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Pastorôs Column: Dougôs Discoveries 

 I've discovered that life is better when you know 
and fulfill God's calling on your life!  This is true for eve-
ryone!  God made you for a purpose!  
 In the book of Colossians, St. Paul sent greetings 
to the faithful brothers and sisters in the city of Colossae, 
an inland city of Asia Minor.  Paul had not visited them 
face-to-face (Colossians 2:1), but he had heard of their 

faith, which they learned from Paul's friend, Epaphras.  Paul wanted to 
encourage the Christians in this city.  He wanted to support their faith 
in Christ and their morale (Colossians 2:5).  He gave them many help-
ful instructions for Christian living, on subjects including prayer, com-
passion, and the kind of words they should speak.  Paul sent his letter 
by the hands of Tychicus and Onesimus, two disciples who would en-
courage the Christians at Colossae, and also ordered that the letter be 
read to the church at Laodicea.  There is apparently a guy at Laodicea 
who is known by St. Paul, and the apostle concludes his letter with a 
personal word to this one guy: "And say to Archippus, 'See that you 
complete the task that you have received in the Lord"  (4:17 ,NRSV).  I 
love it in the NIV: "Take heed to the ministry that you have received in 
the Lord, that you fulfill it..."  and in The Message Translation, "And, 
oh, yes, tell Archippus, 'Do your best in the job you received from the 
Master.  Do your very best.'"  
 Do You Want a Greater Sense of Purpose?  
 One way to enrich the very meaning of your life is to find signif-
icant ways to give your time and talent in service to God.  We call it 
ministry, and all Christians are called to be in some form of minitry.  Is 
this a time when you need to intentionally ask God to show you your 
calling... what to do with your life?    
 Twice each year, the Ann Arbor District provides a training 
course called Lay Servant Ministry.  Two members of MUMC are cur-
rently certified as Lay Servant Ministers: John Olari and Cory Lupinac-
ci.  These guys offer their lives in Christian ministry and impact many 
lives for Christ.  You can too!  Last month, 34 churches in the Ann Ar-
bor District sent members to Lay Servant Ministry training.  There 
were 3 members from the Willow UM Church, where Marianne 
McMunn serves as pastor.  As I attended their commissioning service, 
I thought, "I'd love to see some additional Milford members take this 
training!"  How about you?  Please let me know if you are interested, 
and I'll make sure you know about the next opportunity for this train-
ing, in the fall.   
 Try substituting your name in the scripture cited above... the 
one addressed to Archippus.  God knows you by name and has a pur-
pose for you.  Life is better when you know and fulfill God's calling on 
your life! - Pastor Doug  

   
 

 

Upcoming Events 

National  Day of Prayer 

Thursday, May 1-Noon, Central Park 

  

Showing of ñFrozenò 

Saturday, May 3-6:00 pm 

 

Spring Work Bee 

Saturday, May 10 8:00 amðnoon 

 

Motherôs Day Services 

Sunday May 11th, 8:30 & 10:30 am 

 

UMW Rummage Sale 

ASP Clothing Sale 

Education Bake Sale 

Th, Fr, May 15, 16/9 to 5 Sat May 17/9-12 

 

Last Day of Sunday School 

Sunday, May 18th 

 

Begin 9:30 am Service 

Sunday, May 25th 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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                     Our Deacon-Rev. Sherry 
 

It appears that Spring has finally arrived ï just in time to celebrate the Resurrection of our 

Lord and his ascension in a few weeks. Itôs a time of new growth in creation and can be a 

time of new growth in our spiritual lives. If you started a new practice during Lent, it could be 

an opportunity to keep it going and keep growing. 

Spring is also a good time to make summer plans ï including camp experiences. I encourage 

everyone once again to consider the United Methodist Michigan Area Camping programs for children and 

youth, adults, and family activities. Most of our camps are less expensive than other camps and the variety of 

experiences is impressive. On top of sports, high adventure, horse-back riding, farm and woods camping, each 

person has an opportunity to deepen their faith through the devotional side of the camps. Brochures are availa-

ble at church and online as well. Any questions can be directed to me or Pastor Doug. 

I would also like to ask for your prayers as Bette Knedgen, Linda Lutz, Pastor Doug and I attend the Detroit An-

nual Conference session at Adrian College May 15-18. This is a great time of reconnecting with old friends, but 

also a serious time of devotion, learning, discussion of issues facing our churches, and making decisions for 

the direction of our conference. Information about the issues and resolutions are on the Detroit Conference 

website if you are interested in reading more. 

In closing, I would like to invite all who can to participate in the National Day of Prayer gathering on May 1 in 

Central Park. Several area clergy (including myself) will be leading prayers that day. Letôs see how many we 

can gather from Milford UMC! 

Together, we can do all things in Christ, 

Rev. Sherry 

 

National Day of PrayerðMay 1st at Noon 

Please join local churches in the national day of prayer commemoration in Milford Cen-

tral Park on May 1st at noon.  Milford Clergy will be offering guided prayers.  Rev. Sherry 

will be representing MUMC.   

           Spring Cleaning 

Trustees will be holding their annual Spring Work Bee on May 10, 2014 from 

8:00 am to about noon.  There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board for any-

one who can give us a hand.  Contact Ray Laurent (248 504 8717) or any trus-

tee for any additional details. 

                                         Families With Young Children  

May 3-Showing of the movie  ñFrozenò at MUMC.  6:00 pm Fellowship Hall.  Admis-

sion-Non-perishable food items to be donated to Community Sharing Outreach Cen-

ter.  Free popcorn and Kool-aid. 

May 10-Trustee work day.  Child Care will be provided.  Contact Nikki for more infor-

mation. 

May 31-Celebration picnic at Milford Central Park.  Stay tuned for more details.   
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MOPS News:  Our new charter has been successful this year and was able to re-

new their membership as a registered group!  Friday, May 23rd will be the last regu-

lar meeting of our Mothers of Preschoolers group for the spring session ï stay tuned 

for special activities happening during the summer months.  New members are al-

ways welcome and information is available for those interested.  The group will start 

regular meetings again in September and meets on the second and fourth Friday mornings each month. 

Ready to take a walk on the Wild Side? We are!  At ñWeird Animalsò VBS, 

kids discover that Jesusô Love is One of a Kind!  ñWeird Animalsò is a habitat 

filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and 

even taste!  Sciency-fun gizmos, team-building games, cool  Bible songs, 

and tasty treats are just of few of the standout activities that help faith flow 

into real life.  Plus, weôll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in 

everyday life ï something we call God Sightings.  Get ready to hear that 

phrase a lot!  Kids will also participate in a hands-on mission project called 

Operation Kid-to-Kid that will let the kids in our community show Godôs love to children around the world.  So 

mark these dates on your calendar:  July 28 ï August 1, 2014 and be ready to start at 9:30am!  *Registration 

begins Sunday, June 1st .  Donôt miss this life-changing adventure! 

Sunday School News:  The last day of Sunday School for this spring will be May 18th; we 

will honor our wonderful and dedicated teachers during the 10:30am worship service as well 

as during a cake and punch coffee fellowship that day.  *PLEASE write or help your child(ren) 

write a note of thanks or appreciation to their teacher(s) ï this means so much and we want to 

make this day really special! 

About the Education Committee:  This committee works with the Childrenôs Ministry Di-

rector to plan, support and implement Christian education programs for children in our 

church and in the community. Programs include Sunday School, Childrenôs Church, Vaca-

tion Bible School, Birthday Party for Jesus, Prayer Partners, and other special programs 

throughout the year.  We also provide Bibles for third graders, confirmands and high school 

graduates. The committee assists with planning and running the programs as well as with 

any fundraising necessary.  Committee members are active members of the church, many 

of whom have children in the programs. The spiritual growth of our children is our highest 

priority and we seek to find ways to nurture that growth in meaningful and interesting ways 

that will stay with the kids as they grow and mature in their faith.  The committee is chaired by our Christian Ed-

ucation Director, Karen J Smith. 

Calling All Bakers:  The Education Committee sponsors a Bake Sale table at the UMW 

Rummage Sale in May ï this is one of our biggest fundraisers for Vacation Bible School, 

and all donations to the table are welcome!  We have been getting requests for a variety 

of items, so if your specialty is gluten-free, sugar-free, sweet or savory or even snack mix-

es we welcome and appreciate all donations!  Our church has some amazing bakers ï so 

be prepared to come purchase a tasty treat too!  Thank you!   

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UA8FA8ATTy7bMM&tbnid=lPDLBWfcb6NWiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.providencechurch.info%2Fministries%2Fchildren%2F&ei=UO5RUYnyLYOB0AHwm4DwBw&bvm=bv.44342787,d.dmQ&p
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New Prayers:  Kevin Kurth, young father hospitalized;  Ann Godwin, vertigo; the Stoy 

Family, many health issues; Heather Hall, cancer.   

Continuing Prayers:  Judy Azzopardi, Jack Baker, Mick Baird,  Elliot Baudry, Carrie 

Boomer, Pamela & Bruce Chester,  Tom Divozzo,  Nancy Ebert, Merlyn Finch,  Kim Gid-

dings, Olie Hagan, Mikaela Haller, Kat Harrison, Patty & Marrill Harvey,  Deborah Herwick, 

Bill Holcomb, Dave Horst, Patricia Jackson, Sandy & Steve Long,  Dick Lundbland, Rose 

McGuire,  Joan McMaster, Lorelei Miller, Ann Morris, Marilyn Nowland, Donna Oberg, Karen Pate, Charlotte 

Ramsey, Patricia Reek, Lt. Dan Shell Janet Schils, John Servald, Karen Slevoski, Karen Smith,  New Sawtrol 

UMC (sister church, Liberia).   

Our Missionaries:  Dan & Rachel Gabler and Ut  & Karen To. 

Homebound, Rehabilitation Center & Nursing Care:  Dorothy Branch, Winnie Crawford,  Walt Davenport, 

Barb Harrison,  Marjorie Morris, Gary Scholes, Betty Whitworth and Kyoung Yim. 

Happy    Anniversary 
 
 
 

      05/01   John & Kris Heidt  

      05/02   Glenn & Diana Rittenger 

      05/12   Ernest & Jeannette Morris 

      05/15   Tom & Deb Llewellyn 

      05/28   Tom & Carla Gorton 

      05/28   Gregg & Karen J. Smith  

      05/29   Jerry & Lu Gierhart  

Those in the Military:  Capt. Jamie Bowman, Matt Cowell, Sgt. Jennifer Ducote, 
Sgt. First Class Michael Ducote, Staff Sgt. Sean Foster, Jeremy Francis, Col. 
Chris Garver, Elena Glinter, Lt. Col. Eric Harris USMC, Kelly Harvey, Sgt Deacon 
Holton, Sgt. Ryan Kidd, 2nd Lt. Alaina Maten, Gunnery Sgts. Connie & Gary Ollor, 
Airman Adam Rack, Jeremy Rudd, Lt. 1st Class Dan Shell, Jacob Smucker, Phil-
lip Tesolin, Chris Thomas, Staff Sgt. Charles VanAcker III, & Capt. Bryan Vaught. 

Thank you for your service!!   

 

 

 
 
 

01: Pam Fisher; 02:  Maxwell Smith; 03: Andrew 

Smith: 04:  Cameron Atkeson, Tiffany Klingensmith, 
Carol Strauss,& Lisa Tribble; 06:  Johnny Venezia;  

08:  Al Worrell; 09:  Julius Glinter; 12:  Reid Jacoby; 

13:  Bailey Clemens; 16:  Judy Braid; 16:  Wesley 
Wenger; 20:  Susanne Fraser; 25: Tracy Bruletti; 

26:  Jim Bell; 27:  Alex McKane; 28: Tom Llewellyn 

    

The Milford United Methodist Church Mission Committee at work.  

  The Detroit Conference of the United Methodist Church receives a Covenant Mis-
sion Offering for Haiti and Liberia.    

Funds are split between feeding children through the Haiti Hot Lunch Program and the 
Bishop Judith Craig Children Village in Liberia. 

 The Mission Committee has designated $500 for the Covenant offering and we 
feel that the money will be put to the best use.  Individual offerings can be given to MUMC in the offering 
plate with a notation in the Memo line for DAC Covenant Offering. 

Larry Shaver   

For the Mission Committee.          
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    MUMC Sponsored Missionaries 

UT TO-The Rev. Ut To is a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of 
The United Methodist Church assigned to Vietnam as country director and mission 

superintendent.  

Ut trains Christian leaders in developing new congregations and nurturing Christians 

in Vietnam. He incorporates Wesley's model of class meetings or cell groups into the 

Vietnamese culture, tradition, and social settings of the country in his effort to estab-

lish new congregations.  

An ordained elder of the Detroit Annual Conference, Ut served 10 years as associate 

director of the Vietnamese United Methodist Ministry of the Michigan Area before he was commissioned as 

a Global Ministriesô missionary. During that period, he also served on the Detroit Conference Board of Or-

dained Ministry and the Board of Global Ministries. In addition, he has served as vice president of Union 

College of California, and academic dean of Vietnamese Bible College in Europe, based in Germany.  

Ut holds a Bachelor of Religious Education degree in pastoral studies from Tyndale University College, and 

a Master of Divinity degree from Tyndale Seminary, both in Toronto. He completed his Doctor of Ministry 

degree at San Francisco Theological Seminary in San Anselmo, California, and the Ph.D. from Capella Uni-

versity in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

Karen Vo-To is a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of The Unit-
ed Methodist Church assigned to Vietnam as coordinator for the women's ministry.  
Karen sees the objectives of her work as "serving the needs of battered women, vic-
tims of sexual abuse and harassment, the homeless, imprisoned women, and those 
who are struggling with substance abuse while providing job training to the unem-
ployed and food for the hungry." Serving in Vietnam since 2002, Karen also trains 
Christian leaders and her work focuses on recruiting women to study for pastoral 
ministry.  
An ordained elder in the Detroit Annual Conference, Karen served four years as an 
associate pastor at Cass Community United Methodist Church in Detroit. During that 
time she served on the Commission on the Status and Role of Women and the Eth-
nic Local Church Concerns Committee. For four years, she was president of Viet-
namese United Methodist Women on the national level.  
Attending Emmanuel Bible College in Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, Karen earned a 

Bachelor of Religious Education degree in pastoral studies. She earned her Master of Divinity degree from 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio.  

Ut and his wife Karen, also a missionary, have two adult children, An To and David To. David has served as 

associate pastor of Scioto Ridge United Methodist Church in Hilliard, Ohio.  

The Tos will be in Michigan in our church on Sunday, August 10th to preach and meet our congre-

gation. 

THE SOUTHEAST ASIA MISSION 

Vietnam United Methodist Mission Report 

 

Dear ministry supporters: 

Karen and I would like to extend our greetings to each of you on behalf of the 270 UM churches in Vietnam.  

We are very grateful to God and to GBGM for the opportunity to be in ministry in Vietnam. It has been 12 
awesome years for the Vietnam United Methodist Mission. Starting in 2002 a few people and I formed a 
team that has planted over 270 churches!  Key factors in the success of the Vietnam UM Mission has been 
the prayers, leadership, and support of Bishop Ough and GBGM leaders plus great partners such as Detroit 
and West Michigan conferences and others!  


