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Pastorôs Column: Dougôs Discoveries 

 
Iôve discovered itôs time to meet with the bishop: Detroit 
Annual Conference 2015. 
 
Each spring, our congregation sends 2 clergy and 2 lay 
members to the DAC: Detroit Annual Conference of 

The United Methodist Church.  About a thousand people gather for 
worship, dynamic teaching, ordinations, retirements, official busi-
ness, and wonderful fellowship.   A similar gathering takes place for 
the WMC: West Michigan Conference.  This year we will vote on a 
motion, as announced months ago, to create a new annual confer-
ence for all of Michigan together.  Our episcopal office and ministry 
center are already in Lansing.  If both conferences approve the mo-
tion, we will invest in the effort to collect more input, design a new 
conference, and bring a detailed plan back to the conferences for 
additional votes.  
Conference Business: We will elect officers, approve candidates for 
ordination, vote on a proposed budget up 3.27%, and elect dele-
gates for the May 10-20, 2016 General Conference in Portland, Ore-
gon, titled, ñTherefore, Go.ò  All Voting Items are at 
www.detroitconference.org. 

 
You are invited to ñExplore Callingò Sunday 
 
On Sunday, May 17, at Adrian College, we host an ñExplore Callingò 
luncheon open to everyone who is discerning a call to ministry.  The 
luncheon will be held at 12:00 noon with representatives from the 
Board of Ordained Ministry, United Methodist seminaries, and young 
adult ministries in the Detroit Annual Conference.  If you are discern-
ing a call to ministry, please contact me for details.  I hope you can 
come to the lunch and stay for 2:00 p.m. service. 
 
You are invited to the Ordination of Rev. Sherry Foster on May 
17, 2015. 
 
You are invited to The Service of Ordination and Commissioning at 
2:00 p.m. in the Adrian College Chapel.  Rev. Sherry Foster will be 
ordained in this special service, followed by a reception for the newly 
commissioned and ordained.  Adrian College is located at 110 S. 
Madison St., Adrian, MI.  Arrive early to find parking and locate Her-
rick Chapel on campus. 
 
   

Upcoming Events 
 National Day of Prayer 

Thursday, May 7th/12-1, Central Park 

 

Spring Workday 

Saturday, May 9th/8-Noon, MUMC 

 

Motherôs Day Services (pg. 10) 

Sunday May 10th, 8:30 & 10:30 am 

 
UMW Rummage Sale (pg. 4) 

ASP Clothing Sale (pg. 4) 

Education Bake Sale (pg. 3) 

Th., Fr., May 14,15/9-5 Sat. May 16/9-12 

 

Last Day of Sunday School (pg.3) 

Sunday School Teacher Recognition 

Sunday, May 18th 

 

Begin 9:30 am Service (pg. 10) 
Sunday, May 24th 

 

 

 

 

 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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        Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 

 ñMilestonesò 
In our lives, we pass many milestones. There are of course the milestones or mile markers 
along the highway which we can physically see. There are also the milestones that we 
keep in our hearts and memory of significant events or stages in life, progress, develop-
ment, etc. It is a way of keeping track of our life journey. We mark the happy dates of our 
birth, baptism, first day of school, graduations, confirmations, weddings, first jobs, new 
homes, etc. to plot a picture of the journey of the high points of life. And there are the dates 
of the low points, deaths of family members and friends, divorce, major illnesses, things 

that donôt go right, etc., that we would rather forget but still shape our journey and who we are. We can take 
comfort in the fact that God is with us through the whole journey. He celebrates and laughs with us when we 
do, and he cries with us and lifts us up with his strength at the low times. 
All of our milestones are a resum® of who we are. 
 This month, on May 17th, I will pass through a milestone moment in my life, something I have worked, 

prayed, strived, and persevered for during the past decade or more. I will be ordained as a deacon in full-

connection to Word, Service, Compassion and Justice by Bishop Deborah Kiesey at the Detroit Annual Con-

ference in Adrian, Michigan. The ordination service is a moving experience and will be a special moment for 

me as both Pastor Doug and Pastor Gregg will stand with me as I am ordained and then place my deacon 

stole over my shoulder. Our bishop also includes a foot-washing ceremony where she washes the ordinands 

feet, symbolic of the servant leader Jesus was in washing the feet of the disciples. I hope that many of you will 

be at Adrian College in the chapel with me on May 17th at 2:00pm. All are welcome to attend the service and 

the reception afterward in the Richie Marketplace building. The support of our church family has strengthened 

me for the journey past and the journey to come and it would mean a lot to me to see your smiling faces in 

Adrian. 

 Thank you for all you have given me through these years of preparation and practice. I look forward, by 

the grace of God, to continued ministry among you and to creating a travel and retreat ministry. 

Blessings, 

Reverend Sherry Foster,  

Deacon 

 
                 

tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΚ 
Donôt forget to check out United Methodist camping opportunities for all ages! 

The mission of the Detroit Conference United Methodist Camp and Retreat Ministries is to extend, en-

hance and enable our congregations in the task of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world. Our focus is providing and marketing quality year round camp and retreat facilities 

and programs that offer and promote Christian faith for people of diverse backgrounds and ages . 

One often forgotten camping opportunity is tent and RV camping at Meyers Lake Campground near Byron, MI. 

It even has a couple of cabins to rent. 

Brochures (with registration forms) and information about all Michigan Area UMC Camps are available in the 

Fellowship Hall or you may go to the online brochure and registration at umccamps.org.  

Scholarships are available, or if you have questions- ask Rev. Sherry, MUMC Camp Coordinator  

 

Check it out!  
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What and who are the Education Committee?  This committee works with the 

Childrenôs Ministry Director (Karen J Smith) to plan, support, and implement 

Christian education programs for children in our church and in the community.  

Programs include Sunday School for all ages, Vacation Bible School, Prayer 

Partners, Birthday Party for Jesus, and other special events throughout the year.  

The committee members assist with planning and running the programs as well 

as with any fundraising necessary.  They are active members of our church, 

many of whom have children in the programs so they are especially interested in 

providing quality programs and bringing new ideas.  The spiritual growth of our 

children is our highest priority and we seek to find ways to nurture that growth in 

meaning and interesting, often hands-on (sometimes messy!) ways that will stay 

with the kids as they grow and mature in their faith. Our childrenôs ministry encompasses ages birth (nursery 

care) through high school (Sunday School and graduation celebration).  We are always open to new ideas; we 

meet on the third Thursday each month at 10:00am. 

Sunday School News:   The last day of Sunday School (youth and adults) will be on May 

17th.  We will honor our wonderful teachers on that day during the 10:30 am worship service 

as well as during a special Coffee Hour reception following the service.  PLEASE take a 

moment to write a short note of appreciation and thanks for the teacher(s) who led you 

and your children in your knowledge of God during this past year.  These notes are SO 

appreciated!  THANK YOU, TEACHERS!!!   

Baked Goods Needed:  The Education Committee is sponsoring a Bake Sale table at the 

UMW Rummage Sale in May and we are offering the opportunity for providing goodies to 

everyone who is interested!  We would like a variety of items (sweet, savory, sugar-free, glu-

ten-free ï whatever is your specialty. If you are not a baker but can put together snack mixes 

that is welcome too!  This is a big fundraiser for Vacation Bible School and the more we have 

the more we sell ï so letôs have a lot!  Thanks for your help with this!  Donations can be left in 

the church kitchen or the Childrenôs Ministry office. 

A-Hiking We will Go!  Embark with us on an icy expedition that empowers kids to 

overcome obstacles with Godôs awesome power!  At this yearôs Vacation Bible 

School ï ñEverestò - we will seek to anchor kids in rock-solid Bible truths that will 

guide them through lifeôs challenges ï through daily Bible Adventures, games, sci-

ence projects, skits, songs, worship, kid-to-kid video encounters, God sightings, 

snacks and much more!  Our expedition begins at 9:00am sharp on August 3rd this 

year.  *Registration and volunteer sign-up will begin on Sunday, June 7th. 

Do you have a graduate?  If someone in your family will be graduating from high 

school, college or graduate school this year please notify the Church Office and fill out 

a Graduate Information form so that we can recognize their accomplishments in our 

next newsletter and during Graduate Recognition on Sunday June 7th.   
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 United Methodist Women 
May 3-National Day of Prayer 

May 7-9:30 am  Morning Glories meets at the home of Karen Smith. 

May 10-Motherôs Day 

May 11-16-Rummage Sale May 14,15/9-5, May 16/9-12 in the Fellowship Hall. 

May 22-10:00 am  Claraôs Helping Hands meets in the Church Parlor. Hostess/Devotions-Linda Sturgeon 

May 26-7:00 pm  Mary Martha Circle home of Linda Sturgeon Devotions-Marilyn Moore  

April 30-1:30 pm MAY Executive Board Meeting, Parlor 

Newsletter Deadline  
  The newsletter deadline is the 15th day of each month.   

   !bb¦![ ¦a² w¦aa!D9 {![9 

Itôs that time of year again to clean out your closets, basement, and garage and drop it off items 

at the church for our annual UMW Rummage Sale.  Please bring your gently used items to the 

church starting Monday, May 11, and dropping off no later than Wednesday evening, May 13.  

The hours for the sale are Thursday May 14 and Friday May 15 from 9 ï 5, and Saturday, May 16 

from 9 ï 12.  The ASP will accept clothing on the stage for the same hours listed above.   

We will accept baby items, small appliances, furniture, books, CDs, movies, garden items, toys, jewelry, lin-

ens, childrenôs clothing, sports equipment, seasonal items, office equipment, kitchen items, plus much 

moreé.  We cannot accept donations of large book shelves, entertainment centers, computers, TVs or 

other electronic items!  Thank you for supporting this event as all proceeds go to our Mission Projects.   

We are now collecting clothing for sale at the UMW Rummage Sale May 
14-16.  You can leave bags of clean clothes by the barn at any time be-
tween now and May 10th.  Starting May 10th, bags can be left at the 
church.  If you would like to help in setting up for the rummage sale or dur-
ing the rummage sale, contact Cheryl Smith. 

ASP Mission Opportunities 

 Our next Appalachia Service Project mission trip will be June 27 - July 4, 2015.  We will be traveling to 
Lawrence County, Kentucky.  We have a group of 11 adults and 26 youth preparing for our trip. 

 We are in need of one additional vehicle for the trip that will hold a work crew of 7 or 8 adults and 
youth.  If you have a vehicle that we can borrow for the week, would like to help as we prepare for our trip or 
have any questions, please contact Cheryl Smith at 248-676-2593 or email tjces@yahoo.com. 

To the church, 

Thank you for having us work there.  I enjoyed organizing for you. 

Dear Methodist Church, 

Thank you for letting me work at the church.  I enjoyed stuffing the flyers and working 

as hard as I could. Thank you for having me. 

Notes from Milford High School SMART program students who worked at our church on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=OrBSZN3ArlkaTM&tbnid=suXJzG3nGocNSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gbgm-umc.org%2Findumw%2F&ei=_YUmUZbXBcf6qwGVn4GYAQ&bvm=bv.42661473,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNFl7aOaoL82EMq3
mailto:tjces@yahoo.com
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Stitching for Others ï Prayer Quilts and Shawls. Please come and help us. We need knit-
ters, crocheters, sewers, cutters, ironers, etc. It is a wonderful fellowship group and there  
is a job for everyone, no experience necessary.  
 
For more info call Thesia Wolf, 248-310-8798. 

Thesia  

Debbie Rivet resides in Milford with her husband of 26 years, Chuck.  They have 4 children, 

ages range from 25-32.   Debbie has lived in the Milford area for most of her life, and felt 

she wanted to be a part of the community, and give back in some way.  Joining MUMC will 

enable her to do this. 

She currently works full time at a local tube mill and also attends school at night.   

She enjoys gardening, reading, and bike riding. 

Welcome New Members 

Meals on Wheels 

Thanks to Ron Opfer, Dave Ebert, Linda Lutz, Jan and Bob Olari, Ann Godwin, Sue Trevas, 

Caroline Graves, and Juanita Rogers for delivering meals in March and April.  We have a great 

bunch of volunteers who make my job of rounding up drivers easy.  The delivery route is usu-

ally about 18 miles and takes 1 İ to 2 hours, leaving from the Milford Senior Center.  There 

are usually about 20 meals to be delivered.  About half of the meals are delivered at American 

House in Milford.  Please let me know if you would like to deliver meals any time in the future.  

Itôs definitely a rewarding adventure. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

The prayer shawl was an unexpected gift of kindness.  I will think of all the prayers that 

were said when each knot was tied.  Thank you so much. 

Mary Burley and the Family of David ñMurrayò Burley 

 

Carl Hawkinson, sponsored by Phil Harris.  Carl resides in Milford with his wife, Carol.  They 

have 5 children.  He is retired  from the auto industry as well as the radio/DJ arena.  He likes 

to  work with people and walks around Milford for exercise. 

 

Joe Ann Pliska, sponsored by Jan Olari.  Joe Ann recently moved to Milford from Onsted, 

Michigan.  She has been very active with the UMW over the years, went on the Emmaus Walk,  and has 

been a lay speaker.  Joe Ann moved from Tennessee to Dearborn in 1955 and married her late husband 

Steve in 1960.  They were both employed by Ford Motor Company .  She has 4 children, 5 grand children, 6 

great grand children and 1 great-great grand child.  Joe Ann likes to cook, read, and care for her dogs. 

May 9:  Spring Workday:  Saturday 8:00amðNoon.  Spring cleaning is well at hand in 

homes all over!  Set aside some time to help our Menôs Club and Board of Trustees 

spruce up around MUMC! 
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Happy    Anniversary 
 
 

 
      05/01   John & Kris Heidt  
      05/02   Glenn & Diana Rittenger 

      05/12   Ernest & Jeannette Morris 

      05/15   Tom & Deb Llewellyn 

                 05/16   Bob Campbell & Thesia Wolf 

      05/28   Tom & Carla Gorton 

      05/28   Gregg & Karen J. Smith  

      05/29   Jerry & Lu Gierhart  

Those in the Military:  Capt. Jamie Bowman, Matt Cowell, Sgt. Jennifer Ducote, 
Sgt. First Class Michael Ducote, Staff Sgt. Sean Foster, Jeremy Francis, Col. 
Chris Garver, ABF AR Elena Glinter/Navy, Kelly Harvey, Sgt Deacon Holton, Sgt. 
Ryan Kidd, Lance Corp. Michael Leibler, 2nd Lt. Alaina Maten, Gunnery Sgts. Con-
nie & Gary Ollor, Airman Adam Rack, Jeremy Rudd, Jacob Smucker, Chris Thom-
as, Staff Sgt. Charles VanAcker III, & Capt. Bryan Vaught.  

Deployed: Major Matt Graham in USAF deploying to Qatar; WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ aŀǘŜƴ ŘŜπ
ǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǘƻ 9ŎǳŀŘƻǊΦ Lt. Col. Eric Harris deployed to the UAE, Bahrain, & Saudi Ara-
bia, Danny Scull deployed to Japan.  Others deployed?  Please notify the church 
officeΦ  Thank you all for your service!!   

 

 

 

01: Pam Fisher; 02:  Maxwell Smith; 03: Andrew 

Smith; 04:  Cameron Atkeson, Tiffany Klingensmith, 

Pat Loder, Carol Strauss, & Lisa Tribble; 06:  Johnny 

Venezia & Sabrina Watkins; 08:  Al Worrell & RJ Gur-

ke; 09:  Julius Glinter; 12:  Ron Harris & Reid Jacoby; 

13:  Bailey Clemens; 14: Amanda Shoberg; 16:  Judy 

Braid, Dawn Brudi, &  Wesley Wenger; 20:  Susanne 

Fraser; 25: Tracy Bruletti; 26:  Jim Bell; 27;  Alex 

McKane; 28: Tom Llewellyn; 29:  Ben Weeks. 

Members in College: Sarah Bonhard, Audrey Fisher, Christian James, Katie Loder, 

Rachel McAuliffe, Marshall Rittenger, Mike Rockwell, Shawn Shove, Ieasha Shuf-

flebarger, Kayla Shufflebarger, Alexander Smith, Andrew Smith, and Sarah Smith.  

Other church members in postsecondary education?  Please notify the church office.  

    IN OUR PRAYERS 

bŜǿ tǊŀȅŜǊ wŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΥ  WƻȅŎŜ wŀǳǇǇ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅΦ  wŜƎƛƴŀ hƭŀǊƛΣ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  

/ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ {ŎƘǳƳŀƴ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǇƛŎŜ ŎŀǊŜΦ ¢ƻƳ DƻŘǿƛƴ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǇƛŎŜ ŎŀǊŜΦ  {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ ƛǎ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦ  ¢ȅƭŜǊ 

YŀǘŎƘŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΦ  .Ŝǧȅ hŜǎŎƘƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǧŀŎƪΦ  !ƴƴ /ŀǳƭƪƛƴǎ  ŦƻǊ 

ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƅǳΦ 

{ȅƳǇŀǘƘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊΥ  [ȅƴƴ [ŜƛōƭŜǊΣ .ƻō ϧ aŀǊƎŀǊŜƴǘ [ŜƛōƭŜǊ  ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ȅƴƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ .ƛƭƭ /ƘŀƭŘŀƪŀǎΦ  WƻƘƴ ϧ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ 

aƻƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƭȅƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ-ƛƴ-ƭŀǿ aŜǊǊƛƭƭ ό¢ǳǧύ IŀǊǾŜȅΦ 

/ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊǎΥ   !ǊƭŜƴŜ ϧ {ǘŜǾŜ .ƻƻƪŜǊΣ  YŜƴ .ƻǳǊƴǎΣ tŀƳŜƭŀ ϧ .ǊǳŎŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ ¢ƻƳ 5ƛǾƻȊȊƻΣ .Ŝǧȅ 5ǊȅŜǊΣ WŜǊǊȅ 

DƛŜǊƘŀǊǘΣ tŀǧȅ IŀǊǾŜȅΣ 9ŘŘƛŜ aŎaŀƴǳǎΣ [ŀǊǊȅ aƻǎŎŀƭΣ !ƴƴ aƻǊǊƛǎΣ DŜǊǊȅ bƻǿƭŀƴŘΣ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ bƻǿƭŀƴŘΣ .ƻƴƴƛŜ tŀǊǎƻƴǎΣ 

tƘƛƭ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ WŜŀƴ ¦ǘƭŜȅΣ bŜǿ {ŀǿǘǊƻƭ ¦a/ όǎƛǎǘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ [ƛōŜǊƛŀύΦ  

IƻƳŜōƻǳƴŘΣ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ϧ bǳǊǎƛƴƎ /ŀǊŜΥ  5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ .ǊŀƴŎƘΣ ²ƛƴƴƛŜ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ  .ŀǊō IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΣ  aŀǊƧƻǊƛŜ aƻǊπ
ǊƛǎΣ 5ƻƴƴŀ hōŜǊƎΣ DŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƭŜǎΣ .Ŝǧȅ ²ƘƛǘǿƻǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ YȅƻǳƴƎ ¸ƛƳΦ 

Dear MUMC, 

Thank you for hosting our Human Trafficking Event.  The generosity of the use of your 

facility each month as well as this evening is invaluable.  Your treasure is in Heaven.  

Than you to Karen Smith for being our building liaison each month.  Thank you John 

Olari for helping with the sound equipment.  And thank you to the bell choir for accom-

modating us during their scheduled practice time.   May the downtrodden be uplifted 

and His kingdom advanced.   

Beth Grate, Northwest Oakland Abolitionist Project 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fbestclipartblog.com%2F26-college-clip-art.html&h=0&w=0&tbnid=JV9PJ9w9wXd2MM&zoom=1&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&docid=iX-nEuw8eVq6CM&tbm=isch&ei=KYD_U-KTCpKGyASp14KABQ&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA

