Is it finally safe to say that Spring is here? The month of May is filled with promises of 

growing plants, sunny skies, and lots of good things at Milford UMC! 

One of the events that I would like to remind you about is our third ñThe Church Has 

Left the Buildingò Sunday which will happen on May 20. Our format will be a little different in that we will start 

with a brief worship at our normal time of 10:00 am. At 10:40, we will have a brief 

church conference to vote on the VCI Consultation Teamôs prescriptions for us. 

11:00 will be lunch in Fellowship Hall, (some to-go-bag lunches will be available for 

those going off-site for projects who want to get started early!) Following lunch, the 

on-site projects will start and end at 2:00 pm or whenever we are done!  

If you have ideas for either on-site or off-site projects, please let Rev. Sherry and 

Pastor Doug know so we can add them to our list of options. Sign-up sheets will be 

posted soon. We have some red t-shirts still available (mostly small/medium adult 

and kidsô sizes).  See Rev. Sherry. 

Letôs all get together and Change the World in our space, and in the community! 

 

UMC Camping note: A new director for Judson Collins Camp has been hired! Trish and Gregg Pharrell will 

be moving to Michigan in May to take up residence and management of JCC. May 4-6 has been designated 

a work weekend to get the camp and residence ready for the summer. Lots of jobs, big and small, need to 

get done.    

 

 

 CAMPING, CAMPING, CAMPING! 

Itôs that time of year again and the brochures for the nine camps of the Michigan Area 

United Methodist Camping program are here! 

There are camps for everyone! All ages and stages! All families and individuals! 

Check out the different sites and offerings. If you are a first time camper, you get an automatic $50 discount! Bring a 

friend, and they get a $50 discount PLUS you get another $50 discount! (By the way, a survey of camps across 

Michigan indicated that our camps are already some of the lowest cost for quality camping experiences. There are also 

scholarships available from our own church and from the camping program 

in general. All you have to do is ask for information! Rev. Sherry is our 

Camping Coordinator and a member of the camping board, so just contact 

her @ 248-318-5613.  

Letôs All Go to CAMP!   
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Special Church Conference May 20, 2018 

 

 

As this newsletter goes to print, we are awaiting our VCI Consultation Weekend, where 

the VCI Consultation Team will give us our VCI Prescription.  After much research and hundreds of 

conversations, the team will analyze our congregation and our community, then provide us with a list of our 

five strengths, five weaknesses, and five actions we can take to increase the vitality of this church.  We will 

discuss the prescriptions until May 20, when we vote on them as a whole.  That is, one vote on the entire list 

of prescriptions.  If we vote a majority in favor, the VCI program will assign a coach to our congregation to 

begin VCI Phase III: Implementation.  The discussion of our prescriptions will be focused in three ñTown Hallò 

Meetings:   Sunday, May 6 at 11am 

        Monday, May 7 at 7pm 

        Sunday, May 13 at 11am 

 

In accordance with The United Methodist Book of Discipline, our District Superintendent, the Reverend Mark 

Spaw, has authorized us to hold a special church conference of the Milford United Methodists Church on 

Sunday, May 20, 2018 at 10:40a.m. to secure a vote on the Vital Church Initiative (VCI) Prescriptions by the 

VCI Consultation Team.  Only items of business in harmony with this stated call may be transacted.  

Absentee ballots are not permitted in The United Methodist Church.  Only those present may vote.  Paper 

ballots are required.  All members are urged to be present and vote.  All others are welcome to attend, but 

only church members get a ballot. 

Winnie Crawfordôs 100
th
 Birthday is on June 13, 2018 

 

We invite you to congratulate our senior member- the member with the longest tenure 

in our membership, Winnie Crawford, on her 100
th
 birthday.  She lives at 2535 South 

Hill Rd., Milford, MI 48381. 

 

An Update and An Opportunity! 

Church Boiler Project 

 
As of this writing the church has reach a total of $50,105 toward the $55,000 needed for the boiler project! A 

big thank you to all who have donated to this very necessary project. If you havenôt yet made a donation to 

this important cause you still have an opportunity to help reach the goal of $55,000 raised by May 31!  Please 

prayerfully consider making a donation.  Any amount will help us cross the finish line! 
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Celebration of Holy Baptism and Church Membership 
 
 
Joelle Macey Digsby was baptized on April 22, 2018, sponsored by Linda Fraser.  Joelle is the infant 
daughter of Stephen and Katie Digsby, of Milford.  Grandparents are Dan & Stacey Wissner and Stephen and 
Mary Beth Digsby. 
 
Tyler William Thompson is scheduled to be baptized on May 13, 2018, sponsored by Heather Stevens.  
Tyler is the infant son of Justin and Katie Thompson.  His big sister is Kendall Thompson.  Grandparents are 
Rev. Doug and Marianne McMunn, Ted and Colleen Thompson, and Tina and John Hefner. 
 
New Members To be Received on May 6, 2018: 
 
Ralph Kellner, sponsored by Gary Herwick 
Transfer from Highland: Faith Lutheran Church 
 
Dorothy Kellner, sponsored by Pat Loder 
Transfer from Highland: Faith Lutheran Church 
 
Ann Koss, sponsored by Barb Harris 
Reaffirmation of Faith 
Iôve been married to Greg for nearly 42 years. I moved to Detroit from a very small town in northeastern 
Pennsylvania, where I was baptized and confirmed in the Monroeton Methodist Church.  After college and 
getting married, I moved to Detroit and attended St. Timothy Methodist Church.  I started the Kindergarten 
program at St. Gerard Catholic School, and I taught in Huron Valley at Oxbow Elementary for nearly 25 years.  
We moved to Milford in the mid-1980s, and I transferred my church membership to the Milford United 
Methodist Church and was active for several years. After the passing of my father, I spent as much time as 
possible with my mother, in Michigan and in Pennsylvania, and I attended church with her at her Catholic 
church.  Since her passing, I am rejoining the Milford Methodist Church to renew my relationship with my 
church family here, to deepen my knowledge of the Bible, and strengthen my relationship with our Lord. 
 
Charles McCarthy, sponsored by John Olari 
Reaffirmation of Faith 
When I was very young I wanted to be a Star Trek captain or a Grandmaster in chess.  Now I am retired-  
spent 44 years working with General Motors (but never at the Milford Proving Ground).  In my later years Iôve 
been working on being more like Christ. I still have a long, long way to go, but it has been a rewarding journey 
due to Godôs mercy and grace.   Plus, my wifeôs mercy and grace.  Married to a lovely wife (named Teresa) 
and have one child and three step-children and we have a total of nine grandkids (with one more coming in 
May).  My interests are Tai Chi, working out, martial arts, visiting gardens, watching sports (especially when 
the grandkids play), chitchatting, playing games and learning from others and from Godôs words.  My purpose 
is to do Godôs will with Christ as my Lord and Savior.  
 
Peg McVey 
Transfer from Commerce United Methodist Church 
 
Karen Nelson, sponsored by Linda Herwick 
Reaffirmation of Faith 
I was raised in Milford and baptized in this congregation.  My parents were in this church, Carl & Elaine Davis.  
I was also confirmed at the Union Street location of this church in 1965 and married in the Atlantic Street 
location in 1972.  I live in Highland with my husband, John.  We have two grown children.  I am a member of 
the Order of the Easter Star.  After several years of being away from MUMC, I received a warm welcome 
when I came back in January of 2018 and decided to reaffirm my faith and formally rejoin the membership. 
 
Steve Peacock, sponsored by Gary Herwick, Transfer 
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Hi All, 

I am sad to say that this is my last article as Kitchen Coordinator.   I am however 
pleased to announce that beginning May 1st, we have a new Kitchen 
Coordinator:  Vicki Smith.  Vicki and I will be working together in the kitchen this month 
to pass information, clean, organize, and generally prepare for the summer.  To that 
end, we would like to have a kitchen crew for The Church Has Left The Building on 
Sunday on May 20th.  At that time the crew will prepare lunch and thoroughly clean the 
kitchen, including the fridge and freezer, as time and volunteers will allow.  Sign-up 

sheets will be available in the fellowship hall.  I look forward to all of our fun that day.  WELCOME VICKI! 

 

Blessings, 

Cathy Dykstra 

 

Dear Church Friends, 

Thank you so much for the honoring of my mom and me on Easter Sunday.  We are blessed by our church 
family and will miss you as we go forward with our move to California in June.  Both Mom and I loved our 
bags, coffee cups, journals, pens, and book marks.  We will use them with fondness and memories of all of 
you.  Please know that our CA house is always open to you and we hope that you will visit often. 

 

Blessings, 

Jean Utley & Cathy Dykstra 

 aƛǎǎƛƻƴ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ 
όŎŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴύ    

 
UMCOR Early Responders Training.     Contact Emil Tonello 248-770-9103 
§ Training for disaster relief workers.                           
 
Camp Kinawind work camp; June 6 thru June 16.            Contact Emil Tonello 248-770-9103 
§ Help set up a U.M. Church Camp for summer season.  
Come for any part of the work camp as you are  
available.  

 
The Church Has Left the Building; May 20  Contact Emil Tonello (248-770-91030) or watch    
§ A two hour work bee at several sites in the    for sign-up sheet 
      Community and at MUMC after a  
      shortened worship service and lunch. Team  
      leaders are needed and if anyone knows of a  
      project we still have volunteers available. 
 
Appalachia Service Project; June 23 thru June 30.   Contact Cheryl Smith at 248-310-9370 
§ A one week youth work project in Appalachia.  
      Adult leaders may still be needed. 
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Join us for our Saturday Service 

Join us on the 3rd Saturday of each month for the new Saturday 

Worship Service. Invite friends, family, neighbors! In May, 

worship and praise will be led by John Olari,  This service is 

contemporary and casual. It is held in the Fellowship Hall, which 

helps to create that more relaxed atmosphere.  

ñAn Unpolished gem in the revitalization of the Milford Church.ò 

All are welcome to attend! The May service will be held May 19, 

at 5:00 pm. 

         

Second Sunday Family and Friends Activities 

The Childrenôs Ministry Team has planned a schedule of fun for you!  Most activities 

are right after the 10am worship service. We hope you will bring your family, friends 

and neighbors to join us! 

  May 13ï  Motherôs Day, no family and friends activity 

Questions Regarding the Family and Friends Activities?  Please contact Kecia 

      McKane, 248-396-0384 

ASP Mission Opportunity 

 
Our next Appalachia Service Project mission trip will be June 23-30, 2018. 
We will be traveling to Leslie County, Kentucky.  
 
We are now collecting clothing for sale at the UMW Rummage Sale May 
24-26th (see page 7). You can leave bags of clean clothes by the barn at 
any time between now and May 19th. Starting May 20th, bags can be left at the church. If you can help in 
setting up for the rummage sale or during the rummage sale, contact Cheryl Smith at 248-310-9370 or email 
tjces@yahoo.com. 

May 19 
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United Methodist Women 

May Schedule 
                        
May 3 ï 9:30 am Executive Board 
May 8 ï 9:30 am Morning Glories Circle,   
Meeting Place Americus                
May 10 ï UMW GatheringðWar Dog 
Memorial Tour (see addition information) 
May 13 ï Motherôs Day 
May 18 ï 10:00 am Claraôs Helping Hands,        
Hostess: Donna Caswell 
May 17-20ð UMW Assembly, Columbus, 
May 21-23ð Set up for rummage sale 
May 24-26ðRummage Sale 
May 22ð7:00pm Mary Martha Circle Home 
of Jan Olari, Devotions: Judy Culbertson 
  
   
 

 

Thurs. & Fri., May 24 & May 25  
9am - 5pm 

Saturday, May 26 - 9am - Noon 

 

Treasures from your Garage, Workshop, Housewares: Bed, Bath & Kitchen, Home Furnishings, 

Artwork, Lamps, Sports Supplies, Bikes, Jewelry, óCollectablesô, Kids Items, Garden Gear and 

Gently Used Clothing. 

: 

 TVs, computers, or any large electronic items, large furniture, large exercise equipment   

:   

Monday, May 21 - Wednesday May 23.  

                    9am - 6pm 

 

 

 

 

¦a² DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ¢ƛƳŜ - CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇ   

²ƘŜǊŜΥ  aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ²ŀǊ 5ƻƎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
              нрулр aƛƭŦƻǊŘ wŘ 
   {ƻǳǘƘ [ȅƻƴΣ aL пумту  

²ƘŜƴΥ  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ млΣ нлму 

¢ƛƳŜΥ   фΥол ŀƳ ŀǘ  a¦a/ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǇƻƻƭ 

hǳǊ 5ƻŎŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ tƘƛƭ ²ŜƛǘƭŀǳŦΦ  IŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŎŀƴƛƴŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ 
!ƊŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ 
ǎƻ  ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ  
ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ  
vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ƛƴŘŀ {ǘǳǊƎŜƻƴ 

 

It is Fun & Rewarding!  

Contact Linda Sturgeon 

248-685-8806 
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